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GEORGE   II, 

I 

succeeded  to  the  throne  upon  the  death  of  his  fa-^ 
ther.  No  alteration  was  made  in  the  species  or  value 
of  the  Money  in  his  time  (excepting  the  omission  of 
the  Quarter  Guinea  which  was  thought  to  be  too  di- 
minutive for  use,  though  it  was  coined  again  in  tbp 
next  reign)  and  but  few  legal  provisions  were  made 
relating  to  the  Coins. 

1728.  At  the  commencement  of  this  reign,  the 
scarcity  of  Silver  Coins  in  Ireland  obliged  those  who 
employed  workmen,  of  any  kind,  to  continue  to  em- 
ploy them  until  their  wages  amounted  to  a  Double 
Pistole  or  a  Moidore  (for  there  was  hardly  any  Gold 
of  lower  value  in  that  Kingdom)  which  the  work- 
men were  to  divide  among  themselves  as  they  could ; 
and  this  was  generally  done  at  an  alehouse  or 
brandy  shop;  where,  besides  the  cost  of  getting 
Brunk  (as  was  usually  the  case)  they  must  pay  ten 
Pence  or  a  Shilling  for  changing  their  piece  into 
ISiiver  ». 

r^  »  This  account  is  taken  from  the  Intelligencer,  No  XIX.  which 
^  was  written  by  Swift,  and  must,  1  conceive,  be  taken  with  some 
rH  grains  of  allowance,  for  Swift  was  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  the 
^  truth  of  his  assertions  on  political  subjects,  and  especially  upon 
^  that  of  Money.  .  He  is  extfeniely  indignant,  in  this  paper,  be- 
cause the  Irish  were  not  permitted  to  have  a  Mint  of  their  own. 
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llieivant  of  smaller  change  also,  which  Swift  *», 
aad  others  of  his  party,  denied  the  existence  of 
during  thfeir  oppoiition  to  Wood's  Patent,  b€gan 
how  to  be  so  extreme,  that  several  persons  in  the 
North,  and  other  parts  of  that  Kingdom,  were  under 
the  necessity  of  making  Copper  and  Silver  Tokens, 
whidh  they  passed  as  promissory  notes  amongst  their 
worknien,  customers,  and  neighbours ;  those  of  Cop- 
per for  two  Pence,  and  those  of  Silver  for  three  Pence. 
On  them  were  struck  the  name  of  the  person  who 
issued  them,  with  the  place  of  his  abode,  and  a  pro- 
mise to  pay  the  sum  for  which  they  were  issued. 
They  were  struck  at  Armagh,  Belfast,  Dromore,  Lur-» 
gan,  and  Porta-down,  and  probably  in  other  places^, 

1729.  The  convenience  which  was  experienced 
from  the  circulation  of  these  Tokens,  probably  sugr 
gefst^  to  Mr.  James  Maculla,  a  brazier  in  Dublin,  n 
plan,  which  he  published,  for  issuing,  in^  his  own 
aanie,  a  sufficient  number  for  the  service  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  ^. 

b  Yet  Swift,  afterwarcb  in  his  Letter  on  Maculla*s  project^  ad- 
mitted that  next  to  the  sc^ircity  of  Silver^  their  greatest  distress, 
in  point  of  Coin,  was  the  want  of  smaU  change.     [Works^'voL 

XV.  p.  ^61.] 

^  ^inon,  page  73. 

d  Swift  Qientions  bis  puhlication>  [Works,  vol.  XV.  p.  360j 
hut  I  have  never  yet  met  with  it,  nor  is  it  noticed  by  Simon. 
Maculla  had  previously  issued  a  Copper  Token  in  17^8  with  this 
inscription,  from'bsary  notes,  value  receiv£.d  duUlin  1728, 
JAMES  MACULLA.  [Suellings  Supplement  to  Simon*s  Irish 
Coins,  page  7,]  the  specimens  which  remain  of  his  prq}ected 
Tokens  are  a  very  neat  Copper  Penny  a^d  Halfpenny^  having  on 
one  side  this  inscription,  t  promise  to  pay  the  bearer,  on  de- 
mand TWENTY  pence  A  POUND  FOR  THESE,  and  OH  the  Beversc, 

CASH  NOTES  VALVE  RECEIVED,  DUBLIN,  17S9,   JAMES  MAC17LLA> 

Id.  or  id.    [Simon,  page  73.] 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 


pmpofal  was  this,  to  give  p\ece$  of  Copper  fov 
a  Halfpeuny  or  Penny,  stamped  with  a  promissoiy 
»ote  to  pay  twenty  Pence  for  every  pound  of  Coppw 
notes,  whenever  they  should  be  returned. 

Eight  and  forty  pf  the  Halfpensiy  Pieces  were  to 
weigh  a  pound,  which  he  consequently  was  to  sell  art 
two  Shillings,  and  thus  would  secure  to  himself 
little  more  than  l6  per  cent,  provided  the  Tokens 
should  be  immediately  returned  to  him  ;  and  pro- 
vided the  expense  of  stamping  should  amount  to 
six  Pence  each  pound,  at  which  he  reckoned  it. 

This  project  he  communicated  to  Swift,  who  was 
now  the  absolute  monarch  over  all  those  who  yvefi 
likely  to  be  much  affected  by  the  circulation  of  the 
Tokens*  He  disapproved  of  the  scheme,  chiefly  on 
this  ground,  that  the  pubJick  could  have  but  little 
security  that  the  Tokens  should  always  be  made^of 
th^  intrinsic  value  which  was  proposed  in  the  pro^ 
ject ;  and  in  a  letter  upon  the  subject,  published  in 
this  year,  he  stated  his  objections  at  considerable 
length,  and  concluded  with  a  proposal  of  his  own 
for  the  issuing  of  Tokens,  of  greater  intrinsic  value 
than  Maculla's,  by  a  society  of  ten  gentlemen,  of 
which  he  himself  was  to  be  one®. 

Swift's  project  came  to  nothing ;  nor  did  the  pub- 
lication of  his  letter  prevent  Maculla  from  continuing 
to  strike  and  utter  his  Tokens  ;  but,  to  what  extenf 
he  carried  the  circulation  of  them,  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining. 

1729.  The  first  Coinage  of  English  Halfpence^ 
and  Farthings  in  this  reign  was  by  virtue  of  a  war-"^ 

•  «-   r    ^ 

I 

*  £etter  on  Maiculla's  Project.  >Swift*8  Works,  8vo.  vol.  XV; 
page  260.  "     ^ 
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FaTit  utider  the  sign  manual  of  Queen  Caroline, 
when  guaFdian  of  the  real m^  dated  July  21,  in  this* 
year,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  and  continued 
by  another  warrant  of  August  the  17th,  1738. 

By  these  warrants  there  wisre  to  be  46  Halfpence 
or  92  Farthings  cut  out  of  one  pound  avoirdupois, 
the  Copper  at  such  a  rate,  and  in  siicli^^ilantities  as 
should  be .  directed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury. :   Four  Pence  Halfpenny  per  pound  were 
allowed  for  bearing  and  sustaining  all  manner  of 
waste,  i&c.  ;  the  Master  and  Worker  to  account  an- 
nually before  the  Auditor,  and  to  be  answerable  to 
(lis  Majesty  for  the  profits  thereof  above  the  charges; 
the  Auditor  to  have  the  same  power  as  in 'auditing 
the  accounts  of  the  Gold  and  Silver ;    the  King's 
Clerk  to  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  or  the  Trea- 
sury, to  make  out  a  roll,  upon  oath,  of  the  weight 
gnd  price  pf  every  parcel  of  new  Money  coined  and 
delivered,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  Moniers  to 
the  Master;  also  to  examine  and^signiall  bills  of 
charges,  repairs,  &c.  and  all  sums  of  Money  paid 
for  Copper  imported  ;    for  which  service  he  was  to 
receive  twepty  Shillings  per  ton  of  all  the  Money 
coined.  ^    ,-    .  -■  i  il 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the 
authority  given  to  them  by  those  warrants,  empow* 
ered  the  Master  of.  the  Mint' ifo  enter  in  to.  con  tract 
with  the  Governpr^and  Company  of  the  Copjper  Mines 
of  England  for  Copper.  The  first  quantity  agreed 
for  was  100  tons,  the  succeeding  ones  for  200  tons 
ea^b.  The  Copper  to  be  melted, and  refined,  with 
pit  coal,  from  ore  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, or  the  Plantations  ;  and  to  be  delivered  in  bars 
or  fillets,  nealed,  of  such  a  fineness  as  to  spread  thin 


CEORGE   II.  ^  ii 


:i 


tmder  theii&ipmer,' when  f  heated  red  hot,  without 
cracking,  and^ of  su^h  a  width  and.  thickness,^ that  46 
Jlalfp^nce  pr^92.Farthmgg  (wi^ho.ut  eifring  in  excess 
or  deflect  aUpye '.  the^  4P^th»  partof  a  poand  weight) 
were  to  make  one*  pound  avoirdupois*  • .  The  cutters 
to  be  sugplied^  by  the .  Mint ; .  and  the  quantity  of 
:fillets  to  be  sufficient  to  coin  180  tons  of  Halfpence 
and  20  tons  of  Farthings.  The  Master  to. pay  half 
^he  value  at  each  delivery,  at  the  rate  of  15|rf.  per 
pound;  the  other  half,  after  the  blanks  were  cut 
out,  in  Money,  scissell,  and  brokage,  reckoning  the 
scisseli  and  brokage  at  the  same  price  as  the  Cop- 
per imported  into  the  Mint  ^, 

1731.  In  this  year  the  Act  for  encouragement  of 
the  Coinage  was  continued  for  seven  years  from  the 
1st  of  March  I730,  with  the  like  provisions  as  \\\ 
the  gth  year  of  George  Iff.      ' 

1732-3.  Together  with  the  Guineas  and  Halt 
Guineas  (which  were  almost  the  only  species  of  Gold 
Money  coined  in  the  Mint  since  the  establishment 
of  the  mill)  a  great  deaf  of  old  hammered  Coins  of 
James  I.  Charles  I.  and  Charles  II.  had  been  hitherto 
current,  by  the  name  of,  Broad  Pieces,  with  their 
Halves  and  Quarters.  Some  of  the  smaller  pieces 
were  dinlinished  by  wearing,  others  by  clipping  or 
filing,  and  were  frequently  refused.  Whereupon  a 
Petition  of  several  Merchants,  and  others,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Hous^  of  Commons,  and  upon  their 
address,  his  Majesty  issued  a  Proclamation,  bearing 
date  the  21st  of  February,  by  which  all  persons  were* 
forbidden  to  receive  or  utter,  by  tale,  after  the  pub- 
lishing of  the  Proclamation,  any  of  the  Gold  Coins 

f  SneUjDg*s  Copper  Coinage,  page  43. 
g  Statute  4  Geo.  II.  chap.  VI, 
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of  25  or  23  Shillings,  commonly  called  Broad  Pieces, 
or  their  Half  or  Quarter.  And  all  Collectors  and 
Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Revenue  were  authorized 
t,o  receive  th^m  by  weight,  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
at  the  rate  of  5^.4. 1*.  per  ounce  troy ;  and  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Mint  were  to  allow  the  same  price, 
during  that  time,  for  all  brought  to  the  Mint,  and  to 
coin  ,the  same  into  other  current  Money  ^.  The 
deficiency  which  would  be  occasioned  by  taking  the 
said  Coins  into  the  Mint,  at  that  rate,  and  all  ex- 
penses of  Coinage,  &c.  relating  to  them,  were,  by  a 
Statute  of  1733,  enacted  to  be  supplied  out  of  the 
Monies  arising  from  the  Coinage  Duty". 

^  Proclamatioa  in  the  Royal  Library.  The  OfBcerB  of  the 
Mint  did  not^  however,  receive  their  authority  until  the  28th  of 
February,  when  it  was  given  to  them  by  warrant,  under  the  King's 
siga  manual,  dated  on  that  day,  in  consequence  of  an  address  of 
the  Commons  presented  upon  the  19th  of  that  month.  [Statute 
6<yeo.  II.  chap.  25.  §  19.}  The  Coins,  thus  prohibited,  consisted 
froperly  of  the  sceptered  Units  of  Crown  Gold  of  King  James  I. 
which  weighing  orighially  a?most  154  grains,  had  been  for  a  great 
while  current  at  25  Shillings  each  ^  of  the  Laureat  twenty  Shil- 
Cng  pieces  of  the  same  King,  and  of  those  of  his  son  and  grand* 
Ma,  Charles  I.  and  II.  which  having  formerly  weighed  above  140 
grains,  had  also  been  long  current  at  83  Shillings  each ;  and  oC 
such  as  remained  of  the  Commonwealth  pieces,  called  the  Cross  sokd 
Harp  Gold,  which  were  of  the  same  weight  and  value  as  the  last. 
But  as  several  Coins  of  King  Edward  VI.  some  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  of  the  first  sceptered  Sovereigns  of  King  James  I.  were, 
though  of  different  weights,  yet  of  the  same  allay,  they  were  also 
taken  in  by  weight  with  the  rest ;  whereas  all  the  Coins  of  Angel 
Gold,  which  were  worth  more  by  the  ounce  than  the  price  al- 
lowed, were  again  returned  to  the  importers,  by  the  Gentlemen 
x)f  the  Mint,  who  had  the  inspection  of  them,  when  any  such,  as 
!t  sometimes  happened,  were  by  mistake  brought  in.  [Folkes, 
p.  133.  note*] 

i  Statute  6  Geo.  11.  chap.  25.  §  19. 
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■  By  these  Statutes  a  complete  atop  was  put  to  the 
currency  of  all  hammered  Money  whati^vef,  the  Act 
of  the  9th  of  William  III.  havin|[alreaidy  prohibited 
the  Silver  Coins  formed  in  that  manner. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  Broad  Pieces  were  to 
be  received  at  the  Mint,  were  so  advantageous- to 
those  who  brought  them  in,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  them  for  the  express 
purpose  of  selling  them  in  that  manner*  It  was 
therefore  declared,  by  Statute,  that  if  any  person  or 
persons  should,  before  the  2 1  st  ^ay  of  February  1 733, 
counterfeit  or  coin  the  said  Broad  Pieces,  or  any 
Halves  or  Quarters  thereof,  or  should  utter  or  vend 
them,  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  &c.  then  all 
and  every  such  offender  and  offenders,  their  conn* 
sellors,  procurers,  aiders,  and  abettors,  in  that  be- 
half, should  be  adjudged  to  be  guilty  of  high  tiaea- 
son,  and,  upon  conviction,  suffer  death  as  in  case^^  of 
high  treason ;  but  the  attainder  was  not  to  extend  to 
corruption  of  blood  ;^  ai^d  no  prosecution  to  be  al- 
lowed unless  it  commenced  within  six  months  after 
the  fact  K 

About  this  time  a  Coinage  veas  projected  for  the 
American  Colonies^  but  vi^hether  carried  into  effect 
is  not  known«  A  specimen  of  it,  the  only  ohe  that 
Snelling  had  ever  seen,  was  in  Mr.  HolHs's  cabindit^ 
It  differed  from  those  pf  George  I.  (the  largest  of 
which  it  equalled  in  size)  chiefly  in  the  impression 
on  the  Reverse^  which  was  a  rose  upon  its  stalk, 
crowned  ^ 

^  Statute  6  Geo.  II.  chap.  26.  According  to  a  MS  note  by 
Browne  Willis,  in  his  copy  of  Leake,  the  amount  of  the  Broad 
Gold  was  nearly  s^.800,000. 

1  Snelling's  Coins  for  the  West  India  Colonies,  page  40.  See 
Supplement,  Part  II. 
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1735.  In  order  to  remedy  the  many  itieon?etii* 
c^ices  which  affected  the  trade,  particularly  the  linen 
oianu&cturev  of  Ireland,  and  his  Majesty's  Revenue 
there,  occasioned  by  the  want  of  good  Copper  Mo* 
tkeyj  his  Majeity  was  graciously  pleased,  at  the  hum^ 
ble  i^equest^  of  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  to 
direct,  in  the  year  1736,  that  a  proper  agent  should 
be  appointed  to  contract  for  fifty  tons  of  Copper,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  and  also  to  authorize  and  command  the 
sa^  Master  of  the  Mint  to  receive  from  such  per-* 
son  Or  persons  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  the 
Lords  Justices,  or  any  of  them,  should  contract  with 
for  that  purpose,  fine  Copper,  which,  when  heated 
red  hot,  would  spread  thin  under  the  hammer  with- 
out cracking,  and  out  of  the  same  to  coin  fifty  tons, 
or  auch  greater  quantity  as  should  be  necessary  for 
that  Kingdom,  one  sixth  part  in  Farthings,  and  five 
sixths  in  Halfpence ;  of  such  size,  as  that  fifty-two 
Halfpence,  or  one  hundred  and  four  Farthings, 
might  make  a  poand  avoirdupois,  except  only  such 
errors  by  accident,  not  by  design,  as  might  happen 
by  the  unequal  size  of  the  bars,  not  exceeding  the 
thirtieth  part  of  a  pound  weight.  And  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's eflBgies,  with  the  inscription  georgius  ir. 
HEX  ™,  should  be  stamped  on  one  side  of  each  piece, 

m  The  omission  of  dei  Gratia^  on  these  Colns^  did  not  pass 
unnoticed.   , 

In  the  Gentleman's  Mfagaziae  for  June  17^  the  following 
epigram  is  preserved : 

*•'  On  the  wdrds  dei  gratia  being  left  out  of  the  new  Irish 

Halfpence  coined  at  the  Tower; 
^'  No  Chrisfian  Kings  that  I  canfind. 
However  match'd  or  odd. 
Excepting  ours,  have  ever  coin'd 
Without  the  gract  of  God. 


\ 

I 


GEORGE  II.  9 

>and  ihe  Irish  Harp  crowned  on  the  other  side,  and 
Wer  it  the  inscription  HiBERNrA,  with  the  date  of  ^ 
jrear  under  it.  And  the  Moniers  of  the  Mint  were 
directed  not  to  distribute  any  of  the  said  Money, 
before  it  had  been  duly  assayed.  »•  ^ 

His  Mi^sty  was  also  graciously  pleased  toodireGl;, 
that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  coinage  >  of  the 
said  fifty  tons  of  Copper,  and  the,  transmittal' the 
said  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  when  coined,  into^his 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  should  be  paid  by  br»  Ma^ 
jesty's  Vice  Treasurer,  &c.  and  that  whatever  pncifit 
should  arise  (after  all  nece^^aiy  expenses  were 
defrayed)  should  go  into  the  public*:  nevenue  at 
large  of  that  Kingdom  ».  '  ' 

Bj  this  acknowledgement  tbey  sbew 

The  mighty  King  of  Kings, 
As  him  from  whom  their  riches  flow. 

Prom  whom  their  grandeur  springs. 

Come  then^  tJrania>  aid  my  pen> 

The  latent  cause  assign,—^  '        ^ 

All  other  Kings  are  mortal*  nMn^ . 

But  Geo  RGs,  *tis  plain,  *s  divine/' 

The  next  month  produced  thisaddrass  '^  To  the  Author  of  the 
Epigram  on  the  new  Irish  Halfp^ce«    . 

"  While  you  behold  th*  imperf<^ct  Coin, 
Receiv'd  without  the  grace  of  Goct, 
All  honest  men  with  you  musf  join, ' 
And  even  Britons  think  it  odd. 

The  Grace  of  God  was  well  left  out. 

And  I  applaud  the  politidAn ; 
For  when  an  evifs  done,  no  doubt* 

'Tis  not  by  GoJ^s  grace,  but  permission.*' 
^  Simon,  page  73.    The  circumstance  of  this  Coinage  may  be 
Considered  as  a  remarkable  instance  of  his  Majesty's  indulgence 
to  the  Irish,  arber  what  had  passed  in  relation  to  Wood's  Moneyv 
[Leake*s  Historical  Account  of  English  Moneys  page  425.] 
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At  the  same  thne  the  Copper  Money  which  hajd 
heretofore  been  eoined^  by  the  Patentees,,  for  the  use 
of  Irdand,  was  commanded  to  be  current,  together 
with  the  Money  to  be  coined  in  his  Majesty's  Mintfor 
the  service  of  that  Kingdom.  And  the  Collectors  of 
bis  Majesty's  Hevenoe  were  ordered  to  receive  such 
Monies  indifferently,  provided  that  no  more  shoold 
be  received,  ici  any  one  payment,  than  twelve  of 
those  Halfpence. 

And  in  case  the  said  Collectors  should,  have  a  re^ 
dmidancy  of  those  Halfpence,  then  they  should  and 
might  pay  to  the  respective  Officers  of  his  Majesty's 
army  in  Ireland,  or  to  such  person  as  should  tender 
an  Exchequer  Acquittance  to  the  said  Collectors  for 
payment  of  his  Majesty's  army,  any  sum  of  the  said 
Halfpence,  not  exceeding  five  Pounds  in  every  hun- 
dred Pounds^  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 
lesser  sum  ;  and  the  like  quantity  to  the  Officers  of 
his  Majesty's  Revenue,  whoshould  receive  their  sa^ 
Jaries  from  the  said  respective  Collectors. 

Orders  were  also  given  for  the  issuing  out  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  in  Ireland,  such  new  coined  Cop- 
per  or  old' Copper  Money,  as  they  should  receive,  to 
such  as  wcrenvilling  to  take  the  same^. 
.  1737.  A  certain  quantity  of  this  Money  was  sent 
over  to  Ireland,  and  after  it  had  been  duly  assayed 
before  his*  Majesty's  Councily  by  the  Assay  Master  of 
Ireland,  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  issued  a 
Proclamation,  on  the  6th  of  May,  declaring  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  intentions*;  and  (in  order  to 
prevent  further  imposition  upon  the  publick  by  the 
uttering  of  false  and  base  Money,  commonly  called 
Raps)    prohibiting   the   making,   or  uttering,   any 
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Halfpence,  &c.  of  Brass,  Copper,  &c.  exidept  the 
Copper  Money  coined  by  the  Patentees,  or  such  as 
was,  or  should  be,  coined  in  his  Majesty's  Tower  of 
London,  for  the  senrice  of  Ireland,  and  forbidding 
the  counterfeiting  any  such  Copper  Money,  on  pain 
of  being  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity  of  the 
law  P. 

In  the  same  year,  a  representation  was  made  to 
bis  Majesty  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of 
Ireland,  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  lof  Silver 
Coin  in  that  Kingdom,  occasioned  by  persons  being 
tempted  to  export  it  to  make  an  advantage  thereof ; 
and  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Gold  Coin  current 
there  was  in  the  two  larger  pieces  of  Portugal  Gold^ 
one  of  which  passing  for  four  Pounds,  and  the  other 
for  forty  Shillingsj^  great  inconveniences  and  difficult 
ties  daily  arose  in  obtaining  change  for  the  same  ^ ; 
and  that  there  being  a  disproportion  between  the 
value  of  the  said  large  pieces,  and  the  lesser  pieces  of 
foreign  Gold  Coin,  to  the  advantage  of  the  larger, 
the  same  had  occasioned  likewise  a  scarcity  of  the 
lesser  pieces  of  Gold  Coin,  by  means  whereof  great 
distress  had  been  brought  upon  the  trade  of  that 
Kingdom,  and  particularly  the  linen  manufacture  ; 
and  also  upon  his  Majesty's  forces  there  ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  humbly  prayed,  that  the  Gold  Coins, 
both  English  and  foreign,  current  there,  might  be 
rated  at  the  quantity  of  English  Silver  they  usually 
passed  for  in  England,  with  the  allowance  of  some 
small  advantage  to  the  lesser  pieces. 

His  Majesty  referred.the  consideration  of  this  re? 
presentation  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Trea- 

V  Simon,  Appendix,  No  CVJl. 

<r  Five  Pence  were  given  to  change  a  Guinea^  and  eight  PcncQ 
a  Moidore.   [Gentleman V  Magazine,  November  1736,  page  (583  ] 
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«ury,  who  reported  that *they  had  taken  the  opitiioil 
of  the  late  Master- Worker;  and  the  rest  of  the  prin- 
cipal Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Mint;  thereupon;  who 
proposed  that' at  reduction  should  be  made  in  the 
value  of  ,tlie  GoldlGoins  current  in  Ireland,  at  least 
as  low  as  they  were:  then  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  that 
the  disproporti9n  between  the  larger  and  lesser  pieces 
should  be  rectified. 

This  proposal  being  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury,  and  approved  of  by  his 
Majesty  in  Council,  a  Proclamation  was  issued,  in 
pursuance  of  his  command,  by  the  Lords  Justices 
and  Council,  on  the  1 0th  of  September,  declaring 
that,  from  and  after  that  day,  the  several  pieces  of 
Gold  Coin  should  be  current  at,  the  following  rates  r 

Weight.;  Value, 

dwt.  gr,  ^^ ,  £,     ^.    d. 

The  Guinea    ------  125 

The  Half  Guinea     --     --  OH     4^ 

The  Moidore      -----6  22       193 

The,jHalf  and  52*^arter  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  Quadruple  Pistole       -    -17     8       3  13     O 

The  Spanifthixa'  French  Double 

Pistole  ^  -    -     -  ^    «     -  8  ifi      1   i(?     6 

The  Single  Pistole,  the  Half,  and 

Quarter,  in  proportion.  .  \    . 
The  French  Louis  d'Or  of  the 

new  species      -.  - :.  -     -/  •     5     5,1     2  ,  e 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro**  ^ ,  , 

portion. 
The  Piece  of  new  Gold  Coin  of 

Portugal     -     -     -     .     ^     -  18   10^     3   17     * 
The  Half,  Quarter,  Half-Quarter,    * 
'   and  Sixteenth^  in  proportbn. 
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Two  Pence  to  be  allowed  for  every  grain  deficient 
in  any  of  the  above  Coins,  one  Penny  for  half  a 
grain,  and  one  Halfpenny  for  a  quarter  of  a  grain ; 
and, ^with  such  allowance/  the  said  Coins  to  here- 
ceived^as  if  of  full  weight,  which,  by  the  Proclama- 
tion, was  declared  to  be, standing  weight  **. 
'^The  introduction  of  the  mill  into  the  Mint,  and 
the  great  attention  which  was  paid  to^^the  regular 
sizing  of  the  Money,  had  entirely  defeated  the  old 
practice  of  culling  out  the  larger  pieces  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clipping.     But  the  ingenuity  of  needy  aixf- 
unprincipled  men  soon  discovered,  that  some  of  the 
Coins  were,  (on  account  of  the  distance  at  which  the 
letters  were  placed  from  the  edge)  capable  of  being 
filed  to  the  amount  of  from  nine  to  twelve  grains,' 
without  much  danger  of  discovery,  as  the  milling 
on  the  edge  could  be  accurately  imitated. 

1738.  This  was  accordingly  practised,  until  the 
number  diminished  at  length  gave  an  alarm  to  Go- 
vernment, and  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September,  this  year,  a  considerable  reward  Was 
offered  for  discovering  and  apprehending  any  of  the 
ofi^nders.  The  piiblick  notice  for  this  purpose  hap* 
pening  to  be  read  by- the  Hev.  Peter  l||ltyitie,  Vicar 
of  Monkton,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  suggested  to  him 
ideas  which,  though  extremely  obvious,  seem  to 
have  escaped  the  attention  of  Government,  which 
tvas  at  that  time,  in- appearance,  solely  intent  upon 
the  punishment  of  the  criminals* 

''•Sure,  I  thought,*^  gays  he,  '^c^ a  man  deserved 
I'eward  for  bringing  one  offender  to  punishment,  he 
>irould  deserve  more  who  <u>uld  shew  how  to  prevent 

r  Simon^  page  74,  ^od  Appendix^  No  CVf . 
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the  evilf  by  removing  the  cause  of  otfoaoe,  atid 
taking  away  the  temptation  to  offend,  and  the  very 
power  of  o&nding.'"  He  accordingly  communicated 
bid.  ideas  of  an  effectual  means  for  preventing  the 
pjractice  of  filing,  for  the  future,  at  the  latter  end 
of  this  year,  to  Lord  Harrington,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  and  to  the  Hon.  Richard  Arundel,  Mastei-  of 
the  Mint,  by  whose  directions  he  presented  a  Me- 
morial to  the  XiOrds  Conlmissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

Thetr  Lordships  directed  the  Master,  &c.  of  the 
Mint  to  examine  into  the  discovery,  which  he  con- 
ceived he  had  made. 

17S9»  They  delivered  in  their  Report  on  the 
10th  of  December  in  this  year,  in  which  they  stated 
that  they  had  ordered  trial  to  be  made  by  the  Work* 
men  of  the  Mint  of  the  methods  proposed  by  him ; 
and  that  in  their  opinion  they  would,  in  a  great  mea^ 
m^e,  hinder  the  filing  of  Guineas,  though  longer 
experience  must  be  required  to  know  the  certain 

His  proposal  was,  to  place  the  letters  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  edge  of  the  piece,  whereby  he  ap{H«^ 
bended  it  could  not  be  filed  without  taking  off  a 
part  of  them,  which  would  be  obl^ioua  to  every  eye; 
and  to  edge  the  Coin  in  a  new  form%  to  prevent 
thereby  the  repairing  the  filed  edges  with  a  common 
tool  or  file.' 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  pamphlet  on  this  subject 
he  described  the  state  of  the  Silver  Coins.  Tlw 
Shillings  were  deficient  from  6  to  above  1 1  per  cent. 
the  Sixpences  from  1 1  to  more  than  22  per  cent. 
Tb^y  were  likewise  very  scarce,  and  their  deficiency 

•  With  angular  strokesr    [Uak^,  page  4%i.l 


1  GECSBLGE   II.  15 

and  scarcity'  were  become  a  great  fnoonvimenoe^ 
which  was  daily  growing  worse  and  worse,  and 
would '  in  a  few  year^  occasion  great  confusion  in 
every  branch  of  trade  and  commerce.  He  conclades 
with  the  following  words :  ^^  And  now  I  will  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  I  believe  I  can  propose  a  ceVtaiiai 
remedy  for  all  these  evils,  and  that  by  one  natimJ^ 
safe,  and  easy  method,  which  will  entirely  put  a  step 
to  all  manner  of  diminishing,  both  of'Gold  and  Sil- 
ver Coin,  restore  the  Money  to  its  weight  a«id  pu-> 
rity,  and  shew  how  it  may  be  kept  in  .that  condition* 
to  future  ages."  * 

In  this^  belief,  I  presume,  \ie  deeeivi^  himself,  for 
Ihave  not  found  that  any  part  of  his  proposal  was 
adopted,  except  that  relating  to  the  position  of  the 
letters  (which  was  by  no  means  new,  as  it  had 
appeared,  according  to  his .  own  statement,^  on  the 
Reverse  of  the  Guineas  struck  in  1719"),  and  the 
angular  miUing,  which  a,^  not  certain  reinedies. 

In  this  year  the  Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  ' 
Coinage  of  Money  was  continued,  upon  the  same 
terms  as  before  \  ^     ■    c 

•  And  in  the  same  Sessions  a  Stabite  was  made  (m^ 
the  better  preventing  frauds  and  abuses  in  Gold  and: 
Silver  Wares. 

This  Act  first  reqited  the  following  Statutes  :9S' 
Edward  I.  cap.  28,  2  Henry  VI.  cap.  14,  I8  Elixa*^ 
betb^  cap.  19,  12  William  III.  eap.  4;  and  then  en« 
acted,  that^  fi*om  and  after  the  s8th  of  May,  17S9$ 

^  Vallavine's  Observations  on  t^e  current  Coin  of  this  King- 
dom, 8vo,  London,  1742. 

u  Iddm/pi^d.  Valkvine  received  ^^.100  for  his  invention, 
trquU^,  &c.  ^. 

X  Statute  19  George  It.  chap.  5. 
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«U  Ciold  Wares  should  not  be  Jess  in  iincMfici^  tbM 
twenty^wo  carats  of  fine  Gold,  and  all  Silver  Wareji 
not  less  than  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  of 
fine  Silver,  in  every  pound  weight  troy;  but  tbi^ 
not  to  extend  to  jewellers  work«  that  is,  to  any  G(>Id 
or  Silver  wherein  any  jewels  or  other  stcnies  should 
be  set,  or  any  other  small  works  of  that  kind.  The 
penalty  ten  pounds  for  every  ofience  y, 

^^  In  this  year  there  was  a  new  Die  for  every  species 
of  Coin,  somewhat  better  than  the  former,  and  the 
graining,  which  had  hitherto  been  diagonal  strokes, 
was  now  made  angular,  upon  occasion  of  a  gang  of 
Guinea  Fiter8,'wbo  bad  taken  more  liberty  than 
usual  with  the  Guineas,  and  for  the  discovery  of 
whom  a  reward  was  publickly  ofi^red.  This  altera* 
tion  in  the  graining  is  certainly  an  improvement^ 
not  being  so  easily  imitated  as  the  straight  strokes  ; 
and,  if  it  were  made  yet  more  difficult  to  counter** 
feit,  it  would  be  a  further  security  for  the  Money."  * 

1741.  In  this  year  the  following  Notice  was 
giiwn  from  the  Mint  Office  in  the  Tower : 

"  Whereas  several  evil-disposed  persons  have 
practised  the  making  of  Shillings  and  Sixpence!  to 
resemble  Guineas  and  Half-Guineas,  by  putting 
sceptres  upon  the  Reverse,  and  gilding  them  over, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majesty's  subjects:  To 
prevent  that  evil  practice,  and  the  publick  firoot 
being  imposed  upon  for  the  future,  the  above  im*r 
pressions  are  published  %  that  all  persons  may  know 
the  difference  between  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins, 

y  Statute  12  George  II.  chap.  36. 
«  Leake,  p.  424. 

*  The  impressions  ^efe  fepresentatiSfe'l^  a  Shillltig  iSfii  a' 
Guinea  of  King  Geoi]ge  I. 
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which  18  the  same  in  every  King's  Coin  as  die  above, 
vix.  the  neck  of  the  head  on,  the  Guinea  is  without 
any  robe  or  drapery  on  the  shoulders.  As  to  the 
Gold  Coin  of  His  present  Majesty,  there  are  no 
sceptres  on  them,  but  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  in 
a  shield.  The  difference  between  the  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver Coin  of  Queen  Anne  is  more  difficult  to  be  dis* 
covered,  after  being  altered  as  above  mentioned;  the 
lock  of  hair,  which  proceeds  from  the  nape  of  the 
neck  over  the  right  shoulder,  and  lies  on  the  right 
breast,  on  the  Guinea,  being  the  only  mark  by  which 
persons  not  well  acquainted  with  Gold  and  Silver 
can  distinguish  the  Guinea  from  the  Shilling,  which 
has  not  that  lock  of  hair. 

**.  Any  person  or  persons  that  sha^l  be  detected  in 
uttering  the  corniterfett  Money  before  mentioned, 
or  any  other  counterfeit  Money,  upon  tiotice  givew 
to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Mint,  such  offenders  will  be 
prosecuted  at  the  Government's  expense."  ^ 

1 743*  This  Notice  having  failed  to  check  the 
practice,  and  Halfpence  and  Earthings  having  been 
coloured  so  as  to  resemble  Shillings  and  Sixpences  ^, 
an  Act  was  passed  in  the  next  year,  which  made 
sQch  oifences  high  treason. 

And  as  the  uttering  of  false  Money,  knowing  it  to 
be  false,  was  a  crime  iVequently  committed  all  over 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  offenders  were  not  deterred, 
because  it  was  only  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  punish^ 

b  Gentleinan's  Magazine^  Febniary  1741,  p.  108.  These  coun- 
terfeit Guineas  were  sold  at  eight  Shillings,  and  the  Half-Guineas 
at  five  Shillings  eacl^.    [Id.  March  1748,  p.  137.] 

«  The  Britannia  side  was  filed  down,  and  then  the  pieces  were 
silvertd  over.    [Id.  September  17S8,  p.  489.] 

VOL.  IV.  C 
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ment  very  often  but  »mall^  thcMigh  there  wsm  giMi 
reason  to  believe  that  the  common  utterers  of  socdi 
Money  were  either  themselves  the  Coiners,  or  in 
confederacy  with  the  Coiners  thereof,  it  was  there- 
fore enacted,  by  the  same  Statute,  that,  from  and 
after  the  29th  day  of  September,  all  persons  so  of- 
fending should  suffer  six  months  imprisonment  for 
the  first  offence,  and  also  find  security  for  good  be-, 
baviour  for  six  months  more,  to  be  computed  from 
the  end  of  the  said  first  six  months ;  and  for  the 
second  offence  should  suflfer  two  years  imprison- 
ment, and  give  security  for  two  years ;  and  for  the 
third  offence  should  be  adjudged  to  be  guilty  of  fe- 
lony without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  it  was  fiirther  enacted,  that  if  any  person 
should  utter  or  ten(Jer  any  counterfeit  Money,  krKwr- 
ing  it  to  be  so,  and  should,  within  ten  days  after, 
utter  or  tender  any- more  counterfeit  Money,  know- 
ing it  to  be  so,  either  to  the  same  person  or  to  any 
other,  or  should,  at  the  time  of  uttering  or  tender- 
ing, have  about  him  or  her  one  or.  more  piece.s  of 
counterfeit  Money,  then  such  person  should  be 
deemed  a  common  utterer  of  false  Moriey,  and,> 
upon  conviction,  suffer  one  year's  imprisonmeiJit 
and  find  sureties  for  good  behaviour  for  two  years 
more ;  and  if  again  convicted  of  uttering  or  tender- 
ing counterfeit  Money,  knowing  it  to  be  so,  then  he 
or  she  should  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  without 
benefit  of  clergy . 

But  nothing  in  that  Act  was  to  be  considered  as 
extending  to  corruption  of  blood  ;  nor  was  any  pro- 
secution to  be  allowed^  unless  it  were  commenced 
within  six  months  after  the  offence. 

And  as  Ihe  coining  or  counterfeiting  the  Copper 
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Money  of  the  Kingdom  was  then  only  a  miede- 
aieanor,  and  the  punishment  very  small »  it  was.  en- 
acted by  the  same  Statute,  that  if  any  person  should 
make,  coin,  or  counterfeit  any  Brass  or  Copper  Mo- 
ney, commonly  called  a  Halfpenny  or  a  Farthing, 
such  person^  together  with  tlie  aiders,  abettors,  and 
procurers,  should,  upon  conviction,  be  imprisoned  for 
two  years,  and  find  sureties  for  good  behaviour  for 
two  years  more. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  a  reward  of  forty 
pounds  should  be  paid  for  the  apprehension  or  pro- 
*secution  to  conviction  of  any  person  guilty  of  the 
aforesaid  treason  or  felony,  and  ten  pounds  upon  the 
conviction  of  any  person  for  counterfeiting  the  Cop- 
per Money ;  and  a  free  pardon  was  offered  to  any 
offender,  out  of  prison,  who  should  discover  two  or 
more  persons  guilty  of  the  said  offences,  so  that  they 
might  be  convicted. 

And  whereas,  by  the  9th  of  Queen  Anne,  four 
hundred  pounds  a  year  were  allowed  out  of  the 
Coinage  Duty  for  the  expense  of  prosecuting  of- 
fenders against  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Coin,  which 
sum,  for  several  years  last  past,  had  proved  greatly 
deficient,  it  was  further  enacted  that  the  Lord  High 
Treasurer,  &c.  should  be  authorized  to  allow,  out  of 
the  Money  arising  from  the  Coinage  Duty,  such 
further  sums  of  Money  as  the  exp^:ises  had  amounted 
to  over  and  above  the  said  four  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  also  so  much  as  he,  &c.  should  see  fit,  for 
defraying  the  future  expenses  of  the  said  prosecu- 
tions, provided  the  said  expenses  did  not,  in  any  one 
year,  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  ^. 

^  Statute  15  George  II.  chap,  28. 
02 
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1746.  In  this  year  an  Act  was  passed  to  continue 
the  Duties  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Coinage  of 
Money,  in  the  usual  form** 

1748.  On  the  14th  of  July,  in  this  year,  Sir 
Alexander  Cuming,  Bart,  presented  a  Memorial  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham,  Esq.  &c. ;  in  which 
he  proposed,  that,  in  order  to  preserve  the  depend- 
ency of  the  British  Plantations  in  North  America  on 
Great  Britain,  the  current  Species  of  Great  Britain 
should  be  made  the  current  lawful  Money  of  the 
said  Plantations,  as  the  proper  measure  of  property 
in  all  Countries  depending  on  the  British  Crown 
and  Nation  ;  and  that  ^.^200,000  sterling  should 
be  coined  at  the  Tower  for  that  purpose.  Which 
sum  was  to  be  made  the  foundation  of  a  Provincial 
Bank' for  all  the  British  Plantations  in  America,  in 
order  to  abolish  the  Paper  Money  in  New  England 
and  Carolina,  and  to  set  aside  the  currency  of  dipt 
Spanish  Money  in  Jamaica  and  elsewhere. 

Cuming  Was  an  enthusiast,  and  his  proposal  was 
considered  as  visionary  by  Administration  ^ 

1750.  In  the  month  of  September,  this  year, 
^Uhe  Bank  and  Excise  Office  notified  that  they 
would  not  take  any  Guineas  that  wanted  six  grains 
in  weights."  This  notice  appears  not  to  have  been 
sanctioned  by  Government,  and  was  extremely  in* 
judicious,  as  it  pointed  out  a  ready  and  safe  means 
of  putting  off  Guineas  when  so  reduced,  and  thus 
afforded  encouragement  to  the  operations  of  filing  and 
sweating,  which  it  was  probably  intended  to  check. 

* 

«  Statute  19  George  II.  chap.  14. 

f  Lysons*s  Environs  of  London^  vol.  IV.  p.  21. 

g  Gentleraan's  Magazine^  1750,  pages  427^  467. 
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1751.  The  practice  of  counterfeiting  the  Copper 
Money  still  continuing,  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
upon  the  12th  of  July,  I75I,  to  enforce  the  Act  of 
the  1 5th  year  of  the  King  ^. 

It  should  seem  that  this  practice  was  carried  to  a 
greater  extent  in  Birmingham  than  in  any  other 
town,  on  which  account  those  counterfeit  Coins 
received  a  denomination,  which  continued  (as  will 
be  seen  hereafter)  until  that  place  became,  by  a 
strange  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mint,  the 
legitimate  spot  where  the  Coinage  of  Copper  Money 
was  appointed  to  be  carried  on. 

The  illegal  Birmingham  Mints  attracted  the  no- 
tice of  Government  as  early  as  the  year  1744»  when 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Mint  was  sent  down,  and  many 
persons  were  convicted,  and  suffered  two  years  im- 
prisonment. The  punishment  of  these,  however, 
was  not  sufficient  to  deter  others,  for  about  this 
time  the  counterfeit  Halfpence  abounded  more  than 
ever  in  that  town,  insomuch  that  few  payments 
were  made  without  a  large  proportion  of  them. 
From  thence  they  were  circulated  all  over  the  King- 
dom, insomuch  that  they  became  a  publick  nui- 
sance, and  meetings  of  tradesmen  were  held,  and 
resolutions  were  made  to  take  those  Halfpence  no 
more*. 

1753      "  These  measures,  however,  did  not  stop 


^  SnelliDg*s  View  of  the  Copper  Coinage,  p.  44. 

.»  Gentleman's  Magazine,  November  1752,  p.  500.  It  is  there 
calculated  that  a  stamp  for  those  Halfpence  would  coin  fifty 
gross  in  a  day,  with  two  pair  of  hands.  The  cpst  under  eight 
Pence  a  pound,  which  was  circulated  at  tliree  Shillings,  provided 
they  were  put  off  as  current  Coins.  They  were  chiefly  uttered 
by  unprincipled  tradesmen,  who  forced  their  workmen  to  take 
them  as  wages. 
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the  evil;  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1753  it 
was  computed  that  nearly  one  half  (or  two-fifths)  of 
the  current  Copper  Money  was  counterfeit,  and  the 
same  resolutions  were  repeated ;  and  about  a  twelve* 
month  afterwards  a  Petition  and  Representation 
were  made  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  by  several 
bakers,  butchers,  and  other  dealers  in  provision  and 
the  necessaries  of  life,  praying  a  suspension  of  the 
Copper  Coinage  for  a  few  years,  and  that  some  Laws 
might  be  enacted  and  enforced  to  prevent  its  being 
counterfeited ;  both  of  which  were  sent  down  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Mint,  ordering  likewise  a  stoppage 
to  be  put  to  the  Coinage,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  Copper  Company  was  ordered  to  send 
no  more  fillets  after  one  month;  nor  were  any 
more  Halfpence  made,  but  from  those  fillets,  during 
this  reign."  ^ 

In  this  year  the  Coinage  Duties  were  continued 
for  seven  years,  in  the  usual  manner  K 

•^  A  proposal  was  now  sent  over  fr<Mn  Arthur 
Dobbs,  esq.  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  to  coin 
Copper  Money  for  that  Colony,  to  consist  of  pieccss 
of  the  value  of  two  Pence,  ohe  Penny,  and  an  Half- 
penny of  their  Currency,  which  was  in  proportion 
to  that  of  England  as  four  to  three.  The  quantity 
to  be  coined  to  be  determined  by  the  Governor  and 
Council,  but  not  to  exceed  fifty  tons.  They  to 
deliver  the  Copper  into  the  Mint,  to  pay  all 
expenses  and  fees  attending  the  Coinage,  and  to 
have  suqh  a  device  upon  the  Coins  as  should  be 
thought  proper. 

k  SaeUwg's  Coppec  Coinqg^,  p*  44» 
1 .  Statute,97  George  IT.  chap.  11. 
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**  This  proposal  was  seat  down  from  the  Treasury 
^  to  the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  for  their  consideration^ 
who  suggested,  that  one  half  of  what  should  be 
coined  should  be  in  Halfpence  of  such  a  size^  as 
that  6l  pieces  should  make  1  lb.  avoirdupoize;  that 
one  fourth  should  consist  of  Twopenny  Pieces,  and 
the  other  fouj-th  of  Penny  Pieces,  of  a  proportional 
weight  to  the  Halfpence.  The  Remedy  to  be  one 
forty-fifth  part  of  a  pound  avoirdupoise,  and  tbafc 
not  by  design  but  by  accident.  The  Coinage  to  be 
performed  at  the  same  price  as  those  for  Ireland^ 
viz.  five  f^ence  per  pound  for  the  Master,  and 
twenty  Shillings  per  hundred  for  the  Controller. 
The  proportion,  as  to  the  number  of  each  sort,  to 
be  kept,  as  an  increase  of  the  Halfpence  would 
increase  the  expense.  One  side  to  have  the  King's 
effigies,  with  georgius  ii.  rex;  on  the  Reverse 
the  Arms  of  North  Carohna,  inscribed,  sept.  Caro- 
lina, and  under  it  the  date  of  the  year. 

"  It  is  believed  that  this  proposal  was  never  car- 
ried into  execution.**™ 

1755.  "In  the  following  year  a  proposal  was 
ruade  to  call  in  and  re-coin  all  the  Copper  Money ; 
and  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jesty in  Council  a  Report  from  the  Mint  upon  that 
subject,  together  with  their  opinion,  that  it  would 
greatly  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  if  the 
genuine  Halfpence  and  Farthings  were  ordered  to 
be  current  at  six  and  three  to  a  Penny;  but  as  to 
calling  in  the  Copper  Coin,  as  it  would  be  attended^ 
with  many  inconveniences,  and  a  very  great  ex- 


n  SneYlirigls  View  of  tbiiis  struck  iAtfte  W^t  IndlA  QoH&eAca, 
pjkge  40.  ' 
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pense,  their  Lorddhips  tould  not  advise  his  Majesty 
to  give  any  orders  in  relation  thereto. 

*•' But  this  reductibn  was  opposed,  and  another 
Bepresenftation  and  Petition  laid  before  the  Privy 
Council,  by  several  of  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects  loaded  with  Copper  Money  (whose 
chairman  was  John  Whalley),  together  with  a 
scheme,  shewing*  how  the  Re-coinage  might  take 
place  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  Pence  per  lb.  avoirdu- 
poize,  and  to  oblige  all  those  possessed  of  the  old 
to  bring  it  to  the  Mint,  where  they  were  to  receive 
twenty-one  Pence  per  lb.  for  it;  therefore  they 
would  lose  three  Pence  per  lb.  and  the  publiek  ten 
Pence  (one  pound  being  estimated  at  eleven  Pence). 
They  supposed  that  one  half  might  be  brought  in  as 
above,  and  the  other  half  essTchanged  for  new  Coin 
at  sixteen  Pence ;>er  lb.;  therefore  the  subject  would 
lose,  in  that  case,  one  third,  or  four  Pence,  per  lb. 
weiglit,  and  the  Government  five  Pence ;  and  as  the 
total  currency  was  by  them  supposed  to  be  l800 
tens,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  publiek  would  be 
^126,000,  besides  ^4000  more  expended  in  coin* 
ing;  and  the  loss  to  individuals  would  be  ^9^,400 
sterling;  and  the  whole  loss  sustained  ^:22^,4O0. 
However,  the  matter  rested  here ;  nor  can  we  find 
that  any  thing  more  was  done  in  relation  thereto., 

"The  Laws  relating  to  coining  and  counterfeit- 
ing were  also  looked  into,  a  difficult  point  being 
now  started,  whether  the  Copper  Coins  were  to  be 
oonsidered  strictly  as  current  Money,  and  to  be 
protected  as  such,  or  whether  they  were  not  only  so 
to  a  sjpecial  purpose.  The  latter  of  these  opinions 
appears  to  have  obtained ;  fqr,  though  the  Statute 
1^  George  II.  chap.  28,  inflicted  punishment   in 
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several  degrees  oo  utterers  of  any  fake  and  counter^ 
feit  Money,  yet  it  was  construed  not  to  extend  to 
the  uttering  of  counterfeit  Halfpence  or  Farthings."" 

1 757.  In  the  3l8t  year  of  this  reign,  an  Act  was 
Hiade  to  repeal  the  Statute  of  the  6th  of  the  King, 
by  which  a  Duty  of  Sixpence  was  imposed  upon 
every  ounce  troy  of  Silver  Plate  imported  into,  or 
made  in.  Great  Britain ;  and  a  Duty  of  forty  Shil- 
lings for  a  License  to  be  taken  out  by  every  person 
trading  in,  selling,  or  vending  Gold  or  Sliver  Plate, 
was  granted  in  lieu  of  it.  To  take  place  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  June,  1758;  and  the  License  to 
be  taken  out  annually,  on  forfeiture  of  twenty 
Pounds. 

By  the  same  Act,  the  Statute  of  the  13th  of  the 
King,  for  the  better  preventing  frauds  and  abuses 
in  Gold  and  Silver  Wares,  was  likewise  repealed^ 
because  the  punishment  which  was  enacted  by  it 
against  counterfeiting  stamps  and  marks  upon  Gold 
or  Silver  Plate,  was  not  sufficiently  severe  to  pre- 
vent  that  practice,  and  the  said  crime  was  now 
made  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy  ^. 

,1760.  On  the  25th  of  October,  this  year,  his 
Majesty  died,  in  the  Palace  of  Kensington. 

No  alteration  was  made  in  the  style  upon  the 
Coins  during  this  reign. 

Specimens  of  the  Money  coined  in  the  German 
Dominions  may  be  seen  in  the  second  Supplemental 
Plates. 

No  .other  Mints  were  worked  but  that  in  the 
Tower  and  in  the  German  Dominions* 

^  Snelliiig*s  Copper  Coinage^  p.  45. 
o  Statute  31  Geoi^  II.  cap.  xxxii. 
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1760.  On  the  demise  of  George  II.  his  grandson 
succeeded  to  the  Crown  by  the  name  of  George  II L 

At  his  accession,  the  Cpioage  was  found  to  be  in 
a  very  imperfect  state.  The  Crown  Pieces  had 
almost  wholly  disappeared,  though  there  had  been 
coined,  at  the  general  re-coinage  in  the  reign  of 
King  WiUiam  lU.  and  occasionally  ^i^ter wards,  a 
number  that  amounted  in  value  to  ^\f5i3i047.^ 
The  Half  Crowns  which  remained,  and  whi<:;b  were 
to  a  certain  degree  defaced  and  impaired,  were  by  no 
means  adequate  in  number  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Of  these  had  been  coined, 
during  the  same  period,  to  the  value  of  ^2,329,370. 
.  The  Shillings  had  lost  almpst  every  mark  of  im- 
pression either  on  the  Obverse  or  Reverse,  and  the 
Sixpences  were  in  a  worse  state.  Of  the  former  had 
been  coined,  during  the  time  abovementioned,  the 
value  of  ^3,232,680,  and  of  the  latter  ^9^0,795. 

The  Gold  Coins  had  not  been  diminished  so 
much ;  but  they  were  rapidly  approaching  that  state 
which,  in>  Uj^e,  year  17 73,  compelled  his  Majesty's 
Minister$(to  Jake  some  steps  to  prevent  the  entire 
ruin  of  that  part  of  the  Coinage  ^. 

No  alteration  was  made  in  the  standard  upon  his 
accession. 

P  The  total  Coinage  of  Silver,  during  that  period  of  about  64 
years,  was  ^8,076,092.  the  far  greater  part  of  which  had  been 
either  much  dimiitifthedj  or  coasigBed  to  the  crucible. 

<1  Lord  LiverpooFs  Letter  to  the  King  on  the  Coins  of  the 
Realm,  page  2.  He  estimates  the  deficiency  of  the  Shillings  at 
one  sixth,  and  of  the  Sllxpences  at  one  fourth  of  their  original 
weight. 
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\tk  hia  first  year  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  conti* 
nuance  of  thf  Coinagia  Dutiesi  m  the  usual  foroi^ 
aod  with  the  usual  declarations  of  the  great  ben^ 
which  had  arisen  from  that  ttfeasure. 

But  if  it  were  ever  actually  beneficial^  which  is 
mi^ch  to  be  doubted,  its  efficacy  was  now  unquesh 
tionably  much  on  the  decline,  especially  with  respect 
to  the  Silver  Money ;  for  that  metal  was  become  so 
valuable  that  its  price  would  not  allow  a  profit  upon 
bringing  it  to  the  Mint,  even  though  the  expense  of 
Coinage  was  defrayed  out  of  the  publiok  purse. 
Consequently  no  coinage  of  Silver  took  place  (ex- 
cept the  striking  of  a  few  pieces  below  the  Sixpence 
in  1762  can  be  considered  as  <a  Coinage ')  until  the 
year  j  763,  when  a  few  Shillings  were  coined,  toge- 
ther with  Four-penny,  Three-penny,  Two-penny, 
and  Pen  ny-pieces  *. 

A  Coinage  of  Grold,  however,  took  place  in  the 
year  1760*;  and  Quarter  Guineas,  which  had  not 
been  coined  since  the  reign  of  George  I.  when  they 
originally  appeared,  were  struck  in  the  following 
year  ^. 

1764.   .There  were  patterns  of  Shillings  in  thris 
year,  but  it  is  believed  that  none  were  coiled  for 
common  currency;  there  were  also  patterns  in  1775  \ 
and  1778  ^ 

1 769.    In  this  year  that  part  of  the  Statute  of  t\m 

•% 

r  Leake,  Appendix  to  the  edition  of  17^*  pagp  4.  It  is  there 
stated  that  Penny,  Two-penny,  Three-penny,  and  Four-penny 
Pieces  were  then  coined.  «  I'd.  ibid. 

t  Chalmers's  Considemtion9  on  ComBpierce,  &c; 'I^Ue«  Appen-» 
4iis>  N<»I. 

u  Snelling's  Gold  Coinage,  page  SS. 

X  Leake^  Appendix,  page  5. 
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7th  and  8th  of  William  IIL  which  restrained  per- 
sona keeping  inns,  taverns,  &<^.  &c.  from  publicklj 
using  any  wrought  Plate,  or  any  utensil  or  vessel 
1;hereof,  except  spoons,  being  found  very  inconve- 
nient, and  productive  of  many  frivolous  and  vexa- 
tious suits,  and  also  detrimental  to  the  Revenue,  was 
repealed  y. 

And  in  the  same  Session ,  the  Act  of  the  1st  of 
the  King  to  continue  the  Duties  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Coinage  of  Money,  was  made  perpe- 

For  some  time  the  practice  of  clipping  the  Gold 
Coins  of  the  Kingdom,  had  been  carried  on  in  the 
parish  of  Halifax,  &\id  the  towns  adjacent,  and  in 
divers  other  places  within  the  West  Riding  of  the 
County  of  York. 

This  occasioned  the  publication  of  an  advertise- 
ment, by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Mint,  in  which  he 
stated,  that  there  was  great  reason  to  believe,  that 
numbers  of  persons  had  been  drawn  into  the  com- 
jnission  of  that  offence,  not  knowing,  at  the  time, 
that  by  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  the  same  was  de- 
clared to  be  high  treason ;  and  afterwards  having 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  consequence  of  their 
o^ence,  nevertheless  continued  the  practice  thereof, 
frqtn  an  apprehension  that  they  could  not  make  a 
discovery  without  convicting  themselves.  He  there- 
fore gave  publick  notice,  that  by  the  Statute  of  the 
7th  of  William  HI.  all  such  offenders  against  the 
current  Coinage  of  the  Realm,  were  entitled  to  his 
]V|ajesty*s  pardon  on  the  discovery  of  two  or  more 
persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  offences,  and 

7  Statute  9  G.  III.  chap.  11.  >  Id.  chap.  25. 
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besides  some  privileges  in  particular  cases,  would 
further  receive  the  reward  of  forty  Pounds  for  every 
person  convicted  *. 

1770.  A  Copper  Coinage  for  Ireland  preceded 
that  of  England,  the  first  specimens  of  the  former 
bearing  date  in  176%  whereas  the  latter  did  not  take 
place  until  the  year  1 770  \ 

In  this  year,'  up6n  the  38th  day  of  November, 
an  Indenture  was  made  between  the  King  and  th^ 
Hon.  Charles  Sloane  Cadogan,  Master  and  Worker 
of  the  Mint,  by  which  it  was  covenanted  that  the 
foUo^^g  Monies  should  be  made : 

Of  Gold  32  carats  fine,  and  44  Guineas  and  an 
half  to  the  pound  troy,  six  sorts  ;  with  the  foHowr 
ing  allowance  to  the  Master. 

To  the  Die  Forger^ 
for  forging  tlie  Oicf. 
£.     9,    d. 


Five  Guineas. ...   6 
Two  Guineas    . .   6 

Guinea 6 

Half  Guinea  ....   7 
Seven  Shillings..    9  10^ 
(Quarter  Guinea  c  1 1     3 


To  the 

Mooeye 

ri. 

£,      M. 

d. 

ro  3 

0 

0  3 

0 

0  3 

6 

0   4 

6 

0     6 

0 

Lo    7 

0 

O     O     1 

0     0     1 


0  0  1 

0  0  1^ 

0  0  ,2 

0  0  3 


Of  Silver,  1 1  oz.  2  dwt.  fine,  and  62  Shillings  to 
the  pound  troy,  eight  sorts :  ^^^.j  ,^  ; , 

•  Advertisement,  dated  White  Lion,  Hah'fia'i'li^c.  14,  1769. 
It  announces  that  the  towns  of  Hali&x,  Leeds,  and  Bradford, 
had  offered  an  additional  reward  of  ten  Guineas  upon  the  oonHe^ 
tion  of  any  ofiender.    See  7  W.  III.  chap  .17* 

h  Leake,  Appendix,  page  16.  yf 

c  Respecting  the  Seven  Shillings  laece,  and  the  Quarter 
Guinea,  the  Indenture  declaired,  that  the  Master  should  not  be 
under  any  obligation,  to  cola  either  of  them,  except  when  h^ 
should  by  his  Majesty,  or  the  Lord  (ligb  Trei^urer,  or  CofQOiis^ 
sioners  of  his  Msyesty's  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  be  ordered 
and  directed  to  coin  the  same. 
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To  tha  To  the  Die  Forger, 

Moo6yer8.      for  for^in;  the  Dies. 


o    o  lol 0 


''Mas- 
ter to 
pay 


0 
0 
0 
O 
0 

Lo 


Crown 1  5|1 

Half  Crown  ....  1  5^    out  of 

ShUliog 1  1(4    which 

Sixpence   2  2    l^  the 

Groat 2  4| 

Half  Sixpence  ..  S  9| 

Half  Groat 3  2 

Penny   3  11|^ 

The  Remedies  one-sixth  of  a  carat  for  the  Gold, 
and  S  dwt.  for  the  Silver. 

The  Indented  Trial  Pieces  for  Gold  4th  J.  II. 
Silver  1st  G.  II.  or  such  as  might  hereafter  be 
directed  to  be  made  by  his  present  Majesty  **. 

1771.  In  this  year  the  Coins  were  in  a  most 
disgraceful  and  alarming  state.  According  to  the 
representations  of  a  pamphlet  which  was  then  pub- 
lished, the  Gold  Coins  had  never  before  been  so  de- 
ficient ;  those  of  the  present  King  being  the  most 
defective.  They  were  sent  over  to  Holland,  and 
there  filed,  and  then  returned  and  put  into  circula- 
tion. Three  fourths  of  the  Silver  was  base.  The 
Whiteners  were  able  to  colour  a  piece  of  metal,  for 
a  Sixpence  or  a  Shilling,  so  that  it  could  pass  through 
a  dozen  hands  before  it  would  be  discovered. 

The  Copper  was  as  bad  as  the  Silver,  and  though 
twenty  tons  were  said  to  have  been  coined  in  the 
Mint,  yet  but  little  was  to  be  sfeen;  the  counterfeiters 
having  destroyed  them,  in  prder  to  promote  the  cir- 
culation of  their  base  Money  *. 

The  state  to  which  the  Copper  Coinage  was  re- 
duced, occasioned  the  passing  of  a  Stsitute  in  this 
Session,    for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the 

<1  Printed  by  ordiar  of  Parliament  April  6,  1813. 
e  Letter  to  the  Members  of  Parliament  on  ths  present  State 
of  the  Coinage,  8vo.  liOndon^  1771. 
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counterfeiting  of  that  species  of  Coin*  It  repre* 
sented,  that  such  offence  being  punishable  only  as 
a  misdemeanor,  the  practice  thereof  had  '  of  late 
years  greatly  prevailed^  ancl  was  likely  to  increase, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  trade,  &c.  for  redress  of 
which  growing  mischief  it  was  enacted,  that  from 
and  after  the  24th  of  June  1771^  the  making,  coin* 
ing,  or  counterfeiting  any  of  the  Copper  Monies 
of  the  Realm,  commonly  called  an  Halfpenny  or 
Farthing,  should  be  felony ;  as  should  also  be  the 
buying,  selling,  taking,  receiving,  paying,  or  puttit^ 
off  any  counterfeit  Copper  Money  not  melted  down, 
or  cut  in  pieces,  at  or  for  a  lower  rate  or  value, 
than  its  denomination  imported,  or  the  same  was 
counterfeited  for. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  J|istices  of  .the  Peace,  on  the  oath  of  one 
credible  person,  that  there  was  cause  to  suspect  that 
ai^y  person  or  persons  had  been  concerned  in  such 
counterfeiting,  to  cause,  by  warrant  under  their 
hand,  search  to  be  made  in  the  dwelling-house,  &c. 
of  such  suspected  person  or  persons,  for  tools  and 
implements  for  coining  such  Copper  Monies.  And 
if  such  should  be  found  hid  or  concealed,  or  in  the 
custody  of  persons  not  then  employed  in  the  coining 
Money  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Mints,  nor  having 
the  same  by  some  lawful  authority,  that  then  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  persons  so  discovering  the 
same  to  seize  and  carry  them  to  some  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  who  should  cause  the  same  to  be  secured  and 
produced  in  evidence  against  any  person  or  persons 
who  should  be  prosecuted  for  any  of  the  aforesaid 
offences ;  which  instruments,  after  they  had  been 
so  produced,  were  to  be  destroyed^  or  otherwise 


3t  ANN4LS   or  THE   COINAGE. 

ditpoied  of^  as  the  Cport  where  such  (^ndart 
should  be  tried^  should  direct  ^ 

1772.  In  this  year  prosecutions  for  offences 
against  the.G>ios  had  been  so  numerous,  that  the  al- 
lowance of  Bi%  hundred  Pounds  per  afmum,  according 
to  the  Statute  of  the  15th  of  George  the  Second,  was 
inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  on.  It 
was  therefore  enacted,  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  should  be  enabled  to  allow 
out  of  the  Coinage  Duty  the  sum  of  ^1,136.  19^^. 
10i2.  for  the  expenses  of  such  prosecutions  in  the 
year  1770,  over  and  above  the  sum  yearly  allowed 
for  that  purpose  i^. 

1773>.  In  this  year  an  Act  was  passed  for  the 
appointment  of  Wardens  and  Assay  Masters  for 
assaying  wrought  Plate  in  the  towns  of  Sheffield 
and  Birmingham^ 

As  was  also  another,  which  repealed  that  clause 
in  the  Statute  of  the  31st  of  George  I.  by  which 
counterfeiting,  &c.  the  marks  on  wrought  Gold  and 
Silver  Plate,  was  declared  to  be  felony  without  bene* 
fit  of  clergy;  and  enacted  that  suoh  offences  should 
be  punished  only  by  transportattoa  for  fourteen 
years*.  .         -  • 

In  the  same  Session  another  Statute- was  made 
for  the  better  preventing  the  counterfeiting,  clip- 
ping, and  other  diminishing  the  Gold  Coin  in  the 
Kingdom ;  the  preamble  of  which  recited,  tlmt^ 
*^  Whereas  the  preii:enting  the  currency  of  clipped 
and  unlaiij|blly  diminished  and  counterfeit  Monejr 
is  a  more  effectual  means  to  preserve  the  Coin  of 

t  Statqte  11 G.  IIL  disp.  40.      f  Ststuts  1«  C.  IIL  ohsp.  M. 
h  Sutute  ;S  G.  III.  chap,  52.        i  3Ututfi  13  G.IlLckap.59. 
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thi$  JS^uigdafii  entire  And  p%ste^  thAti  tbe  mosti4gdr^ 
c^s  laws  for  the  punishment  of  ^uch  arditifhiisb  bf^ ' 
counterfeit  the  same.     And  whereas  by  "tfie  known 
laws  of  tbts  Kingdom,  no  person  ought  to  pay,  or 
knowingly  tender  in  payment,  any  counterfeit  or^ 
unlawfully  diminished  Money,  and  all  person^  may ' 
not  only  refuse  the  same,  but  may,  atid  by  Ifa^  - 
antient  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  thitr  KingdcWh^' 
have  been  required  to^  destroy  and  d^fae^  tbe  same ;'" 
and  more  particularly  the  Tellers  in  the  Receipt  of 
,the  Exchequer,  by  their  duty  and  oath  of  office,  are  ^ 
requiried  to  receive  no  Money  but  good  and  true ;  and' 
to  the  end  the  same  might  be  the  better  discerned 
and  known  by  the  antient  course  of  the  said  receipt  6f 
the  Exchequer,  all  Money   ought   to   be   received  ' 
there  by  weight  as  well  as  tale:' And.  whereas,  by'- 
an  Act,  passed  in  the  ninth  and  tenth*  y^rs' of- the»* 
reigh  of  the  late  King  William  III:  (entitled  ^» 
Act  for  the  better  preventing  the  cownierfBiting^a* 
clipfi^ng^  and  oth^r  diminishing  tim  Coin  of  ilmy- 
Kingdom)  provisions  ai«  made  fort  preventidg  th)s^^ 
currency  of  clipped  and  counterfeit  Silver  Money,  ^♦i 
but  respecting  the  Gold   Money   no  provisioii'  isv* 
thereby   made  ;*'  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  it  ^^i* 
shipuld  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  whom  any  Goli 
Money  should  be  tendered,  either  diminished  otl^r^ 
wise  than  by  reasonable  wearing,  or  that  by  tt|e 
stamp,  impression,,  colour,  or  weight  thereof,?  be- -«il 
shauld  suspect  tp  be  counterfeit^^  to  cut,  break,  or  de^  - 
face  suqh  piece;,  and  ifsuch' piece  should  »][^ac  t6r;& 
,  be  unl^awipally  d|^nw^hed>  i  Qi^  <ipfinterl«t>  then  the  tci 
person  tendering  it  should  bear  the  loss  thereof ;  but 
if  t|^  iijaae^sfaQiild  «p{mir  to  be^laMul  Money,  tii^ 
the^persion^who  cut,  'Ac.  the  sdmfey  should  taike  iixid 

vox..  IV,  D 
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receive  it  at  the  same  rate  as  it  was  coiDed  for ; 
and  that  any  dispute  concerning  the  same  should 
be  determined  by  a  hearing  before  a  magistrate^ 
who  should  have  power  to  administer  an  oath^  as 
he  should  see  convenient. 

And  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  &c.  were 
required  to  cut,  break,  or  deface,  every  piece  of 
unlawful  Gold  Money  which  should  be  offered  to 
them  iji  payment  of  any  part  of  His  Majesty's 
Revenue,  &c.  and  the  better  to  discover  Gold 
Money  either  counterfeit  or  unlawfully  diminished, 
from  the  good  and  true,  they  were  ordered  to  weigh 
in  whole  sums,  or  otherwise,  all  Gold  Money 
received  by  them ;  and  if  any  piece  thereof  should 
seem,  by  the  weight  or  otherwise,  to  be  counterfeit, 
or  unlawfully  diminished*^  that  the  same  should  not 
be*  received  by  or  from  them,  in  the  said  receipt  of 
the  .Exchequer,  nor  should  be  allowed  them  upon 
their  respective  accounts^. 

In  consequence  of  this  Act  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  by  their  otder  dated  on  the  33d  of 
July,  directed  all  manner  of  Officers  concerned  in 
the  receipt  of  his  Majesty's  Revenues,  to  cut,  break, 
and  deface,  all  and  every  piece  of  Gold  Coin  o£  the 
Realm  that  should  be  tendered  to  them  in  payment, 
in  the  course  of  the  receipt  of  the  said  Revenue, 
more  deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates  settled  in 
the  table  following,  viz. 

dwts*  gt. 
Guineas  coined  sin^e  the  thirty-<first  day  of 

December  1771  --------5       8 

Half  Guineas,  during  the  same  period  -     ^     2     l6 

k  Statute  13  G.  III.  chap.  71. 
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dwts.  gr. 
Gruineas  coined  during  the  reign  of  the 
King,  and  prior  to  the  first  of  January 

1772 -5       6 

Half  Guineas,  during  the  same  period  -  -  2  14 
Quarter  Guineas,  during  the  same  period  -  1  7 
Guineas  coined  prior  to  the  commencement    '  - 

of  the  reign  of  the  King  -----  5  3 
Half  Guineas,  during  the  same  period  -     -     ^13' 

* 

'i 

.  In  the  Gazette  of  the  31st  of  July  the  Bank  gave 
iK>tice,  at  the  request  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
that  any  quantity  of  Guineas,  &c.  (cut  and  defaced 
agreeable  to  the  Act)  not  less  than  fifty  Guineas  in 
a  parcel,  would  be  taken  in  there  on  Monday  August 
the  second,  and  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Saturday,  until  further  notice,  at  the  rate  of  three 
Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  ten  Pence  Half- 
penny per  ounce"*. 

1774.  At  this  timie  considerable  quantities  of 
old  Silver  Coins  of  the  Realm,  or  Coins  purporting 
to  be  such,  greatly  below  the  standard  of  the  Mint 
ih  weight,  were  imported  into  the  Kingdom,  and 
it  was  thought  expedient  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  to  prevent  a  practice  which  might  then  be 
carried  on  to  the  very  great  detriment  of  the  pub- 
liclc;  an  Act  was  therefore  passed  by  which  such 
importation  was  prohibited,  fnom  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  1774,  either  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land. And  it  was  provided  in  the  Act,  that  if  any 
such  Silver  Coin^  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of 

r 

^  Prodamation  for  calling  in  and  re-coining  the  deficient  Gold 
Coin.  m  Gentleman's  Magazine  1773,  page  357. 
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five  Pounds,  should  be  found  by  any  OflSter  of  bis 
Majesty's  Customs,  on  board  any  vessfefl,  &c.  witfaifi 
the  said  Kingdoms,  or  in  the  custody  of  any  person 
coming  directly  from  the  water-side,  or,  upon  infor- 
mation, in  any  house,  shop,  &c.  then  it  should  be 
lawful   for  the  said  Officer  to  stop  and  put  such 
Coin  in  his   Majesty's  Custom-house   warehouse; 
and  if,   upon  examination,  the  said   Silver  Coin 
should  appear  to  be  of  the  established  standard  of 
the  Mint  in  weight  and  fineness,  then  the  same 
should,  upon  demand,  be  delivered  to   the  owner 
thereof,  without  fee  or  reward ;  and  the  said  Offi- 
cer, or  any  person  acting  in  his  assistance,  should 
not  be  liable  to  any  action,  &c,  for  searching,  stop- 
ping, or  detaining  the  same.     But  if  the  said  Coin, 
or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  found  deficient  either 
in  weight  dr  fineness,  then  the  same,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  should  be  so  deficient,  should  be  forfeited ; 
and,  after  condemnation,  should  be  melted  down, 
cut,  or  otherwise  defaced)  in  such  manner  as  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Customs  and  Reve- 
nue respectively  should  direct.     One  half  of  the 
produce  of  the  same  to  be  to  his  Majesty's  use,  the 
other  to  such  Officer  br  Office's  of  the  Custom*  lis 
should  sue  and  prosecute  for  the  same. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  no  tender  in  the 
payment  of  Money,  in  the  Silver  Coin  of  the  Realm, 
of  ahy  sum  exceeding  tweniiy-five  Pounds,  at  any 
one  time,  should  be  allowed  as  a  legal  tender  within 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  for  more  than  acoording 
to  its  value  by  weight,  after  the  rate  of  five  Shillings 
and  two  Pence  for  each  ounce  of  Silver. 

The  Act  was  to  continue  in  fprce  until ,  the  first 
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tUty  of  May  17  76,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament  ^. 

The  deficiency  of  the  Gold  Coins  in  circulation 
was  now  become  so  considerable,  that  as  soon  as 
any  new  Gold  Coin  was  brought  from  the  Mint  the 
perfect  pieces  were  exchanged,  or  bought  up,  for 
the  old  deficient  Coins,  and:  immediately  melted 
down  or  exported.  This  evil  was  so  great  that 
Government  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  subject 
ii>to  immediate  consideration,  and  to  endeavour  to 
apply  a  remedy  to  it.  On  that  occasion  the  follow- 
ing remedy  was  proposed  to  the  then  Chancellor  of 
die  Exchequer  [Lord  North.] 

First,  That  all  the  deficient  Gold  Coin  should  be 
called  in,  and  re^coined. 

'  Secondly,  That  a  compensation  should  be  made 
to  the  holders  of  siich^  deficient  Gold  Coin,'  under 
certain  limits  and  restrictions^ 

And  thirdly.  That  after  that  operation  had  been 
completed,  the  currency  of  the  Gold  Coin  should, 
in  future,  be  regulated  by-  weight  as  well. aS' by  t^le 
(which  was  conformable  to  the  antient  Laws  of  this 
Kingdom)  and 'that  the  several  pieces  should  not  be 
legal  tender,  if  they  were  diminished,  by  wearing 
or  otherwise,  below  a  certain  weight,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  Proclamation  **)»  < 

This  plan  being  appf ov^d  of  by  his  Majesty,  he 
was  pleased,  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  upon  the 
13th  of  January,  to  recommend  in  his  speech  from 
the  Throne,  the.  eonsideratioh  of  the  subject  to  his 
Padiament,  in  nearly  the  following  terms : 

n  Statute  14  G.  111.  chap.  4^. 

o  Lord '  Lrr^poors.  Treatise  on  the  Coins  of  the  Realms  p.  3. 
The  above  plan  was  su^ested  by  his  Lordship. 
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^^  In  this  state  of  foreign  affairs  [i.  e.  the  paeifie 
dispositions  of  the  Powers  on  the  Continent]  jon 
will  have  full  leisure  to  attend  to  the  improvement 
of  our  internal  and  domestick  situation  ;  and  to  the 
prosecution  of  measures  more  immediately  respect*- 
ing  the  preservation  and  advancement  of  the  Reve*> 
nue  and  Commerce  of  the  Kingdom. 

^^  Among  the  objects  which,  in  this  view,  will 
come  under  your  consideration,  none  can  better 
deserve  your  attention  than  the  state  of  the  Gold 
Coin,  which  I  must  recommend  to  you  in  a  more 
j^rticular  manner,  as  well  on  account  of  its  very 
high  importance,  as  of  the  peculiar  /  advantages 
which  the  present  time  affords  for  executing,  with 
success,  such  measures  as  you  may  find  expedient 
to  adopt  with  respect  to  this  great  national  concern. 

"  The  degree  of  diminution  which  that  Coin  had 
actually  suffered,  and  the  very  rapid  progress  which 
the  mischief  was  daily  making,  were  truly  alarming. 
It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  have  seen  the 
tfvil  in  a  great  measure  checked,  by  the  regulations 
made  in  the'  last  Session  of  Parliament.  I  trust, 
however,  that  you  will  not  stop  here,  nor  think 
that  you  have  discharged  your  duty,  either  to  your 
Country  or  your  fellow  subjects,  without  using  youf 
best  endeavours  for  putting  the  Gold  Coin  upon 
such  a  footing,  as  may  not  only  completely  remove 
the  present  grievance,  but  render  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  the  Kingdom  sufficiently  secure  from 
being  again  exposed  to  the  like  danger."? 

When  his  Majesty's  Speech  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  Parliament,  that  part  of  it  which  attri- 

P  King*s  Speech. 
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buted  great  oierit  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  Gold 
Coin  occasioned  some  animadversion. 

It  was  acknowledged,  on  all  sides,  that  the  most 
effectual  measures  were  requisite,  and  had  been  long 
wanted,  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  diminution  of  the 
Giold  Coin,  an  enormity  which  had  been  carried  to 
the  most  dangerous. excess;  but  the  time  at  which 
the  late  Act  was  brought  in,  and  hurried  through 
the  House,  at  the  end  of  an  uncommonly  late  Ses- 
sion, and  when  the  commercial  and  manufacturing 
parts  of  the  Nation  were  very  much  distressed,  and 
public  and  private  credit  at  a  low  ebb ;  and  the 
mode  of  its  operation,  by  which  the  loss  on  the 
diminished  Gold  (which  amounted  to  an  enormous 
sum)  fell  upon  the  immediate  possessors,  and  thereby 
principally  affected  the  great  Money-holders  or 
Bankers,  and  was  consequently  highly  oppressive 
and  injurious  to  individuals,  were  strongly  objected 
to.  It  was  said,  that  the  Bankers,  who  are^  obliged 
to  hold  Money  for  others,  bad  received  it  at  itij 
nominal  value,  upon  the  publick  faith,  and  under  the 
^sanction  of  Government,  and  that  it  was  oppressive 
and  unjust,  that  a  particular  body  of  men  thus  cir* 
cumstanced,  should  be  obliged  to  make  good  to  the 
publick,  the  immense  loss  which  they  had  sustained, 
not  more  through  the  iniquity  of  those  who  had 
diminished  the  Gold,  than  through  the  remissness 
of  Government,  and  the  slackness  of  tlie  police,  in 
not  properly  enforcing  the  laws,  until  the  enormity 
spread  to  so  dangerous  an  extent  as  to  be  thought 
beyond  their  controul. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Minister  was  well  fur^ 
nished  with  means  for  the  defence  of  his  measure. 
The  dangerous  extent  of  the  evii  was  too  well  known. 
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and  the  necessity  of  a  new  Coinage  was  not  denied. 
With  respect  to  the  season  of  passing  the  late  Aet^ 
heahewedthe  necessity  to  have  been  so  argent,  as 
not  to  admit  of  any  delay,  and  that  the  passing  it 
orier^to  another  Session  would  have  been  attended 

.with  tbe  iinost  fatat*  consequences.  The  charge  of 
in^ustioe  he  denied ;  said  the  loss  had  fallen  where 
it:  could  best  be  borne,  upon  those  who  had  been 
igainefs  by  the  situation  which  occasioned  it,  and 
who  had  always  profited  by  the  publick  Money. 
That  in  fact  it  was  a  tax  upon  property,  but  upon 
that  part  of  property  which  was  exempt  from  many 
<>tbers.  That  if  a  general  tax  had  been  laid  to 
make  good  the  deficiency,  it  would  have  been  a 
veiiy;  h^avy  charge  to  the  publick,  and  have  opened 
av  ddor  for  very  gross  impositions,  which  was  actually 

(the  case  upon  a  similar  occasion  of  the  calling  in  of 

•  the  Silver  Coin  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  by 

'  whicti  the  Natipn  had  been  put  to  the  expense  of 
tl^o  milliohsand  a  half  4. 

I  On  the  18th  of  May,  a  conference  was  held  be- 
tn^en  tbe  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  upon  the  sub- 

'fject  of  regulating  the  Coin,  in  which  they  agreed, 
iand  resolved  to  address  his  Majesty. 

In  their  joint  addrei^  they  humbly  offered  their 

/advice  and  opinion,  that,  in  the  first  plaqie,  it  was 
proper  that  all  Guineas  weighing  less  than  five  pen- 
nyweights   eight   grains  ;    and  all   Half  Guinea^, 

'  weighing  less  than  two  pennyweights  sixteengrains, 
jMdd  all  Quarter  Guineas,  weighing  less  than  one 
pennyweight  eight  grains;  should  be  called  in  and 
r^*coined,  according  to  the  established,  standard  of 

q  Annual  Register^  1774^  page  51. 
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the  Miiit^  both  as  to  vdeigiit  and  fineness ;  and  that 
the  said  Guineas^  &c.  should  be  called  in  by  degree, 
and  as  fast  as  the  occasion  of  eiroulation  would 
allow,  and  as  th^  Officers  of  the  Mint  anight  be 
able  to  re-coin  the   same ;    and  that  the  pubKds: 
should  bear  the  loss  arising  from  the  deficiency  and. 
re*coinage  of  the  said  Guineas,  provided  suob  defi- 
ciency should  not  exceed  the  rates  settled  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  in  their  Order  of 
the  23d  of  July  last,  and^  provided  they  shouldi  be 
offered  in  payment  to  the  Receivers  or  Collectors  bf 
the  Publick  Revenues,  or  should  be  bronghtito  such 
person  or  persons  as  his  Majesty  should  authorize  to 
receive  and  exchange  the  same,  within  certain  times 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;   and  they  there- 
fore humbly  besought  his  Majesty  to  issue  hi^Roy^il 
Proclamation  to  appoint  such  days  as  to  himifihoiild 
seem  meet,  after  which  the  said  Guineasr,  &Cb  should 
not  be  allowed  in  payment,  or  to  pass,  except  cinly 
to  the  Collectors  and  Receivers  of  the  Publick  Re- 
venue, or  to  such  persons  as  should  be  authoiiized 
to  receive  the  same;  and  to  appoint  certain  other 
days,  after  which  the  said  GuiAeas^  &c.  should  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  in  any  payment  whatsocMery  or 
to  be  exchanged  in  the  manner  before-mention^  ^ 
In  consequence  of  this  Address,  an  Act  was  passed^ 
by  which  the  Tellers  in  the  tteoeipt  of  his  M^esty^s 
Exchequer,  and  all  Receiver  and .  Collectors  of  his 
Majesty's  Revenues,  &c.  were  required  and  enjpined 
to  Utke  for  his  Majesty's  use,  upon  account,  of  any 
of  the  said  Revenues,    &c.   during   such  time  as 
should  be  appointed  and  limited  in  his  Majesty's 

r  proclamation  dated  June  24, 1774. 
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Proctamation  to  b^  isiued^  such  Guineas,  &c.  being 
the  Gold  Coin  of  the  realm,  at  the  rates  they  wexe 
respectively  coined  at,  provided  the  deficiency  in  the 
weight  of  any  of  them  should  not  exceed  the  defi** 
ciency  at  which  they  should  be  allowed  respectively 
to  pass  in  payment  to  the  said  Tellers,  &c.  by  the 
said  Proclamation. 

And  whereas  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  had, 
in  their  joint  Address  to  his  Majesty,  delivered  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  publick  should  bear  the  loss 
arising  from  the  deficiency  and  re-coinage  of  the 
said  Guineas,  &c.  provided  such  deficiency  did  not 
exceed  the  rates  specified  in  that  Address,  and  prc9k 
vided  such  Guineas,  &c.  were  ofifered  in  payment  ao 
cording  to  the  conditions  therein  required ;  and 
whereas  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
£ngland  had  consented  to  receive  and  exchange  all 
the  said  Guineas,  &c.  that  £(bould  be  brought  to 
their  ofiice  in  London,  on  condition  that  the  defici-* 
ency  of  the  said  Monies  should  be  made  good  to 
them,  and  that  they  should  be  paid  the  necessary 
charge  of  melting  down  and  casting  into  ingots,  and 
assaying  the  same ;  it  was  further  enacted,  that  the 
aforesaid  Tellers,  &c.  in  Gi^eat  Britain,  resident 
within  the<:  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster, 
should  convey  all  the  said  deficient  Gold  Coin  re- 
eeived  by  them,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  re* 
ceipt  thereof  at  furthest,  to  the  said  Ofiice  in  the 
Bank^  there  to  be  exchanged^for  such  other  Coin  as^ 
should  from  thenceforth  be  allowed  to  pass  in  pay<* 
menty  and  be  current  ^  and  that  the  Receivers  and 
Collectors  of  his  Majesty's  Revenues  in  Ireland, 
should  make  their  remittances  within  forty  days,  at 
furthest,  in  like  manner.     And  all  persons  who 
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dhould  be  appointed  l^  his  Majesty  to  receive  and 
exchange  the  said  deficient  Gold  Coin^  were  required 
to- remit  it  to  the  said  Office  as  soon  as  conveniently 
might  be  after  the  receipt  thereof^  and  in  like  man-* 
ner  to  send  the  residue  of  such  deficient  Coin  so  by 
them  received,  if  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England,  within  the  space  of  twenty-one 
days  at  furthest ;  and  if  in  Scotland^  within  the 
space  of  twenty-eight  days  at  furthest ;  and  if  within 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  within  the  space  of  forty 
days  at  furthest  next  after  the  day  on  which  such 
Monies  should  be  declared^  by  Proclamation,  not  to 
be  allowed  to  pass  in  any  payment  whatsoever,  in- 
order  that  the  same  might  be  exchanged  by  the  ^id 
Governor  and  Company,  in  manner  before-men- 
tioned ;  and  the  said  Governor,  &c.  were  authorized 
and  required  to  give  in  exchange,  for  any  such  defi- 
cient Gold  Coin  as  should  be  tendered  to  them^  any 
other  Coin  from  thenceforth  allowed  to  pass  in  pay- 
ment, and  be  current. 

And  the  said  Governor,  &c.  were  authorized  to 
appoint  two  or  more  persons^  who,  together  with 
two  or  more  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Lord 
High  Treasurer,  or  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being,  should,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Warden,  Master,  and  Controller  of 
his  Majesty's  Mint,  and  their  Deputies,  one  of 
whom  should  always  be  present,  and  of  the  Governor 
and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of  England,  one  of 
whom  should  always  be  present,  take  an  exact  ac- 
count^ as  well  of  all  the  deficient  Guineas,  &c,  re? 
maining  in  the  Bank  of  England,  as  of  all  such  as 
should  be  received  by  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank>  or  should  be  paid  into  the  aaid 
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Bank^  by  the -several  persons  before^mentioned^  <Mr 
by  any  other  whomsoever,  and  to  examine  wbethtt 
the  same  were  tlie  Gold  Coin  of  the  realm,  and  not 
of  less  weight  than  that  allowed  by  his  Majesty's 
Fl*oclamation,  and  to  state  an  exact  account  of  the 
deficiency  of  all  such  as  should  be  agreeable  to  the 
said  ProcIam)ation,  and  then  cause  them  to  be  cut, 
broken,  or  defaced. 

And  whereas  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  had  resolved,  that  a  sum,  not 
eteeeding  ^.250,000,  should  be  granted  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  catling  in  and  re^coining 
the  said  deficient  Gold  Coin,  it  was  further  enacted, 
that  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  &c.  should  be  autho- 
rized and  required  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
Governor,  &c.  of  the  Bank  of  England,  so  much,  out 
of  the  said  sum  of  ^*250,000,  as  should  appear  to 
be*  the  deficiency  according  to  the  account  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  also  such  sums  as  should  appear  to 
them  to  be  requisite  to  defray  all  expenses  in  melt- 
ing down,  casting  into  Ingots,  and  assaying  the 
same ;  and  fnrther  such  sums  as  they  should  see 
occasion,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Master  and 
Worker  of  the  Mint,  for  the  charges  of  the  re- 
coinage  of  the  same  into  the  standard  current  Mo- 
ney of  the  Realm  ;  and  also  to  grant  a  reasonable 
reward  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
of'England,  and  to  such  Exchangers  of  the  said 
Money  as*  his  Majesty  should  appoint,  and  to  all 
other  Ofiicers,  &c.  employed  in  and  about  the  se- 
veral matters  contained  in  the  Act,  and  to  discharge 
afl  other  incrdenid  expenses. 

And  the  said  Lord  High  Treasurer,  &c.  were  au- 

> 

thorized  to  issue,  out  of  the  said  sum  of  ^.250,000, 
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SO  much  as  they  should  think  fit,  to  the  Vice  Trea^^ 
surer^  &c.  of  his  Majesty's  Revenues  in  Ireland,  for 
the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  said  Guineas,  &c«  ia 
that  Kingdom^  the  said  Vice-Treasurer,  &c.  first 
giving  security  duly  to  account  for  the  same,  and 
also  for  conforming  to  the  Rules  above-mentioned, 
or  such  as  should  be  directed  by  his  Majesty^s  Pro- 
clamation. 

It  was  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Tellers,  &c. 
should  cut,  break,  or  deface,  every  piece  of  Gold  ten- 
dered to  them  in  payment  (after  such  time  as  any 
such  piece  should  by  Virtue  of  any  Proclamation  of 
his  Majesty  in  Council  be  declared  not  to  be  allowj^ 
to  pass  in  any  payment  whatsoever),  according  to 
the  terms  contained  in  the  Statute  of  the  13th  of 
the  King,  chapter  the  seventy-first*  j 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  all  persons  who 
should  be  aggrieved  by  wilful  default  of  .^ny  Oifioer 
of  his  Majesty's  Exchequer  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land, or  by  my  Receiver,  &c.  in  any  case  where  any  . 
matter  or  thing  was  by  the  Act  enjoined  to  be  done, 
should  recover  double  damages  from  the  said  Officer, 

His  Majesty's  Proclamation  Vk^s  issued  qpon  the 
34th  day  of  June,  and  commanded  thM  %U  Guinea^, 
&c.  more  deficient  in  weight  than  the  %tes  specifiofl 
in  the  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  23d  of  July,  1773,  should  not  be  allowi^ 
from  thenceforth  to  be  current,  or  to  pass  in  any 
payment  whatsoever,  within  the  Kingdom  of  Giteat 
Britain. 

And  it  further  commanded^  that,  ftt>m  and%after 


•  \ 


s  Statute  14  George  III.  chap.  Ixx. 
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the  15th  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  ril  Guioets^  &c. 
more  deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates  specified  in 
^he  following  Table,  viz.  dwts*  grs. 

Guineas  coined  since  the  3 1  st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1771       -.- 5       8 

Half-Guineas  during  the  same  period       2     l€ 

Guineai^  coined  prior  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1772       .-.-.--.5       6 

Half-Guineas  during  the  same  period       2     14 

Quarter-Guineas  during  the  same  period  1  •  7 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  current,  or  to  pass  in 
any  payment  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
except  in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  Receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  or  to  the  Collectors  or  Receivers  of 
bis  Majesty's  Revenues  in  Great  Britain^  or  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England^  or 
to  persons  appointed  to  receive  and  exchange  the 
same  in  the  following  places,  viz. 

Truro     -     -     in  the  County  of  Cornwall. 

Exeter  and  Plymouth  -     -    -.    Devon. 

Salisbury       ------     Hants. 

Bath  ----*---    Somerset. 

Bristol    -    - 

Gloucester 

Carmarthen,  in  the  Principality  of  Wales. 

^  ^         >  in  the  County  of  Warwick. 

Coventry       J 

Nottingham       -----  Nottingham. 

Litchfield Stafford, 

Shrewsbury       ---.-*.  Salop. 

Chester        ------  Chester. 

Manchester       -    -    -    -     -  Lancaster. 

Temple  Sowerby    -    -    -    -  Westmoreland. 


I        -     -    -    -     Gloucester. 
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Neaprcastle-iipon-Tyiie  *    -    Northumberlaiad. 

York       ^ 

Leeds       ?     ------    York, 

Sheffield  J 

Spalding       -«.---     Lincoln. 

Norwich       ------     Norfolk. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds    1  ^  zr  w 

Sudbury     -     -     -    J 

And  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  and  all  Collec- 
tors and  Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Revenues  withifi 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  were  commanded  to 
receive,  in  payment  of  Taxes,  &c.  such  of  the  said 
deficient  Gold  Coin,  of  the  realm  as  sliould  be  ten- 
dered to  them,  provided  the  deficiency  of  every 
piece  thereof  should  not  exceed  the  rates  settled  as 
aforesaid  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
from  the  15th  day  of  July  to  the  Slst  day  of  August 
following,  inclusive. 

And  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  several  persons  appointed  to  re- 
ceive and  exchange  the  said  deficient.  Gold  Coin  at 
the  before-mentioned  places^  were  commanded,  that, 
between  the  said  15th  day  of  July  and  the  1st  day 
of  September  next  following,  they  should  receive 
such  of-  the  ^id  deficient  Gold  Coin  of  the  realm  as 
should  be  tendered  to  them  Jby  any  person  whomso- 
ever, (except  by  the  Collectors  and  Receivers  of 
Taxes,  &c.  not  resident  within  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Westminster),  at  the  rates  afore-mentioned,  and 
give  in  exchange  for  the  same  other  Coin  allowed  to 
pass  in  paymeilt;  and  be  current,  viz.  Guineas,  Half 
and  Quarter*  (Guineas,  not  more  deficient  in  weight 
than  accoirding^  the  Table  last  mentioned. 

And  it  was  further  commanded,  that,  from  and 
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after  t^e  «ud  a^stof  August,  all  GuineaB,  *fcc; more 
deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates  specified  in  the  hft^ 
,XDeptio9e4TaVle,.9ho^ld  not  be  allowed  topatsinliny 
gaj^meptw^hatsoever  within  the  Kingdom  of  GfiMt 
Britain,  except  that  hi»  Ms^esty  was  pleased  to  allow 
|;wenty-oci6  days  to  thfs  Collectors,  &c«  of  Taxes^  &a 
resident  in  the  Qouutry  in  that  part  of  Great'BritaiD 
called  £ogland^  and. twenty-eight  days  to  those  in 
Scotland,  fqr  the  purpose;  of  remitting  such  of  the 
said  deficient  Gold  Coin  v^  .should  be*  received  by 
theifi,  according  to  the  course  of  payment  in  each, 
branch  of  this^  RevenuQf  respectively  :  and  the  Tel«- 
lers  of  the  £)ccbequer,  and  th&- Receivers  General 
resident  in  London  ao4  Wastminster,  were  r&* 
quired,  during  the  said  twenty-one  and  twentyneigiit: 
days,  and  no  jong^r,  to  receiye  fron  the  Collectovs 
and  Receivers  resident .  in .  the  Country  alone,  mad 
ifQJXi  no  pther.  person,  the  said  deficient  Gold  Coin 
of  the  realm,  in  payment  of  the  several  branches  of 
th^  Revep^  and  Taxes,  provided  the  deficiency 
should  not  exqsed  tljie  rates  settled  by  'the  Commia^ 
siqwrs  pf  tl^e  Tresg&pry,  in  their  Order  before  men-' 
ti9fi^d.  .     . 

At  th^  con^lusioq  9C  the  Proclamation,  notice  waa 
gjiven,  th^,  so  soon  as.  the  o<musions  of  circulation 
wpvi\d  allow^  his  Majesty  would. issue  a  further  Pro- 
clamation for  calliqg  in  and  racoining  all  Guinei^ 
weighing  le^s  than  five  penny-weights  eight  grains, 
and  all  smaller  pieces  of  Gold  Coin^  deficient  in  the 
same  proportion,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
Lord  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
Parliament  assembled^  expressed  in  tbetr  Address  K 


^  Proclamation^ 


•  vi 
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A'siteilar  Ppoelaoiation  was  issued  upon  the  same 
day  for  Ireland  «. 

As  the  principle  of  weighing  the  Coins' was  thiu* 
eitalflisfaed  by  Statute,  it  became  necessaty  ths^ 
«ome  provision  should  be  ibade  for  regulating  ahd 
ascertainihg,  acdording  to  the  established  standard 
of  the  Mint,  the  weightis  to  be  made  use  of  for  that 
purpose;  and  that,  for  the  prevention  of  fraud,  the 
use  of  all  other  weights  which  were  not  just  and  tru0 
according  to  the  said  standard,  should  be  disallowed. 

It  was  therefore  enacted,  that  th6  Warden,  Mas- 
ter, and  Controller  of  his  Majesty's  Mint,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  King's  Assay  Master,  should  be 
authorizec)  and  required  to  make,  without  delay,  one 
weight  of  the  piece  of  Gold  Coin  of  the  realm  com*- 
monly  called  a  Guifaea,  and  also  one  weight  of  the 
piece  of  Silver  Coin  of  the  realm  called  a  Shilling, 
accordingto  the  established  standard  of  his  Majesty's 
Mint,  and  also  other  Weights,  being  parts  and  mul- 
tiples of  the  said  Guinea  and  Shilling  Weights  re- 
spectively ;  which  weights,  together  with  their 
Report  ^of  the  truth  and  accuracy  thereof,  they 
were  required  to  transmit  to  the  Clerk  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Council,  in  writing,  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty  in  Council  ;  and  in  case  the  said 
wights  should  be  approved  of,  and  confirmed  by 
his  Majesty  in  Council,  then  the  same  were  to  be' 
reputed  and  accepted  in  law  to  be  the  standard 
we^hts  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coin  of  th^  realm 

u  This  Proclamation  difl^s  JFrom  the  pr^ediag  only  in  the  ap-: 
pointment  of  the  persons  to  receive  and  exchange  the  deficieni. 
Gbld  Cdin^,  VflKi^tk^^ppdintm^^      was  td  be  made  by  the  Lord 
Lidutenant^  and  in  the  time  allowed  after  the  3 1st  day  of  August^ 
which  WM  only  fourteen  days. 

VOL»  IV.  E 
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iwp^^yi^Iyr  andithe  wme  were  to  be  lodged  in  the 
joif>t7g4iatpdy  of  the  Warden^  Master,  and  Controller 
f>{4be.  Mint  for  the  time  being. 
* '  And  ,tbey  were  further  ordered  to  make  du^icatet 
of  the«same»  which  after  they  had  been  approved  of 
by,  biaMajesty^  hi»  bdrs,  &x;*  in  Council)  were  to 
bfif  lodged  in  the  custody  of  an  Officer,  to  be,*  ftiom 
tixne  to  time^  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  &c.  for  that 
pfirpos^,  ui|der  his  sign  manual,  -during  his  or  tbeir 
ray^i  ipleasure,  with  a  salary  not  exceeding  the 
yearly . sum  of /two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  be 
pjtiid  by  tbe  Warden,  out  of  the  Monies  arising  by 
the  Coinage  Duties. 

. ,  jVnd  the  r^aid  Wsirdep,  Master,  and  Controller 
IHKere  au^kbor-ized  and  reiquired,  once  or  oftener  in 
"every  y^itr,  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  to  sum** 
il^f^n^nd  req^re.such  Officer  to  appear  before  t'faein, 
^d  pcod^ce  tb^  (aid  duplicates,  for  the  purpose  of 
their  being  examined  with  the  standard  weights  be* 
ftrfe  mentfdned. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that,  from  and  after 
the  31st  day  of  December  17749  all  weights  to  be 
made  nse  of  for  weighing  the  said  Gold  and  Silver 
Coin  should  be  regulated  by  the  said  Duplicates, 
and  after  having  been  compared  therewith,  and 
found  to  be  just  and  true,  should,  in  testimony 
thereof,  be  marked  by  the  said  Officer,  with  a 
stamp  or  markj,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Master  of 
the  Mint'  And' in  order  that  the  impression  made 
thereby  might  be  known  to  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jjepts,  thq^said  Officer  was  directed  to  publish  a  de- 
l«;ription  of  the  same  by  advertisements,  in  the  Lon^ 
don  Gazette,  three  times  at  least  before  the  said  3  lilt 
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id^y.oi  December  177+*;  aild  be  was  further-re* 
^ired,  qpon  application  ihftde  to  him  at  all  seasoR-'- 
able  hours,  to  stamp  or  iriark  all^weigbts  tol)6  used 
for  weighing  the  said  Gold  and  Silver  Coin,  ■  wbich 
should  be  brought  to  him 'ibr  that 'parpose^aiid 
.which  he  should  6x\d  to  be  JMt  and  tm^,  accordimg 
to  the  said  Duplicates,  vtttbaut  fee  dr  tewaial',  and 
without  wilful  delay ;  and  it  Was  declared,  that,  froVn 
and  after  the  said  3l8t  day  of  Decerriber,  no  (other 
weights  but  those  so  rimrked^  by  the>*id  OiflBrtr 
should  be  reputed  or  accepted  in  law  to  be  true,  or 
of  any  eflect  for  determining  the  weight  of  the  Gold 
or  Silver  Coin  of  the  Realm. 

All  persons  who  should  counterfeit  the  sraid  sta^nps 
cnr  marks,  or  sell  any  weights  with  the  impression 
of  such  counterfeit  ^stamps,  knowing  the  s^me  to  be 
counterfeited,  or  should  wilfully  incrtese  or  dimi- 
nish any  such  ^veight,  after  it  had  bieen  stamped  as 

^        .  •         •  • 

X  Notice  was  accordingly  given  that  the  Officers  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  Mint  had  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  pr9per  Officer 
duplicates  of  the  following  standard  weights,  which  bad  been 
made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act ;  viz,  for  Silver  Coin,  distinct 
weights  tor  500,  300,  ^OO/liX),  50,  SO,  90,  10/ and  5  Shittiligs, 
for  2s.  6d,,  Xs»,  Od,,  Ad^  Sd..  2d.»  a^d  M.>  for, Gold  Coin*  weighty 
for  500,  300,  200,  100,  50,  30,  20,  10,  5,  and  2  Guineas,  fo;i' 
due  Guinea,  for  the  Half-Guinea,  and  the  Quarter-Guinea;  toge- 
ther with  the  following  smaller  Weights,  one  of  Ave  penny- 
weiglits,  one  ef  three,  one  of  two,  and  one  of  Okie.  One  weight 
of  twelve  grains,  one  of  six,  one  of  thFee,  one  of  two>  one  of  c^e. 

.  Notice  was  also  given,  thfi|t  an  Office  for  stamping  all  weights^ 
exactly  correisponding  with  the  foregoing^  would  be  opened  upon 
the  22d  of  January,  1775,  at  No  4,  in  Bolt  Courts  Fleet  Street; 
and  that  all  weights,  ibot  cdtrespon^ing  therewith,  would  be  re* 
tiiroed  nnstamped.  The~8(lnai|^rtb  be  an  imperial  crown,  sucH 
havmg  been.0ppro¥ed  aff  «by  the^Master  of.the  Mint.     .      , 

[See  London  Gazettes,  Dec.  13,  17>  and  24, 1774.]    . 
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%efore'  directed,  or  'should  make  use^  of  any  moh 
•weight  in  weighing  the  Gold  or  Silver  Coin,  know* 
ing  thie  same  to  haVe  been  so  increased  or  diminislied, 
and  should  be  convicted  thereof,  were  to  forfeit  a 
jmm  ^ript  exceeding  fifty  Pounds,  and  in  default  of 
^fiyment  to  be  co>mmitted  to  the  common  gaol  or 
•bouse  of  correction,  fat  any  time  not  exceeding 
three  monihe:  ^  * ' 

Nothihg-in  the'Actwas  to  extend  to  take  away 
afny  rJgtitt^  gi^aiited  by  Letters  Patent,  in  the  ifith 
yeai*  6f  Jfeme^  I.,  to  the  Master,  &c.  of  the  Mystery 
of  Fotitf d^fe  in  the  City  of  I^ondon,  with  respect  to 
tti^  sizing  and  marking  of  all  manner  of  Brass 
weights-  made  or  sold  within  the  said  City,  or  three 
miles  cothpass  thereof,  provided  that  the  weights 
directed  by  the  Act  to  be  made  use  of  for  weighing 
.  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coin  of  the  Realm,  after  having 
been  sized  and  marked  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  said  Charter,  should  be  carried  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  marked,  in  the  manner  before  directed, 
by  the  Officer  appointed  by  his  Majesty  for  that 
purpose  y. 

Mr.  John  Whitehurst*  was  the  first  Officer  ap- 
pointed under  that  Act ;  and,  in  1775,  another  Sta* 
tiite  was  passed  to  authorize  him,  as  the  present 
Officer,  and  every  other  Officer  to  be  from  time  to 
time  appointed  for  that  purpose^  to  demand  and  re- 

y  Statute  14  George  III.  chap.  xcii. 

2  A  very  ingenious  and  worthy  man  ;  at  that  time  a  watch- 
maker at  Derby^  and  afterwards  better  known  by  the  publication 
of  ''An  Inquiry  into  the  original  State  and  Formation  of  the 
£arth/'  and  "  An  Attempt  to  obtain  Measures  of  Length,  &c. 
from  the  Mensuration  of  Time^  or  the  true  Length  of  Pen- 
dulums." 
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oeiire  one  Penny  for  every  twelve  weighte  40istik«kpe^ 
OP  marked,  as  above  mentioned,  before  be  shpuid 
ddiver  the  sapie,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  in  the 
preceding  Act  notwithstanding  ^  This  fi^e  waa^al^ 
lowed  to  be  taken  in  order  to  reiaibjiirse/the.Ofliqer 
the  necessary  expense  of  proeuriiaig  an  e3CtraK:>i'diaAirv 
mimber  of  assistants  to  enaJ»le  him  ita  give  <tha^.4i9t- 
patch  which  the  demands  of  the  PiibUak  raquiri^ 
but  which  he  was  unable  to  givef  by  ihimself^i   / 

In  the  month  of  October,  poblick  no|ic&  vi^ 
given,  from  the  Excise  Office,  that  oounti^ei;t  Quir 
neas  were  in  circulation^  dated  17^5.  They  i\^x\jf 
resembled  those  issued  from  the  Mint,  were  of  full 
weight,  and  distinguishable  only  by  a.  fajnt^f  jiHr 
pression  of  the  Die  on  the  aroas.  side,  .a;  pale  red^i^h 

a  By  Stat,  67  G.  III.  cap.  57»  Th^  9p[^vy  ^onexed  to  this  ofr 
fice  is  withdrawn,  after  the  termination  of  the  present  existing 
interest,  and  only  the  fee  aboveraentioikct  is  tc)  be*  taken. 

*  Stat.' 15  G.  III.  cap.  30.  Thus,  says  Lord  Liverpool, 
^  this  plan  was  carried  into  immediats  execiiti0a>-  witb6):|| 
any  complaint,  and  with  gi'ea^  success.  The  «}ffQcts  which 
had  previously  existed  in  this  species  of  Coin  were  thereby 
removed,  and  the  regulation,  then  established,  of  weighing 
the  Gold  Coin,  h^  been  the  ineatis  '  of  preserving  if  at 
n^rly  the  state  of  perfection  to  whitfh  it  ^^t^as  then  broaglit;*^ 
fTroatise  on  the  Coins  pf  the  Realm,  p.  5.}  This  ^ta^o^ent  nui^tj 
however,  be  received  with  spwi^  ^T^V^  ot'  allowance,  for  .his 
Lordship  is  here  speaking  of  a  measure  which  was  suggested  by 
himself,  and  for  which  he  consequently  felt  a  kind  of  parental 
ibndness.  The  measure  appears  to  me  to  have  been  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  true  principles  of  Coinage,  and  to  have  reduced 
the  Money,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  State  of  Bullion,  after  a 
considerable  exjpense  had  been  incurred  in  order  to  give  it  a 
character  totally  distinct. 

in  the  years  Vr4,  i)'75,  1776,  and  1778,  the  following  sums 
were  granted  for  dai^ing  on  the  exchanging  and  recoining  the 
deficient  Gold  Coins: 
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o^Qur,  «iid  a  imore  acute  tinkling  $oond  in  ringings 

1776*  April  12.  A  Proclamation  of  this  dat^ 
first  recited  the  notice  which  was  given  in  the  Pro<- 
obmation'  of  the  £4th  of  June  of  1774^  viz.  that  so 
sdon  as  the  occasioas  of  etrculation  would  allow,  a 
farther  Procladiation  would  be  issued  for  calling  in 
and  re-coining  ail  Guineas  weighing  less  than  5  dwta» 
8  gr.  uid  all  smaller  pieces  of  Gold  in  proportion, 
and  then  declared  that  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next  no  Guineas,  Half-Guineas,  or  Quarter- 
Guineas  more  deficient  in  weight  than  the  following 
rates,  viz.  -  dwt.  gr. 

Gjuineadcoined  prior  to  the  1st  of  January^  1772  5  8 
Half-Guineas  during  the  same  period  -  -  -  2  16 
Quarter-Gumeas  ditto         -        -        -        -        -    1      8    * 

should  be  allowed  to  be  current,  or  to  pass  in  any 
payment  whatsoever  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  except  in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Exchequer,  or  to  the  Collectors  or  Re- 
ceivers of  the  Revenues,  op  to  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  to  such  persons  as 

should  be  appointed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 

J    •  -  .      ■ 

£,        s.    d. 

1774.  Hie  first  Grant      -        -        -        -        250,000    0    0 

1775.  To  the  Bank,  for'^  receiving  the  deficient 

GoUCoin         ....  46,846    O    O 

For  ej^traofdinary  Charges  of  the  Mint      22,824  19    0 

1776.  To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Sum 

granted  in   1774  for  recoining  the 
light  Gold  Money        -        -        -        92,421  14  llj 
17T8.  For  the  Expenses  of  reeoining  the  defi- 

dent  Gokl  Money        -        •        -      105^227    8    3 

517,320    2    H 
£See  tlle  Apprvpriation  Aets  for  those  years.] 

c  Annual  Register,  1775,  p.  164. 


I 


« 


GEoites  III.  55 

the  Treasuiy  to  reoeiTe  and  exchange  the  same,  tiich 

appointment  to  l>e  published  in  the  London  Gazetlei 

Atid  theTellerfir  of' the  Exchequer^  and  CoUectors>^ 

and  Receivers  of  Taxes  and  Revenues^  yrtre  cowk' 

landed  to  receive  in  pay^ment  of  Taxes,  9ioi  fronr 

the  is(aid  1st  day  of  May  to  the  I9%h  of -August  itt^? 

ctcksive,  such  of  the  said  deficient  4GaldiGloiQd;aB*t 

StbMld  not  exceed  the  rates  foHowiii^;  ^iBi'  >  •  e-!  hna 

;  ■:  L  Art.  .fp.? 
Giiineas  coined  prior  to  January  1st,  177?  -  .  .»--  n^r:  ^^f^; 
Half-Guineas  ditto  -  -  .'-'-'-  2  14  * 
Quarter-Guineas  ditto         -        --        -        -i       7^ 

and  the  Governor  and  Company  of  fhe  SariK  of 
England  who  were  appointed^  to  receive  the  sam^,' 
were  commanded  to  give  in  excharig-efor  ttiem  other 
Com  allowed  from  that  time  to  pass  ip  payment^ 
viz.  Guineas^  &c.  hot  more  deficient  in  weight  thikfv 
the  rates  specified  in  the  first  Table  during  the  ;^e^ 
fore  mentioned  period. 

From  and  after  the  said  19th  day  of  August  all  Qui- 
neas,  &c.  more  deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates  spe- 
cified in  the  first  mentioned  Table,  not  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  ^  or  be  current  in  any  payment  whatsoever 
within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  except  during 
twenty-one  days  which  were  allowed  to  the  Collec- 
tors and  Receivers  of  Taxes,  &c.  resident  in  th^ 
country,  in  England,  and  twenty-eight  days  to  the 
Collectors  and  Receivers  in  Scotland,  •  for^  the  pur- 
pose of  remitting  to  the  proper  bflioe^  suf^^of  the 
said  deficient  Coins  received  by  them,  ip  payment 
and  discharge  of  Taxes^  &c.        .  ;  -r,^  . 

And  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Re- 
ceivers Qeneral  resident  in  London  and  Westminster^ 
were  commanded  to  receive^from  the  Collectors  and 
Receivers  resident  in  the  couni^y  ak>Ae,  and  from  no 
other  person^  the  said  deficient  Gold  Coins^  during 
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tber '  «iid  f  t«vtfntf ^tie '  days  and  iwentywetght  >  dayi  ^ 

^(^fi^eetif^y,  -and  ad  longer,  provided  •  such  Gmns: 

^<»«rkh,  iy6r  be  tnor^  defioient  ia  weight  thtm  the 

rates  specified  in  the  last  Table**. 

'  '^  Th^ '  nttmbet))  of  prosecutions  for  oflbices  against 

tte  Coins  I  was   so    increased,    that  in  this    y«ar 

Wt'Abt  was -passed  to  aiJthorize  the  Commissioaers 

^<  the'Treasoiy  to  allow^  out  of  the.  Money  arising 

#om  the  J  Coinage  Dutyj  ^.1,15^2.  0^.  S^d.  extras 

<$tyKdary,  fo^  defraying  'eispenses  on  that  accoant 

Afrlng' thie  years  1772,  1773,  and  17 74,  over  afid 

ab^e  the  ium  yearly  allowed  for  that  purposed  . 

j'  in  .theisame  Session,  also^  the  Act  of  the  14th  of 

^|re  King^  chapter  49}  to 'prohibit  the  importation 

of  light  Silver  Com  of  the  Realm,  from  foreign 

Coilr>tries,  into  Grea;t  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  to 

•ffestrain   tb^  tfender  thereof  beyond  a  certain  sam 

[^.25],  was*  further  continued  for  two  years^;  and 

'%-, a  subsequent^ Act,'  in  the  year  1778,  it  was  still 

'^filfther  contin^d  utttil  the  Jst  day  of  May  1783, 

'i^d  from  thenc^to  the^end  of  the  then  next  Session 

of  Pbrliamtotif. 

"     1780.     A  Statute  which  was' passed  in  this  year 
^fepeafed  so  much  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in 

the  19th  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  (entitled  Coifi^, 

^:    .  ,'    -    •  _       - 

d  Proclamation.    The  same  for  Ireland,   of  the' same  date, 

xnutatis  mutandis^  with  these  material  variations  as  t,o  time. — 

Instead  of  the  1st  of  May  and  Idth  of  August,  the  8th  of  May  and 

the  ^ethof  August^  and  the  time  allpwed  to  the  CoUectors,  &c. 

pto  pe^y  the  deficient  Coins  iqto  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland^  or  tQ 

the  Receivers  General  and  Paymasters  General  of  the  Revenues, 

only  14  days  instead  of  20  and  28  as  allowed  in  £ngland  an4 

Scotland  respectively.  . 

«  Statute  16. George  III.  chap.  xlvi. 

f  Statute  16  George  III.  chap.  liv. 

F  Statute  18  George  III.  chap.  xlv.  §  5. 
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«|id:'Safmu:cb  of^^any  other^Aeft  or  ActSiof.Pariiiib^t, 
made  i  n  Great  ^Britain,  as^  .pnobibitedi  the  ^wportt^^ 
carrying,  or  conveying  Goinof  Gold  or<SilvenvQ«rt$of 
the  Realm  into  Ireland ^a   .    '    -.i         .     i  vj* 

In  this  year  an  attempt  was  made  to .  abolish  i  the 
Mint,  and  to  .place  the >  Coinage  entirely .  in  tibe 
hands  of  the  Directors  i of  >th6  Bank^ .  for . such  Wfts 
the  avowed  intention  of  MoiBurke!s  .ftimous  Bill  for 
economical  reform.  It  set  fortfi^  ^^  That  tho  comti^ 
tutionof  the  Mint  is  ^expensive,  and  that  theOoHa- 
age  ought  to  be  none  or  little  expense  to  the  Natifoa; 
therefore  it  is  enacted  that  the  Ofiiceof  the  Mint 
shall  be  abolished/'  There  were  clauses  for  paying 
salaries  to  the  present  Officers  of  the  Mintj  who 
should  be  removed ;  that  the  Treasury  should  coin- 
tract  with  the  Bank  for  Coinage,  and  that  the  Bank 
should  undertake  the  remittance'  of  all  Money^for 
the  use  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  foreign  pas^  *. 
These  provisions  were  very  properly  withdrawn;  for 
their  efieot  would  have  been  to  riender  the  Coinage 
a  matter  of  trade  and  bargain,  instead  of  a  regu^r 
and  silent  supply  for  the  necessary  waste  of  M<>ney. 

1782.  In  his  Majesty's  Speech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  on  the  5th  of  Decein- 
ber  in  this  year,  h^  said,  that  .he  had.  directed  aii 
investigation  into  the  department  of  the  Mint,  that 
the  purity  of  the  Coin^  of  so  much  importance  to 
commerce,  might  be  always  adhered  to;  that  by 
rendering  the  difficulty  of  counterfeiting  greater,  the 
lives  of  numbers  might  be  saved,  and  every  needless 
expense  in  it  suppressed  K 

^  Statute  ^0  George  III.  chap,  xviii. 

«  Breviate  of  the  BiU.    Annual  Kegister,  17,80,  p.  300 , 

^  Ajonual  Register^  1783.  ,  State  Papers^,  p.  313. 
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I  do  not  find  that  this  produced  any  alteration  iir 
the  management  of  the  Mint.  The  purity  of  tke 
Corns  needed  no  improvement ;  and' it  does  not  ^ 
pear  that  any  attempt  was  mftde  to  render  theooni^ 
tearfeiiiing  move  difficult. 

17S3.  On  the  lOth  of  February^  in  this  yea?^ 
Mr.  Fox  presented  to  the  House  of  CoaMonanft  o^ 
Petition  signed  by  several  hundred  itthabitaaftB  ^of 
Westminster,  stating  that  they  were  aggrieved  by 
the  drcdlation  of  counterfeit  Halfpence.  That  tktey 
had  endeavoured,  a«  for  as  lay  in  their  power,  td  put 
a  stop  to  the  same,  but  found  their  inability  in  so 
doing;  and  therefore  prayed  the  House  to  give  them 
suob  lelief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  should  deem 

178S-4-  It  does  not  appear  that  any  thing  was 
done,  in  consequence  of  this  Petition,  respecting  the 
English  Cof^ier  Money;  but,  in  the  25d  or  24th 
year  of  the  King,  an  Irish  Statute: was  made  for 
more  effectually  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
eorrent  Coin  of  that  Kingdom,  and  the  uttering  or 
paying  of  false  and  counterfeit  Coin. 

This  Statute'  commences  with  the  provisions  which 
ase  contained  in  that  of  the  15th  of  George  II.  chap^ 
Cer  xxviii.  ^  t~-4 ;  and  then  adds  the  clauses  of  an 
English  Statute  of  the  2d  of  George  III.  chapter  xK 
for  the  more  effectually  preventing  the  counterfeiting 
the  Copper  Coin  of  the  Realm.  It  provides  further, 
that  any  person  who  shall  make,  mend,  or  have  any 
tool  for  coining,  or  counterfeiting  Copper  Coin,  in 
his  house,  custody,  or  possession,  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  to  be  punished  by  fine,  imprison^ 

^  Anaiul  Register^  1783,  p.  160. 
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ment,  andothar  corpotal  punishinent^  at  diediecte-' 
tidit  of  the  judgej  '  ' ,<    .  i 

Th6  imfKyriatioo  of  HlrUpenoe^into  Ireland  (ex^^ 
cept  audi  as  should  be  coined  in  his  'Msgesty's  Mint 
for  the  use  of  that  Kingdom^  or  brdiigbt  by  passen^" 
gera  for  present  use,  not  exceeding  in  value  one 
Shtllii^)  was  forbidden  by  this  Act,  on  pain  6t 
seizure' as  forfeited  goods  ™. 

1 786.  The  Soveragaty  of  the  Isle  of  Man  havin^f 
been  {mrchased  by  Att  of  Parliament  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  AthcJ,  in  1765,  for^;70,0<i0,  and 
v^ted  unalienably  in  the  Crown  °>  Copper  Pennies 
awl.  Halfpennies  were  struck  for  the  use  .of  that 
Island.  They  bove  on  the  Obverse  the  King's  bns^ 
with  GEORGius  in.  DEI  GRATIA  1786;  and  on  the 
Reverse  the  Arms  of  the  Isle  of  Man»  being  three 
legs  armedi  and  conjbined  at  the  thigh,. with  ther 
motto,  auocuNauB  jbceris  stamt^'.! 

An  Act  was  passed  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  at  this 
,  time,  which  forbade  the  buying  of  Goid  Coins  at  a 
lower  .value  than  the  legal  currl^ncy^  t^iz,  the  Guii;|€a 
at  ^1.  2s.  gd.  and  the' half  in^  proportion,  unless 
they  were  previously .<5ut,  under  the  penalty  of  not 
less  than  five  Pounds,  or  more  than  twenty. .  And 
upon  conviction  under  the  Act,  to  the  amount  of 

I  i 

m  Irish  Statute  23  and  24  G.  III.  chap.  50. 

n  Statute  5  G.  III.  ch&p.  26." 

o  See  Supplement^  Part  II.  The  device  on  the  Reverse  seem&. 
to  have  been  borrowed  fiiom^the  antient  Cmns  of  Sidly^  on 
which  it  well  mpre^ent^  ^e  triangular  form  of  that  Islands 
with  its  three  sjLropgly-mark^  promontories  3  a  Bsiiot  resem- 
blance of  which  may  be.  traced  in  the  figure  of  the  Isle  of  Man; 
If  the  legend  of  these  Coins  be  read  in  continuation  from  Ob- 
verse to  Reverse^  as  it  must  be  on  niost  of  the  other  Coins^  it 
will  convey  an  idea  rather  ludicroua. 
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tweoty  GftiReas,  or  move^  thea  the^Geurt  ts^  hsvr 
power  to  fine  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  Pounds 
and  tojfnprisoh  until  the  fine  should  be  paidi^. 
'  1787<  la  this  year  a  feeble  attempt  was  made  to 
supply  the)  want  of  Silver  Money  by  a  Coinage  6f 
dtat^metaL.  But  it  appears  as  if  the  directors  of 
MBnt^affairs  had  exhausted,  all  their  powers  in  tl»^ 
festdration  of  the  Gold  Coins,  for  after  an  issue  of 
afaoilt  seYemty  or.  eighty  thousand  Pounds,  in  Shil- 
lings and  Sixpences,  the  Coinage  of  ^Silver  was 
disipped  ^. 

r  In  this  year  the  deficiency  of  the  old  Silver  Coins 
^pvas.' asoectcdnedy  by  experiments  made  by  the  Offi-^ 
cers  of  the  Mint;  whieh,  clearly  proved  the  necessity 
of  a  Re^cbifiage  of  that  metal,  and  the  impolicy  of 
Qoasing  to  ooia  after  so<  limited  an  issue  had  taken 
place. 
* :  According  to  those  experiments  it  appeared  that 

I^tV Crowns  -N  werer^quisite /-ISt^^t  Crowns  ^  .  , 
^7  ^  Half  Crowns  t  ta  make  up  a  j  ^4  A  Half  Crowns  [f  ^^^^l^ 
7&xV  ShUlings  f  pound  troy,  S  62  Shillings  f  m!!^*  f 
t94A  Sixpences  J     instead  of     V.124  Sixpences     J   ^"^^   ' 

Great  quantities  of  Gold  Coin  of  the  realm,  defi- 
cient in  weight,  being  still  in  circulation,  and  due 
attention  not  having  been  paid  to  the  weighing  such 
Coins,  a  Proclamation  was  issued,  upon  the  21st  , 
day  of  September,  to  enforce  the  Proclamation  of 
the  12th  of  April  respecting  tlie  cutting,  &c.  of 
such  deficient  pieces,   and  all  persons  were  com- 

P  Irish  Statute  86  G.  III.  chap.  39: 

q  Leake^  Appendix,  p.  5,  and  Annual  Register^  178T^  p.  197* 
Siee  a  Specimen  of  this  Coinage  in  Supplesiciiti,  Part  II. 

'Lord  Lirerpoors  Letter^  to  theKing  on  the  Coins  >^  the 
BeiJip,  p.  I8T.        '  >     .  .  -       ,\ 
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^nutnded  rtrnstly  to  conforfn  to  the  orders  tfaerem 
given*.:  '  ♦    ' 

1789.  In  this  year  advertisements  appeared  fre- 
qoently  'in  the  publick  papers,  that  couatei*feit 
Halfpence  would  be  received  for  goods.  These 
Halfpence  are  said  to  have  been  circulated  in^Seot^ 
land,  where* 'the  common  people  would  not,  ftfr 
some  reason  or  other,  receive  the  Halfpence  of  Kh»g 
George  I  IF,  The  Magistrates  of  Edinbtirgh  at  tbis 
time  took'cognizance  of  the  fraod,  and  the  princi^ 
pal  person  concerned  was  prosecuted.  Although 
^ven  of  such  Halfpence  were  worth  b«it  little  niore 
than  one  Penny  sterling,  yet  they  passed  currentdn 
Scotland  at  twenty- four  for  a  Shilling  *.  ' . 

1792.  The  want  of  Silver  Coins  and  BulHon  is 
said  to  have  been  very  much  increased  in  this  y^ut^ 
by  the  policy  of  the  French,  who  exchanged  thdir 
Assignats  for  as  much  of  either  kind  as  they  c6\x\d 
*  possibly  procure.  And  so  rapidly  did  they  effbct 
their  object,  that  in  the  year  1792  not  less  than  thfe 
enormous  quantity,  of  2,909,000  ounces  of  Silver 
were  purchased  with  Assignats  and  sent  into  France **. 

The  striking  of  Provincial  Coins  and  Tradesmen*! 
Tokens,  which  was  suggested,  and  in  some  degree 
justified,  by  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  Copper 
Coinage,  began  with  the  Anglesey  Penny  in  I784  y^ 

8  Proclamation. 

t. Gentleman's  Magazine^  1789>  p. 464. 

u  Marsh  on  the  Politics  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

w  The  workmanship  of  this  Token  was  well  executed^  biit '  it 
appears  that  it  was  soon  counterfeited.  It  bears  on  the  Obverse 
a  Druid's  head  within  a  border  of  oak  lear^  -,  and  on  the  Retense 
a  cypher  composed  of  p.  m.  €<>.  signifying  the  Paris  Maintain 
Company.    Above  the  cypher  is  the  date>  and  roudd  it  the  fot> 
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and  frojn  that  time  increased  rat)idly»  yiMil  tbegr 
were  superseded  by  an  issue  of  lawful  Coins  in  llie 

y^r  1797- 

I79S9  Feb,  Two  hundred  Pounds  of  Copper 
Coin  were  reitommended  for  Bermuda)^* 

1795-  On  the  Union  of  Corsica  to  the  Crown  of 
Qieat  Britain,  in  this  year,  a  Coinage  was  projected^ 
on  the  Reverse  of  which  the  Moor's  Head^  the  arms 
ofi  that  Kingdom^  was  to  hcive  appeared  y ;  but  the 
j^session  of  the  Island  being  soon  after  given  up, 
.the  design  was  abandoned. 

1796.  In  this  year  the  Copper  Currency  W8»  so 
.^ctremely  debased, ,  that  meetings  were  held  in  va- 
rious parts  ol^  the  Kiitgdom,  in  order  to  consider  of 
j^^per  means  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  base 
Coins ;  and  Government  in  the  following  year  found 
it  necessary  to  provide  for  a  new  Coinage  of  Copper 
Money, 

1797»  The  Coinage  transactions  of  this  year 
form  a  strange  anomaly  in  the  History  of  the  Mint. 
The  deficiency  of  the  Silver  Coips  was  attempted  tb 
.  be  supplied  by  the  issue  of  Spanish  Dollars,  counter* 
rnarked  vipon  the  deck  of  the  bust  with  the  mark  of 
the  King's  head,  used  at  Goldsmiths*  Hall,  for  dis- 
tinguishing the  Plate  of  this  Kingdom  ^ ;  and  the 
jealousy  which  had  hitherto  confined  the  act  of 

lowing  Inscription,  we  promise  to  fay  the  bearer  one 
PENNY,  [and  on  the  edge]  on  demand  in  londoNj  liver- 
pool,   OR   ANGLESEY. 

*  Register  of  Committee  of 'Privy  Cojuncil  for  Trade.     ' 
y  From  the  information  of  the  late  Mr.Miitouy  Engraver. 
2  The  order  for  stamping  these  was  given  in  the  montii  of 
March  3  and  there  were  issued  in  tlie  course  of  this  year  2425>099« 
at  4s.  9^.  each,  amounting  in  value  to  ^559,211.  Or.  3d.     [Ac- 
count delivered  from  the  Bank,  June  13,  1816.}       * 


r  promiSaryL  coin  for  one  Y'^^p*  }^^  iheir  mca' 
ptr.^  for  ihe  convenience  of  pa/  ^^     exccwiot^      . 

^  In  number  above  two  thoufaJid.     ^ '     .    .  /^^ 
of  the   die    is  moft  heaurifully   ^.^'^^^^^^^^^^^^  i       .  -5^ 

,  executed,  and  the  in^riniic  value  of  lh«Coppcr  ,^    f -.  .©J 

[  nearly   a  ^cnny.      A    Druid,  enciiclcd  Mik    ^    I 

.  wreath  of  oak;  occupies  one  fide    l^c  rcveri^   jSOIHe  phCe.  Under  hw 

has  a    cypher,  P.  M.  Co.  i.  i.  •  Parry's  M-.a^  /l^  SO  completely  \\AUA  ' 

Company/  ovef' which  arc  the  leuers  (D)  D,^  titpn^d  \ntn   with   Mr 

ni^ius,  encircled  with  the  following  words :  '•  ;ve  ,  .       ^""  ^*^* 

pronnfe  to  pay  the  bfarer  one  penny**— on  the  /nghani,   111  die  mOQth 

outfide  of  U»e  r.m,  are  ihe  words.  -  On  dcmind,  pg  tons  of  Copper  M^ 

,  m   London,    Liverpool,  or  Angfefea.'*    There  T  ^'^ 

^  are  fcveral  dftheic  pieces' in  town,  but  they  arc  ^ 

I  .igked  u^j;^^^j;^at^avMdi_cy,  ^^^  ^       j  ^^^  take  all  expenses 

ufion  bims^lf,  and  to  do  and  provide,  and  pay  for 
aVottt.  twenty  different  things  which  were  not  in^ 
£(1ruded  in  the  Copper  Coinage  at  the  ToM^ser^  for  afl 
which  he,  was  to  have  four  Pence  per  pound. 

.  In  that  agreement  there  was  originally  not  any 
contract  to  furnish  the  Copper,  which  it  was  the 
intention  of  Government  to  provide.  But  when  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  found  they  could  not  obtain 
thaJt  metal  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  East  India 
Company  bought  it  at^  and  that  if  they  gave  a  much 
higher  price,  Government  mtist  lose  considerably  by 
the  Coinage  (as  it  seemed  to  be  a  determined  prin- 
ciple to  make  a  coincidence  between  the  Weights 
and  the  Money,  viz.  to  make  one  Penny  one  Ounce, 
and  by  that  means  to  provide  the  poor  with  weights, 
whiqh  they  could  not  do  without  loss)  they  pro])osed 
to  Mr.  Boulton  to  endeavour  tor  furnish  Copper  at 
^.108  J96r  ton  in  the  cake,  including  commission 
a^ .  all  other  expensea,  suid  carriage,  delivered  at 
Soho,  which  proposal  he  accepted  ^. 

a  This  Coinage  strangely  confused  the  ideas  of  the  lower  orders 
of  people,  who  could  not  readily  apply  the  term  Birmingham, 
which  had  so  long  been  the  designation  of  base  Money,  to  the 
lawful  Cdhis  of  thb  Realm. 

^  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State 
of  the  Cogper  Nines,  &c.  printed  Majr  7,  1799,  p.  72. 
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In  order  to  protect  the  Coins,  which  were  to  be 
made  by  virtue  of  that  agreement,  an  Act  was 
passed  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  any  Copper 
Coin  in  the  Reahn  made,  or  to  be  made,  current  by 
Proclamation. 

This  Statute  enacted,  that  so  much  of  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  an  Act,  passed  in  the  15th  year 
of  George  IL  intituled,  j4n  Act  for  the  more  effec* 
fual  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  current 
Chin  of  the  Kingdom^  and  the  uttering  or  paying 
false  or  counterfeit  Coin,  as  related  to  the  Copper 
Money  of  the  Realm  commonly  called  an  Halfpenny 
and  a  Farthing ;  and  also  the  provisions  contained 
in  an  Act,  passed  in  the  llth  year  of  the  King,  inti- 
tuled. An  Act  for  the  nvore  effectually  preventing 
the  counterfeiting  the  Copper  Coin  of  the  Realfh ; 
and  all  other  provisions  made  by  law  concerning  the. 
said  Copper  Monies  of  the  Realm,  should  be  ex- 
tended to  all  such  pieces  of  Copper  Money  as  should 
be  coined  and  issued  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  arid  successors,  dnd  as  should  by  his  or  their 
Royal  Proclamation,  be  ordiered  to  be  taken  as  cur- 
rent Monfey  of  the  Realm,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
such  pieces  had  been  particularly  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed in  such  Acts  respectively. 
-    And  as  the  practice  of  counterfeiting  foreign  Gold 
and  Silver  Coin,  and  the  bringing  into  the  Realm, 
and  uttering  within  the  same,  such  false  and  coun- 
terfeit Coins,  and  particularly  the  Coins  commonly 
called  Louis  d'Or  and  Dollars,  had  greatly  increased 
of  late,  the  same  Statute  further  enacted  that  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  making,  'CToihing,  br 
counterfeiting,   any  kind  of  Coin  not  the   proper 
Coip  of  the  Realm,  nor  permitted  to  be  current^ 


within. the. dame, r  but  resembUog,. or. made  with  iuf- 
tent  to  resemble,  any  Gold  or  Silver  Coin  of  any  for 
reign  Prince,  &c*  or  to  pass  m9  such  f<}re^>Goin^ 
should  be  felony,  and  that  the .  ofi&nd^s  might  be 
transported  for  any  term  not  Exceeding  sevi^n  y^rs^  i 

The  bringing  into  the  Realm  such; Coins. knowing 
them  to  be  counterfeit,  was^  a|so  dedarend  to  be/the 
same  crime,  and  the  offenders  ta  be .liat^le  to  s^^t, 
the  same  punishment. :     .  ^       ,  ...  /  ,  -:,,.* 

The  penalty  for  tendering  sooh  Coins  ia  pay^^ 
meat,  knowing  them  to  be  fals^,  w^s^  enacted  to  be 
six  months  imprisonment,  for  the  6r9t  offence;  and 
for. the  second,  two  years  imprisonment,;,  and  sure* 
tie9  to  be  <  found,  in  botli  instances,  for  th^  same 
term  respectively ; .  and  for  the  third  ofFepce.  the 
offender  to  he  adjudged,  on  conviction,  guilty  of 

felony  without  benefit  of  clergy • 

And  if  any  person  ehould  be  convicted,  ou  thj^ 
oath  of  one  or  more  credible  witnessies,  of  havings' 
without  lawful  excuse,  more  than  five  pieces  of  such. 
Coin,  in  his  or  her  custody,,  it  was  enacted,  that  the 
said  Coin  should  be  forfeited,  and  afterwards^  cut  iii 
pieces  and  destroyed,  and  the  persop  in  whoa^pos-^ 
session  it  was  found  should  forfeit  not  less  than  fort}? 
Shillings,  and  not  more  than  fivePounds,  fpnevery.. 
piece  of  such  Coin.  ? 

And  authority  was  given  to^  Justices  of.  the  Peacei 
upon  the  oath  of  one  creaible  person,  to  search  susr 
pected  places  for  such  counterfeit  foreign  Coin,  and 
to  seize  it,  or  any  tools  or  materials  for  making  the 
sftme.  :     . 

It  was  further  enacted  tl^t  all  prosecutions,; 
for  any  offences  against  the  Act,  j^hould  be  comr 

VOJL.  IV*  ,    F 
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memoeA  mtUn  three  cafectdar  months,  aftet  tke  fiiet 
CQHiiiiitted  ^. 

lt¥  CDAseq^ence  of  an  iinaniiiiou9  Address  o£  the 
Cooamonsi  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  measures  might  he 
takm  for  an  immediate  supply  of  such  Copper 
Coinage  as  might  be  best  adapted  to  the  payment  of 
the  laborious  poor  in  the  present  ^Kigency ;  a  Pro* 
clamation  was  issued,  on  the  ^th  of  July,  to  gi^e 
€iurvency  to  a  new  Coinage  of  Copper  Money  of  one 
Fenny  and  Two-penny  Pieces,  i  The  Pieces  of  two 
Pennies  were  to.  weigh  two  ounces  avoirdupois,  and 
the  P^nny  Pieces  in  proportion,  and  the  intrkisie 
value  <if  each,  workmanship  included,  to  correspond 
aS'  nearly  as  possible  with  the  nominal  value  tof  the 
same  re^>eGtiv6ly .  Each  pieoe  to  have  on  one  side 
the  King's  effigies  or  portraiture,  with  his  name  or 
^)e,rand<oa  the  Reverse  the  figure  of  Britannia, 
sitting  osia  VQfk  in  the  sea,  holding  a  trident  in.  h^r 
left  hand,  and  a  branch  of  olive  in  her  right  hand^ 
vKith  the  yeakv-  of  o w  Lord> 

An4  it  was  comj^ianded  that  the  said  Pieces 
should'  he  oi^rrent  and  .lawful  Money  df  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  and  should  pass  a^  he<  ^- 
eeived  as  qiu^reat  and  lawful  <Money  of  that  King- 
dom^  in  all  payments  and  transactions  of  Mo^ey; 
prouidexi  that  no  pei^son  should  be  obliged  to.  take 
wonei (^  such.  Coppar  Money ,  in  any  one  paymeql, 
thim  the  value  of  one  Shilling  ^^  r- 

The  Gaaoette  of  September  the  26th  contained  a 
Notice  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  CommwiS, 
that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  governor  of  the  B^nk 

e  Statute  37  G^.  III.  c*sp.  U6.  *  PcoeiaraaKion. 


6f  England  bod  notified  toMm^  on  tb^  23d  df  thckt 
months  that  the  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  meant 
to  issue  Gold  Coin  to  the  amount  of  the  Dolkrs, 
then  in  circulaftion,  which  had  been  stanapfed  in  the 
Towers  •  •.  •     ^ 

TWs  wa*  a  preparatorjT  step  to  the  fssirin g  of  an 
Advertisement  from  the  Bank^  npott  th^  2f8^  of  tfefe 
flsine  roewth,  in  which  notice  was  givl^n,  that  the 
Dollars  abov^mentioned^  mrgbt  be  brought 'to' tlfe 
Bank  to  be  exchanged  foi*  Caih,  every  day  ftoih 
Monday  the  2rf  of  October  until  thegistdstydftKat 
Monfth,  except  IStindays,  at  certai(n  hour^,  after*  tlie 
rate  of  four  Shillings  and  hiri^  I^nce  pet  HoWkr; 
and  that  from  and  after  thfe  Slaid  5 1  st  y>f  Octolier 
stiteh  Dollars  would  be  no  longer  cutrentsrtth^  Bank. 

To  avoid  the  confusion  \thfch  muit  ariise'  frofli  tt 
trawdi  of  persons  applying,  the  Cowt  of  Dii4ctoifs ' 
foetid  it  necessary  to  give  notice,  'that  no  smallisr 
sani1:han  twenjty  Dollars'could  b6  eitchanged  at  the 

This  notice  was  the  occasion  of  g^at  inconve- 
niences to  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  which  itethus 
^te(l  in  a  subsequetit  Advwtisfenient  from  the 
Aank,  upon  the  lOth  of  October  v 

-*^  The  extreme  difficulty  of  distingmyhing  Doltirs 
stattfiped  at  the  Tourer,  from  those  with  a  coufirtar* 
foil  stamps  having  nearly  stopped  the  eircAfetion»<;)f 
Dollar?  ever  since  the  notice  for  calling  them  \n,  Isnsi 

afforded  an  opportunity  to  some  dealers'  in  Silver  to 

i<  ,    .  i»  ..... 

e  Londoa  Caz^tte.: ;  The  cyder  focdtaaipio^  th^seOdUar&Vf^ 
giveq  in  the  month  of  M^rch^  .so  that  the  plai;i  was  a{)andpned  jn 
less  than  seven  months  from  the  date  of  itsadoption. 

u  Adiertisem^nt  in  the  St.  Jameses  Chronicle. 

F   2 
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buy  thetn  indi&qriminfAely,  ajt  $t  rate  very  inferior  tp 
the  current  value,  pf.  legally-staniped  Dollars,,  by 
whii^h  means  the.  ^i^nocent  holders  suffer  a  hestvy 
loss ;  the  consideration  of  this  circun)stanc€^  has  inr 
duced  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  to  permit  their 
Cashiers  ^;^o  r^eivct  all  real  good  Doll?i|^,  whether 
the  st|imp  bp  couijterfipit  or  nqt,  and  to  exchange 
them  at  the  rate  of  four  Shillings  and  nine^Peoce 
each,  for  all  p^sons  who  appear  to  have  taken  thein 
in  the  fair  wky  of  currency  or  business^  This  in* 
diligence  will  be  continued  until  Saturday  the  21st 
instaqt,  unless  it  shoi|ld  become  necessary  to  withr 
draw  it  by  the  attempts  of  evil-minded  and  disho-f 
nest  persons  tq  impose  on  t^ie  Bank,       ., 

'^  The  Bank  not  taking  in  smaller  sums  than 
twenty^  Dollars  in  a  parcel,  it  is  earnestly  wished 
that  Bankers  and  Shopk^pers  will. exchange ^mftHer 
sums  of  Dollars  fof  such,  individuals  as  may  otb^ec- 
wise  not  be  able  tp  pa^s  them  at  the  full  rate,  of  four 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence  a  Dollar;  by  which  they 
will  materially  contribute  to  the  ea§e  and  benefit  of 
the  publick*       ^       .  .       ,     .     • 

"It  is  thought,  uecessary  to  add,  that  the  Bank 
never  has  made  any  objection  to  Dollars  for  having 
a  notch  cut  on  the  eclge,  fpr .  |:he  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining  the  meta)|  prQvidpd, there  has  not  appeared 
a  fraudulent  intention  to  diminish  the  weight  of  the 

piece*  ^,  ,  '      .',,♦:•  » -'J    *'>  I  If  .  .  -'       " 

On  the  .29th  day  -  pf  u  ^fovelnber  a  r  Proclamation 
was  issued  for  givittg'  ctiffietiby  to  a  new  ^species  of 
Gold  Coin  of  the  value  6f  seven  Shillings  each. 

They  were  declared  to  be  of  the^ weight  of  1  dwt 


19^«,,^«^gy^' froy^W  each   of  Standard  Gold, 

b^itig'  one  third  of  the  weight  of  a  Gu?nea,  according 
to  the  Weights  approved  and  confirmed  by  his  Ma- 
jie^ty  in  Council,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  made  in 
the'fourteienth  year  of  his  reign,  intituled,  ^n  Act 
for  regulating  arid  ascertaining  the  FPeights  to  be 
mctd^  use  of  in  weighing  the  Gold  and  Silver  Chins 
of  the  Kingdofn. 

JZvetf  piece  was  to  have  on  one  side  thereof  his 
Majesty's  effigies  or  portraiture,  with  his  name,  and 
the  words  t)^l  Cratia,  iind  oti  the  Reverse  the  regal 
crOWri  bf  England  ^  with  the  following  legend,  mag. 
BRl;  f*R.  fit  HIB.  REX;  the  said  Pieces  io  be  curreht 
and  lawful  Money  of  the  K.it)gdom  of  Great  Britain, 
:  arid 'to  be  called  SevenShillirig  Pieces,"  arid  to  jpass 
and^be  received  as  of  the  Value'of  seven  Shillings  of 
lawful"  Mt>»ey -of  the  ^aid'  KWgdoni,  knd  tHfefe  of 
th^m  to  psiti  ttid  be^eceiVed'a^  of  the  vklu^  of  6n6 
Gtfitieg;iWairpayfnen't\Vhit^^^^^  '    '    '•  '    ' 

*ltt  the'  course  of  this  |ear'the  Bank  was  restricted 
frbni  iriaking  payments  m  cash;  in  the  first  instance 
by  a  Minute  of  Privy  Council  on  the  26m'6lf  "t'e- 
brii^';  arid,  subsequently,  by'two  different  Acts 
which  werfe  passed' in' tliVs  Session,'  namely,'  Chapter 
45'^tiA  Chapter  gi.'  It  has  been  continiieid by  va- 
rious'9l«utes;  ahd  stlit^istsX"  This  measure  was 

h  ProclaDiation.  See  a  Specimen  of  this  Coinage  in  Supplement, 
FWJIf  i,  A  Colli iof fihiS)ii'lahie  wa^ ptopoged  in^liTT^^  «id  a  Die 
was  cut^.ftom  i^^q^i  af^w,  p^f ri\d  wer^.  p^uck  oflf,  bwt  no»e 
'Were  ever  jcurrent.  The  Reverse,  which  ^ore  hifi  Majesty*6  £i^t. 
«ras  much  more  effogaiit  than  those  which  were  issued  at  this  time. 

i'statJ37*e.^iiii'(*ip:4i,  We^biibik-  '"  -"  '  '  '         ' 

^  By  an  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  passed  in  this  year, 
the  same  leAt^lM^^k^mii^Vi^^^  Divers  Sta^ 
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only  a  palliation^  and  not  a  cure  of  the  evil  whicb 
produced  it^  and  experience  has  made  it  doubl^l 
M^hetber  a  Recoinarge  of  the  Gold  Moioey  at  si¥:h 
a.  weight  as  might  have  rendered  it  unprofitable 
Qilt^er.  to  ave]t  or  export  it>  would  not  have  beea 
ii:M>i?€i  expedient. 

.  1798.  The  Directory  of  the  Bank  of  England 
having*  observed  that  the  quantity  of  light  Gold 
Coin  in  circulation  was  daily  increasing,  repeated 
their  recommendation,  by  publick  Advertisement 
japon  the  31st  of  January,  that  the  publick  shouM 
adopt  the  practice  of  weighing  such  Gold  Coin  as 
qaight  be  offered  to  them,  since  none  hut  that  of 
the  full  weight  prescribe  by  law  could  be  roQeived 
ait  the  Bank  K 

/  By  an  Order  of  his  Majesty  in  Council  of  the  7th 
of  Februaify  in  this  yiear,  the  subsisti^  Committee 
of  Council  for  Coins  was  dissolved,  and  a  imw  Com- 
mittee was  appoihted  ">,  who  were  to  take  into  coii- 

^  tutes  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  extended  this  provision^  which 

IS  stiHm  force. 

1   Adveit^ment  in  the  St.  Jameses  Chronicle. 
f^  The  Commissioners  were. 

The  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
^  The  hord  President  of  the  Council, 

The  Lord  Piivy  Seal, 

The  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 

The  Master  General  of  the  Oi*dnance, 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 

The  President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Trade, 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

The  Secretary  at  War, 

The  Duke  of  Montrofee, 

TJfi  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King  s  Bench, 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houjse  of  Commons, 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
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MtihuratH^lk  tii^  s^ate  of  the  Coins  of  the  Kingdom, 
ktid  the  present  establishment  and  constitution  of 
the  Mint^  and  to  report  to  his  Majesty  in  Coancil 
Ibeit  opinion  npon  the  gemnral  state  of  the  C<Mns, 
ftnd  on  such  in>proverEients  as  they  might  think  pro- 
per to  be  made  tlierein,  togetlier  with  their  opinion 
00  such  alterations  and  improvements  as  they  might 
Jiidge  necessary  and  proper  to  be  made  in  the  estah- 
lishttient  and  constitution  of  his  Majesty's  Mint^. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  this  Committee,  one  of  its 
ineiiibers  opened  the  mode  in  which  be  thought 
they^  should  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's commands,  and  suggested  the  principles 
which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the 
further  improvement  of  the  Coins  of  the  Realm. 
TJbe  Committee,  he  says,  made  some  progress  in 
tbeir  inquiries  on  the  extensive  and  difficult  sub-* 
ject;  and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  tht^ 
House  of  Commons,  they  established  the  principles 
On  which  the  Copper  Coin  should  in  future  be 
made;  and  a  certain  quantity  of  Coins,  made  aq* 
cording  to  these  principles,  was  sent  into  circula- 

The  Chief  Aistice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 

The  CMef  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 

The  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  Coancil  for  Trade^ 

Sir  Jos^h  Banks,  K.  B. 

Sir  William  Wynne, 

Mr.  Sylvester  Douglas. 
It  is  said,  that  upon  the  appointment  of  tills  Committee,  a  Coia-*' 
a^s  odf  Silver,  to  a  considerate  amount^  wa^  melted  down,  and  re* 
turned  to  the  State  of  Bullion.  Doubtless  this  U'as  dcme  under  a 
confident  expectation  that  something  decisive  would  be  resolve^ 
^poil  by  the  Committee ;  but  escperienoe  has  shewn  that  such  ex*^ 
pectatioa  was  without  foundation. 

n  Twenty-fifth  Rsport  of  the  Sefept  Committee  of 
June.26^  1798. 
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^km^  very  viqch  to  &6  satisfadtion  <>f  *  hisr  Mi^8lp% 

>"  >Tht5  noble  LoiKlha»omitCed  tD*9tate  the  m^ure 
•of  ■tfaote^'p^mciples^  but  it  is  to*  *be  preMined  thftt 
tfc^y  'Stte^tQ  be  .fouad  M  bi^  Letterto  the  King  •  tipoti 
tftis  subject^  whleh»trd^  piiblidbed  in  theydar  l60S. 
Ili'^tbpb<b^>8tr;''bo  >fiirllier(ieb8ervfltioa  needs  to  be 
made  th^M) ^%,Jtbatt  'tbosei  *  principles  have  never 
beeri<4i^t«i'<i:{pon«4>v^tfoe:Go|noiittee,  and  therefore 
have  probably  beenabandeoed  by  them.  The  soli- 
tiuy  itistafne^, '  allud^i  tt^  -above,  6f  tbfe  Copper 
Coinage^' irvef ratably  ipircMn^siihe  unsoundness  of  the 
^theMy  ;''<br  >i)|'tton»sted>!  m  the  first  instance,  of 
:  €!bhD|s'  I  whose*  li^eight  <  was  •  equal  to  their  current 
value;  then,  the  pricet>f  Copper  having  risen,  the 
gdbse^fuent^  isdubs  werbfPediioed^in  size;  and  all' the 
tkne,  4ibe  oitiF/Toivdr  Hiilfpence,  of^a  weight  still  in- 
fefior^«  i«)ere  i  Bumv^d  't^  ciroulate  with  them.  The 
consequences  of  this  deviation  from  the^  first  and 
most  im<pffiiTtant||H'ihofpl9  of  Coinage,  was  such  as 
nmigfct'  'sutel jj  iiare  been  Easily  foreseen.'  Wbene^f«r 
'6d^p€#.  hfappiencldtcrfHse  <m>iprice^  the  Icfan  Corns 
;  sobn'devoared<^her&t'one8;  -       i      . 

The Gpuimittee having  remarkedthe considetable 

.'.o:ATre?itfe^  o^  tb€i  CJqw  of  thp:  Reala)  ^ in  a  Letter  to  the 
King.  By  Charles  Earl  of  Lvferpoo]^  p.  7.  This  Letter  is  founded 
upop  a  Praft  for  a  fleport^  which  was  drawn  up  by  his  Lordship^ 
but  never  presented. '  Indeed  lie  mentions,  p.  7  of  his  Letter  to 
th^'King^/'thar  obfitrUctidns  fi«re'Yaised  ^ieh  prevented  the 
completion  of  the  measure  proposed  by  him  to  the  Committee, 
'9%8rt'i)fetruction/i/^eb  was<6iippcis()d;'»ttthe<fiitye^  to  h^ve  been 
'  ifextom^med  by  tfaeoppesvtkin'bf'the  Chief  Jodtice  of  the  Common 
neas  to  some  parts,  of  his  Lond6hip*s  theory/  probably  stopped 
th«J  prtiientafidtf  of ^tie  H^rti  •  '  •• 
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lo^B iidhifehttlieGold Com  appeared  lbibti?^^«ifitwfiC!il 
by  wear  within  certain  periods,  and  being xJ^t^rbas 
to' ftiicertain  w>bethei*  that  loss 'WaS'OOcbsiolied  byfany 
defect^  either  i»  the  quality:  of  sta^dapd  Gold^  tir  nn 
the  figoTelofimpressiod  ef  Ihe  Coind,  requested.  Mr. 
Henry  Gavehdisb. and  Mr^  Hatchefctito  exathmeyby 
atiGb  e^xperiment^  jas'  tshotiflid'  be<  <de^ed» <requ}sitj?^ 
whether  ahy  of  those- defects  ideally  €iji6tedw '  i  -  »/ 
The  twioifollowing  quei^tiohs  Were  piineipally  re- 
commehdedtotheilr  consideration  3 .  '  .  I 

*^  lit.  Whether  very  soft  aikddudtile  Geiid,  or  Gold 
nrnde  as  hbrdas  is  conapsiftibtl^/ with  the  proce^a^df 
(^ojningj  suffers  the  inost  by  vreorj  under  the  Vftnioas 
oifcutnstances  of  friction- tO' which  Coin  is  subjected 
ill  the  cour3e  of  circulation  ?       ' 

'  *^  5dv 'Whether  Goiwl  with  »a  -flat,   smootihy  anji 
brdJvd'^su^&oe^  ^v^ars  kdSjtthfe^Goinfwhicbihad  cer- 
tain protubeil^iiyt  parts' raised 'aboxre -the  ground  or 
'  generali  levd  of  the  pieees  ?''    -  •  5  *   ^  .     r  .   .    , 

'  'Pi<om'a/«et  of  well-iifnaginedeypcritiieiaits,  which 
were  ex4:4nded'^tO'B  coiisideraMe  length,'  it  appeared, 
that^Gold  of^ moderate  ductility*  i^  best  !caksuk<ted  for 
Coin,  and  that  the  quality  of  fthe^ptesent  standard 
'Goid  is  v^elhaldapt^dto  feBTst'SbraMon^  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  friction  of  Goih  against  Goin ;  and  that 
the^  ^eiar  is  greAt^^tpon  'rai^^dor  imbossed  Surfaces 
than  upon  those  which  ar^e  flat  and  plain  P. 

In  the  course  of  .^jiiij  j^arvthe.Officers  of  the  Mint 
repeated  the  ^xpei^iixieats  svbich^  they,  bad  Eni^de  in 

tiOQ^je*B€j?ji9§n^ui|:^.tbe  EtiiH^is^pfeM  Trapsactjoiis  for  18Q3, 
part i..|]i^^«^qTb^Wi$fir:ofrfltandm'd  Silver  appeared  to  be  nearly 
equal  with  that  of  fine  Gold  ^  but  moie  than  that  of  Gold  made 
standard  by  Silver  or  by  Copper. 
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die  year  1787,  respecting  tiie  actual  ne»  cyf  the 
Silver  Coins,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a  cousin 
derable  toss  bad  been  occasioned  by  the  wear  o^ 
eleven  years  only ;  for  it  was  found  that 

IS^^Oowns        ^  were  requisite /^  1244  Crowns        "n       .    ^ 
Vru  Half  Crowns  I  to  make  up  aj  24^^  Half  Crowns  if  ^"f^ 
8«A  Shillings        [  pound  troy,  ^  62     Shillings        |    m"* 
«00U  Sixpences  /     instead  of     Ll24    Sixpences    J    ™'*^* 

This  deficiency  amounted  in  the 

Crowns  to  3-^4  P^'^  cent. 
Half  Crowns  9tVot  P^^  cent. 
Shillings  24  3  g  e  y  P^  ^^w'- 
Sixpences  384-l-ff  per  cent. 
and  the  increased  deficiency  in  the  course  of  eleven 
years, 

in  the  Crowns  to  -J-f  |.  per  cent. 
in  the  Half  Crowns  to  14^^  ^^y.  cent. 
in  the  Shillings  to  S^ilg  per  cent. 
in  the  Sixpences  to  ^±±±Ji>.per  cent.^ 

On  the  21st  of  June  the  Act  of  the  14th  of  the 
King,  intituled.  An  Jet  to  prohibit  the  Importation 
of  light  Silver  Coin^  of  this  Realm,  from  fordgn 
Countries,  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  and  to 
restrain  the  Tender  thereof  beyond  a  certain  Sum  ; 
bqii^g  then  expired,  was  revived,  and  further  conti^ 
nued  to  the  first  day  of  June  I7dd,  by  a  new 
Statute. 

In  the  same  it  was  recited,  tliat  whereas  his  Ma- 
jesty had  appointed  a  Committee  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Coins 
of  ^he  Kingdom,  and  the  present  estaUishment  and 
constitution  of  the  Mint,  and  inconvenience  might 

qi  Lord  Laverpoors  Letter  to  the  King>  p.  187* 
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■ 

MTise  £rom  any  Coinage  of  Silwner  until  such  reguk* 
tioo9  might  be  fraoQied  as  shoakl  aj^ear  necessary^ 
tkod  whereas,  from  the  then  low  price  of  Silver 
Bullion^  owing  to  temporary  circumeAances,  '^a  sptiall 
Quantity  of  Silver  Bullion  had  been  brought  to  the 
Mint  to  be  coined,  and  there  was  reason  to  snppose 
that  n  still  further  quantity  might  ht  brought,  and 
it  was  therefore  necessary  to  suspend  the  coining 
of  Silver ;  it  was  therefore  enacted^^  that  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  j>o  Silver  Bullion 
abould  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  nor  should  any  Silver 
Coin  that  might  have  been  coined  there  be  deli- 
vered; and  all  persons  who  had  brought  Silver  to 
the  Mint  to  be  coined,  previous  to  the  9th  of  May 
1798,  were  to  receive  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  Coin  into  which  the  Bullion  would  have  been 

N 

converted  if  the  same  had  been  coined  according  to 
the  regulations  of  the  Mint.  And  it  was  provided  that 
the  Act  might  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed, 
dorit^g  that  Session  of  Parliament  in  which  it  was 
passed  ^ 

For  some  time  base  Coins  resembling  the  foreign 
Cc^^r  Coins  called  Tempes  and  Sous  Marques, 
and  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  called  Johannes  and 
Dollars,  had  been  circulated  in  the  West  India 
Islands  and  in  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America; 
it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  all  Copper  Coin,  ndt 
being  the  legal  Coin  of  the  Kingdom,  and  all  coun«: 
terfeit  Gold  or  Silver  Coin,  made  to  resenible  any 
Gold  or  Silver  Coin  either  of  the  Kingdom  or  cf 
any  other  Country,  whi<jh  should,  under  any  pne- 
tence^  be  shipped  to  be  exported  to  Martinique^  or 
any  of  his  Majesty's  Islands  or  Colonies  in  the  West 

r  Statute  38  G.  III.  chap.  59. 
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Incb€di>r  AmerioB^'  should  be  forfeited/  add  thdt  tdiiie 
persons  who  should .  Export  or  ship  such  Gotns^  or 
should  have  them  in  their  custody  in  order  to  ex- 
port, should  forfeit  for  every  offence  two  hundred 
Pounds,  together  with  twice  the  value  of  the  said 
Coins  ■. 

In  the  same  Session  an  Act  was  made  to  permit 
the  manufacturing  of  Gold  wares,  either  for  sale  or 
exportation,  of  the  standard  of  eighteen  carats  of 
fine  Gold  in  every  pound  weig)ht  troy.  Such  Gold 
wares  to  be  stamped  with  a  crown  and  the  figures 
^18^  instead  of  the  ma^k  of  the  lion, passant,  on  pe- 
nalty of  tep.Pouq^^^^,,     ,  - 

About  ^bjs  tj^ope.t^iejCjQQii^itte^  for  consideratioa* 
of  t|ie  s,tate  of  ^^b^e  Cqi^qag^jseeins.to  b^ve  meditoi^ 
some  improvement  in  the  workmanship  of  the  M <K^ 
ney,  fo^  tt^^^jfollpvyjjjg  ^i^cuJar,  Motvce  was  istsued  to 
the  Membei;i^  9f  the  JjLQy^  AP^niy.upoa  the  ^thrp 
0fAug}ipt:^^,^.;_^  ':    -  ^       •.:.  •      -      '    o 

,,*.^$ir,     ,,-^.1'  .'•      ■    »     ^    •         -  -'.    •> 

<f^  J'he  Lords^ofth^  Committee  of  Council  having  ^ 
expressed  a  ^desire- that  the  Gold  and  Silvef  Coins  61^* 
this  Kingdom  should  have  every  ?rnprovement'which  " 
the  present  state  of  the  Arts  can  afford,  and  the 
Rbybl  Academy  having  agreed  to  take  the  same  intq,. 
their  consideration,  the  President  has  accordingly'-, 
orcjered  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Academicians  on  ^ 
the  90th  of  September  next,  at  seven  o*^clock  in  the  '^ 
evetiing,  t6  receive  the  designs  or  models  of  such  pf 
the  Members  of  the  Academy  as  will  then,  offer;.  : 
which  designs  or  models  are  intended  by  the  Lords ' 
of  the  Committee  to  be  presented  for  his  M&j^tv^i 

»Statttie9SCKilf.c)iap.6r.  ^     '  t4d.'cliftpi«9V^ ' 
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inspectioDi  previous  ta  their  betog  carried  into  eflfect.^  ^ 

^*  The  Coins  intended  are  a»  follow :  •  ■  ^ 

r  A  Two  Guinea  Piece,  •» 

.  ^*  Gold,  <  A  Guineia,  dad  ,                 i  i  •.  j 

(^  A  Half  Quinea.     ,  .  ;.  ,.;?-, ^^c*'  -hi-i-rl 

r  Five  Shilling  Piece,  •  ^n,  J 

tfrc-i        I  Half  Crown  Piece,          .  .u   .) 

•        •   ^Sixpence..  •■   '  ^  ' '   '     ■'"\-  "'''[  .[/^^\ 
"The  Head  of  his  present  "Majesty.'       "   '    '    ''. 
'•TheArmsoftheftealixi:'"'  '   "'   "'  "     '  '"'* 
♦'The  Lion;  Crown,  Arid 'BrttanhVi:';    "  "    """^ 
*'  In  fortoing'  the  designs' '6r''i!AcMeiy,'  it'  is  desired ' 
that  attention  be  paid  to  the  roundness  and'  simpji-' 
city  of  the  Coin ;  tb  1!h^'<*tlo'l^''6r"iiak'  of  the  in- 
scription-on  the  shni^,"  and' tb'guaM  against  ihe** 
weatlhg  or  filiriff ."*■'■  ■•"•  ^"'  '"  ^"  *"  •''   '  '"■     '  '"' 
Several  of  the  AcfadenliciiiahV  sent'lH  drawings  or* 
models  in  consequence  of  this' circular  letter,  but  no 
notice  whatever  was  taken  of  their  communications; 
though  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  irdcnbw- 
ledged  in  the  House  the  jjieoesaity  of  inventing  sbch 
Dies .  as  would  prevent  the  nuno^ous-  fiiauds  icom-'  ^ 
mitted.on  the  Silver  Coinage  of  the  Country*.*    *■     ••^* 

^  L 
Vii  t  »  •  •  '•  »  ?•• 

^  St.  James's  Chronicle,  Sept.  18,  1798.    ^t  the  Ifttteiyeafl  ftf^j 
the  year  1798  a  very  daring  robbery  W£^  committed  in  the  Mint, , 
by  one  TUrnbulf,  a  8<^d£er  ih  the  third  nbgiment  of  Guards,  who ' 
was  emplqyedmtkthreeidth^rsin'Worldifigtlielly.    When' -tlie^^^ 
test  retired  to  ,br^al^ffi^tXui:i^uU/r^i«ii94f»i»d  fkcppmg  a  pbtok!  t 
to  the  breast  of  the  Moneyer*s  appr^nticq,  Iprced  .him  apd  aaothe?/o 
person  into  an  ii^per  room,  and  thejfi  carried  o^  S308  gu^i^eas..^  t  ^ 
For  this  robbery  h^  was  tried  ♦in  February  1799,  convicted  and 
execut«di  ..SteBsioiis  IPa^i^r.'         •  *      "   '  :•-;.:■  j       i'# 

.  xQ^4j4^j^^.^j54bcvi4ry>jriWii  »ul2&J   in  tbe^nnaA  df  Jrtdy-^.? 
1761  a  g|*atuity  of  20  guineas  was  o£fered  by  the  Society  for  the 
£ncouragea2^|:pf  .^Bts,  &c.  to  theif#it|fiii:wj|<>i  witlifaL  the  fnonth 
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1799^  At  the  Gommettcemenft  of  this'  3^iir  a'  new 
Coinage,  of  HaUpeoce  and  Farthings^  wa9  ^cpected 
to  be  soon  issued  by  Mr.  Botthon  from  his  Mi^t 
at  Soho,  and  consequently  some  alarm  prevailed 
amongst  the  holders  of  that  species  of  Money  which 
was  once  so  well  known  by  the  name  of  Birmingham 
Halfpence.  This  alarm  was  taken  advahtage  of  by 
some  tradesmen  in  that  place,  who  put  out  adver- 
tisements to  this  effect : 

"  Base  Copper  Coin,  that  will  not  pass  m  this 
Country,  will  be  taken  for  eight  days^  and  posi- 
tively no  longer,  as  the  ship  sails  in  a  few  days  after,  ^ 
and  they  cannot  be  taken  afterwards.** 

For  these  Coins  they  offered  to  sell  various  goods, 
and  represented  the  transaction  as  being  advan- 
tageous for  those  who  had  any  quantity  of  baiie 
Copper  by  them,  as  the  new  Halfpence  were 
coming  oat,  and  the  new  Penny  Pieces  so  much  in 
circulation,  that  the  base  Corns  could  not  possibly 
be  taken  afterwards  y.  It  appears,  however,  that 
this  alarm  respecting  the  issue  of  an  authorized 
Coinage  was  premature  by  nearly  nine  months;  and 
it  was  pi^obably  excited  by  persons  of  the  same  de- 
scription as  those  who  issued  the  abovementioned 
advertisements,  who  were  interested  in  spreaditig  it 
as  generally  as  possible. 

of  JuAe  ensuing,  shcmld  produce  the  best  drawing  and  likeness 
of  the  King  in  profile^  from  which  a  Die  of  a  Guinea  might  be 
executed  wkh  the  greatest  propritety.  This  prenMum  was  at^ludg^ 
taMr.  J.  Meyers.  [Gent.  Mag.  May  and  June  176>,  pp^  996)^1:] 
This  laudabJe  eShrt  of  the  Society^  to  bring  t^e  miserahle  execu- 
tion of  the  Coinage  into  consideration^  seems  to  have  produced 
no  effect  whatsoever^  except  that  k  probably  suggested  the  above 
'  applkation. 

y  Advertisement  in  Aris*3  BirmiDgham  Gazette,  March  1799. 
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Oh  the  19th  of  July  thie  Act  to  prohibit  tbe  Iin* 
portation  of  light  Silrer  Coinji  which  ia  the  last 
Sesiion  was  revived  and  continued  until  the  first 
day  of  June  in  this  year,  was  B>ade  perpetual^. 

At  the  same  time  an  Act  was  passed^  to  ascertain 
the  Salary,  of  the-  Master  and  Worjker  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty^s  Mioit.  Thia  was  stated  to  be  Inecessary,  be* 
«au8e  his  emoluments  were  uncertain,  of  very  di^ 
ferent  amount  in  different  years,  a»d  in  the  case  of 
a  Re^coinage^  excessive ;  it  was*  therefore  enacted^ 
tha^  from  and.  after  the  95  th  of  March  last  past,  a 
net  salary  of  <^.S000  per  annum  should  be  paid  to 
him  in  lieu  of  the  salary,  and  proportion  of  fees,  &e« 
heretofore  paid  to  the  said  Master  and  Worker;  and 
that}  all  taxes  to  which  the  said  Maisterand  Worker 
was  then  subject,  in  restpect  of  the  said  oifiee,  should 
be  paid  out  of  certain  fees  particularized  in  that  Act* 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  froai  and  after 
the  passing  of  that  Act;  it  shoukt  not  be  lawful  to 
grant  the  office  of  Master  and  Worker  of  the  Minjt 
in  any  other  manner  than  subject  to  the  directions 
of  that  Act. 

.And<  whereas  the. covenants  contained  in  the  laden- 
jkui^,.  qsuajly  made  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Mas* 
ter  a^d  Worker  of  his  Mint,  were  not  in  the  nature^of 
a  contract  coming  within  the  meaning  and)  intent^an 
of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  22d  year  of  the  King,  inti- 
tuled, An  Act  for  restraining  any  Person  concerned 
in  any  Contt^acty  Sgc  made  for  the  Publick  Serpice, 
from  being  elected j  or  sitting  and  voting  as- a  Mem* 
her  of  the  House  ef  Ciymmons ;  it  was  enacted,  that 
nothing  in  that  Act  should  extend  to  any  person 

z  Statute  39  G.  III.  chap.  75. 
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holding  the  office  of  Master  and  Worker  of  his 
Majesty's  Mint  S 

At  the  same  time  an  Act  was  passed,  to  enable 
Matthew  Boulton,  engineer,  to  export  the  machinery 
necessary  for  erecting  a  Mint  in  the  dominions  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias,  it  being  doubtful  whether,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting laws,  he  could  do  it  without  being  subject  to 
certain  penalties  and  fiu^feitures  ^. 

The  diminishing  of  the  Gold  Coins  appears  to 
have  been  but  little  checked  by  what  Lord  Mahon 
stiled  '4ke  very  troyblemme  Chinese  fashion  bf 
weighing  each  piece  %  for  the  Bank  again  found  it 
necessary  to  caution  the  publick  to  be  upon  their 
guard,  and  invariably  to  weigh  all  that  might  be  of> 
fered  in  payment,  as  information  had  been  received 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  Gold  Coin,  then  in 
drcHilation,  had,  by  unlawful  ineans,  been  reduced 
in  its  value.  And'they  recommended  it  to  be  done, 
because  no  method  was  so  likely  to  check  that  ini-^ 
quitous  and  prevailing  practice,  as  that  all  Bankers, 
Merchants,  and  Traders  should  adopt  the  custom 
of  ascertaining  minutely  that  the  weight  of  each 
Guinea  they  should  receive  was  not  less  than  five 
pennyweights  eight  grains,  and  the  smaller  pieces 

in  proportion  ^. 

•  * 

a  Statute  39  G.  III.  chap.  94. 

b  Id.  chap.  96. 

c  '^Considerations  on  tne  Means  of  preventing  fraudulent 
Practices  on  the  Gold  Coin/*  p.  16. — His  Lordship*s  plan  for  the 
protection  of  the  Coins  was  by  fine  strokes^  in  low  relief,  in  su^h 
places  where  they  would  be  but  little  exposed  to  wear,  that  is, 

> 

near  a  greater  relief,  which  would  protect  them. 
«1  Advertisement  in  the  St.  James*3  Chronicle. 


H     ^ 
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On^the  liMirth  teb^  ^f  D^ember  a  Prodbmattdn 
•was  issued  for  giving  currency  to  a  new  Coinage: of' 
Ca^pep  M(M&y,  x>f  Tvroj^Dny  and  Oae  Pen^y 
Pieoes,  Hal^pttinytPttees,  and  Farthiogt^  • 
'  This  Proaltaiatipo  firati  teeited  »tbat  of  the^fidi 
day  of  July  in  the  37lbydais>^  tthe  Kingf  by  wbidi 
the  Penny  and  Two-peotey  •  Piedes  were  originally 
made  current,  and  then  annoutioed  that  his  Majfesty 
.had  thought  fit  to  order  that  Halfpenny  Pieces  and 
Farthings , should  be  coined^  having  alsoon  one  side 
bis  ef%ies  or  portraiture^^  with  the  name  or  tille^ 
and  on!  the  Reverse  the  figure,  of  Britannia,  with  the 
year  of  our  Lord ;  aU  which  pieees  had  been  eoined 
by  Matthew,  Boulton,  of  Soho,  in  the  coufnty  of 
Warwick  [Stafford],  Esquire.  And  it  further  de- 
clared and  commanded,  that  all  the  said  pieces  of 
Two  Pence,  &c.  &c.  should,  pass  and  be  received  as 
ctRvetIt  and  lawful  Money  of  the  Kingdotn,  ptKyvided 
tlmt  no  person' should  be  obliged  to- takenaore  of 
such  Two  Penny  and  One  Penny  pieces,  in  any  one 
payment,  than  should  be  of  the  value  of  one  ShiV 
ling;  or  in  like  manner  to  take  more  of  suebHalfV 
penny  and  Farthing  Pieces  than  should  be  of  the 
value  of  six  Pence*. 

c  Proclamation. 

The  following  card  was  given  to  those  who  were  permitted  to 
see  Mr.  Boulton*s  Mint.  On  which  it  must  be  observed^  that  the 
intrinsic  merit  of  the  machine  needM  not  a  puff  5  and  that  aU  the 
boasted  improvements  of  the  Coin  are  to  be  found  upon  the  pat- 
terns of  jQueen  Anne's  Money :  except^  perhaps^  their  complete 
circularity.  See  the  Explanation  of  Plate  IV.  Supplement^  Part 
II.NM. 

''SohoMint. 

"  This  Mint«  invented  and  executed  by  Mr.  Boulton^  is  per^ 
fectly  new  in  its  principles  5  and  is  more  accurate  in  its  per- 
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As  the  Proclamation  did  not  fix  the  weight  at 
which  the  Halfpence  and  Farthings  were  to  be 
coined^  though  it  specified  that  of  the  Two  Penny 
and  Penny  Pieces,  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  the 
smaller  pieces  were  to  bear  a  proportion  to  the 
larger.  But,  when  the  Coins  were  issued,  that  waft 
not  found  to  be  so,  for  the  inferior  Coins  were  by 
no  means  the  half  and  quarter  of  the  Penny  ^  This 
occasioned  a  report  that  they  were  short  of  weight, 
and  that  Government  intended  to  call  them  in. 
This  report  checked  the  circulation  of  them  for 
some  little  time;  but  the  prejudice  against  the  Coins 
was  removed  by  paragraphs  in  the  publick  newspa- 

formahce^  and  more  poweiful  in  its  effect^  than  any  Mint  in 
Europe. 

''  The  Coin  produced  by  it  differs  from  all  Money  coined  by 
any  other  means,  in  the  following  particulars  : 

'*  It  is  perfectly  circular,  and  all  the  pieces  of  .the  same  dena-' 
l^ination  are  of  equkl  diameter,  by  which  means  it  is  subject  to 
a  double  trial,  viz,  both  of  measure  and  weight ;  but  Guineas 
and  Louis  d*or*s  are  only  properly  examinable  by  their  weight, 
none  of  them  being  perfectly  circular,  so  that  a  steel  guage  is 
aot  correctly  applicable  to  them  3  but  to  Mr.  Boulion*s  Money  it 
is  applicable. 

*'  The  concavity  of  the  new  Halfpence  and  Farthings  protects 
the  devices,  and  makes  it  difficult  to  the  false  coiner  to  imitate 
by  dies,  for  want  of  a  sufficiently  nice  apparatus  to  execute  the 
Money  in  that  form ;  and  the  indented  milled  edges  will  prevent 
imitation,  by  the  common  mode  of  casting  in  sand-moulds. 

"  The  surface  of  this  Money  is  clearer  and  smoother  than  that 
of  any  Copper  Money  ever  put  into  circulation  3  though  not  so 
perfect  as  Gold  or  Silver  Coin  may  be  made. 

''  The  superiority  and  difficulty  of  the  workmanship,  and  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  Money,  will  prove  great  hindrances  to  coua« 
terfeiting  5  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  full  supply  of  this  Money,  equal 
to  the  publick  demand,  will  in  a  short  time  put  all  the  false  Cop- 
per Money  out  of  circulation." 

^  The  Twopenny  Pieces,  if  any  were  coined^  were  not  issued. 
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pers,  in  iSoo,  which,  though  not  declared  to  be  by 
authority  of  Government,  had  yet  the  appearance  of 
having  been  sanctioned  by  it.  They  stated,  that^ 
owing  to  an  unexpected  rise  of  Copper,  the  Privy 
Council  had  thought  proper  to  allow  Mr.  Boulton 
to  coin  36  Halfpenny  Pieces  to  the  Pound,  instead 
of  32,  and  that  consequently  they  were  not  half  the 
weight  of  the  Penny  Pieces,  but  being  sanctioned  6y 
the  King^s  Proclamation^  they  were  of  equal  cur^ 
rency  to  any  other  Coin  in  the  Kingdom  ?. 

The  necessity  which  occasioned  this  unprece^ 
dented  measure  clearly  evinced  the  impolicy  of  con- 
ducting the  Coinage  upon  such  principles  as  made 
it  impossible  to  continue  it,  whenever  the  metal,  of 
which  the  Coins  were  formed,  experienced  an  altera- 
tion of  its  value  in  the  market. 

On  the  5th  of  December  Mr.  NichoUs  moved^ 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a  Comnxittee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Gold  Coinage,  but  wa« 
opposed  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  the  motion  was 
negatived  ^. 

l8oi.  Upon  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  it  was  declared,  by  Proclamation  on  the 
first  day  of  January  1801,  that  from  thenceforth  his 
Majesty's  royal  stile  and  title  should  be  georgius 

TERTIUS,     PEI     GRATIA     BRITANNIARUM     REX     FIDEt 

defensor;  and  that  the  arms  of  the  United 
Kingdom  should  be,  quarterly,  first  and  fourth, 
England,  second,  Scotland,  third,  Ireland ;  and  on 
an  escutcheon  of  pretence  the  arms  of  his  Majesty's 
Dominions  in  Germany,  ensigned  with  the  electoral 

ff  See  the  St.  James's  Chronicle^  January  25^-^28^  1800.    A 
specimen  of  this  Coinage  is  engraven  in  Supplement,  Part  II. 
h  Gent.  Mag.  1801,  p.  S34. 
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bonnet ;  and  that  such  should  be  used  thenceforth, 
as  far  as  conveniently  might  be,  on  all  occasions 
wherein  the  royal  stile  and  titles,  arms,  &c.  ought 
to  be  used.  But  it  was  provided,  that  all  the  Coins 
which  had  been  struck  before  the  said  first  day  of 
January,  and  all  the  Coins  which  should  be  struck 
after  that  day,  and  which  had  been,  or  should  be, 
declared  to  be  current  and  lawful  Money  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  without  tbe  alteration  of  the 
royal  arms  specified  above,  should  continue  to  be 
lawful  and  current  Money,  until  his  Majesty^s  royal 
pleasure  should  be  further  declared  thereupon  *. 

1803.  By  a  Statute  which  was  made  in  this  year, 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  were  authorized  to  grant 
licenses  for  the  exportation  of  Silver  Bullion,  with- 
out any  oath,  certificate,  or  other  document  whatso- 
ever, which  the  Statutes  of  tire  6th  and  7th  Wil- 
liam III.  chap.  17,  ^  5>  &c.  and  of  the  7th  and  8th 
William  III.  chap.  I9,  §  6,  required  K 

By  another  Statute,  the  counterfeiting  any  foreign 
Copper  Money,  or  the  making  of  any  other  Coin  of 
any  metal  or  mixed  metals  of  less  valu^  than  the 
Silver  Coin  of  any  foreign  Prince,  &c.  with  the 
intent  to  resemble  such  foreign  Coin,  or  to  pass  as 
such,  was  made  a  misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by 
imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding  one  year, 
and  for  the  second  ofience  by  transportation  for 
seven  years. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  if  any  perion 
should  have,  without  lawful  excuse,  more  tbanr  five 
pieces  of  such  counterfeit  Money  in  his  or  her  pos- 

i  ProelamatioB.    Thus  the  title  of  Kin^  of  Franiae^  and  the 
Arms  of  that  Kiogifein^  Wj^re  sU^oUyLjabsimtpnedj 
1^  Statute  43  G.  III.  chap.  49. 
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session,  the  said  pieces  should  be  forfeited,  and  the 
ofiender  should  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
Shillings,  noV  less  than  ten  Shillings  for  every  such 
piece  of  Coin ;  and  in  case  such  penalty  should  not 
be  paid,  then  the  offender  to  be  committed  to  the 
common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  there  to  be 
kept  to  hard  labour  for  the  space  of  three  calendar 
months,  or  until  such  penalty  should  be  paid. 

The  usual  power,  to  search  the  houses  of  suspected 
persons,  and  to  seize  counterfeit  Coin,  or  tools  or 
implements  for  making  it,  was  given  by  the  Act^ 

1804.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  stamp  impressed  upon  the  Dollars 
had  been  frequently  counterfeited,  and  therefore  a 
new  Order  was  issued  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Mint,  directing  them  to  prepare  the 
necessary  means  for  stamping  in  an  octagon  form 
the  head  then  used  for  impressing  the  Silver  Penny, 
without  the  inscription.  This  was  accordingly  done; 
and  counterfeits  of  it/appeared  in  a  very  short  time 
after  the  Dollars,  so  marked,  were  issued.  Another 
expedient  was  then  adopted,  and  on  the  12th  of 
May  following  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank 
gave  notice,  by  publick  advertisement,  that,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council^  they 
bad  caused  Dollars  to  be  stamped  at  Mr.  BouIton*s 
manufactory,  with  his  Majesty's  head,  and  an  in- 
scription,   GEORGIUS   III.    DEt    GRATIA    REX,    OU   the 

Obverse ;  and  Britannia  with  the  words  five  shil- 
lings  DOLLAR,   BANK  OF   ENGLAND,    1 804  °^,   On  the 

# 

1  Statute  43  G.  III.  chap.  139,  §  3.  &c. 

^  In  this  year  \^ere  issued  1^^11,484  of  these  Dollars^  amount-^ 
ing  to  S(H,S7lL  [Account  delivered  by  the  Bank^  on  June  13  > 
1816.] 
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Reverse^  which  they  proposed  to  utter  instead  of 
the  Dollar  which  had  been  lately  stamped  at  his 
Majesty's  Mint  at  the  Tower,  the  latter  of  which  it 
was  expedient  to  withdraw  from  circulation ;  and 
that  those  Dollars  which  were  stamped  in  the  Mint, 
since  the  first  day  of  January  l803»  ^^^  vfere  then 
in  circulation,  would  not  be  current,  nor  be  received 
at  the  Bank  at  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  each,  after 
the  second  day  of  June  next  following ;  and  that 
from  and  after  the  20th  instant,  until  the  said  se-* 
cond  day  of  June  inclusive,  they  might  be  ex-« 
changed  for  Dollars  with  the  new  stamp,  or  for 
Bank  Notes,  after  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  for  each 
Dollar;  but  to  avoid  confusion  from  a  crowd  of 
persons  applying  at  the  same  time,  the  Court  found 
it  necessary  to  give  notice,  that  smaller  sums  than 
eight  Dollars  would  not  be  exchanged  °. 

On  the  l6th  of  the  same  month,  another  notice 
was  given,  that  the  Dollars  stamped  at  Mr.  Boul« 
ton's  manufactory,  which  the  Bank  of  England  was 
about  to  issue  for  five  Shillings  each,  would  be.  re- 
ceived in  payment  again  at  the  Bank,  at  the  same 
rate,  provided  they  were  not  de&ced  nor  mutilated, 
nor  in  any  way  rendered  lighter,  except  from  the 
operation  of  common  wear  ®. 

These  Tokens  were  issued  upon  the  21st  of  tba 
same  month,  but  great  difficulty  occurred  in  the 
exchange  of  them  for  those  stamped  in  the  Tower, 
The  Clerks  appeared  to  possess  no  certain  criterion 
by  which  to  distinguish  the*  true  ones  from  the 
counterfeits,  for,  in  many  instances,  those  which 
were  rejected   by   one  were   received   by  another. 

n  Advertisement  in  the  St.  Jaines*8  Chronicle.    Bee  aSpecimen 
of  these  Tokens  in  Supplement,  Part  IJ.  o  Id.  ibid. 
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This  oocasionad  much  discontent,  from  the  lo83| 
which  it  brought  upon  many  persons  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  poverty,  were  but  little  able  to  bear  it, 

A  very  few  days  elapsed  before  the  new  Dollars 
Wfare  counterfeited,  iq  sufficient  number  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  public  newspapers  p  ;  and  this  not- 
withstanding they  were  protected  by  the  impression 
of  that  powerful  machine,  which,  according  to  the 
exaggerated  expression  of  a  poetical  writer,  ^'  must 
totally  prevent  clandestine  imitation.*"  ^ 

|o  the  beginning  of  the  same  year  the  Silver  Coin- 
age of  Ireland  was  reduced  to  a  most  wretched  state» 
The  best  description  of  Coins  was  Silver,  but  very 
light,  so  that  21  Shillings  were  not  intrinsically 
worth  more  than  nine  Shillings.  The  next  de- 
scription was  a  mixture  of  base  metal,  of  which 
21  Shillings  were  not  really  worth  more  than  five. 
The  last  sort  was  still  worse  than  those ;  and  it  was 
said  that  they  who  knew  how  to  apply  to  the 
Biakers  of  it,  might  get  at  least  thirty  Shillings  of  it 
for  a  Guinea.  Crowns  and  Half^Crowns  seemed  to 
have  totally  disappeared  for  13  or  18  months  ;  and 
Sixpences  of  any  sort  were  very  scarce,  as  it  was  not 
worth  the  while  of  people  to  make  them. 

When  the  Coinage  was  brought  thus  low,  it  \v^$ 
refused  at  some  of  the,  public  offices,  which  occa- 
sioned much  disturbance,  and  the  Lord  Mayor,  and 
the  Superintendant  Magistrate,  waited  on  Sir  Evan 
Nepean,  to  communicate  with  him  respecting  the 
same,  when  they  received  from  him  the  foltowiQg 
note  for  communication  to  the  publick :    '*  That 

P  See  the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  June  ^-^,  1804. 
%  Botanick  Garden>  voli  11,  ppge  89,  note. 
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there  was  no  present  intention  of  ordering  the 
coptinuance  of  the  receipt  of  the  best  Silver  at  tlmt 
time  in  circulation,  at  the  public  offices  as  usual.** 

On  the  receipt  of  that  note  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Board  of  Aldermen  recommended  it  to  their  fellow* 
Citizens  to  take  in  payment  the  best  of  the  Silver 
Coin  then  in  circulation,  as  they  had  done. 

The  Copper  Coinage  of  Ireland  was  in  an  infi- 
nitely better  state,  as  compared  with  the  Copper 
Coinage  of  England,  than  the  Silver  Currency,  when 
compared  with  that  of  England.  The  greater  part 
of  it,  however,  was  not  Mint  Coin,  but  what  vw« 
called  CammacX  being  Halfpence  made  by  a  person 
of  that  name,  a  proprietor  of  Copper  Mines,  with  a 
device  upon  it,  not  the  King's  face. 

It  was  scarce  in  Dublin,  on  account  of  the  small 
number  of  Sixpences  in  circulation,  and  was  taken, 
"as  far  as  two  or  three  shillings  worth,  in  preference 
to  Silver '. 

In  the  South  of  Ii^eland  the  Silver  currency  was 
almost  entirely  suppressed,  and  its  place  supplied  by 
Silver  Notes,  which  were  issued  by  Bankers,  and 
some  particular  traders,  payable  in  general  to  bearer, 
after  twenty-one  days,  and  for  small  sums,  as  low 
as  three  Shillings  nine  Pence  Halfpenny,  and  six 
Shillings.  At  the  same  time  premiums  were  given 
for  Gold,  as  high  as  two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  for 
h  Guinea,  and  bills  were  drawn  payable  in  Gold*. 
'  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  the  Coinage  mea- 
sures were  taken  for  an  issue  of  Dollars  by  the  Bank 

* 

r  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Ireland,  as  to  its  circulating  paper> 
its  specie,  &c.  April  10,  1^04,  pag^  77. 

»  Id.  page  89  and  page  88. 
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of  Ireland  to  a  considerable  amount^  at  the  price  o^ 
six  ShiHings  Irish  per  Dollar.  They  contained  the 
same  quantity  of  Silver  as  those  which  were  lately 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  England,  at  five  Shillings 
B^itisfh,  and  differed  little  in  appearance,  except  in 
having  the  name  and  device  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland^ 
in  the  place  of  those  of  the  Bank  of  England  *. 

On  the  10th  of  July  an  Act  was  passed  to  enable 
bis  Majesty  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  erecting  a  Mint  in  the  domi- 
nions of  the  King  of  Denmark '». 

At  the  same  time  another  Act  was  made,  the  pre- 
amble of  which  stated,  that  whereas  theGovernor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  had,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  publick,  lately  caused  to  be  coined  or 
stamped,  and  circulated,  a  large  quantity  of  Silver 
Dollars,  [viz.  those  described  above  in  their  adver- 
tisement of  the  12th  of  May]  and  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  were  preparing, 
and  did  intend  to  issue,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
publick,  in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
Ireland,  a  quantity  of  Silver  Coin,  denominated 
Tokens,  containing  on  the  Obverse  the  same  impres- 
sion, &c.  as  the  said  Dollars,  and  on  the  Reverse  the 
figure  of  Hibernia,  and  the  following  words  and 

figures,  BANK  OF  IREIsAND  TOKEN  I8O49  SIX  SHIL- 
LINGS*; and  whereas  for  the  security  of  the  publick 
it  was  expedient  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
said  respective  Coins ;  it  was  therefore  enacted^  that 

•  Report  of  the  Committee,  ordered  to  be  priuted  June  13, 
1804>  page  21 .  A  more  accurate  description  of  the  type  of  tbefte 
DoUara  is  given  in  the  next  page. 

u  Statute  44  G.  III.  ch^p.  70. 

X  See  specimen  of  these  Tokens,  Supplement^  Part  II. 
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the  making,  eoining,  or  counterfeiting  diem  shomid 
be  felony^  and  that  the  offender  should  be  trans- 
ported for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Also  all  persons  who  should  bring  into  tb^ 
United  Kingdoi^  any  such  counterfeit  Dollars  or 
Tokens^  should^  on  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  the  same  crime^  and  be  punished  in  the  same 
manner. 

And  all  persons  who  should  utter,  or  tender  in 
payment,  any  such  counterfeit  Dollars^  &c.  know- 
ing them  to  be  so,  should  on  conviction  suSev  six 
months  imprisonment  for  the  first  ofience,  for  the 
second  offence  two  years  imprisonment,  and  for  the 
third  should  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  be 
transported  for  fourteen  years. 

And  it  was  further  enacted^  that  if  any  person 
should  have  in  his  or  her  custody,  without  lawful 
excuse  (the  proof  whereof  should  lie  upon  the  party 
accused)  any  greater  number  than  five  of  such  false 
Dollars  or  Tokens,  the  same  should  be  forfeited,  and 
destroyed,  and  the  offender  should  pay  any  sum  of 
Money  not  exceeding  five  Pounds,  nor  less  than 
forty  Shillings,  for  every  such  counterfeit  Dollar  dr 
Token,  and  on  failure  of  payment  should  be  com-^ 
Cnitted  to  prison,  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
space  of  three  calendar  months,  or  until  the  penalty 
iliould  be  paid. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  it  should  be  law^ 
fulfor  any  one  justice  of  the  peace,  on  complaint 
made  before  him  on  the  oath  of  one  credible  wit- 
ness, to  search  the  premises  of  suspected  persons, 
and  to  seize  counterfeit  Coins,,  and  tools  and  imple- 
ments for  making  them.^ 
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No  action  to  be  commenced  against  any  person 
for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  until 
fourteen  days  notice  thereof  should  be  first  given  in 
writing  to  the  person  against  whom  the  same  was 
intended  to  be  brought ;  and  if  sufficient  satisfac- 
tion, or  tender  of  amends,  should  be  made  to  the 
party  aggrieved,  then  such  action  not  to  be  com- 
menced. And  it  was  provided  that  every  such  ac- 
tion should  be  brought  within  three  calendar  months 
after  the  fact  committed,  and  not  afterwards  3^. 

It  should  seem  that  this  Statute  had  but  little  in-* 
fluence  upon  the  counterfeiters  of  the  Dollars,  for 
the  following  statement  appeared  early  in  the  next 
months  in  the  publick  newspapers^  It  was  inserted 
in  the  form  of  an  article  of  news,  but  bears  so  strong 
a  resemblance  to  an  official  document  from  the  Soho 
Mint,  that  I  shall  consider  it  as  such,  for  it  is  clearly 
an  advertisement  for  the  sale  of  Mr.  Boulton's  steel 
gauges. 

^' Birmingham^  Aug.  6.  A  great  number  of 
counterfeit  Dollars  having  found  their  way  into 
qirculation,  it  may  be  necessary  to  caution  the  pub- 
lick  against  taking  them,  and  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ference between  the  counterfeit  and  the  good  Dollar. 
The  Spanish  Dollars  entrusted  to  Mr.  Boulton  to 
re-coin  amounted  to  two  millions ;  these  were  of 
different  sizes  in  their  original  state,  some  of  them  a ' 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter  larger  than  the  others. 
In  re-coining  these,  ]VIr.  Boulton  judged  it  expe** 
dient  to  have  them  struck  in  a  steel  collar;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  all  the  pieces  in  that  coin  were 
perfectly  round  when  re-coined,  and  precisely  of  the 

y  Statute  44  G.  III.  chap,  71. 
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same  diameter.  Previous  to  this  process,  the  Spa- 
nish Dollars,  though  of  various  sizes,  ,were  nearly 
of  a  weight;  those  of  a  larger  diameter  were  of 
course  thinner  than  the  small  diameter.  From  the 
great  difference  in  their  size,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary, to  assort  them  into  three  classes,  called  the 
first,  second,  and  third  class,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tinguishing the  true  Dollar  from  the  bad.  Mr. 
BouHon  then  directed  a  gauge  plate  to  be  made, 
which  plate  exactly  fits  either  of  the  numbers  1,  2, 
or  3,  and  by  which  the  false  Dollar  may  very  easily 
be  detected. 

"There  are  two  ways  of  measuring,  namely,  either 
horizontally  or  vertically.  The  plate  measures  the 
circumference,  the  thickness,  and  the  diameter.  The 
publick  may  very  easily  detect  the  false  and  coun- 
terfeit Dollars,  of  which  there  are  two  sorts,  by  at- 
tending to  the  weight  of  them.  A  good  Dollar  re- 
coined  by  Mr.  Boulton  weighs,  averaging  one  with 
another,  4l6  grains,  and  the  thickest  of  the  false 
Dollars  weighs  only  375  grains,  the  thinnest  not 
more  than  3 10  grains.  The  average,  therefore,  is 
41  grains  in  the  thickest  counterfeit  less  than  the 
good  Dollar,  and  in  the  thinnest  106  grains  less. 
This  is  a  sure  criterion,  by  which  the  publick  may 
easily  discover  the  difference  between  the  bad  and 
the  good.  It  is  the  intention  of  Mr.  Boulton  to 
make  a  sufficient  number  of  the  gauges  alluded 
to  for  sale;  they  are  not  yet  compleated;  when 
they  are,  the  publick  will  be  in  possession  of  two 
modes  of  trial,  by  which  they  may  infallibly  secure  - 
themselves  from  imposition.  It  is  necessary,  also  to 
observe,  that  the  edges  of  the  true  Dollars  are  per* 
fectly  fiat^  while  those  of  the  false  ones  are  not  so. 
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bat  have  a  sort  of  rim  down  the  middle^  which  may 
be  plainly  distinguished  by  a  glass.*" '  i 

The  circulation  of  base  Silver  Money  in  Ireland 
being  much  checked  by  the  issuing  of  the  Bank 
Tokens,  the  makers  of  it  immediately  conveyed  it 
to  England,  where,  on  account  of  the  pressing  neces- 
sity for  small  change,  it  was  freely  received.  At  the 
latter  end  of  this  year,  however,  the  quantity  was  so 
much  increased,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  cau- 
tion the  publick  against  it;  and  accordingly  a  circu^ 
lar  letter  was  sent,  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Of- 
fice, to  the  several  Lords  Lieutenants  of  Counties, 
in  which  it  was  represented  that  much  mischief  was 
likely  to  arise  from  the  frauds  committed  by  issuing 
of  counterfeit  Silver  Coins,  chiefly  brought  from 
Ireland,  and  frequently  stamped,  the  better  to  de- 
ceive the  publick ;  and  from  an  erroneous  opinion 
having  prevailed,  that  because  it  was  once  current 
in  Ireland  (though  since  suppressed  there)  it  was, 
not  unlawful  to  circulate  it  in  England. 

Their  Lordships  were  therefore  requested  to  re^ 
comn^end  it  to  the  Magistrates,  in  their  several 
counties,  to  give  notice  to  the  publick,  that  the 
circulation  of  such  Coins,  knov^ing  them  to  be 
counterfeit,  was  an  dflfence  against  the  Laws,  parti- 
cularly the  Act  of  the  15th  of  George  II.  chapter 
the  28th ;  and  to  advise  traders  and  others  to  secure 
the  persons  who  should  tender  such  Money,  and 
also  the  counterfeit  Money  tendered,  so  as  to  iden- 

*  St.  James's  Chronicle.  In  this  statement  the  impossibility 
of  coabterfeiting  Withany  machine  of  less  power  than  Mr.  Boot- 
ton's  \9  tacEUtl^  given  «^  $»  and  his  lukt^tabl^  Coitis  aMreompelldl 
to jeticQ foras^feCyif  iJ^ pro^^ipB  oi^ficX^ P^liaai^i.^^fH 
ported  by  scales  and  weights^ .  m^  st^l  ^g;fS| ,  ,^ .  , ,  t    , . 
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tify  it.  And  the  Magistrates  were  authorized  td 
give  notice^  at  the  same  time,  that  (in  case  the  feet 
could  be  sufficiently  proved)  the  offenders  would  be 
prosecuted  by  the  Solicitor  of  his  Majesty's  Mint> 
at  the  publick  expense,  and  that  a  reasonable  com** 
pensation  would  be  made  for  the  loss  of  time  and 
trouble  of  the  witnesses  in  such  prosecution. 

And  it  was  further  represented,  that  in  case  of 
any  quantity  of  counterfeit  Coin  being  found  in  the 
possession  of  any  person,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
seize  it,  and  to  make  immediate  communication 
thel-eof  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Mint  (who  had  ex- 
press orders  to  attend  to  such  communication ;) 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  commit  the  person  for 
further  examination  K 

A  publick  notice,  to  the  above  effect,  was  given 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  lipon  the  8th  day  of  December 
to  which  was  added  the  following  nota  bene :  '^The 
above  counterfeit  Coin  is  not  only  very  light,  but 
base  in  quality,  and  will  be  readily  known  from 
the  thinness  of  both  Shillings  and  Sixpences,  and 
their  being  marked  with  a  number  of  letters  and 
figures.'*** 

1805.  The  want  of  small  change  continued  to 
be  so  distressing  in  Ireland,  that  the  Governor  aqd 
Company  of  the  Bank  there  were  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  some  steps  to  mitigate  the  evil.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  of  May  1 805  (as  appears  from 
a  Statute  then  made),  they  were  preparing,  and  did 
intend  to  issue,  for  the  convenience  of  the  publick 
iti  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  quantity  of 

a  Loird  Hawkesbury*s  Letter.     St.  James's  Chronicle, 
b  Notice  by  the  Lord  Mayor  pablished  at  the  Mansion  Houfllei 
and  in  various  parts  of  London < 


OjBORGE  III.  95 

Silver  Pieces  deilominated  Tokens,  of  the  common 
standard  of  Spanish  Pillar  Dollars^  containing  on 
the  Obverse  an  impression  of  his  Majesty's  head* 
with  the  following  inscription^  georgius  hi.  dbi 
GRATIA.;  and  on  the  Reverse,  bank  token  fIvb 
f>£NC£  [or  TEN  pence]  IRISH  1805.  Each  sncli 
Token  for  five  Pence  containing  in  weight  one  thir- 
teenth part  of  the  common  weight  of  a  Spanish, Pil- 
lar Dollar^  and  each  such  Token  for  ten  Pence  two 
«uch  thirteenth  parts. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  these 
Tokens,  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  which  was 
made  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  pre- 
venting the  counterfeiting  of  certain  Silver  Coins 
issued  by  the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland  respec^ 
tively,  were  extended  fully  and  effectually  to  the 
abovementioned  small  Tokens ;  and  to  promote  the 
circulation  of  them,  it  was  further  enacted,  that  such 
Tokens  jof  five  Pence  and  ten  Pence,  as  should  b^ 
issued  during  the  continuance  of  the  restriction  on 
payments  in  cash  by  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,  should  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  publick  Revenue  there  ^. 

From  a  sudden  rise  in  the  price  of  Copper,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Penny  and  Two-penny  Pieces 
disappeared,  because  they  were  worth,  when  melted 
down,  nearly  one  third  more  than  their  value  as 
Coins. 

1806.  On  the  7  th  of  May  a  new  Coinage  of 
Penny  Pieces,  Halfpenny  Pieces,  and  Farthings, 
was  made  current,  upon  the  same  terms  as  those 
issued  in  1799. 

c  Statute  45  G.  IIi;  chap.  42. 
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difadatid  flftjr  toii8,^  in  *the  \)reportioti  of^twen^i  tmfk 
i&nthe  ^uijtf  of  Cepper  sroirdupoii;  of  the  Hiiil 
pctfny  Pids^/ four  bondrtd  and  twenty^s^eR  txxki 
Mdiaif  tlttify  at  foftv-^ight  te  the  pound ;  and  of  the 
Fattbings,  tWisnlywtwo  tonr and  an  half,  in  the  pro** 
|xrticm  of  ninety -tftix. to  the  pouvri^.  i 
b^These ^Pieces  w0F6*^f  the- same  fcNrm  and  type^adL 
lfaose«w4}ich  wepei issued  in  the  year  1799^  but,  as:  it 
^jpears  above^/  weFQ  of  nnfeFior  weight ;  which  ctr^ 
fiimstancey  tbodgh  it  was  ^  completely  justiBed-by 
tile  prioe  of  C6J>pef  at  that  time;^  was  yeta  violaiMn 
D6«ae  ^f.tthe  most  important  principlesof  Coinage, 
add  dhewed,  a  second  tiaiey  in  the  ^tisoii^sst  lighlir 
^e  impoliey  of  tbe^plaoiiupon  which  the.  ibim^b 
IQainages  of  Copper^  were 'Conducted*,  i  m;  7.  t  m^um.^ 
vuAbofUfe  this  tint^  th^  military. dfipactn^^^t  Hit ^i)0[ 
^6wer  had  enaroaohed.  so  much  upo^nr^l^iiie  buildif^A 
lienetofore  Appropriated  ;to  the  Coinage  pf  Moneys 
tWtr  it  became  labst^lutely  nece^ary^  to  Mfea^  <|u  »f^^ 
Mint..  Acqordingly  that  part  of  Littl^iTow^r  J^i^lj^ 
^l^ch, was joeeju pied  by  the  buildii^s  usually.  caUed| 
the  Government  Tobacco  Wi^eb^^^es,  was  chosea 
fori  that  puijpose.  The  tfirst  grant  of  Mpjf^y  pa  ^^^ 
a6(i9!U9,tiopp<fars  in  the  Appropriatipn  Act  which  ,vvj||» 
ff^e^  rOB.the  2Qd  jof  July  iSoijf,  .W^eq.  ^J,C(ff^^ 
l!^.^|S4.hWere  chafged  for  the  pviroba^^.pf  prpqiise^ 
for  the  new  Mint.  By  other  subsequent  grants  in 
the  <Miitie  Act,  and  in  sueoeediog  yaun^  as  Iqit.  ddw^i 
Itif  fiS'lO,  various  sums'  were  appropriated  for'the.es^ 
pense  of  the  building,  and  Boulton's  machinety,  t6' 
the  amount  or  i^.26l,97y-'l7*.*^  ^  ' 

e  Seethe  different  Appropriation  Acts.    An  elevation  and  plan 
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I0  thm  year,  oar  the  soth  of  Jane^  ibe  baniied 
IVmndft  worth  of  Copper  Coins  were  ordered  for  tha 
Bahamas  s.  They  were  struck  in  Mv.  Boiilton!)i 
Mint  at  Soho,  and  were  intended  to  supply  the  Nc* 
groes  with  small  Money ;  but  they  refused  to  taka 
them,  and  the  project  came  to  nothing  K  ^ 

1808.  At  the  commencement  of  this  year  several 
iU^l  combinations  and  confederaciefs  were  entered 
into  by  evil-disposed  persons  to  prevent  the  circn-^ 
tion  of  the  legal  current  Copper  Money  of  the 
Realm,  coined  at  his  Majesty's  Mint,  which,  hf 
such  confederates,  were  called  old  Halfpence.  Aa 
these  confederacies  tended  to  the  grievous  oppresaion 
of  his  Majesty's  industrious  subjects,  and  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  publick  peace,  a  Caution  was 
issued  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  all  persons' not  to  refiise 
in  payment  such  legal  Copper  Monies,  under  any 
piet^ce  whatsoever,  as  they  would  thereby  hk 
deemed  parties  to  such  ill^iil  Combinations  and 
confederacies;  the  promoters,  aiders,  and  abettors 
thereof  (it  was  thus  publickly  declared)  would  be 
forthwith  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  rigour  pro^ 
vided  by  the  law  for  such  offences '.  - 

The  Govel-nor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land having  found  it  expedient  to  continue  the  issue 
of  Tokens  for  five  Pence  and  ten  Pence,  and  to  add 
to  them  others  of  the  value  of  thirty  Pence  Irish, 

of  the  Mint  ornament  this  work>  by  the  kindness  of  Bob«rt 
Smirke^  jun,  Eeq.  to  whom  the  completion  of  the  buiMing  wstt 
intrusted.    The  entrances  only  were  designed  by  him.  ^ 

S  Register  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 

h  From  the  information  of  George  Chalmers^  £04^ 

i  Caution  hy  tlie  Lord  Mayor,  Jaaaarir  99^  I80d, 

VOL,  IV*  H 
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with  the  same  impression  as  the  first  Tokens  iMlied 
hy  them  for  s(ix  Shillings  each,  but  with  the  fol- 
!ow:hig  inscription,  bank  token  xxx  pence  Irish, 
the  said  Tokens  were  made  current  by  Statute, 
under  the  same  conditions  as  were  contained  in  the 
Act  of  the  45th  of  the  King,  chapter  42.  But  it 
tras  further  enacted,  that  the  Act  now  made  might 
be  altered  or  repealed  in  the  present  Session  of 
Pafi*hjiment  K 

1809/  A  Motion  Was  made  in  fhe  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  for  an 
Equalization  of  the  Currency  between  Great  Britain 
sind  Ireland. 

But  though  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure 
seemed  to  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  yet  it  m^ 
thought  impossible  to  carry  it  into  effect  so  long 
as  the  Banks  of  the  two  Kingdoms  were  restricted 
from  paying  in  cash.  The  Motion  was  accordingij 
negatived  without  a  division  ^ 

On  the  12th  of  May,  a  Silver  Coinage  of  Tokens^ 
to  the  amount  of  «^.  10,000,  was  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  for  the 
Colonies  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo «". 

1810.  April  16.  It  was  agreed  by  the  same 
Committee  that  twenty-five  tons  of  Copper  should 
be  executed  for  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Island  .^% 
They  were  accordingly  struck  in  the  Mint^. 

On  the  glti  of  June  in  this  year  an  Act  was 
passed  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  authorize  the  ex* 

k  Statute  48  G.  III.  chap.  31. 

1  April  18th.     St.  James's  Chronicle. 

m  Register  as  above. 

n  ReglBterof  that  Board, 

o  See  the  Plates,  Suppl.  Part  II. 
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parti^tion  of  the  machinery  necessaiy  for  erecting 
a  Mint  in  the  Brazils  p. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  same  Session  the .  higli 
price  of  Gold  Bullion  attracted  the  notice  of  Parli»r 
ment)  and  a  Committer  was  appointed  to  inquire 
juito  the  cause  of  it,  and  to, take  into  consideratiaip 
the  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  and.  of  the  Exr 
changes  between  Great  Britain  and  foreign  patt^.     : 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  Committef 
printed  their  Report,  in  which  they  considered  the 
high  price  of  Gold  Bullion  to  have  been  ocpasi<¥ied 
by  the  depreciation  of  the  Coins^  and  that  depreci^t 
tion  to  have  arisen  chiefly  from  the  increased  issufSf 
<)f  ,Bank  of  England  Paper,  subsequent  to  the  xe- 
^trictioa  of  paying  in  cash  in  the  year  1797. 

,  The  nature  of  my  work  does  not  require  that  .1 
should  enter  into  a  full  examination  of  this  Report: 
(w^hich  indeed  was  entirely  put  aside  by  a  determi-* 
nation  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  following 
year) ;  but  thus  much  I  must  observe,  that  the 
Committee  omitted  to  state  what  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  chief  cause  of  depreciation  (for  doubtless 
many  subordinate  ones  exist),  namely,  the  legal 
regulations  of  the  Mint^  which  confines  the  Bullion, 
after  it  has  been  coined  into  Money,  to  a  certain 
value,  but  whioh  have  no  power  upon  marketab^ 
Bullion,  and  therefore  leave  it  to  find  its  price  acr 
cording  to  the  quantity  and  the  demand,  as  many 
other  commpclities  are  permitted  to  do,  without  ex- 
citing the  interference  of  Parliament. 

As  the  Gold  Coin  is  thus  fixed  at  three  Pounds 
seventeen  Shillings  and  ten  Pence  Halfpenny  the; 

P  Statute  50  G.  III.  chap.  63. 
H  2 
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tmttbfe;>  it  is 'rather  matter  of  wbiidef,  that  the  Cftiii- 
mittee  should  be  surprized  at  the  otince  in  Coin  iSot 
'bein^  etju^l  tb  ah  butice  in  Bullion,  when  that  hap- 
pen^ to  be  worth  four  Poutids  and  upwards ;  arid 
that  they  should  corifceite  such  inequality  in  valuefo 
ifee  occasioned  by  a  Superabundance  of  Paper,  wHen 
they  might  have  sieen,  that  if  the  C6in  were  freed 
from  the  restraints  of  the  Mint  regulations,  it  would 
inst&htaiieously  becohie  of  the  same  value  with  stand- 
ard Bullion. 

The  Committee  assumed,  that  the  Gold  Coin  is 
"the  measure  of  value,  and  on  this  assumptioti 
founded  the  most  essential  points  of  the  Report. 
Bat  a  measure  implies  something  ftxed  atid  un- 
changeable, which  the  material  of  Coins  can  never 
"be,  so  long  as  it  is  an  object  of  traflfick.  The  trufJ^ 
is,  that  the  Pound  sterling  is  our  actual  measure  ^in 
this  Kingdom,  and  that  the  Coin  is  only  an  ini^tru- 
znent  by  which  that  measure  is  applied.  So  lotlg  as 
it  remains,  or  is  supposed  to  remain,  precisely  eqtial 
to  its  prototype,  so  long  only  is  it  an  accurate  sub- 
stitute for  it.  Whenever  it  exceeds,  or  falls  belo#, 
the  value  of  the  Pound  sterling,  it  equally  becbni^ 
an  incorrect  resemblance  of  it.  Thus  twelve  indi^ 
are  a  certain  determinate  and  unalterable  spac^, 
which  may  be  represented  by  a  foot-rule, .  TbW 
instrument,  however,  being  made  of  materials  which 
are  liable  to  extension  and  contraction,  will  not  be 
at  all  times  equal  to  its  original,  and  consequently 
must  be  sometimes  an  inaccurate  measure.  These 
variations  are  too  small  to  render  it  insufficient  for 
common  purposes;  but  could  lliey  be  supposed 
equal  to  those  which  Bullion  is  liable  to,  could  they 
amount  to  at  least  one  inch^  either  in  extension  or 


/ 


9 

ijf^i^fjliiqp^^then  th,e  fopt- ruje;  inwt,  like  the  Gmif^ 
l)j9  perfectly, useless  a3  a  measure.  .i»  i 

,,  l8ll.     Feb.  15-    The  exportation,  of  ^he  Coins 
^as  tak^n  into  consideration,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mpnPj  and  Returns  were  ordered  toi  be.  madei  off  the 
,Qo?intitv  o^  Bulliop  or  Coin  w^ich  hwl  been <  seized 
in  the  year  enc^ng  on  the'^r^t  Qf  Fehruawy,       .  »irit 
«  ..  March  11.     It, appears  frpnfi  tl^p  JJeUirn,'  which 
jivs^s  made  upon  the  1 1th  pf  B^?wjb(,  ;t|bftjt  tjbf©  Quan- 
tity of  Foreign  Gold  BulHon  seized  was  340 1  o«. 
1%  dwts.     Of  Foreign, Gold  Coin,  377  03.  1  dwt. 
jOf  Foreign  Silver,   2%  oz.  and  129  pieces  *ij     Of 
JBritish  Gold  Coin,  ^.1 0,^27,  ^^.  6d. ;  and  of?Sil- 
wr,  t^-dO.  lo**-  OiL  '     These  quantities,  it  is  toifcfe 
^pi:qsumed,   be^r  .but,  a.sfpaU  prqportioa  to  tbcte 
wbiph  wf  re  suspected  to  he  clandestinely  carried  o«ft 
^f  the  kingdom;   otherwise,  tbej^^ifto  60*  seem  to 
foi^  a  just  foundations  fqr  any  sei^K>us  aiarai.  -    f.i 
^     March  18.     Pn.  the  18th  of  the  same  month  ra 
;^ptice  w^^  issped:  from   the   Bank   of   England, 
.i^tipg  that  the  price  of  Silver  had  risen  so  much 
^>nce  the  first  issue  of  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  at  5^. 
jiffdh  *9  as  to  vidike  them  worth  more  to  be  sold  is 
JBinllion  than  the  price  at  whioh  they  were  currents 
It.^was  therefore  deemed  expedient,  at  the  recoiHi' 
^epdation    of   the  Right  Honourable  /  i^he   Loi^ 
Committee  of  IVivy  Council  for  Coin^t  in  onder-to 
prevent    their,  being   withdrawn  from  circulation^ 
that  an  additional   value,  nearly  proportionate  to 
4hat.at  which  they  were  first  issued,  in  relation  to 

q  These,  as  1  conjecture,  were  seized  because  they  had  not 
bden  properly  entered;  .        '  :  -3 

,  F;.liiel)Qrt  from  the  Custom  Hoiife^' Hated  Mai-qh  il,  1811.-^ 
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their^  intrinsic  value^  should  be  ai^signed  to  them. 
They  therefore  gave  notice  that  their  Cashiers^  See. 
would  receive  all  such  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  at  the 
rate  of  5*.  6d,  eadi,  and  pay  and  issue  all  such  tfS 
should  be  paid  or  issued  hereafter  by  them  at  thfe 
same  rate,  until  a  publick  Notice  of  not  less  than 
six  months  should  be  given  to  th6  contrary*. 

The  traffick  in  the  sale  of  Guineas,  which  was 
practised,  in  some  small  degree,  duritag  the  last 
year,  now  began  to  extend  itself  in  an  alarming 
manner;  and  several  persons  were  prosecuted  fcir 
that  which  was  supppsed  to  be  an  offence  against 
the  Statute  5  and  6  Edward  VI.  cap.  19,  which 
forbade  the  giving  for  coined  Money  more  than  the 
current  value  as  declared  by  the  King's  Proclama- 
tion ;  but  upon  solemn  argument,  before  the  Judges'^ 
ofi  the  cases  of  De  Yongie  and  Wright,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  exchanging  Guineas  at  an  higher 
price  than  their  current  value,  for  Notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  was  not  an  offence  against  that 
Statute  which  required  an  exchange  of  Coin  for 
Coin  ". 

June  19.  About  this  time  the  exportation  of 
Dollars  from  Trinidad  occasioned  such  a  scarcity  of 
current  Silver  Specie,  that  to  prevent  the  further 
carrying  out  of  these  Coin^,  a  Proclamation,  bear- 
ing date  the  19th  of  June,  was  issued  by  the  Gover- 
nor to  permit  the  circulation  of  a  certain  number  of 
cut  Dollars,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  25,000.    A 

t  Advertisement  in  the  Gazette. 

"  Report  of  the  Cases  of  Wright  and  De  Yonge,  by  John  King^ 
Esq.  London.  1811,  8vo.  The  above  determination  occasioned 
the  passing  of  a  Statute,  relative  to  the  subject,  m  the  month  of 
July  following. 
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pi^ce  of  Silver  of  the  value  of  one  ShilUpg  to  be^cut 
from  the  centre  of  each  piece,  and  the  Dollar  so  cut 
then  to  continue  to  pass  and  be  received  at  the  ifate 
CNT  value  of  nine  JShillingsi,  and  the  piece  cut  out  to 
pass  current  at  one  Shilling. 

A  proper  person  was  appointed  by  the  Proclama*- 
tion  to  cut  the  same^  at  the  expense  of  the  Colony'^. 

June  26.  An  Act  was  passed  to  prevent  the  coun7 
tesfeiting  of  Silver  pieces  denominated  Tokens,  ia-r 
tended  to  be  issued  and  circulated^  by  the  Governor 
aod  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  r^ 
spective  sums  of  5^.  6d.j  3^.,  and  1^.  6d. ;  and  tn 
prevent  the  bringing  into  the  Kingdom  or  uttering 
my  such  counterfeit  Pieces  or  Tokens. 

It  b^an  with  stating  that  the  Governor  and  Com* 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  approbation 
of  his  Majesty's  most  Honourable  Privy  Council^ 
were  preparing  to  make  and  stamp,^  an^  iptended  to 
issue  and  circulate,  for  the  convenience  of  the  pub- 
lick^  a  quantity  of  Silver  pieces,  denominated  To-, 
kens,    for  the  respective  sums    abov9-p[>entioned ; 
such  Tokens  for  the  sum  of  5^.  6d.  being  intended 
to  contain  on  the  Obverse  side  thereof  an  impression 
of  his  Majesty's  head,  and  the  following  words  an^ 
letters,  viz.  georgius  hi.  dei  gratia  R£X.,  and  on 
the  Reverse  bank  token,  5s.  6d.  with  the  addition 
of  the  year  in  which  the  same  should  be  made  and 
stamped  y. 

^  Proclamation  by  his  Excellency  W.  Moore,  Mayor-General^ 
Governor  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad.  [St.  James's  Chronicle,  Sept. 
12—14,  1811.] 

^  The  Tokens  for  3s.  and  U.  6d.  were  not  put  into  circolaiion 
until  the  9th  of  July. 

y  The  pieces  of  3s.  and  Is,  6d.  differ  from  the  aboive  soldy  in 
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^  '  TWb  temkiliing  provisions  of  this  Act  •art^'ftie 
same  as  those  of  the  44th  Geo.  III.  cap.  yi.  whidi 
was  made^tb  prevent  the  counterfeiting'  the  D6llars 
issued  by  the  Bdnk  in  l804". 
•     "The  determination  of  the  Judges  iri  the  cases  of 
Dte  Yonge  and' Wright  having  set  aside'  the  Statute 
S*attd  6  Edw;VI./so  far  as  Rank  Notes  were  ion- 
cerned,  it  became  necessary  that  some  certain  prbvi- 
sfon  should  be  n!i'adfe  to  itop  that  traSick  in  Coins^ 
'  Vhich  threatened  their  total  destruction,  and  to  pre- 
vent Bank  Nbtes  from*  being  received  or  paid  for 
any  sii^atier  sUn^  than  that  specified  thereon. 
*c  Jutie.  Thik  meagre  was  urged  forward  by  a  letter 
which  Lord  King/about  this  time,  addressed  to'bis 
^%<Shanti  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  pVobably  else- 
where,* in'  which  he  says  —  ^  in  consequence  of  the 
ilfcte  great  'depHdciation  of  Paper  Money,  I  can  no 
*ldnger  consent  to  receive  ariy  Bank^'otes  at  their 
tt<!>minal  value  in  payment  or  satisfaction  of  an  old 
^iltract.**    *tle  therefor^' requires  payment  in  Giai- 
tieas  ;  or  iri  Portugal  Gdld  Coin,  equal  in  weight  to 
the  number <>fGuinteaS  due;'  or  in  Bank  Notes  with 
afci  addition  of  ^.I4V  IS*.  Sd.  per  cent.^  such  being 
^  Ih^  difference  in  the  market  price  of  Gold,  when  the 


tbe  Talue  uf^n  tbe  ReverBe/.and  in  the  portrait  of  the  King. 

They  wei^e  first  issued  upon  the  9th  of  July  in  this  ye^^r.     The 

standard  of  their  weight  and  fineness  was  thus  stated  in  a  Mint 

Account  delivered  to  the  House  of  Commons^  dated  March  22^ 

1813. 

weight  pure  SilTcr.  Alloy. 

dwt.     gr.  dwt.     gr.  decim.  -dwt.  gr.  decim.  < 

S$,  9     11 8     10    408 1       0     592 

.  .u:6d.    4     iri f^      ^    ^04 0     12     296 

[Parliamentary 
^  Stat.  5lG.m.C8p.  liO. 
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iaigre^eaU  were  mad^  in  iSoj;'  sind  jthie  pnrket 
price  ii\  1811*. ;  .      .  .  ..         ,    ..    s. 

^,.(Bf  ;thift  iiy,u4wpM3^  ine?^$ure,pf  tfee  Nqljle  l^x^^ 
Goverament  was  reduced  to.  th?  fpllQ^vipg  dilemi^^r- 
.either  to  .strike^  jimfqedi^tely  a  sufiipieocy  of,  pold 
Qojnss  Pr  tO(  pj;otep,t  frgun  arrmt  tb^se;  whp  wefe  f^i- 
;^ble  to  proQurMjtfin^fisJor.th^.  pajijneuio^  dcmwds 
mpon  theoi.       ...,,..  .ito 

Tbe  latter  was  determinedi  upon,;  apd  tbu^  t^e 

4;qppQrtunity  pf  establushiqgj  fair)y,  a  Cpjnage  of  (^f^ 

,at  such  a  weight  as  would  probably  ha^i^e  .fec|ip:e4f^e 

Guineas,  ip.  future  from  tb;^«  meltingTppt,  was.lpst^^ 

,,  Jttly  9.     On  this  day  tjie  Bs^ak. Tokens, for;  3^. 

.  ^d  U.  6d.  wre  put  into  circulation.^»         I    n.ly/ 

.July.  .  Qu  the  ^4th  ^f  this  mppth  ^nActm^ 
,pfis6ed  tP  .ni^ke  more  effectual  provision  for  pr^y<f|i^t« 
ing  the  current/Gold. (Join  of  the  Realm  from  b«^g 
p^d  or  aiccopt^d  for  a  greater  yalue  than  the  ^uri^e^lit 
value  of  such  Coin;  for  preventing  any  Note.oi^.S^ll 
pf  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Pank  of  J^j^g- 
land  from  being  received  for  any  smaile;r  sum/jkb^n 
the  sum  thereifn  speciSed ;  and^for  staying  procQ#d- 
logs  upon  any  distress  by. tender  of  siich.Notqs»  ,Sy 
ihis  Statute  it.  was  enacted  ^hat  the  cuirept .  Q^d 
Coin  should  not  be  received  or  paid  for  more  than 
the  true  lawful  value^  either  in  lawfnl  Money*,'  04^4a 
any  Note  or  Notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  ith^n 

&  Lord  King*a  Speech  on  the  second  reading  of  Earl  St$an* 
hope's  Bill  respecting  Guineas  and  Bank  Notes> .  London^  8vo, 
1811,  p.  7. 

b  I  call  it  injudicious^  because  his  Lordship  ought  to  have 
foreaeen  the  effect  of  the  measure^  and  that  it  would  neoeissarity 
compel  the  Government  to  make  Bank  Notes  approach  still 
more  nearly  than  before  to  a  legal  tender^    .  ^    *j  ^- 
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any  Silver  Token  or  Tokens  issued  by  the  said  B&trk; 
or  by  any  or  all  of  the  said  means  wholly  or  partly, 
or  by  any  other  means,  device,  shift,  or  contrivance 
vHiatsoever,  on  pain  that  the  offender  therein  should 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  It 
was  further  enacted,  under  the  same  penalty,  that 
Notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  should  not,  by  any 
means,  &c.  &c.  be  received  or  paid  for  less  than  the 
amount  of  lawful  Money  expressed  therein,  except 
otily  lawful  discount  on  such  as  should  not  be  pay- 
able on  demand. 

All  proceedings  by  distress,  &c.  were  by  this  Sta- 
tute stayed,  provided  full  payment  should  be  ten- 
dered in  Notes  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

•  Offences  against  this  Act  in  Scotland,  to  be  pu- 
nished by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  by  one  or  the 
otlier,  as  the  Judge  or  Judges  before  whom  the  o^ 
lender  should  be  tried  atid  convicted,  should  direct. 

The  Act  not  to  extend  to  Ireland. 

To  continue  in  force  until  the  25th  day  of  March 
1812,  and  no  longer  «. 

August.  As  the  Bank  Tokens  which  were  issued 
Stid  not  afford  a  sufficient  supply,  the  want  of  Silver 
Imt  change  began  to  be  severely  felt  in  many  parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  occasioned  the  circulation  of 
private  Tokens,  to  supply  the  place  of  Sixpences  and 
ShrUings^. 

Sept.  18.  The  Tokens  of  ^s,  and  1*.  6d.  of  the 
second  type  were  issued  by  the  Bank.  And,  ac- 
cording to  the  publick  papers,  counterfeits  of  those 
for  three   Shillings  appeared   within   less   tha'n    a 

c  Slat.  51  G.  III.  cap.  127. 

<^  As  at  Bri^to}^  Southatppton^  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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week  after  the  genuine  ones  were  put  into  circuk- 

IfOtl^ 

1812.  January.  That  which  ought  to  have  b^en 
foreseen,  a«^  the  probable  consequence  of  permitting 
light  private  Tokens  to  circulate  with  those  issued 
fpom  the  Bank,  now  began  to  force  itself  into  no>- 
tiee.  The  heavier  Tokens  were  melted  down,  and 
stamped  into  those  of  less  weight  ^ 

Mays.  An  Act  was  passed  to  continue,  until  three 
motitbs  after  the  commenjcement  of  the  next  Session 
of  Parliament,  and  amend,  an  Act  of  the  5 1  st  of  the 
Ring,  C)iapter  127,  respecting  the  Gold  Coins,  and 
Notes  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

By  this  Act  the  provisions  of  the  former  Statute 
were  extended  to  Ireland ;  and  the  Notes  of  the  Bank 
there^  with  respect  to  offences,  &ic.  in  that  kingdom, 
were  placed  upon  the  same  footing  a«  those  of  the 
Bank  of  England  s. 

July  20.  The  Act  of  the  lOth  of  July,  l804i 
Chapter  71,  so  iar  as  it  related  to  the  Dollars  issued 
by  the  Bank  of  England,  was  now  renewed  from  the 
1st  of  August  next  ensuing,  with  the  addition  of  the 

e  St.  James's  Chronicle,   Sept.  26"— 28,  1811. 

*  Id.  Jan.  9— 11,  1812. 

C  Stat.  52  G.  III.  cap.   50.    Whilst  this  Act  was  passing* 

tlirough  the  House,  the  following  Epigram  appeared  in  the  pub-^ 

lick  papers : 

Bank  Notes  and  Guineas. 

Bank  Notes,  it  is  said,  once  Guineas  defied 

To  swim  to  a  point  in  traders  foaming  tide ; 

But  ere  they  could  reach  the  opposite  brink. 

Bank  Notes  cried  to  Gold,  help  us,  cash  ib,  we  sink. 

That  Paper  should  sink,  and  Guineas  should  swim. 

May  appear  to  some  folks  a  ridiculous  whim ; 

But,  before  they  condemn,  let  them  hear  this  suggestion. 

In  pun-making,  gravity  *s  out  of  the  question. 
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Token»  for  3^.  and  1^.  6d.  and  en  increase  of -.the 
punishment  for  counterfeiting,  to  fourteen  ywirs 
ti[ansportation. 

For  the  first  offence  in  putting  off  the  counterfeiHi^ 
.or  having  Jn  possession  one  or  more  auch  coujater- 
feits,  or  any  piece  or  pieces  of  counterfeit  moni^ 
,^batsoev/^r,  besides  what  should  have  been  uttered 
.^«.the  offender^  on  conviction,  to  suffer  one  yeaf'« 
ypprison^ie^t,  and  to  find  sureties  for  good  beha^ 
^o^ribr  two  year^  QiQire  ;  and  on  the  second  4^00-* 
^9tion^  to  be  giiilty  of  felony,  and  transport^  for 
4bujteen  yeai^. 

And  it  w^s  further  enacted^  that  if  any  person,  being 
9Ut  of  pri^n,  should  from  and  after  the  said  Ist 
^d^y  of  August  commit  any  of  the  aforesaid  ofi€nee99 
%pd  should  afterwards  discover  two  or  more  persorfs 
^pdk)  should,  after  the  aforesaid  1  st  of  August,  have 
€9inn)itted  any  of  the  said  offences,  so  that  two  or 
iapre  persons  should  be^thereof  convicted,  then  such 
4iscoiverer  should  not  be  subject  or  liable  to  prosecu-r 
jtipn  for  any  of  the  said  offences  i>y  him  previously 
€(>mmitted\  And  whereas  divers  frauds  had  been 
practised  by  making  and  publishing  papers  with  cer- 
tain words  and  characters  so  nearly  resembling  the 
$f  otes  and  Bills  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
^tlk  of  England,  as  to  appear  to  ignorant  and  un^ 
wary  persons  to  be  such  Notes  or  Bills  i,  it  was 
tihepefore  enacted,  that  if  any  person  should,  after 

t  In  this  part  of  the  Act  the  clauses  in  the  former  Statute^  of 
1804,  for  the  apprehension  of  suspected  persons,  and  for  the 
limitations  of  actions,  are  omitted. 

^ «-;?  cJPIiese  were  technically  termed  Flash  Notes,  an^  were  sup- 
posed to  be  manufactured  chiefly  in  the  Fleet  Prison.  They  were 
for  one  or  two  Fe»ce. 
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the -said  Ist  day  of  August,  engrave,  &c.  any  plate, 
tuc.  the  impression  taken  from  which  should  resemr 
bie,  or  be  apparently  intended  to  resemble,  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  any  of  the  Notes  or  Bills  of  the  said  Go* 
vemor  and  Company,  commonly  called  Bank  Notes 
^tid  B{lnk  PostBills,  orshould  contain  any  word,  num- 
ber, figure,  or  character  in  white  upon  a  bl&ck,  sable 
or  dark  ground,  without  an  authority  in  writing  for 
that  purpose  from  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
to  be  produced  and  proved  by  the  party  accused,  or 
should  (without  such  authority)  use  any  such  plat^, 
&c.  or  any  other  instrument  or  device  for  the  making 
or  printing  upon  any  paper,  or  any  other  material, 
any  word,  &c.  &c.  which  should  be  ^apparently  in- 
tended to  resemble  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said 
Notes,  &c.  or  any  word,  &c.  in  white  on  a  black,  &c. 
ground ;  or  should  knowingly  and  wilfully  utteHf*, 
&c.  any  paper,  &c.  containing  any  such  word,  &c. 
or  knowingly  or  wittingly  have  in  his  custody  sucll 
without  lawful  excuse,  the  proof  of  which  to  lie 
upon  the  person  accused,  then,  upon  being  convicted 
thereof  according  to  law,  he  should  be  adjudged  a 
felon,  and  be  transported  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years.  • 

Provided  that  nothing  in  the  Act  should  apply  to 
any  paper,  &c.  (other  than  papers,  &c.  resembling 
such  Notes,  &c.  as  aforesaid)  containing  an  impress, 
sion  from  any  plates,  &c.  with  white  letters  upon 
black,  &c.  which  should  previous  to  the  passing  of 
the  Act  have  been  ifa  the  custody  of  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever.  ^ 

July  29.  The  melting  down  the  Tokens  issued  by 

k  Stat  52  G.  in.  c.  138. 


no 
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the  Banks  of  Engiiftid  and  Ireland^  in  c^der  to  ftinyi 
private  Tokens  of  less  intrinsick  value  either  in  wejglit 
or  fineness,  made  it  necessary  to  stop  entirely  the  cic- 
4^lation  of  those  which  were  not  current  under  the 
authority  of  Government.  A  Statute  was,  therefoi^, 
passed  upon  the  29th  of  July,  to  forbid,  from  and 
after  the  pacing  of  the  Act,  the  further  making  and 
•issuing  of  any  Tokens  of  Gold  or  Silver,  or  of  mixed 
metaWin  part  of  Gold  or  Silver,  under  the  penalty 
-of  forfeiting  for  every  such  Token  so  made  or  issued^ 
any  sum  not  less  than  five  Pounds,  or  more  than 
twenty,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Justice  or  Justicfiss 
of  the  Peace  who  should  hear  and  determine  tlie 
ofifence.    . 

And  it  was  further  enacted  that  after  the  25th  day 
of  March  18 13,  no  Tokens  whatsoever,  excepting 
t)K>8e  issued  and  circulated  by  the  Governor  and 
Company-  of  the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland 
respectively,  should  be  current  under  the  penalty 
above  mentioned  K 

This  Clause^  which  fixed  the  time  beyond  which 
the  private  Tokens  were  not  to  be  circulated,  seems 
to  have  created  a  general  alarm  of  inconvenience 
from  a  want  of  Silver  Coins  when  that  period  should 
arrive. 

Sept.  19.  More  than  100  of  the  inhabitants  and 
tradesmen  of  Reading  returned  thanks  to  J.  B. 
Monck,  Esq.  for  the  convenience  afforded  to  them 
by  the  ^sue  of  his  Silver  Tokens,  and.expressed  their 
surprize  that  an  Act  should  have  been  passed  pro.- 
hibiting  the  circulation  of  Gold  and  Silver  Tokens 

1  Stat.  52  G.  III.  c.  157.  The  Copper  Tokens  were  not  men- 
tioned in  thisAct^  and  consequently  their  circulation  was  not 
forbidden. 
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after  the  tfSth  of  March  next,  without  any  provision 

for  the  future  supply  of  Silver,  either  from  the  JMin^ 

or  from  the  Bank  of  England  "*. 

Previously,  however,  to  the  date  of  these  thank^ 

an  issue  of  Bank  Tokens  for  3s.  and  Is.  6d.  of  a  new 

type,  had  been  made;   it  took  place  upon  the  iSth 

M^  this  month. 

Nov.  14.     A  Silver  Coinage  was  ordered  for  Ceyh 

Ion,  and  authority  given  that  it  might  be  executed 
M*  the  Island^. 

Dec.  22.  The  sale  of  Gold  Coins,  for  more  than 
their  current  value,  still  (!tontinuing,  it  was  found 
expedient  to  continue  the  Act  of  the  5  2d  year  of  the 

King,  Chapter  50,  until  the  25th  day  of  March 
i8h  ^ 

1813.  March  13.  At  the  beginning  df  this 
year  it  became  necessary  to  extend  the  circulation  of 
private  Tokens  (which  was  to  cease  upon  the  2&th 
of  this  month)  to  the  5th  day  of  July  next  foUowingP. 
On  the  25th  of  this  month  a  new  Coinage  of  Gui-? 
rieas,  Half-Guineas,  and  Seven-Shilling  Pieces  began 
to  be  issued.  The  first  two  pieces  were  of  the  same 
type  as  the  Half-Guinea  which  is  engraven  in  Supp. 
Part  n.  Plate  HI.  N°  13,  except  the  date.  No  al- 
teration was  made  in  the  former  type  of  the  Seven* 
Shillings  Pieces.  • 

^  July  10.  A  Statute  of  this  date  extended  the 
provisions  of  an  Act  [45  G.  HI.  c.  42]  %  for  prevents 
ing  the  counterfeiting  of  certain  Silver  Tokens,  to 
certain  other  Tokens  which  have  been  or  may  be 

"tt  Morning  Chronicle^  Sept.  24. 
^  Register  ef  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 
,    o  JStat  5d  Gi  lU*  c.  5.  .    P  Id.  c.  19. 

^  See  the  Annals  under  that  year. 
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issued  by  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Blink  ci 
Ireland.  These  Tokens  are  thus  described  in  the 
Preamble.  Silver  Pieces  of  the  common  standard  of 
Spanish  Pillar  Dollars  for  thirty  Pence  Irish  cur- 
,rency  each,  containing  on  the  Obverse  side  thereof 
an  impression  of  his  Majesty's  head,  and  the  folloiv- 
ing  words  or  figures,  georgius  hi  dei  gratia  rsx 
1813,  and  on  the  Reverse  bank  token  xxx  pence 
IRISH ;  and  also  Tokens  for  ten  Pence,  and  five 
Pence,  Irish  currency,  each,  containing  on  the  Ob^ 
verse  his  Majesty*s  head,  with  georgius  hi.  i>ei 
GRATIA  REX,  and  on  the  Reverse  side  respectively, 
within  a  Wreath  of  Shamrock  Leaves,  bank  token 

16  pence,  or  5  PENCF,  IRISH.  l8l3^ 

At  the  same  time  another  Statute  again  extended 
the  time  for  the  circulation  of  private  Tokens  to  the 
space  of  six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament ;  and,  in  order  to  remove 
doubts  which  had  arisen,  it  enacted,  that  the  issuers 
of  local  Tokens  should  be  liable  in  Law,  upon  d^- 
mand  made  of  the  value  denoted  upoii  such  Tokens, 
to  pay  the  same.  This  provision  not  to  extend  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  any  Promissory  Note,  not 
being  a  Token  composed  of  Gold  or  Silver,  or  of 
mixed  Metal  composed  partly  of  Gold  or  Silver^  not 
at  that  time  issuable  by  Law^. 

July  13.  The  Act  of  the  5  2d  of  the  King,  Chap- 
ter 138,  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  imitation 
of  the  Notes  or  Bills  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  having  been,  through  ig- 
norance of  its  provisions,  violated  by  many  persons, 

'  Stat.  53  G.  III.  c.  106. 

s  Stat.  53  G.  IIL  c.  114.    The  margin  states  tli%  Notes  which 
were  not  issuable  by  Law  to  be  those  under  tti^ 
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carrying  on  the  business  of  Bankers^  who  had  made^ 
&c.  &c*  Promissory  Notes  cbnta^iing  white  letteip 
or  jfigures  on  a  black,  &c.  ground^  it  became  exp<|- 
dient  to  grant  tl^em  a  reasonable  tija^e  to  otll  in  suc^ 
Notes,  and  to  issue  others  in  lieu  thereof.  It  was 
therefore  enacted*  that,  from/an^  after  the  passing 
•of  the  present  Act,  until  the  first  day  of  November 
l8l6y,  no  person  should  be  liable  to  prosepution,  \>y 
yi?tue  of  the  said  recited  Act,  for  any  s^ph  Note  the 
di|te  whereof  should  not  be  later  than  the  first  day 
of  November  l8l3^  .  . : 

July  2V.  The  Coins  which  usually  circulated  in 
^e  East  Indies  hadnot,  as  itj^ppears,  ra9eived  any 
sanction'  from  Government,  up^ij  an  Act  which  wajS 
passed  at  this  time  declared  it  to  be  expedient  for 
the  protection  of  property  and  trade  in  th^  East  la^ 
dies,  that,  Sec.  &c. ;  and  also  that  further  provisibn^ 
should  be  made  for  the  punishment  jof  the  criipes  of, 
&c.  &c.,  and  of  counterfeiting  th^  Qurrent  Coin,  and 
uttering  such  counterfeit  Coin,  -in  the  E^st  Indies; 
it  thenpfore  enacted,  that  if  any  person  within  thc 
local  liipits  of  the  Criminal  Jurisdiction  of  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Courts  at  Fort  William,  jFort  Saint 
<3eoi?ge,  Bopibay,  or  Prince  of  Wales's  Jskmd,  or  if 
any  persqp,  p^rspqajly  subject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  said  Courts,  at  any  place  in  the  East  Indies,  ojt 
any  place  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  jth^ 
Streights  of  Magellan,  where  the  United  Companj^ 
Qf  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies 
diould  hjave  a  Settlement,  Factory,  or  other  Estab* 
lishm^t,  shpuld  cpuriterfeit,  or  procure  to  be  coun-^ 
terfeited,  or  willingly  act  or  assist  in  counterfeiting, 

*5*  -1 J  l«  f^^A  St^t.  53  G.  HI.  c.  139. 
VOL.  IV.        >tw  -?  *  I  ' 
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ray  of  tbfs  Gold  or  Silver  Coins  of  any  of  the  British 
GoverniDents  in  India,  or  any  Gold  or  Silver  Coin 
usually  current  and  received  as  Money  in  payments 
in  any  part  of  tlie  British  Possessions  in  the  East 
Indies,  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  the  Court 
before  .which  any  such  person  should  be  convicted 
of  any  such  offence  by  due  course  of  Law,  to  order 
wd  ac^udge  that  such  person  should  be  transported 
to  such  place  beyond  the  Seas,  and  for  such  term  of 
years,  as  the  said  Court  should  direct.  The  punish- 
ment for  uttering  such  counterfeit  Coin,  knowing  it 
to  be  such,  to  be,  upon  conviction,  for  the  first  of- 
fence, six  months  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour 
during  that  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  and 
surety  to  be  given  for  good  behaviour  foir  six  months 
more,  to  be  computed  from  the  end  of  the  first  six. 
For  the  second  ofience,  two  years  imprisonment, 
with  hard  labour  as  before,  and  surety  to  be  given 
for  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  terra  of  im- 
prisonment. For  the  third  offence,  transportation 
for  life.  A  Certificate,  under  the  hand  of  the  pro* 
per  Officer  of  the  Court,  to  be  a  sufficient  proof  of 
the  former  conviction.  •  ' 

On  conviction  (upon  the  oath  of  one  or  more 
credible  witness  or  witnesses,  before  one  of  his  Ma-^ 
jesty*s  Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  if  there  should  be 
no  Justice  of  the  Peace  duly  qualified  to  act  in  the 
place  where  such  offi^nce  should  be  committed,  be- 
fore one  of  the  Judges  of  his  Majesty's  Court  there) 
of  having  in  possession  more  th8(n  five  pieces  of 
such  counterfeit  Coin,  without  lawful  excuse,  the 
proof  of  which  to  lie  upon  the  party  accused,'  the 
whole  of  such  counterfeit  pieces  to  be  forfeited,  and 
to  be  cut  to  pieces  and  destroyed,  and  the  offender 
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to  p^y  for  every  such  piece  not  more  than  40  nor 
less  than  90  Sicca  Rupees,  in  the  currency  of  the 
place  where  such  offence  should  be  committed;  on^ 
moiety  of  which  to  go  to  the  informer  or  informers^ 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  Presidency, 
Settlement,  or  Place  where  such  offence  should  be 
committed.  And  in  case  such  penalty  should  not  be 
forthwith  paid,  the  offender  to  be  committed  to  the 
Common  Gaol  or  House  of  Correction,  there  to  be 
kept  to  hard  labour  for  the  space  of  three  calendar 
months,  or  until  such  penalty  should  be  paid  "• 

«  Stat.  53  G.  HI.  c.  155.  §  116,  117,  118,  119.  The  earliest 
Coins  for  the  use  of  the  East  India  Company  were  either  struck 
by  our  Monarchs,  or  coined  by  their  authority.  Of  the  former 
kind  were  the  Portcullis  Pieces  of  Elizabeth  in  1600-1  *. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  J  I.  the  Company  began,  by  authority 
from  the  Crown,  to  strike  Silver  Coins  for  the  use  of  their  Fac* 
tory  at  Bombay.  They  were  Fanams  and  Rupees,  all  of  which 
bore  either  the  name,  or  some  reference  to  the  Sovereign  f. 

Other  Rupees  were  coined  in  the  year  1687  i,  and  during  the 
re%n  of  George  II.( 

The  first  account  which  appears  upon  the  Company*s  Records, 
pf  the  regular  establishment  of  a  Mint  at  Bombay»  is  about  the 
year  1738.  There  are  now  other  Mints  subordinate  to  it,  at  Su- 
nt, fiaroda,  and  Broach. 

The  Mint  at  Madras  is  first  noticed  in  17*^3,  When  the  standard 
fineness  of  the  Rupee  in  that  Presidency  was  settled. 

In  June  1766  the  Calcutta  Mint  occuib.  Benares  and  Ferru- 
kabad  are  at  this  time  subordinate  to  ic. 

The  Mints  at  Moorshedabad  and  Dacca  were  abolished  in  1793. 

In  the  Mints  enumerated  above.  Coins  of  Gold  {^nd  Silver, 
with  Indian  inscriptions,  are  struck  according  to  the  standards 
established  by  the  Company. 


*  See  vol.  m,  p.  BO.  f  Id.  p*  32». 

t  In  the  Cabinet  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Martini  who  has  permitted  it  to  be 
engraven  for  ibis  work.    See  Suppl.  part.  II. 
.    §  See  Supptemeutal  Plates,  Part  II.'  ^ 
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August  2.  On.  this  day  ^. 1 000  worth  of  Copper 
I^ieces  was  ordered  for  Demerara  and  E^sequibo*. 

Nov.  26.  By  an  Act  of  this  date,  the  circulation 
of  Local  Tokens  was  again  extended  to  six  weeks 
fiom  the  comaiencement  of  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament  y. 

The  state  of  the  Copper  Coinage  at  this  time  oc- 
casioned a  conversation  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer  and  Mn 
Greufell,  which  was  the  cause  of  considerable  alarm 

m 

amongst  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  who  suspected 
that  the  old  Tower  Halfpennies  and  Farthings  would 

At  different  times  very  considerable  Copper  Coinages  have  been 
executed  by  the  Company  in  England,  partly  at  his  Majesty's 
Mint,  but  prineipaUy  at  Soho  under  the  superintendance  of  Mr. 
Boulton.  Specimens  of  these  are  engraven  in  the  Supplement, 
Vbti  JI. 

Copper  Money  has  also  been  struck  in  the  Company's  Mints  i^ 
India. 

The  following  Table  will  shew  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the 
Company's  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  which  arenoiw  current  in  India. 

Gold_.  Silver. 

gross  wt.  Fiae  Silver.  i^oss  wt.  Fine  SiNer. 

troy  gr.  troy  gr.  troy  gr.  troy  gr. 

Calcutta. .  190.894 189.403 179.667 175.925. 

Madras  . .   45.818 42        180 165. 

Bombay. .  179 164.T4 179. 164.74. 

Benares   175 168.875. 

Farrukabad 17S 165.32. 

It  is  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  equalize 
the  Rupee  in  all  the  Presidencies.  Some  progress  has  already 
been  made  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  intention,  the  Silver 
Rupee  being  struck  at  180  grains  gross  weight,  and  165  grains 
fine  Silver,  which  is  understood  to  be  the  standard  for  general 
circulation. 

This  design  is  well  worthy  of  the  Company,  and  proves  that  it 
entertains  enlightened  notions  of  the  true  principles  of  Coinage. 

X  Register  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade.      • 

y  Stat.  54  G.  III.  c.  4. 
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be*  called  in  ftnd  exchanged  at  a  rate  below  their  legal 
currency.  .  ' 

In  consequence  of  this  misapprehension  the  oW 
Copper  Coins  were  almost  geiwraily  refused  to  be 
taken.  A  declaration,  however,  by  the  Chanceltor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  plaee  upon  the  37th  of 
December,  that  those  Coins  were  a  lawful  tender,  in 
those  payments  which  could  be  ^made  in  Copper 
currency,  and  that  they  would  consequently  be  re- 
'ceived  by  Government  at  their  legal  current  price, 
as  soon  as  a^Coinage  of  superior  value  could  be  pre- 
pared *,  checked  the  alarm,  but  had  not  the  power 
to  remove  it  entirely.  The  unwillingness  to  receive 
those  Coins  continued,  ip  some  d^ree,  until  they 
were  takenout  of  circulation  in  the  year  1 817. 

1814.  May  4.  The  continued  practice  of  feelHttg 
the  Gold  Coins  made  it  necessary  to  revive  the  Sti- 
tute  52  G.  III.  c.  50,  and  to  continue  it  during^ the 
continuance  of  any  Act  imposing  any  restriction  on 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
with  respect  to  payments  in  cash  *. 

Dec.  i.  A  Coinage,  pf  one  hundred  thousand  Rix 
Dollars  in  Silver,  and  two  hundred  thousand  Rix 
Dollars  worth  of  Copper,  in  pieces  of  various  deno- 
minations, was  ordered  for  Ceylon!*. 

1815.  August  16.  An  Indenture  was  made  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  Right  Honourable  William 
Wellesley  Pole,  who  was  appointed  Master  of  the 
Mint  on  the  30th  of  September  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  Pieces  to  be  coined,  and  their  Standard,  to 

^  St.  Jamefe's  Chronicle.         a  Stat.  64  G;  HL  c.,52. 
b  Renter  of  Comiuittee  of.PriYy  Council  for  Tradt.  •  . 
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be  the  same  as  those  contained  in  the  Indenture 
with  the  Honourable  C.  S.  Cadogan,  bearing  date 
on  the  28th  of  November  1770 ;  but  instead  of  the 
allowances  to  the  Master,  a  fixed  salary  of  ^.300a 
per  annum  to  be  paid  to  him. 

The  Prices  to  be  allowed  for  the  Coinage  of  every 
Pound  weight  Troy  of  Gold  and  Silver  Monies  are 
the  same  as  those  in  the  Indenture  with  Cadogan ; 
but  those  prices  to  be  received  by  a  person  appointed 
by  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty*s  Treasury ; 
and  the  Master  to  make  agreement  with  the  Mo- 
neyers  for  their  labour,  &c.  as  he  can  agree  with 
them  from  time  to  time,  provided  that  the  prices 
should  be  approved  of  by  the  aforesaid  Commissi- 
oners, and  should  not  exceed  those  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Indenture  with  Cadogan.  Instead  of  the 
Fees  which  in  that  Indenture  were  allowed  to  the 
Forger  of  the  Dies^  the  following  allowances  to  the 
Melter  appear  in  the  following  Schedule. 

A  Schedule  of  the  highest  Prices  to  be  allowed  to 
the  Melter  for  every  Pound  Weight  Troy  of  Gold 
a^d  Silver  Monies  melted  by  him. 

Gold. 

Five  Guinea  Pieces,  per  lb.     -    -     0     0     8|- 
Double  Guineas  ------00     84. 

Guineas     --------ooio 

Half  Guineas 001 1^ 

Seven  Shilling  Pieces     -    -    -    -     0     13 

Quarter  Guineas  ------015^ 

Silver. 
Crowns,  per  lb.  ------    0    0    2^ 

Hjdf  Crowns 0    0    24 
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Shillings    --------003 

Half  Shillings      ------    0    0    3f 

Groats  -------^-004 

Half  Sixpences    ------    004|- 

Half  Groats     -------005 

Pennies      --,---.--006* 
All  payments  which  hetretofore  were  made  by  the* 
Warden  to  be  discharged  in  future  by  the  Master. 

The  Indenture  likewise  established  a  Board  (for 
the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mint,  ^ 
and  for  ordering,  examining,  and  avouching  the  ac- 
counts and  expenditure  of  the  siame),  to  consist  of 
the  Master  and  Worker  or  his  Deputy,  the  King's^ 
Assayer,  the  Comptroller,  the  King's  Clerk,  and  the' 
Superintendant  of  Machinery.     Any  three  of  the 
said  Officers,  the  Master  or  his  Deputy  being  one, 
to  be  competent  to  act.     The  Board,  to  meet  every 
Wednesday,  or  on  such  other  days  as  they  should! 
appoint,  to  determine  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the 
several  Officers  for  the  receipt  of  all  such  BiilUon  as 
should  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  and  for  the  delivery 
out  of  the  coined  Monies,  and  all  other  busine^;s  of 
the  Mint,    and   to  give  directions  in   all    matters 
wherein  authority  was  given  to  them  by  the  In- 
denture •. 

October  31.  On  this  day  a  great  part  of  the  New 
Mint  was  burned,  and  some  of  the  lighter  parts  of 
the  Machinery  considerably  injured^. 

November.  As  the  Spanish  Dollars  vr)bre  at  this 
time  worth  no  more  than  about  ff>ur  Shillings  and 
three  Pence  each,  whilst  the  Bank  Tokens  circulated  at 

'         <►-  •  .  ■* 

c  Indenture  printed  by  Order  of  Parliament  May  SO,  1816. 
*St;  James's  Chronicle/ Oct.  28— 31,  I8IS:  "       ^  •    ' 
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five  Shillinge  and  six  Pence^  the  former  pieces  were 
ii^eniously  altered  so  as  to  resemble  in  a  great  mea- 
sure the  latter. 

1 8  J  6.  January  p.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next 
year  a  man  was  indicted  for  uttering  and  having  in 
his  possession  a  number  of  these  counterfeits,  and 
pleading  guilty  to  the  charge  of  uttering;  the  other 
charges  were,  on  account  of  some  favourable  cir- 
cumstances in  his  case,  not  proceeded  upon^  and  he 
was  sentenced  to  six  months  imprisonment,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  find  security  for  six  months*. 

April  25.  On  this  day  Notice  was  issued  from 
the  Bank  (in  compliance  with  a  former  Notice  dated 
•on  the  18th  of  March  1811),  that  until  the  first  day 
of  November  next  the  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  would 
be  received,  and  value  given  for  them,  by  tljie 
Cashiers,  &c.  of  the  Bank,  at  the  rate  of  5^.  fief, 
^ch» 

.  To  avoid  confusion,  the  Governor  and  Company 
found  it  necessary  to  apprize  the  Publick  that  not 
le^s  than  eight  Dollars  would  be  received  and  paid 
for  at  the  Bank  ^ 

May  21.  On  this  day  the  Lords  Committee  of 
Council,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Coins  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  present 
establishment  and  constitution  of  his  Majesty*s 
Mint,  presented  their  Report  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent. 

They  stated  that  they  had  availed  themselves  of 
ithe  return  of  a  general  peace  to  resume  the  conside- 
r^tion  of  the  important  subject  committed  to  them, 
ivhieh  the  unusually  high^  prices  of  the  precious 

e  St.  Jameses  Chronicle^  Nov,  1815  and  Jan.  9-^1^  18jl6.    . 
f  Notice  from  the  Bank  of  England.  .     ^ 
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metals^  and  other  circumstances  arising  out  of  a  state 
of  war^  had  obliged  them  to  suspend  ^ ;  and  humbly 
represented  to  his  Royal  Highness,  that  an  immedi- 
ate Coinage  of  Gold  and  Silver  Monies  would  be  of 
great  public  beneSt :  but  that  if  his  Royal  Highness 
should  be  pleased  to  give  directions  for  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  they  did  not  conceive  it  would  be 
advisable  to  make  any  alteration,  either  in  the  stand- 
ard, weight,  or  denominations  of  the  Gold  Coins ^* 
They  were,  however,  of  opinion,  that  it  should  forth- 
with be  proposed  to  Parliament,  to  pass  an  Act  de- 
claring the  Gold  Coin  alone  to  be  the  standard  Coin 
of:this  realm;  and  that  the* Silver  Coins  should 
hereafter  be  considered  merely  as  representative 
Coins,  and  be  a  legal  tender  only  in  payment  of  sums 
not  exceeding  two  Guineas '. 

With  respect  to  the  Silver  Coins,  of  which  an  im- 
mediate supply  appeared  to  the  Committee  to  be 
more  indispensably  necessary  for  the  publick  conve- 
nience ;  they  were  of  opinion  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  either  in  the  standard  of  fineness,  ot^ 
in  the  denominations  of  Coins';  but  that  it  would  be 
adviseable  to  diminish  the  weight  of  the  pieces,  m 
order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  those  inconveni- 
ences which  had  hitherto  arisen  from  the  melting 

e  Had  they,  instead  of  suspending  their  considerations,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  Coinage,'  founded  upon  the  then  state  of  the  Bullion 
market,  with  a  small  allowance  for  the  expense  of  Coinage,  it 
should  seem  that  a  precedent  might  have  been  then  feirly  esta- 
bliihed  for  Coins  which  would  pirobably  have  existed  for  many 
years,  without  any  danger  from  the  increased  value. of  BdliioD. 

h  This  was  done,  and  the  Coins  disappeared  nearly  as  fast  as 
they  were  issued. 

i  This  was  already  done  as  far  as  the  sum  of  ^^25.  by  6tat.  14 
G.  III.  c.  42. 
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the  new  and  perfect  Silver  Coins  as  soon  as  they ' 
have  appeared  in  circulation  ^^  for  the  purpose  of 
converting  them  into  BuHioti,  in  which  state  they 
have  been  generally  more  valuable  than  as  Coin. 
They  were  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  should  be 
proposed  to  Parliament  to  authorize^  his  Majesty  to 
direct,  that  in  all  future  Coinages  of  Silver,  sixty-six 
Shillings  (and  other  Coins  in  proportion)  should  be 
struck  from  each  pound  weight  troy  of  standard  Sil- 
ver, instead  of  sixty-two. 

They  were  further  of  opinion,  that  the  expense 
of  coining  the  Gold  Coins,  now  to  be  declared  the 
standard  Coin  of  the  realm,  should  still  be  borne  by 
the  publick ;  but  that  the  charge  of  coining  the  Sil- 
ver Coins,  as  well  as  a  small  allowance  for  Seignor- 
age,  ought  to  be  deducted ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
should  be  authorized  to  direct  his  Master  of  the 
Mint  to  retain  four  Shillings  out  of  each  Pound 
weight  troy  of  Silver  Coin,  hereafter  to  be  coined, 
for  the  charge  of  Brassage  and  Seignorage,  and  that 
the  money  received  for  the  same  should  be  applied 
to  the  publick  service  in  discharge  of  the  interest  of 
the  sum  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  new  Mint, 
and  in  defraying  the  general  expenses  of  the  Mint 
Establishment.  In  thus  stating  the  number  of 
pieces  to  be  struck  from  each  Pound  of  Silver,  and 
the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  deducted  for  Brassage 

^  It  18  wonderfttl  that  this  regard  ibr  the  preservation  of  the 
Silver  Coins  should  not  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  some 
guard  against  the  melting  of  the  much  more  important  Gold 
Money.  ' 

1  Is  this  term  correct  ?  Was  it  ntce^ar^  to  attthori2se  the  King 
in  the  exercise  of  what  Sir  M.  Hale  declares  to  be  his  undoubted 
prerogative? 
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and  Seignorage,  the  Comaiittee  stated  that  they  had,: 
to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  endeavoured  to  fix  oh- 
si|cfa  a  rate  as  would  on  the  one  hand  be  sufiiciently 
high  to  protect™  the  new  Coins,  by  a  small  increase, 
of  their  nominal  value,  from  the  danger  of  being 
melted  down  and  converted  into  Bullion  when  the 
market  price  of  Silver  should  rise ;  whilst  on  the 
other,  it  Would,  they  trusted,  not  be  found  to  be  so 
low  as  to  afford  any  encouragement  to  the  issue  of 
counterfeit  Coin"*,  if  the  market  price  of  Silver 
should  falK 

The  Committee  recommended  that  not  less  than 
^.2,500,000  in  Silver  Coin  should  actually  be 
coined,  before  any  issue  6f  new  Coin  should  take 
place  ;  viz.  ^.2,000,000  for  the  use  of  Great 
Britain,  and  ^.500,000  for  the  use  of  Ireland. 
They  likewise  suggested,  that  it  would  be  necessary, 
before  any  further  progress  could  be  made  in  th^ 
execution  of  a  new  Silver  Coinage,  on  the  above 
principles,  that  the  legal  prohibitions  against  coining 
any  Silver  Coins  of  the  realm,  or  altering  the  weight 
of  such  Coins,  arising  out  of  the  Acts  of  i8  C.  IL 
ch,  5., 7  and  8  W.  III.  ch,  1.  sec,  1  and  2.,  14  G.  Ill, 
ch.  42.  sec:  1,  38  G.  III.  ch.  59.  sec.  2.,  should  be 
repealed. 

When  this  should  have  been  effected,  the  Com- 
mittee  would  proceed  humbly-  to  recommend  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  the  regulations  which  they  con- 
ceived would  be  necessary  with  respect  to  the  time 

m  From  the  prices  which  Silver  Bullion  attained  a  few  years 
since>  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  rise  be  sufficient. 

n  This  is  an  unnecessary  caution>  Counterfeiters  do  not  use  Sil- 
ver>  and  therefore  the  weight  of  the  Coins  is  not  matter  of  con- 
sideration with  them. 
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and  rood^  of  trailing  in  the  Silver  Coins  then  in  cbr- 
rency ;  as  well  as  with  respect  to  the  allowahqe  (if 
any)  to  be  made  hereafter  for  reasonable  Wear,  in 
each  depominatioA  of  the  pvoposed  new  Silver  Coins, 

They  thought  it  fit,  howiever,  to  state  as  their  opi- 
nion, with  respect  to  the  Silver  Coins  then  in  circula- 
tion, that  it  should  be  proposed  to  Parliament  to 
authorize  his  Majesty,  whenever  he  should  see  fit 
to  call  in  such  Silver  Coins,  to  direct  that  all  such 
pieces  as  should  be  judged  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Mint  to  have  been  actually  coined  in  his  Majesty's 
Mint,  should.be  received  by  tale,  and  that  the 
holders  of  the  same  should  receive  in  return  an 
equal  value  by  tale  of  the  new  Silver  Coins  ^. 

May  28.  In  consequence  of  this  Report,  a  Mes- 
sage was  delivered  from  the  Prilice  Regent,  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  st&tiirig  that  he  had  taken 
into  his  serious  consideration  the  present  defective 
state  and  inadequate  amount  of  the  Silver  Coin  of 
the  realm,  and  for  the  pbrpose  ,of  applying  an  ef- 
fective remedy  to  the  evil,  had  given  directions  for 
a  new  and  extensive  Silver  Coinage ;  and  that  he 
relied  upon  the  concurrence  of  the  two  Houses  in 
such  measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  give  eflfect 
to  that  important  service  P. 

June  I'l,  There  having  been  some  demur  among 
the  shopkeepers  iti  Dumfries  regarding  the  receipt 
of  the  Silver  Currency,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants was  called,  and  a  letter  on  the  subject  written 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who,  in  course 
of  po8t,returned  the  following  satisfactory  answer : 

o  Report.    Ordered  by  the  Housq  of  Commons  to  be  printed 
30  May,  1816. 
P  St.  James's  Chronicle,  May28— 130,  1816. 


.  "  Mr.  Vattsittart  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr* 
Thom|)son,  aad;in  reply,  to  his  letter  of  the  llth 
instant,  begs  to  acquaint  him,  that  all  Shillings  and 
Sixpences,  that. -can  be  considered  as  of  the  esta- 
blished  standard,  in  fineness  . (and  it  appears  thait 
large  proportions. of  the  plain  ones  are  of  this  de- 
scription), will  be,  exchanged  for  the  new  Silver 
Coin  when  .it  is  issued;     Downing-street,  June  I5, 

June  17.  As  doubt  still  prevailed  in  various 
other  places,  whether  the  defaced  Coins  would  be 
received  in  exchange,  for  the  new  ones,  the  following 
Notice  appeared  in  some  of  the  publick  papers: 

^^  fVhitehally  June  17,  1816/ 
*^ Sir,— lam  directed  by  Lord  Sidmouth  to  inform 
you,  that  his  Lordship  is  aware  that  considerable  in- 
convenience has  arisen,  iii  many  parts  of  the  country, 
from  an  apprehension  that  the  defaced  Silver  Coin, 
now  in  circulation,  will  not  be  taken  in  exchange 
for  the  new  Coinage,  now  preparing  ;  he  therefore 
directs  me  to  apprize  you,  that  the  defaced  Coin  of 
the  realm  will  be  taken  in  exchange  for  the  new 
Coinage^  as  soon  as  the  latter  is  compleated  ;  and 
he  hope»  that  the  Bankers  and  Tradesmen  of  ■ 
will  continue  to  receive  such  defaced  Coin  in  the 
mean  time.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

"  J.  BbCK£TT. 

"  To  the  PFoi'shipful  Mayor  of /* ' 

'  June  22.  The  Silver  Coinage  was  now  in  so 
wretched  a  state  that  the  reforming  it  could  be  no 
longer  deferred.     Xhe  Preamble  to  an  Act  which 

■^  •        •     • 

q  St.  James's  Chronicle,  June  9S— 25,  1816. 
'  Id.  June  20—^23,  1816. 
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was  now  passed  to  provide  for  a  I^ew  Silver  Coinage^ 
and  to  regulate  the  Currency  of  the  Gold  and  Silver 
Coin  of  the  realm,  describes  the  Silver  Coins  as  having, 
by  long  use  and  other  circumstances,  become  greatly 
diminished  in  number  and  deteriorated  in  value,  so 
as  not  to  be  sufficient  for  the  payments  required  in 
dealings,  under  the  value  of  the  current  Gold  Coins, 
by  reason  whereof  a  great  quantity  of  light  and 
counterfeit  Silver  Coin  and  foreign  Coin  had  been 
introduced  into  circulation  within  the  realm;  the 
evils  Resulting  from  which  could  be  remedied  only 
by  a  New  Coinage  of  Silver  Money,  to  be  made,  and 
issued  under  proper  regulations  for  'maintaining  its 
value  and  preserving  the  same  in  circulation  ;  it  was 
therefore  enacted,  that  certain  parts  of  the  following 
Statutes  should  be  repealed. 

So  much  of  18  C  11.  c.  5.,  and  also  so  much  of 
all  other  Acts  as  related  to  coining  Silver  brought  to 
the  Mint  without  chai^. 

So  much  of  7  and  8  W.  III.  c,  I.,  and  of  all  other 
Acts  as  related  to  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the 
Silver  Coin,  under  Mint  Indenture,  and  so  much  of 
14  G.  lit.  c.  42.,  as  required  62  Shillings  to  the 
Pound  troy. 

And  also  so  much  of  38  G.  III.  c,  59,  as  suspended, 
tiie  Coinage  of  Silver  for  the  present. 

And  further,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
'  the  Act,  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's Master  and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  in  London, 
to  coin  or  cause  to  be  coined  any  Silver  Bullion, 
which  at  any  time  before  or  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  should  have  been,  or  should  be,  brought  to  the 
said  Mint,  into  Silver  Coins  of  a  standard  and  fine- 
ness of  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  fine  Silver, 
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and  eighteen  pennyweights  of  Alloy  in  the  pound 
troy,  and  in  weight  after  the  rate  of  flixty-six  Shil* 
lings  to  every  pound  troy. 

Further,  that  from  and  after  such  days,  and  during 
such  period  of  time  as  should  be  appointed  by  any 
Proclamation  made  and  issued  by  or  in  behalf  of  bit 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
Privy  Council,  it  ,should  and  might  be  lawful  for 
any  person  to  bring  to  the  said  Mint  any  old  Silver 
Coin,  which  should  be  judged  by  the  proper  Officer 
to  be  the  Silver  Coin  of  the  realm,  and  there  to  re^. 
ceive  in  exchapge  a  sum  of  Money  in  the  new  Silver 
Coinage  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  at  which  the 
old  Silver  Coin  was  originally  current. 

Further,  the  Treasury,  was  authorized  to  appoint 
persons  to  receive  the  old  Silver  Coias,  and  to 
exchange  the  same  for  new,  at  any  places  through* 
out  the  United  Kingdom,  during, the  period  above- 
mentioned,  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  time* 
all  persons  to  whom  any  old  Silver  Coin  deficient 
in  value  should  be  tendered  in  payment,  wer^ 
authorized  and  required  to  cut,  &c.  ;the  same,  the 
•  loss  thereby  to  be  borne  by  the  penson  tendering 
the  same.  But  if  any  piece  so  cut,  &c.  should  ap- 
pear to  be  of  the  full  value  which  its  denomination 
imported,  then  the  person  who  should  cut,  &c.  the 
4same  to  take  it  at  the  rate  it  was  coined  for;  and  in 
case  any  dispute  should  arise,  the  same  to  be  deter- 
mined before  a  Magistrate,  to  whom  power  was 
given  to  summon  any  person  or  persons  to  appear 
and  give  evidence,  and  to  administer  an  oath,  as  he 
should  see  convenient,  to  any  person,  for  deter^ 
mining  any  question  relating  to.  the  value  and  law- 
ful currency  of  any  such  piece  of  Coin.    The  loss 
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^rUing  from  the  deficiency  and  re-coinage,  and  al| 
other  expenses,  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  aids 
or  supphes  granted  for  the  ye^r  l8l6,  to  theextectt 
of^SOO,000. 

It  was  further  provided  that,  after  a  day, to  be 
appointed  by  Proclamation,  Silver  Coin  and  Bullion 
might  be  brought  to  the  Mint  by  any  person,  there 
to  be  assayed,  reduced  to  standard,  and  coined  at 
the  rate  of  66  Shillings  per  pound  troy,  of  the 
standard  before-mentioned  ;  of  which  62  Shillings 
should  be  delivered  to  the  party  bringing  in  the 
Bullion,  &c.  and  four  Shillings  retained  for  assaying, 
loss,  and  coinage ;  and  if  any  surplus  should  remain 
after  the  payment  of  the  expenses  incident  thereto, 
then  it  should  be  carried  to  and  made  part  of  the 
Consotidated  Fund. 

The  Gold  Coins,  made  according  to  the  Indent 
tures  of  the  Mint,  to  be  henceforth  the  sole  standard 
measure  of  value,  and  legal  tender  for  payment, 
without  any  limitation  of  amount;  and* the  Silver 
Coins,  from  and  after  a  day  to  be  named  by  Pro- 
clamation, to  be  a  legal  tender  to  the  limited  amount 
of-forty  Shilling?  only  at  any  one  time".. 

The  weight  and  fineness  prescribed  by  the  pre*- 
sent  Indenture  with  his  M^esty's  Master  and 
Worker  of  the  Mint  in  London^  declared  to  be  and 
to  remain  the  standard  pf  and  for  the  lawful  Gold 
Coin  of  the  Realm,  so  far  as  relates;  to  Gold  Coins 
of  the  denominations  at  present  in  us<e,  and  speci- 
fied in  the  said  Indenture;  and  in  case  any  Gold 

s  So  much  of  the  Statute  14  G.  III.  c.  42,  as  made  Silver  Coin 
a  lawful  tender  to  ^25.  or  a  tendCT  for  any  greater  sum  according 
to  Its  valtie  by  weight,  and  all  Acts  coMinoing  the.  same,  to  be 
repealed  by  the  >aboveinentioae4  l'r«M4dm^tiOQ*       .    ..    .    . 


I 


0>m  of  any  other  denomination  should  hereaftet 
be  corned  at  the  said  Mint,  under  any  future  Inden- 
ture, then  such  Gold  Coin  to  hold  the  like  standard 
in  fineness  as  the  Gold  Coins  of  the  present  deno^ 
minations,  and  to  hold  a  weight  proportionate  to 
the  weight  of  the  present  Gold  Coins,  according  to 
the  value  for  which  such  Gold  Coin  or  Coins  of  any 
new  denomination  shall  be  declared  to  be  current* 
And  it  was  further  enacted  that  the  current  Qold 
Coin  should  not  be  received  or  paid  for  less  than 
the  value  according  to  its  denomination,  on  pain  of 
being  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  being  con^^ 
victed  thereof,  of  suffering  imprisonment  for  six 
calendar  months,  and  to  find  suretks  for  good  beha- 
Tiour  for  one  year,  to  be  computed  from  the  end  d 
the  said  six  months. 

For  a  second  offence  one  year's  imprisonmtot, 
and  surety  for  good  behaviour  for  one  year  more^ 
to  be  computed  from  the  end  of  the  first;  and  for 
any  subsequent  ofience  two  years  imprisonment 

The  bill  of  indictment  for  such  offences  not  to  be 
traversed,  but  the  Court  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
trial,  unless  good  cau»&  for  pos^onement,  to  be 
allowed  by  the  Court,  should  be  showed. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  on  any  prosecu- 
tion or  trial  for  offences  against  the  Act,  it  should 
not  be  necessary  to  prove  the  Gold  Coin  received) 
or  paid,  or  uttered  contrary  to  the  ^ame,  to  be  the 
current  Gold  X!oin  of  the  Realm^  but  that  the  same 
should  be  deemed  and  taken  so  to  .be,  if  recdved, 
or  paid,  or  uttered  as  such^  until  the  contrary  thereof 
should  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court. 

All  Acts  respectttig  the  i^lver  Coins  in  force 
immediately   before  ,  the  passing  of  the  Act,  not 

VOL.  IV.  K 
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being *expre89}y  repealed  ^by  it,  and.  not  repugBaak 
or  contradictory  to  its  enactnaents  and  provisions,  to 
GototiDoe  in  fult-force  and  efiact,  and.  to  be  applied 
ihi  put  in  execution  with  respeet  to. the. Silver  Coiir 
ibv  be  coined  in  ^pursuance  of  the  directions^  of  tbe 
Act.  -    » ■    •-  •   ' 

V^Nothing' Contained  in  -the  Act  to  ex^t^od,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  affect,  alter,  or  repeal  any 
Adi.riespeoting  payments  in*  Bank  of  England  Notes, 
or  the  payment  of  Revenue  in  Ireland  in  Irish  Bank 
Tokens,  during  the'  continuance  of  the  restrietion  of 
pay«ient9  in  cash  by  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
theBankof  Iteland^ 

V'  June  26.  An  Act  was  passed  to  enable  his  Ma^ 
jesly  to  authorize  the  exportation  of  the  machinery 
necessary  for  erecting  a  Mint  in  the  United  States 
df^Airierica*^.:. 

^Sifept.  dL*  As  the  new  Silver  Money  was  not  yel^ 
ready  for  delivery,  the  foHowing  notice  was  issued 
from  the  Lord  Mayor,  in-order  to  allay,  if  possible, 
tbe  takirm  respecting  the  defaced  Coins : 
^  ^*  Take  notice.     The  Bank  of  England  does  not 
refuse  any  Shillings  or  Sixpences  on  account  of 
their  being  plain,  provided  they  are  Ednglisfa."  ^         ' 
'In  consequence  of  this  notice  people  assembled 
ib  crowds  to  take  their  Silver  to  the  Bank,  for 
M^hich  they  received  Bank  of  England  Notes  and 
TtAtens.     The  Bank  took  every  thing  not  clearly 
aad^tdned  to  be  foreign  currency^    The  day  passed' 
o¥er  in  the  city  without  theleast  tendency  to  tumult, 
altboQgh '  the  'Bank  ^  wa6  beset  by  cmwds.     In  the 

t  Stat.  56  G  III.  c.  68.  «  Id.  c.  92. 

X  St.  Jameses  Chronicle,  Sef^.  91'-^24>  1816. 


l!ej[>QOQn  the  follofwiAg  Ae^h :  nottcfe  was  poitod  flli 

16  Bank  and  Mansion-house. '  ^  r^ 

^^Take  notice.   All  Shillings  aiid'Sixpence»of)tlie 

oin  of  the  Realm,  whether  jplain  or  ifoivf^iU 

mtinue 'to  be  es:changed  at  the  Bank  «rf t  Englioimt 

heretofore,  till  the  issue  of  the  new  Stiver  Cotitft 

;e,  wbiefa  will  not take'pldcetfaeforethejpopiolith'of 

^bruary  next.  .  :)    ^-xy-^i^-'^ 

^*N.B,   Tfaos6  who  refuse  to  take.the^ciuitnt 

nn  of-the  Realm  are  liable  to  belprosecutad.^' )^     • 

In  the  mean  time,  a  rumour  that  tbe^Bsank-wofiM 

>t  receive  plain  Shillings  and  Sixpences' oc<tas!iMQfi 

general  cessation  of  retail  dealing  in  WestmiastorV 

nd  the  Police  OflSce  in  QiseanSquare  waa  throi^ed 

rhh  tradesmen  of  almost  .ererjr  description,  inc^o^t 

ing  of  the  Magistrates  bow  jthey''  muat  pnooeodir 

One  person  said  he  had  taken  ^50  in  plain  SilfVer 

that  tnorning,  and'  he  coiUd  not  g^t  any )  other 

tradesman  to  take  any  part  of  it  fromi  him  in  buai*" 

na^s.     Several  pawnbrokers  said,  t^t  petsotis  who 

had  small  pledges  couid.  m)t  release  l^m,  incteiser 

quaice  of  their  not  taJLitig  this  Silver;  and.  'they 

could  not  receive  a  pledge;  as  none  wcmfd  take  tbdr 

Money :  persmis  oflEering  the  {hedges  said  they  could 

dot  get  food  with  it.    The  bustle  «o.  in^oneased  ikbat 

the  Magistrates  began  to^ear»some.  serious  re«iult»  if 

something  were  not  speedily  done<  .  Th^  sent  an 

Officer  to  the  Bank;  andi.i)eing  inforousd  by  Mr] 

Hasethat^heslhould  not  refuse  taking  plain  Silveiv 

if  notFrenoh  or  csonnterfeit,  they  in  the  course  ^ 

an  hour  isi^ed  bills  to  th^t  effect, ^  which  grealiy 

api^ased   the    publick    mind,    and    busitiess    was 

V  HandBillr 
K  2 


138  ANNALS   0^  WIB/ COINAGE. 

W9toped  A9 usual.  ^  .^iniilai'  cMnplaintswere  reodived 
at  the  other  Ppliee  Offices^  ami'  the  same  measDre 
re$oitq4>t#in  ord^r  to  tmnquUliae  the  populace^ 
^  >  Sept..  4^^  .iThe  Bank  of  England  by  publick 
notice  exteiMlf^.  t^Q.  time  fw  .reciei ving  th^ir  Tokeivr 
atd4(*<G)&fr  ^ch)tQ^the  jfirsfedayofiFehmairy  followitig*. 
vQpt:^4«t  iPAjt^ils  d4yia^)eipc«riar  letter  was  nunt 
from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treatory  to 
t|^,  Con^opissJi^Qiprs  of' 1^X69^  aohnoMnledging  the 
r^ceipt./ofleheir.  Report  (/iated  the  4th  instant)  as 
Well  respecting  the  extension  of  time  for  receiving 
Bank  I>oUar  Tokens^  by  the  Raceivers  General  add 
CoUectorSi  as  respecting  the  receipt  of  other  Stiver 
Coif^  and  gifing  their  opinion^  that  the  Receivers. 
Q^^eral  fthpnld^  receive  from  the  Coll^^ctors  of  Taxes 
all  the  .^  plains  Sylver  Coin  collected  by  them  on 
9xx9u^prfi^  Xftl^e^^). which  should)  vipon  Mexamiftair 
tign,  appear  in  th^  judgment  of  the  Receiver  Gene^ 
ral  npt  tO;he  bas|e  or  counterfeit ;  and  also  all  geod 
Bank  |>oHar  X<>keQ3whiah  should  be  .collected. (by 
t|;ie,ni^  before  the  1st  day  pf  February  18 1 7,  provid^ 
they  were  paid.9ver  in  the  .first  pay  ment  tc^  be  .made 
by  the  Collector  after  that  day  \ 

Decembei.  The  refusal  to  take  Ihe. plain  ShiU 
lings  an^  Sixpences,  atill  beii^g  continued  >  byvmany 
persons^  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  a  Proclama^ 
tion,  by  which  it  was  declared^  that  all  siich  Coixks, 
although  quite  plain,  and  reduced  in  weight,  as 
ni^ht  be  recognized  to  be  Standard  Silver,  "wc^Id 
be  received  in  exchange'for  the  new  Silver  Coinage^ 

«  St.  James's  Chronicle,  Sept.  21-— ^4,  1816. 
*  Hand  Bill.  '    ^''  ' 

b  Letter  signed  C.  AAutttnot,  Treasury  Chambers  Oct.  24, 
ISI6.    St..  James's  Ch^nicle,''  Oct.  25—29,  1S16. 


and  itbat  a  great  pro{Mirtioii'bf'ii6ch  (StUWdhtht'-Sftli^- 
IcDgsand  $ixpene«i«  il>ei>e  ift^M^ktibftJ  <><l*    ~  >>  '~ 

AH .  persons  -v^ere  caution^  ''agatmt  >«^^^  «a»^ 
take  in  pajmemt  Coinb  df  tHe^abo^^  Hescf^Wtij  'as 
they  would  ansiver  the  siRrie  atthell^^^'':'''J  *•'-'"" 
.    1817.    Jan.  id.    Thtftime  f0|J'rtii«ilVteg^l>«)46i#« 
Tokens  was  again  etxtend^l 'by  tiw^^BliVAE  tc^Hief/i^t 
day  ofMay  "in  this  year  f  >        -'   '  '^ ' ''"^^ 

17.  Oh  this  day  the folfowing-Nbetee'yi^&^isiQetl^ 
from  the  Mintj  —  "The  New  SilvferCditis^  bfeitig' 
now  very  nc»rly  finished,  arMTig^ttlenti^  ai^  'tAakHigf' 
fori  enabling  all  bis  Majesty'sl  i^ubJ6cfs^  4ri  eve^  ^fv 
of  Great  Britain,  to  exchangfej  at"the  liitme'pet-iodf^ 
tiK  old  for  the  new  Silver  Ooita  tff  the  HMtti:  Vtii? 
eikthahge  will  comoaence  on  or- before  Afondayth^i' 
$i  of  February  next;  and  all'Stai^aTrf'8?lTer'€oitt^ 
of  Che  Realm,  however  defaced  or  i'edfl^d'it)  Vi^h't^' 
by  use,  will  be  received  in  isit«hahgi'ftfr"tfie  nftW* 
C6m  by  tale,  at  its  nominal  value?  The  PuBIi<ik»\rti' 
requested  to  observe,  that  the  «e#  Slfhfer'Ciittf  tS'tl^ 
issued  from  his  Majesty's  Miuft?  ^ipbI94hft'«C<Jay?dh' 
v^iU  be  detiv«t«d  in  exchange  td'th^HBttMs'l^f^y^ 
old  Coin.  "  '    ^'i''  ■■■'■    '  ''-^  ■>  ''^  ''^^  '  '"'■  ''^^ 

«rt  is  therefcre  *tr6h^' i«cofDihen*a  l!HaiS^IJll 
Silver  Coin  of'the  Rfealift,  hbw^Ver  defacetr'\ft-^rel'' 
dueed  in  weight-by-  ttse/^^Kich'i^  ii6W'ih  cf^uTa-i 

tion,  stioiiW  <km.^tttiek&U'^mii  kntf'VfeltiefV^d'ii^^ 

..    ..  •  ,.•,•,,{.,(    (.,!'.  ,i<  i.'>.f    .'?'•';•    ;';.'i-;'!.''s 

to.have  iss,^  fr9n*  the  pffij^  "J^.tl^^ffm  R^  ^<?*».C«>*»>^d 
Home  Department,  but  1  know  not  on  what  authority,  as  it  is 
not  dated  from  any  pl«^e,^  ^nd^is  sjtgned  ^^^|^,t|i^yiyords.,'J  bjt  au- 
thority'* only.    The  date  oi  Dee.  2d  cannot  be  coi^'eot^  j|^  tl^e 
Proclamation  is  prip^ed  m  thp^Nc^^^p^i^      <*>^><*>^S/s45^^ 
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payments^  for  the  very  short  peHod  that  will  elapse 
before  the  issue  of  the  new  Stiver  Coin.     By  thi» 

'  means  no  interruption  of  the  circulation  will  arise. 

^^  Note.  —  The  old  Coin,  as  described  above,  is 
received  in  payments  at  its  nominal  value,  by  all 
branches  of  the  Revenue,  and  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
hnd,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  until  it  is  exchanged 

'for  the  new  Silver  Coinage.*** 

Jan.  18,  A  Proclamation  was  issued  (in  compli- 
ance  VfitH  the  Statute  which  was  passed  in  the  last 
year,  to  provide  for  a  new  Silver  Coinage,  &c.  &c.), 
to  fix  the  third  day  of  Februaiy  next  ensuing  as  the 
day  from  and  after  which,  and  from  thence  until  the 
I7tb  day  of  the  said  month,  old  Silver  Coin  of  the 
Realm  might  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  there  to  be 
exchan^d  for  new  Silver  Coins  to  the  same  amount^. 
29.     By  a  subsequent  Proclamation  these  times 

were  altered  to  the  13th  and  27th  of  the  same 
month  cr. 

Feb.  1.  To  further  the  exchange,  four  principal 
places  were  appointed  for  the  Metropolis  and  its 
vicinity' —  1st.  Bank  of  England,  2d.  South  Sea 
House,  3d.  Guildhall,  4th.  Goldsmiths'  Hall.  And 
the  following  sixteen  auxiliary  stations  were  ap-* 
pointed  in  aid  of  the  above'principal  stations : 

1.  Fisher's  Auction  Room,  King  Street,  Covent 

Garden. 

2.  N^  17,  Pickett'^Strfeet,  near  Temple  Bar. 

3.  N^  61,  Swallow  Street,  facing  Conduit  Street. 

4.  N^  248,  Oxford  Street,  the  corner  of  Park  Street. 

5.  N^  22,  Denmark  Street,  near  St.  Gileses  Church, 

«  Notice  signed  W.  W.  Pole,  Master  and  Worker  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  Mint    ,       ^  Prodamatiou.  S  ProclamatioD. 
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€.  >lp  53,  Hatton  Ganjen.  .,,>... 

7.  Astley's  Theatric  L%ibbeth«  j 

8.  The  cornier  of  Abbey. Street,,  pear  Bermondsey 

Church.  I        .  .    ' 

9.  Sessions  Hou3ei  near  the  King's  ^epch  Prison. 

10.  N**  33,  St,  Thomas's  Street,. ne^r  St.  Xhyqafs's 

Hospital.  :  .  .    .    1  . 

11.  Mathematical  Institution,  Cri3pin  Street,  n^r 

Spital  Fields. 
*  12.  The.Angei  aad  Crown,  oppc^te  Whitecb^pel 

Church. 
.■^  13.  N^  17,  Worship  Street  '      ,        .^  .    , 

14.  N«l66,  Wapping  Street,  at.  the  end  if  Qld 

Gravel  Lane. 

15.  Mr.  Luff's,  Afw^tb€icary>  56^. Foil's  Lane^  i^pr 

Shadwell  Churctv    .     .^  >.    .. 

1j6.  N®  4,  Dartmouth  I  Stjreet,  Westminster,^  Jacing 

Qiueen  Street 

In  order  to  prevent  inconvenience  or  d^lay  to^he 
publick,  the  holders,  of  the  old  Sil^r  Coip  <^  the 
Realm  were  .  most  earn/estly  requested,  .when  the 
.Silver  in  their  possession  amounted  to  any  consiidter- 
able  sum,  to  resort  as  much  as,  ppssible  to  one.of  |:he 
four,  principal  stations,  where  every  accommodation 
existed,  and  ey^ry  possible  facility  would  be  afforded 
for  the  dispatch  o£  their  business,  , 

"Notice  was  further  given,  that  most  of  the 
Bankers  in  Lqndon  and.Westmipster  had  promised 
their,  assistance, , by  lexchanging  such  sums  of  the  old 
Silver  Coin  of  the  Realm  for  the  new  Coin  as  might 
be  tendered  to  them  by  their  several  friends  and 
connexions  ^. 

,    .   .^1?  Notice  from  the.  Ma«ter  of  the  Mint, 
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.  Ik/afi)e«(r8  from  the.  psbliolr  papers  that^  BOtiri^ 
QtaiMJinp  tbe  ^repeated  dedarations  of  GorenMheDty 
clottbts^  vfece  still  (entertain^  that  the  plain  iSiir** 
p^QCsj  though  Coftnfl  of  the  Reaim^  would  not  be 
taken  iii'itecikni^  foe.  the  new  Silver  Coina;  and 
Qiat)}^  prtrsdos^iinrc^xHiaequedce^  sold  their  Six[M)ces^ 
for  four  Beoce  filch  to< the  Jews  K 

:  £eb«iid«  -  Otit  this  dsty  a*Ptfo€laaliation  annoonced 
t)ntt  thi9inew<.Silver  Goioage  was  coofipteted. 

>  it  began  with  stating^  tHe:  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
theSSth  y^ar  of  the  King^  by  which  the  Master  and 
Worker  of  bia  Majesty's  Mint  in  London  was  aath<H 
xi^tdi  to  coin  Cr$>wBlB,  Half  Crowns,  Shillirtgs,  and 
Sixpences,  at  the  nsual  standard  of  fineness,  and  in* 
weight  after  the  rate  c^  sixty^^six  Shillings  to  the 
Found  Troy.  That,  in  virtue  ef  the  powers  so  given, 
aCpiMge«of  Half  C^bwnst,  Shillings,  and  Sixpences, 
had  been  oompleated^  and  was  then  ready  for  deli^ 
verjr.  Every  suchv  Half  Crown  piece  having  for  the 
Obveese  impression  the  Head  of  his  Majesty,  with  the. 
inseription  GEORGius  in.  dei' gratia,  and  the  date 
of  the  year,  and  for  the  Reverse  the  Ensigns.  Armo* 
rial  of  the  United  Kingdom,  contained  in  a  Shield 
surrounded  by  the  Garter,  bearing  the  motto,  fooNi 
soiT  aui  MAL  Y  PENS^,  and  the  Collar  of  the  Gaf*- 
ter,  with  the  inscription  britanniarum  rex  fid: 
DBF: ;  Hvitfa  a  newly*invented  graining  on  the  edge 
of  the  piece  K     Every  such  Shilling  and  Sixpenny 

i  iSt.  James's  Chronicle,  Feb.  1—4,  I8I7.  . 

k  The  die  of  the  Half  Crown  was  changed  soon  afte?  the  issue 
of  Aose  pieces  which  are  here  desci^bed.  The  bust' was  ditferent, 
and  the  Cellar  of  the  Order  of  tli^  Garter  Vf^  omitted.  These 
altered  CodnB  were  stuuick  and*  iaroedliy.  virtue  of  an  Order  of 
Privy  Council,   a  ^  ,^       » 


f . . » 


pieecr  thavingior  ihe<Qlryi^ri»iaifira»M>n -die  |i^^  of 
faisMajesty^  M4ih'tfae<iiifttof(ititm  GEORGWd  un  IX'^^ 
BUTT.  s£9(,  n  D.  rndK^'dateiof  tfaeyear;- Aod  for 
the  Reverse  4ihe  £i»%na  Armorial  of  the  Urntedi 
Kjbigdem,  toikAiifedan' a  Shield  mrroiiiiided  iiiy  tb& 
Gm^,  Sec.  kc.  as  in  the  r  desoription  of  the  HatP 
Crown,  but  without  the  Collar  of  the  Ooder.  -t 

: '  And'  it  was< ordained,  < dealarred^  and*  coltotnanded 
that  the  said  Sihrer  pieeea  should,  from  and  after.  (^' 
ISthday  of  that  instant  Febitaary,  be  currency  ^d 
lawifol  Money  of  the  Kingdom^  of  Great  Britain,  and^ 
Iceland,'  and  should  pass  and  be  received  as  curreulf 
and  lawful-Money  of  the  sliid  Kingd^ni ;  > the  Hdll*^ 
Crowns  as  of  the  valueof  two  Shillings  and  8ix^ 
pencey  and  the  Shillings  and  Sii^pene^s  acMrding-to' 
their  respectivie  deiiominaitions,  in  all  payments  an<^ 
tmnsactions'  of  Money.-  ^  The  Pr^dlaiUation .  hefihiif 
declared  the  aforeslud  23d  of  February  as  the  dfir^i^ 
from  and  after  which  so  muJDh.oftthe  Act  of  the  I4th^ 
of  the  King,  entitled  an  Adt^to  prohibit  tbe  iiiipot^> 
tation-of  light  Silver  Coin,  and  to  restrain^ the  ten^ 
der'  thereof  beyond  a  certain  sun»,  as<  provided  that^ 
a  tender  in  l^lver  Coin  of  the* realm  shohld  be  le^l 
tO'  the  amount  of  .twenty*i»re'I\)iinds,  or  a  t^der 
for  any  greater  sum  according  to  its  value  by  w>ei^ty 
and  also^sa'm1flcIv  of  any  Act  or  Acts  whereby  the^ 
la^  recited  Act  was  caqtinmed,  revived^  or  madeper-**^ 
petoal^  should  be  repe^d^  and  by  "Virtue  of  the  Act 
of  the  56th  of  the  King,  above  recited,  the  said  13th 
day  of  February  was  declared  to  be  the  day  from  and 
after  which  no  tender  of  payment  of  IVfoney  made  in 
the  Silver  Coia  of  the  realm  of  any  sum  exceeding 
forty  Shillings,  at  afiy  one  tinte,  should  foe  allowed 
to  be  a  legal  tender  within  the  United  Kingdom  of 
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Great 'Britain  and  Ireland^  either'  by  tale  or*  weight 
of  such  Silver  Coin  or  otherwise  hoiVsoever  ^ 

Mafch  1.  On  the  first  of  March  so  much  of  the 
«bove  Proclamation  as  relates  to  the  description  of 
the  Coins,  and  the  authorizing  of  their  currency, 
was  repeated,  with  these  varieitions  only,  that  part 
of  the  Coifts  was  said  to  have  been  delivered,  and 
the  remaindek*  ready  for  delivery,  and  the  time  at 
which  they  were  declared  to  be  current,  was  the  day 
af  the  date  of  the  Proclamation  ™. 

On  the  same  day  another  Proclamation  was  issued 
to  forbid  the  currency  of  any  old  Silver  Coins  cur- 
rent before  the  passmg  of  the  Act  of  the  56th  of  the 
King  ;  and  to  order  that  the  directions  in  that  Act 
respecting  the  cutting,  &€»  of  such  pieces  as  should 
be'  of  less  value  than  the  denominations  thereof 
t^specthneiy  imported ;  but  for  the  ease  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  to  prevent  their  sustaining  ony 
loss  or  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  currency  of 
the  old  Silver  Coin  being  prohibited,  the  Officers  of 
the  Mint  were  authorized  and  commanded  to  receive 
by  tale,  for  the  space  of  three  months  after  the  date 
of  the  Proelamation,  such  old  Silver  Coin  as  should 
be  of  or  above  the  following  several  weights  : 

,  dwt.     gr. 

Crown  Pieces  of  or  above    /-    -     18      4  Troy. 

Half  Crown    --.--.-     - 

Shillings   --•--.- 

Sixpences       ------ 

and  to  deliver  to  all  persons  bringing  in  the  same 
new  Silver  Coins  equal  to  their  amount^  according 
to  their  respective  denominations  \ 

*  ProclamaUpji.       ^  «»  Id.  «  Id. 
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Mareh  20.  Notice  itas  given  by  the  JBonk  of 
England^  that^  according  to.  their  previous  notice, 
dated  upon  the  l6th  of  January,  all  Dollar  Tokens 
would  be  received  at  the  rate  of  5^-  ^^*  each,  until 
the  1st  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther time  would  be  given  ^ 

April  26.  An  Order  of  Council  wm  made  for 
striking  a  new  Half-Crown  Piece,,  differing  horn  the 
former  in  the  bust,  and  in  the  omission  of  the.  col- 
lar of  the  Order  of  the  Garter.  These  altered  Coins 
were  not  made  current  by  Proclamation. 

May  1 0.  The  silence  of  this  Notice  with  respect 
to  the  determination  of  the  Bank  as  to  the  receipt 
of  the  Dollar  Tokens  in  future  at  the  value  of  S^iof 
which  they  w^re  originally  issued,  having  oocasioned 
doubts  upon  the  subject,  a  letter  was  printed'  in 
some  of  the  publick  newspapers  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Hase,  the  Chief  Cashier,  declaring  tha/t  they  would 
be  received  at  the  rate  of  5^.  each  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  apprising  the  publick,  that  every  person  was  at 
liberty  to  decline  taking  them  in  payment  P. 

July  27.  The  private  Tokens  of  Copper  or 
mixed  Metal  were  now  circulated  in  such  quantities 
as  to  attract  the  notice  of  Government ,;  and  accord- 
ingly an  Act  was  past  to  forbid  the  making  of  suoh 
in  future,  under  the  penalty  of  any  sum  not  less  than 
one  Pound,  nor  more  than  five,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  should  hear 
and  determine  such  ofience. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after 

» 

the  1st  day  of  January,  1818,  such  Tokens  should 
no  longer  pass  or  circukte  on  pain  of 'forfeiting  for 

0  Hand  Bin.  P  St.  James's  Chrpbicle,  May  20^23,  1817^ 
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evety  pieoe^  ndt  ieift  than  ^twor.fihiHings^MODr  more 
than  tenj  >atj  fthe^dtscreticmy  &c;  &c. .  as  before^-  w^be^ 
tbwthepersohlso'passiiig  or  Cifcutadng>tlieakiisfaouM 
be/or  haTeiiboen' boneern^d  in  thetorigitial  issuing  or- 
cimolarting  oA  lan;^  such  Tokcfi>  or  only  the  beaiefi 
orholcbrtheik^offor  the  time  beimg^--  Bu4rnothhi|^ 
iofthe  )AAt  «iv&^  toi  prerent  aojr  {ferson  frotD<  preaentK 
iag/sudh'Kafceta  for  payment  to* the iwiginal' issuer* 
thereof,  or  to  discharge  such  original  issuer  from  hiit 
liabilily.  to*  pay  the^  same.    And  the  Aet  w^^  not  to 
bercsonstruedas'afitoting  any  Tokens  ^hicbtbadbeeo^* 
ontni^t  he,  iasiied  by  the  >Bank  of  England.     /  . 
.   And  IwiheDeas  auch.  Tokens^   bearing  the  sup^iv 
sQuiiptioii  SAsjfidldi  Femf^  Taken^  had  b^enl  isoildd, 
fntaa  fti«ixo.^to  tiVne,  durifigothej^ears  l6l2)  *13v'?l49* 
andilS, '  byr .tba'Gvenseersi of <tbe^Poor(oC' the Towb^ . 
sliipi[)f(6hWiield  iinjitie*  County  of  lY^nk,  yihe  imitife<^ 
dute  snppffeBSiaQi  of  ii^hich  wouU  rbei  attended  wkh* 
gfoat  «fe9s  t0)lihe>said'TfiPliFnship;  aridt^  the  faokkt«  : 
of  such  Tokens,  being  fori  tbe.nsoat  part  laboprcfs  ^ 
and  imecfeanichci,  las.  -well/ as  with  great  ipicodMiii- 
eace.tdi  thcl ashabitaiiiis^ of k tbSe  said  Towosbfp^ ^atmi'^ 
the  ncighbotlrJiaod  ufchereoi^  ^it  twas  therefore. fvrthcEr^  ■ 
eimtted,  ithiiijnf case  anyi  such  filneffield  Tokan^  aa^. 
had  been  issued  by  the  Overseers  of  the*FobH6f4hat'J 
TDU»nriaipipneviolis4o'  the^pasaiBg  *f  thd  Act3isbaniU, 
aftaa^tlle  ^Jthidayi  df  d^aDcb,  l  Sd^^:  (and  piwiojas  to^ 

thoai^tfa'day  QfeSe|]tetohGr)inr(thfisameyfiar^  be^ren^i 
seiiied  to^thfei  said  Oveiie^rsifdr  the  tim/i  being,?  oi-^ 
tloAiiA^knt^  -at'thcFWoiiklidQse^ithkfiaidTamrlishif^/r 
the78ted<)«en»iGDSisbouldHiteBiveiiHdir  Tjokena^^pajr-^! 
it^) to  ,the(  holddr  thlie(lfit(lnA^n8n]l jr  oftitfaiet  xiuivfeni) 
Coin  of  the  realm  for  each  of  them.  In  case  of  their 
refusal  so  to  do,  one  Jusnc^  ofthe  Peace  to  have 
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powtB,  upon  coiti|ddDt//to  nnctiHioti  ^m€hene9nf' 
Bnd'(«h0ald  he -isee  jotet  cikuse)  to  >oTderthem't<»  w^ 
ccjre  tueh  lPoh6ii6^  'and  to  •  pay"  on^  K^nny  fof  i  tbe  ^ 
same^ «  wilh^iiU  (x>sts»  kodi  ohargesu  Pmnded  ^alway^ 
tliat  it  should  and  migiH -beUai^fiil  fsw  tHe  saidO^mi^ 
swr8:1o  pny^  sueb  Penny;  but  ^nbt>tlie  costs' and 
char;^,  out  of  any^  Money  TCeehred  by1:hem/fopftfae 
ToKef-and^mainftetiafioeof  the  Poor  of  tbe(sa(dTDWQ«i 

skip.'        '    -M   "'  "'  '  ..  :   •'  I  ■  •     •■  '    •        -'fl 

'The  Ov«r^^rs  to  have  pouner,  sKouU^tbdy  deenn 
U  aflLviseable,  tt>  call  m  any  amount^^  af  sucb  Tokens 
at  any  time  previous  tothe  said  l^stb  "day  of  Mivrdi^ 
l^d^  paying  for  each  one  Pennyy  as  afocesaidj   ^ 

The  like  proViaion  wits  knade*  for  TokeM  bealwg 
tibe  BuperscriptioA  Birmingham  one  ^Penny^  whtefa* 
bad. be^n  issued  (VoUd  tinm  to  time/dofiiig/thetyeam' 
1811^  1^5 13,  I4,ra«kd  15';<  blit  tfae'titneifetibringifig 
them  ih  was  limited  ^^>  any* tinle  prenFiowrto  tfaifi 
2Sth  day  of  Manch>  iSdCv^  BXi^t  vrhiebthey  were  iBot: 
tO! be  passed  and  circulated.  '  i  ^  i  ,'    t^.  u 

'  •  Nothing  'in  the-  Adt  to  extend,  ^  or  be  consftrned  to . 
etimd^  to  any  Copper  Monies  of  the  vealm  >at  tbai 
trnae  current^  or  hereafter  to  be  ourpenl:,  by  Thtue  o^ 
any  Froclamation  tthat  had  been  ov  nrigbt  be  tssuaok 
by.his 'Majesty**.       f^  ./j -;<  '  .   ^  ^    -  '■     •  inw 

Juf^  29.  The^ Gazette  of  this  day  Qontained/<ai 
Proclamation  ordering  a  4shange  of  the -Royal  Armt^'- 
rial  Bearings^  irroons^quenoe  of  the  substitution  of 
the  title  of  King  for  that  of  Elector  of  Hanover,  liy' 
which  the  R6yal  Hafioveriand'own- was  ordensd  to' 
be  placed  oVer  the  Esantcheon  of  Ptetenoe;  instead v 
of  the  Electoral  Bonnet;  \ but  all  Gold^  Silver,  ami 

.     ^  ,      <l  Stat.  57  G.  III.  c.  46.     ,       , 
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imfn^  l^ft^wiith  their  foroier  validity  ^ 

.July  1',  A  new  Gold  Coiq  was  made  ohrrent  by 
Preclajsifttioo.  vpon  this  d»y.  It  was  thus  described: 
Esiefa  Piece  4o  /be  of  the  FsJue  of  twenty  Shillings, 
and  of  the  weight  of  five  pei^nyweights  three  greim 
riAnAf  tfoy  nicight  of  stsmdard  Gold^  according  to 
tke^'Wieigbta  approved  of  and  confirmed  in  Council 
by  hi9  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent^  in.  the 
oa»a  afud  on  the  behalf  of  his  M^sty^  in  pursu^ 
anise  c^  an  Act  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  King^ 
entitled^  An  Act  for  regulating  and  ascertaining  the 
weights  to-  be  made  use  of  in  weighing  the  Gold  and 
Silver  Coin  of  this  Kingdom.  Every  such  piece  of 
Gold  Money,  to  have  for  the  Obverse  impression  the 
head  of  his  Majesty,  with  the  inscription  gborgius 
III.  D.  G.  aRiTANNiAR.  R£x»  F.  D.  and  the  date  of  the 
year ;  and  for  the  Reverse  the  image  of  St.  Gemge 
afmed^  sitting  on  hcH*seback,  encountering  the  Dra- 
gon with  a  Spear,  the  said  Device  being  placed^ 
within  the  ennobUd  Gartier^  bearing  the  motto  honi 
SQiT  QXJi  MAL  Y  PENSE,  with  a  ucwly  invented 
Graining  on  the  edge  of  the  Piece.  The  said  Pieces 
of  Gold  to  be  current  and  lawful  Money  of  the  King* 
dom  of  Gr^t  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  be  called  a 
Sovereign  or  twenty  Shillings  Piece,  and  to  pass 
and  be  received  as  of  the  valine  of  twenty  Shillipgs 
of  lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  all 
payments  whatsoever*. 

This  was  accompanied  by  another  Proclamation, 
of  the  same  date,  for  regulating  the  weight  at  whicb 
the  Gold  Coins  of  the  realm  should  be  current.     It 

r  Proclamation. «  «  Id. 


stg^lKd  tfiat  ^eatiquMtitieiiof  tte  Gold'€dih  of'tbe^ 
realm,  deficient  m  wei^t,  were  indrciitalfion,  coti^ 
tmry  to  the  tenot  of  Prodlamations'  i^ued  ott>the 
19th  of  ApriU  1776,  and  thc^sist  of  Scptemben,l767J» 
and  to  the  directions  given  in  the  AcCls  of  ParKa J 
ment  still  in  force  witfaireqf>ect  to  the^otttting^^  hrekkh^ 
ing,  or  defacing! of  such  Piec^  a^^sbottld  hb  foai^ 
to  be  of  less  weight  than  th6fie  dectai^  and  altowerii 
by  his  Majesty's  said  Prodlanaation^tobe'currfent 
and  pass  in  payment ;  and  then  declared  and*  ootn^* 
mended,  in  conformity  with  the  said  Prbclrnniftions^ 
that  all  dw^s.  gr.  ' 

.  CrCiineas'*-    -*^-    •     «'       5'   '  8  •  • 
Half-Guineai      -    -     |'g     3     16 
juarter-Guinegs  Jg  2  '  ^       ^ 

«gnShUUng.|     II    ,^,,.        ... 

Sovereigns  -  -  -  S'  5  2|  '  '*' 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  current  ot  pas6  fn  aiiy 
payment  whatsoever.  And  all  Officers,  Collector's',' 
and  "Receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Revenue  were  cotri- 
manded  to  conform  strictly  to  ^  the  'O'rders'thereW 
given,  and  to  the  directions  and  regulations  enacted 
and  established  in  the  several  Acts  b'fPartianient  iii' 
force  respecting  the  cutting,  &c.'  such  of  the  Gbtcf 
Coin  as  Should  be  foutid  dfeficieitt  in  wfeight.  '       '   '; 

All  Guineas,  &c;  &c.  of  the  weights  above  d"^- 
scribed,  Were  ordered  to  pass  and  be  received  as  ciir-* 
rent  and  lawful  Money  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  all  payments  what- 
soever*."        '  '       '■    ■■''    '    '■•  *       ■       "     '"^ 

Jiily  7,  By  a  Statute  of  this  date  it  was  enactec^ 
that,  updn  the  termihation'of  the  present  existing 

*  Proclamation.    - 


t 
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interest,,  the  following  alterations  should  take  jpbee 
ill  the  Offices  of  the  Mint,  viz. :  That  the  Office  of 
Warden  should  be  abolished,  and  the  dirties  pcfr 
formed  in  future  by  the  Master  and  Worker,  or  his 
Deputy,  without  any  additional  salary* 

That  the  Comptroller  should  not  in  future  app(»nt 
a  Deputy,  but  that  the  Office  should  be  executed  in 
person. 

That  no  Salary  should  be  granted  hereafter  to  the 
Stamper  of  Money  Weights,  and  that  the  Fees, 
granted  by  Statute  15  G.  III.  c.30,  only  should  be 
taken. 

That  the  Ofiice  of  Governor  of  the  Mint  in  Scot- 
land should  be  held  by  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in 
England,  without  any  special  appointment  for  that 
purpose,  and  without  any  salary,  fee,  or  emolu- 
naent  in  respect  thereof,  and  that  the  buildings  ap- 
propriated to  the  Mint  in  Scotland  should  be  sold, 
and  the  clear  proceeds  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  Ge- 
neral in  Scotland,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  in  the 
same  manner  with  any  other  publick  Monies  ^. 

July  11.  The  issue  of  the  new  Silver  Coins  being 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  purpose  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  answer,  an  Act  was  passied  upon  this  day, 
which  declared  that  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to, 
continue  the  Dollars  and  Tokens  of  the  Bank  of 
England^  in  circulation,   and  ordering  that  they 

u  Slat.  57G.lII.cap.  67. 

31  From  an  account  which  was  ddivered  in  by  the  Bank  on  the 
13th  of  June  1816  it  appeai-s  that  from  the  year  1SQ4  to  1815, 
both  inclusive^  the  Bank  had  issued  in  Dollars  at  5j.  and  5«.  ^A. 
each,  in  Tokens  for  3^.  and  1«.  6J.  to  the  amount  of  a^4,457^649. 
At,  6d.}  and  that  the  receipt  of  Bank  Dollars  and  Tokens  in 
1816  had  exceeded  the  issue  by  ^105, 859. 3«.  6d.  This  excesfr 
must,  I  presume,  have  occurred  upon  calling  in  the  Dollars  at 


GiSORGE   lit.  i4J^ 

IslicHild  not  be  paid  or  received  after  the  25th  day  oJP 
March  1 8 1 8,  on  penalty  of  paying  for  every  such 
Dollar,  &c;  uttered,  offered,  or  tendered  in  pay- 
ment,, any  sum  not  exceeding  five  Pbunds,  nor  less 
than  forty  Shillings,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Justice 
or  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  should  hear  and  deter- 
mine such  offence.  But  nothing  in  the  Act  to  pre- 
vent the  said  Tokens,  &c.  from  being  presented  to 
the  Bank  of  England  for  payment  until  the  25th  of 
March,  1 8^0  ;  or  to  restrain  or  prevent  any  person 
from  selling  them  as  old  iSilver,  at  the  current  price^ 
and  without  regard  to  the  nominal  or  current  valu^ 
at  which  they  were  circulated. 

All  actions  or  suits  to  be  commenced  within 
three  Calendar  months  ne^jt  after  the  fact  com- 
mitted y. 

July  17.  In  consequence  of  this  Act,  Notice  was 
given  by  the  Bank  of  England  that  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  August  all  the  Tokens,  &c.  would  be 
exchanged^  at  the  Bank, either  for  Gold  or  Silver  cur- 
rent Coin  of  tiie  realm,  or  for  the  Notes  of  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  at  the  option  of  the  hblder  *• 

July  22*     This  Notice  was  renewed. 

Oct' lO,  The  Half-Sovereigns  were  made  cur- 
rent upon  this  day  by  Proclamation. 

Their  weight  was  declared  to  be  2  penny  weights 
13,  grains  i%\Wtroy  weight  of  Standard  Gold,  and 
the  Impress  upon  them  was  thus  described  : — The 

4f,  9d,  each,  which  were  marked  with  the  Goldsmiths*  stamp  in 
1797»  and  recalled  after  the  striking  of  Dollars  by  Boulton  in 
1 804.  Of  these  four  and  ninepenny  pieces  2,325,099  were  issued, 
amounting  to  ^552,211.  Os.  3d.     [From  the  same  Account] 

y  Stat.  57 G.  III.  cap.  113. 

2  Notice  in  the  publick  papers. 
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Qby^^i^ iiDpress^^n  the.buead  of  his  Majesty^  vn$h 
tbe  iDscription  georgius  hi.  pfii  gratia^  and  tlie 
djfA^  of  the  y^r ;  the  Reverse  the  Sosigns  Armorial 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  contained  in  a  Shield^  with 
the . inscription  britannmrum  rex:  fid:*  DKPi«, 
vfrith  a  liew  invented  Graining  09  the  edge  of  tbet 
Piece.     . 

Every  such  Piece,  not  weighing  less  than  2  pem< 
i^ weights  13^  grainy,,  to  pass  and  be  received  as  of 
t^  value  pftep  Shillings  of  lawful  Money  of  Great 
Britain  ;^d.  Ireland  in  all  pajrmenits  whatsoever  ^«  / 
tiiPeq,  3.  >  The  Governor  and  Cotoiipany  of  theBanh 
c^.^pgland  repeated  the. Notice  of  the  2id  of  Julfi 
respecting  the  Tpkens^  &c.  issued  by  them  \ 

5,«  ][t  was  at  Last  determined^  0  C9J1  in  ami  .ree0in 
rU  tbe  Copper. Halfpennies  and  Farthings^  eoine^iatl 
Ills  M9jf^^y\^  }HH^t,  ^nd  current  by  virtqe  of  mv 
ProclR]9i$tion. prior  to  the  96th  .diQT  of  July  1797. ..  > 

It  was .  therefore  commanded  .  by.  Proclamation^, 
that,  no  Copper  Monies,  (except;  such  a3.  were  tben^ 
current  by;  virtue  of ,  his  Majesty's  Proclamatioi) 
beariqtg  date  the  26th  of  July  1797,  or  by  any  Pro-t 
clamation  subsequent  .th^eto)  should  be  allowed  t^^. 
p^ss^  in  any  p^ym^nt  whatsoever,,  within  ^hedJuite^, 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britaii> :  jind  Ireland.     Arul..^ 
p|8i^Qs  holdipg  ?ny  of  t|pie  Copper  Monies  of.  the 
Realmj  current  by  virtue  of  4ny  Proclamati<»i  pric^^ 
to  the  said  26th  day  of  July  I797,  who  should^  on 
or  before  the  31st  day  of  the  month  in  which  'the 
Proclamation  was  issued,  brins  the  same  to  the'Of- 
ficers  of  his  Majtisty's  Mint;,  in  b^s  .coptainingiSk^i 
pounds  Avoirdupois  eachy  and  hi  quaotitids  tiotJesiri 

f  Pruclamatioo.  ^  Notice  in  the  publidc-^pelB^  '  '-. 


'  '^   <S^EO«6t  tit.  '  i4f 

tiihtt  three  of  sudilbigs;  ana  iti  tete  ii6il^«kee«i!fi^ 
55  pteces  to'tbe  potetid,  ^or  309o  pieces  tdieadi  bag^ 
of  56  pounds,  shootd  thereufion  receive  fcr  ^fevet^' 
such  bag  ^.6.  Ss.  4d.  For  evety  ba^  kvert^ng^^if' 
pidoes  to  the  potindj'  ^.ff;  <S*.  orf; ;  and  for  ^e'fy-' 
btog  averaging  53  pieces,  '^:d.'3;y.8rf.;  arid  so*^iri^ 
proportion  for  any  less  aiverage  number  of  pieces('tc? 
the^pound^  *      .»    ^.  *  .^. 

'  1818.  Feb.  12.  'On  this  day  the  Governor  iwi^ 
Company  of  iftie  Batik  of  England  repeated  'the?f  •* 
Notice. of  the  «2d  of  July  I8I7,  respecHii^  their^ 
Tokens,  &c.  <*-  and  the  same  was  s^ntf  to^aH*the 
PbsA9»asters,  with  directions  to  put  it  up  in  win^ 
publick  part  of  their  tespective  towni  «.  '  'V  ^ 

March  12.     In  ordfer' to  supply  the  place  6t  thtfse 
Tolcenfe,  &c.  when  they  should  be  taken  ont  of  bir-^ 
cnlMidn,  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  GovenabV'aitd* 
Company  of  ^he  Bank  tff  England  gave  nbtfce,  Vy^ 
pdbUcfc  Adveftisement,  topo/tt  the  12th' of  March, 
tH&t* from  and  after  Ibfe*  Igth  day  of  that  thdnih,  the^ ' 
would  be  ready  to  issiie'  to  each*  of  the  BafnkerS  itt 
London  current  Silver  Coin*  of  the  Aealhi,  to  th<^ 
amount  of  «^.30,00(X,  in  exchange  fbr  Bank  Notesr,^ 
provided  application* should  be  made 'for  the  same' 
b*fore  tJie  5thday»of  Julyf.       *      '  ^^ 

t^:    On  this  day  a,n  Act  was  passed  to  atheild 
thati<|f  the  57th  of  the  King,  chaptet  the  1 13th.    !t 

c  proclamation.    .  .     ^  Notice  from  the  Bank  of  Engjland;      , 
«.  Notice  from  the  General  Post  Office,  .  1 

»^lNoti'ce  in  the  publict  papers.  This  was  repeated  in  t^e  Lon-*" 
difeG^iet^te  of  thel^  ctf  ^AkftU  in  a  Notice  giveil  by'thd- 
S{)eakdraf  the  HouuMjof  Cdmtnons^  dn*purM|^kiee'  of  ike  seM^tal  < 
Acts  made  for  the  continuance  of  the  restriction  on  payments  of 
cashbytheBj^nlai'' "  I'i'?   ■  ^'.'i'"/  >      ..*,..'.■ 
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extended  the  time  for  the  circulation  of  Bank  Dol- 
larS)  &c.  from  the  ^5th  of  March  (to  which  it  had 
been  limited  by  the  fornier  Act)  to  the  5th  day  of 
July  in  this  year. 

And  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the 
said  5th  day  of  July,  until  and  upon  the  5th  day  of 
April  181^  ff,  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  any 
person  to  utter,  &c.  such  Dollars,  &c.  in  payment  of 
any  Taxes,  &c.  or  of  any  Postage,  or  in  the  purchase 
of  any  stamped  Paper,  or.  in  payment  of  any  Rent, 
or  of  any  parochial  or  other  publick  Rate,  or  in 
payment  to  any  Banker,  or  any  common  Carrier,  or 
to  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  for  the 
purpose  of  such  Dollars,  &c.  being  transmitted  to 
the  Bank  of  England ;  and  that  any  person  who 
should,  during  the  said  periods,  respectively  offer, 
utter^  or  tender  in  payment,  any  such  Dollars,. &c. 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  should  not 
be  Kable  to  ahy  penalty  under  the  Act  of  the  57th. 
of  the  King,  which  was  to  remain  in  full  force^  ex^- 
cept  only  so  &r  as  it  was  altered  by  the  exprefi» 
words  of  the  Act  now  made. 

And  further  it  was  enacted,  that  the  Act  now 
inade  might  be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed  by 
any  Act  or  Acts  which  might  be  passed  in  the  pre- 
sent Session  of  Parliament*^, 

i  By  the  former  Act  this  period  extended  to  25th  March  1S20. 

h  Stat.  58  G.  III.  c.  14. 

la  the  Bill,  as  originally  framed,  there  was  a  clavise  to  prerent 
those  who  should  receive  such  Dollars,  &c.  for  the  purposes 
specified  in  the  Act,  from  uttering^  &c.  any  such  Dollars^ 
&c.  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever  except  to  such  Receiver^ 
or  other  person  or  persojis.  tq  whom  the  person  or  persona 
receiving  any  such  Dollars^  &c.  should  be  by  law  bound  to 
iiccount  and  to  }iay  the  saipq,,  or,  to  the  Governor  and  Company 


GEOR€E  Hi.  I4g 

^Ane  1.  According  to  an  Account  of  this  ikte^ 
delivered  in  to  the  House  of  Commons,  there  had 
been  coined  to  that  day  inclusive. 

Gold.  Issued  to  the  Bank  in  1 8 1 7. 

Sovereigns  5,406,517.  ^•3,224,025: 

Half  Ditto  3,103,474.  ^.1,037,295. 

Of  these  there  had  been  issued  from  the  Bank, 
^        Sovereigns  -  2,848,067.     0^.     od. 
Half  Ditto  -      646,942.  10^.     od. 

Silver. 
Number  of  Shillings  -  50^490,000. 
■  Sixpences    30,436,560  K 

The  number  of  Half  Crowns  is  not  specified  in 
this  Return  ;  but  in  a  former  Account  of  the  Silver 
Coinage  during  the  year  1817,  which  was  presented 
on  the  15th  of  April  in  this  year,  it  appears  that 
there  had  then  been  coined  in  those  ^  pieces 
^.1,125,630. 

July  27.  On  this  day  Was  a  Trial  of  the  Pix,  when 
Silver  Coins  to  the  amount  of  <3^.1 ,567,962,  and 
Gold  Coins  of  the  value  of  ^.6^434,032.  10^.  orf., 

of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  to  some. Banker,  or  other  persoi^ 
^r  the  purpose  of  their  being  transnaitted  directly  to,the  Bank  ol 
£ngland. 

Tliis  restraint  was,  however,  I  presume,  thought  to  be  unne- 
cessary, and  therefore  the  clausd  was  rejected.'  The  alteration 
of  the  time  for  the  final  ceasing  of  the  circulation  of  these  pieces 
was  with  great  propriety  atmoiinced  to  the  publick  by  a  notice 
fixed  up  in  all  the  Post  Offices,  by  authority. 

The  total  quantity  of  the  Bank  Tokens  of  both  sizes  was  in 
weight  911,6r'llb.4oz.  Idwt.^Ogr.  making  in  value  ^3,469,973. 
ISs.  9d.  Of  this  sum  about  cfi'6CiO,000.  were  struck  with  the  first 
dies.  '  '         ^  •  ' 

»  According  to  an  account  delivered  in  upon  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1818,  there  were  coined  from  old  Silver  Coins  sShBl6fi3S 
Ss.  id.  and  about  half  a  minion  remained  to  be  coined. 
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tmiiei.ttied,>aii€l  the  foVowing  Verdict  leturoed  by 
th^  Jwy:  ' 

Silver  Coioa^  in  fineness    -    ^    ^^    -    .-    StaiuiaRi* 

^       i .  lb. '  oz.  dwt.   gr, 

in  weight  -    -      Lack     o     1,6    ^^ 
^  within  Remedy    078      4 

Gokl  Qpips^  in  finenes3     -    -     -     -     -    Standard. 
'..,.  in  weight   -     -    Lack     0     0     5     14 

.       ^  within  Remedy    0    4    0     18 

J,  The  existing  Laws  being  found  insufficient  to 
prevent  the  .Sovereigns  and  Half  Sovereigns  from 
l^ifig  taken  out  of.  currency,  and  either  destroyed  or 
^;s(port^d^., the. Bank  was  under  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting, £(  stop  to  the  igsue  of  those  Coins,  a)>out  th^ 
letter  end  of  this  month,  and  to  substitute  Guineas 
j^d  Silver  Coins  in  their  stead *^.  y 

October.  In  this  month  ^he  first  Crqwn  Pje^j^s 
jeyer  m^de  currjent  during  the  reign  of  his  present 
M%ji?sty  were  issued  from  the  Bank  *.  "        ,  ,^ 

^  J. Four  jijundred  ^i  these  pieces  were  delivered  Jtp 
each  o^  the  Bank<^];'s  in  London,  with  the  following 
very  singular  caution,  from  which  it  should  seem 
that  the  Mint  considers  them  rather  as  Medals,  to 
bp  placed  ii>  Cabinets,  than  as  Coins  for  regular 
cijrrency:  —  "The  bag  f;9ntains  10  paper  parcels, 
^^\k  j^rqel  holding  40  pieces,  making  the  whqle 
contents  of  the  bag  400  Crowns,  or  ^.  1 00  value. 
ft  being  desirable  in  the  first  issues  of  the  hew 
Crowns,  that  the  pieces  should  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  publick  ^s  perfeqt  as  .possible,  it  is  recom- 

k  ^.  James's  Chronide,^  Jtiljr  SS^-i-SO,  181«.  The  same  pw^r 
stated  the  price  of  standard  foreign  Gold  in  bars  to  be  a£4.  It:  6d. 
perooncr-  ^htch  ii^l  Buflteiently"  acconnt  for  the  disappearance 
ofth6Sd^erdglis.«     '        ^     '      "       *  *  ' 

)  A  representation^  of  &im  is  given  in  Suppl^  Part  11.  Ffote'XIV. 


mended  to  th^  Bankei's/ih'the'dffttHtnitioii  ofthenr^ 
'  that  they  should  use  precautions  to  prevent^  tW  itrP 
pf^fifeioto'bieing  injured^  as  mirdi  as  possible."*^  ^ 
The  style  which  was  used  upon  the  Coins,  in 
this  reign,  varied  from  that  of  the  two  preceding 
tnonarchs  only  in  the  number,  until  the  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  when  it  \^as  altered  t6 

(7EORGIUS  III.  DEI  GRATIA  BRITaI^NIARUM  REX  FIDEI 

DEFENSOR,  upou  the  Gojd  and  Silver  Coins ;  whilst 
the  Copper  Money  retained  the  usual  legend  of 
GEORGius  III.  D.  G.  REX.  on  the  Obvcrse,  witH 
BRITANNIA  or  HiBERNiA  On  tW  Kcverse,  according 
to  the  Kingdom  for  whose  use  it  was  intended.  The 
Crown  Piece  has  on  the  iedge  in  raised  letters  decus 
ET  TUTAMEN  A.  ji.  Lviii.  Instead  of  these  barbarous 
Numerals  the  words  Quinquagesimo  octavo  surely 
"ought  to  have  been  adopted.* 

'  It  is  true  that  the  Roman  Numerals  were  used 
when  this  inscription  first  appeared  upon  the  tw6 
Iskrger Pieces  in  the  15th  year  of  Charles  II.  but  the 
date  was  given  in  w6rds  at  length  in  his  sSth  year, 
and  the  same  has  been  continued  without  variation 
until  the  present  time.  '  See  Fdlkes's  Table,  p.  io8.. 
The  Coins  which  have  been  struck  in  Gold  are 
the  Guinea,  Half,  and  Quarter  Guinea"*,  and  thfe 

Seven  Shillings  Piece,  the  Sovereign^  and  HalfSo^ 

J  •         ,  «... 

m  St.  James's  Chronicle,  Oct.  17—20,  1818.  This  recoqi^ 
mendation  was  conveyed  to  the  different  Banking  Houses  through 
the  medium  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

'^  These  were  found  to  be  so  troublesome  and  apt  to  be  los(t^ 
XhfiX  they  were  stopped  as  they  capue  into  the  Bank  of  Englaod  *, 
rand  thus  silently  annihilated. 

"  U'>        '   '       ' — .  '■'.  '■■■.'»'  —  '      '     '         ■  ■*,; 

_  *  It  is  computed  that  the  whole  Cash  of  the  Kingdoms  p^ses  through 

^^e  Bank  oqc^  in  three  years.  [Pinkertoir's  Essay  en  Medals^  vol.  II.  77,J 
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pereign*  In  Silver  the  Crown,  Half  Crown,  Shil^ 
^  A<  i^  Jing,  Sixpence,  Fourpence,  Threq>enc^  Twopence, 
^  Jl.  J^iu^  and  Penny ;  in  Copper  the  TwQpeme,  Penny,  Halfr 
.te,,.^  C^  penny,  and  Farthing  ^.. 


^  y<fce_  z      o  Those  in  itallcks  do  not  appear  before  in  the  English  series, 
*/U^\)^lA^^   /^for  though  the  name  of  the  Sovero^  is  fandlia]:  to  the  English 

Numismatist^    yet  it  caUs  to  bis  recollection  a  Coin  perfectly 

'^'^^  '^*'*^'*t^issimilar  to  the  modern  Sovereign. 

J^^-i%*^u^  With  the  vanity  of  an  Author;  who,  having  convinced  himself 


4^    CmJ-a^tMyf-- 


^»^*^r*4^4>i^ 


yUc^t^  'J%Lc^>  ^'^  *  particular  point,  thinks  that  all  mankind  must  of  necessity 

'     have  formed  the  same  opinion,  I  thus  concluded  the  former  TEdi- 

/%e*^  ^  «tr^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  Work,  which  was  brought  down  only  to  the  end  of 

^»>*Hj^  -^H4^     the  year  1810 : 

''  The^e  Annals  have  at  length  reached  the  period  fixed  for 
their  termination  j  and  it  is  a  period  of  peculiar  interest,  as  it 
^*-*-^^^  ^  ^  58  now  allowed,  I  believe,  on  all  hands,  that  the  principles  on 
te^    ^-is^m^    which  the  Coinage  has  hitherto  been  conducted  can  be  acted 

tipon  no  longer,  and  that  a  new  system  must  be  adopted/' 
But  the  Coinages  of  1816  and  1817  have  since  taught  me  that 
yc^  4"  ^^fc—    experience  and  conviction  are  not  inseparable  companions. 

•      *?  z/'  Those  Coinages,  however,  have  in  my  eyes  merit  of  a  peculiar 

^^^-^^  kind.     Had  they  been  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  support- 

/^^£^Cr^  /z  ing  my  theory^  they  could  hardly  have  done  it  more  efiectually 
^    .  Ihan  they  have  done  by  foUowiog  it  in  one  iobtance,  and  by 

C^^i^n^  ^' fiU  abandoning  it  in  others. 

i^W^  -^^^^  -     '^^^  Silver  Coinage  has,  by  a  diminution  of  the  weight,  been 

^    hitherto  preserved  from  the  melting  pot,  whilst  the  coarseness 

^  of  its  workmanship  afforded  such  facility  to  imitation,  that  the 

real  Coins,  and  the  Counterfeits,  were  ready  for  deliveiy  almost  at 

•the  same  instant. 

By  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  Sovereigns,  upon  a  rise  in 

the  value  of  Bullion,  and  the  stop  which  is  now  put  to  the  issue 

of  ifhem  for  the  present,  my  opinion,  that  so  long  as  Coin  and 

Bullion  are  made  of  equal  value,  it  will  be  impossible  to  retain 

the  former  in  circulation,  has  been  unfortunately  corroborated. 

I  Whether  this  recent  experience  will  produce  conviction  more 

I  readily  than  the  accumulation  of  facts,  deduced  from  ancient 

j  times,  has  been  able  to  do,  I  dare  not  presume  to  determine. 

Past  transactions  lead  me  to  fear  that  the  case  is  hopeless, 
until  absolute  necessity  shall  enforce  the  alteration. 
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The  Mints  u«ed  in  that  part  of  this  reign  through 
ivhich  these  Annals  extend^  are  the  Tower,  Soho, 
and  those  in  the  German  Dominions, 

CONCLUSION. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  foregoing  historical 
detail,  it  is  evident,  that  a  fundamental  error  has 
pervaded  the  system  of  Coinage  from  the  earliest 
jperiod  to  the  present  times,  and  has  vitiated  eveny 
proceeding  under  it;  I  mean  the  mistaken  notion, 
that  pains  and  penalties  can  be  devised  more  power- 
ful in  their  effect  than  the  temptations  of  avarice. 

Hence  arose  the  making,  originally,  the  Coins  of 
equal  value  in  weight  and  in  tale  ;  which  afforded 
such  an  opportunity  of  gain  by  uttering  light  imi- 
tations of  them. 

'  Hence,  the  cruel  punishments  enacted  by  the 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Anglo-Norman  Laws,  against 
counterfeiters. 

Hence,  divers  absurd  and  inejEiectual  Statutes, 
such  as,  those  which  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
Money,  enforced  the  importation  of  Bullion,  regu- 
lated its  value  by  the  price  given  in  the  Mint,  con- 
fined the  purchase  of  it  to  the  King's  Officers  there, 
and  forbade  the  exchange  of  Coins,  for  profit,  by  any 
but  the  King's  Exchangers. 

AH  these  are  strong  indications  ofignoranceof  the 
principles  of  trade,  and  will  be  found,  by  reference 
to  the  Annals,  to  have  been  totally  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  intended. 

^  Very  few  of  these  mistakes  have  been  corrected  in 
.  modern  times,  but  innumerable  others  have  been 
added  to  them ;   the  principal  of  which  I  shall  enu- 
merate. 
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'^Fl^st;  th^  giving  up  the  S^gnorage  6y  Ring 
Clftirfes  II.  'in  consequence  of  which  the  pub>f^ 
was  burthened  with  the  ejrpenfee  of  coinage.      '  "  • 

The  effect  which  was  intended  to  be  produced  by 
Hh\s  measufe,  was  probably  a  constant  supply  of 
'^Mon^y.  But  the'  Istctual  effect  has  been  a  rerftrir- 
daiticy'df  thote  Coins  only  which  afforded  a  pfo<% 
iipon  coinage,  iVithout  nrachjregard  to  the  convc^- 
^liience  of  the  pubtick. 

'Secondly,  the  allowing  Coins  of  the  same  deno- 
•hmitttibn,  and  cut-rent  value,  but  of  different  weight, 
\i>  circulate  atthe  same  time. 

This  was  done  in  some  small  degree  when  Charles 
)I1w'fii^t  issued  his  Copper  Halipehnies,  but  has  been 
bf  lati  carried  to. a  ruinous  extent,  especially  in  the 
CJopper  Coinage  ;  where  Boulton's  pieces,  and' the 
Tower  Halfpennies,  (not  more  than  half  their 
weight)  have  been  permitted  to  run  together  p.  The 
Fast  diminished  Coinage  which  was  issued  from 
Soho,  added  to  this  absurdity,  an  impression  similarr 
tb  that  of  the  heavier  Coins  from  the  same  Mint« 
"'•Thirdly,  the  weighing'of  Coins,  which  is  an  ab- 
solute departure  from  the  first  principles  of  Coinage; 
fbt  the  stamping  of  Money  was  Originally  devised 
inr'-dhdef  to 'prevent  the  trouble  of  weighing  and 
assaying. 

'Fourthly,  the  continuing  the  Coins  at  the  samte 
weight,  notwithstanding  the  variations  in  the  price 
of-Bu'ltton.  This  practice  deceived  an  unfortunate 
confirmation  a*  the  great' He-doinage  in  thewign  of 
King  William  III.,  when  it  was  sanctioned  by  the 
opinion  pf  Mr.  Locke^.'in  defiance  of  facts,    from 

P  'niis'error^^  refo toed 'by  calling  in  tte^owcr  Halfpen- 
nies^ &c.  in  1817- 


COMC|^SIOK< 


m 


whith  be  might  haw  karned.  to. ex{)ect,i^ha^^  disap- 
pearance of  the  Coins  which  toak » pjaeet  ii^  a..yeiy^ 
feiv  3^ars  from  the  time  wbeatbey.vi^re  formed  ao^ 
$^iding  to  his  plan.  { 

It  might  reasonably  have. been  presumed,  tbf^ 
such  an  instance  of  the  sudden  .deijt^ction.  jc»^/a 
Coinage  sq  conducted  would  have  produced. coqy^f;- 
tion  thattthe  principle  was  «rroneouj» ;  but  .the  tbi^fy 
appears  to  have  been  rather  confirmed  than  we^fcei;!^ 
by  it;  4kfid  it  is  even  no\V  pcted  upon  with  respect 
,to  the  .most  important  part  of  the  Coinage^ .  wbibA  it 
is  abandoned  in  that  where  iia  adoption  would  he  of 
'Comparatividy  trivial  oonsequencQ^  i       » 

r>  The  efieot  is,  that  n^riy  all  the  Gold  Coins  hapife 
.been  mdked'down,  and  will  be  again  melted  upon 
every  issue  of  them,  notwithstanding  any  pains  anjd 
^penalties  which  may  be  enacted* '  <      V 

Fifthlyy  the  barbarouis  workmanship  of  the  Coin&?. 
.  If  it  were  intended  to  tempt  the  unwary  to  com<^ 
4aiit!.tlie, crime  of  counterfeiting,  a  more^effectv^l 
mode  !  could  not  have  been  ^  devised,  than  that  of 
making  the  Workmanship  of  the  Money  rfidei  jand 
^oooaequently  easy  of  imitation. 
t .  The  effect  of  this  is,  that  \  almost  every  worker >i>f 
^iion  can  sink  a  die  to  imitate  the  present  Coinage.. 

Sixthly,  inattention  to  the  proportionate  value  of 
'  Gold  and  Silver,'  in  determining  the  weight  of  the 
respective  Coins^.  ,  -  >    , 

.  IncoDfiequ^enice  of  this  error,  that^metal  which  is 
overMahiedthuy^  up  and  oonsumes  the  other. 

^  I  have  inserted  this  amongst  the  error^  of  modem  times,  be* 
cause  it  cannot  now'be  pleaded,  as  it  ^igh^  have  been  b^  our  aa- 
ct^toffx  that  aftists  more  ^^ilful  ^  npt  to  be  procuied. 
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Listljr,  the  alteration  in  the  mode  of  Trial  of  the 
Pix,  from  a  period  of  three  months  to  one  of  an 
uncertain  length,  sometimes  of  considerable  extent; 
so  that  several  millions  of  Money  have  been  put  into 
isirculatidn  without  a  previous  Trial  by  a  Jury. 

All  these  are^  in  my  judgment,  deviations  from 
'  the  true  principles  bf  Coinage.    The  follow^ing  sog-^ 
gestions  may  possibly  facilitate  our  return  into  the 
r^t  path. 

•  The  theory  of  Coinage  must  be  simplified,  by 
casting  out  of  it  the  consideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  our  Money  will  be  received  by  the  neigh- 
bouring Nations'.  For  they  will  take  it  only  as 
Bullion^  and  if  the  balance  of  trade  be  against  us,^ 
and  must  be  made  good  by  Gold  arid  Silver,  it  is 
most  expedient  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  plain 
metal,  which  will  cost  nothing  in  the  Coinage. 

The  theory,  thus  simplified,  will  regard  only  the 
convenience  of  the  subjects  of  that  monarch  by 
whom  the  Money  is  struck ;  and  therefore,  in  our 
case,  the  sole  consideration  will  be,  whether  we  will 
receive  the  Coins  at  such  a  weight  as  the  highest 
price  which  Bullion  has  ever  attained  will  allow,  or 
whether  we  will  be  cointented  with  a  scarcity  of 
Gold,  with  adulterated  Silver  and  Copper,  and  the 
miserable  expedient  of  filling  up  the  void,  either 
with  Tokens,  or  with  Paper  Money  of  any  man's 
issuing,  who  can  find  credit  suflScient  to  force  it  into^ 
currency^. 

If  we  are,  as  unquestionably  we  with  justice  may 

r  Does  any  Nation^  but  ours,  circulate  Coins  at  a  lower  rate 
than  their  actual  value  as  fiullion  ? 

s  This  is  in  efiect  coining,  without  the  expense  which  atteaids 
the  striking  and  circulation  of  Bullion. 
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foe,  dissatisfied  with  that  compound  medium  which 
IS  now  in  circulation^  the  remedy  seems  to  be  of  nti 
difficult  attainment. 

Let  the  weight  of  the  Coins  be  so  reduced  as  to 
prevent  their  being  affected  by  variations  in  the 
price  of  Bullion^ ;  and  let  the  workmanship  of  them 
be  of  the  most  exquisite  kind  that  the  artists  of  this 
country  can  effect '*.  By  these  meaas^  the  destnic^ 
tion  of  the  Money  by  melting  will  be  prevented,- 
and  the  possibility  of  counterfeiting  will  be  confined 
to  workmen  of  the  highest  order,  who  will  rarely  be 
tempted  to  fraud  by  the  pressure  of  want  \ 

Let  the  standard  of  fineness  be  continued  as  here*' 
tofore;  because  few  persons  are  able  to  judge  with 
accuracy  of  the  nature  of  alloy  ;  but  every  man  can 

t  Louis  d*ors  and  Napoleon  d'ors  *  have  an  extrinsic  value  as 
Coin  of  about  one  and  a  half  per  Cent. ;  the  extrinsic  value  of 
Doubloons  and  Portugal  Gold  is  above  two  per  Cetot.  [A.  A. 
Coldsmid^s  Evidence.    BulJion  Report,  p.  65.] 

u  The  cost  of  this  must  necessarily  be  deducted  from  the 
weight  of  the  Coins^  and  it  wiU  not  be  expended  in  vain. 

V  This  idea  is  powerfully  confirmed  by  the  following  passage  in 
the  life  of  that  eccentric,  but  highly  skilful  artist  Benvenuto  Cel- 
lini.—  *'  His  Holiness  asked  me  whether  I  could  think  of  making 
counterfeiting  AJoney.    I  answered  that  I  thought  myself  diuch* 
better  able  to  counterfeit  Coins  than  the  low  fellows,  that  were ^ 
generally  guilty  of  that  crime  -,  for^  added  I,  the  men  who  com- 
mit such  foul  deeds^  are  not  persons  of  any  great  genius,  that 
can  gain  much  by  their  business.     Now  if  I  make  such  profits 
with  my  slender  abilities,  that  I  have  always  Money  to  spare,  and 
what  I  have  earned  with  credit  was  ever  sufficient  to  maintain^ 
me — what  occasion  have  I  to  become  a  forger,  an  infamous 
ti*ade,  which  .would  not  turn  out  so  much  to  my  benefit  ?" 
[Vol.  L  p.  212.] 

*  They  are  worse  than  Sterling  If  graiu.    Bullion  Report,  p.  35. 
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wejgh  the  Coins^  and  therefore  the  diibiintticMi  i^ 
that' respect  will  be  <dpen  to  the  exam  nation  of  all. 
*  Let  the  Money  be  made  smaller  in  dijameter^  and 
of  greater  thickness  that!  it  is  at  present,  in  order  to 
allow  higher  relief  to  the  raipression,  and  to  prevent* 
the  loss  of  weight  by  weanng,  which  is  in  agirebt 
degree  acccrdit^g  to  the  extent  of  surface.    This*- 
will  also,  allow  the  edges  to  be  defended  by  the  im- 
pression of  a  legend. 

liet  thcproportionate  value  of  Gold  Und  Silver  to' 
earfi'  other  be  accurately  adjusted,  that  the  over- 
rating of  one-  may  not  produce  the  destruction  of» 
the^c^het*.  ' 

^'And  let  the  quantity  of  the  various  metals  to  ,b0' 
d^tned  be  i*egula*ed,  according  to  the  nat»l«  t^t' 
the  exchanges  which  are  most  commonly  eflfected.  * 
These,  from' the  increase  of  wealth  amongst  us-,  ivM 
retjtiife  that  the  Gold  should  form  the  principal  patt^ 
of  the  O^iniage,  and  that  the  Silver  and  Coppef'^ 
shoofM'  be  considered  only  as  aliquot  parts,-  or  as^ 
fractiofisv  of  it '^.  " 

If  this  plan,'  of'  something  equivalent  to  it,  can- 
not be  adopted,  the  Cdinage  of  Gold  and  Silv^- 
must  be  Ii4 together  abaildoned,    and  those  met^ll^ 
must  circuUte,  as  theydoin  China,  by  weight,     -- ' 

But  surely  the  time  is  not  yet  come,  wheti  ft-wttfc 
be  necessary,  'of  eveti  eicpedient,  to  niake  sb  near  kn 
approach-to  the  barbarism  of  simple  barter.     The ^ 
gooj^^ sense  6{  the  people*  will  f(^l  ttiffe  propriety  of 

^  This  appears  to  ,be  t^  cojpi]jioi>.j^9^-es§ /)f  p^|i^A.,,Jt^ 
was  so  in  the  instance  of  the  Roman  Money.  r 

*'  Mtb.  dabant  olim,  melms  nunc  omen  in  auro  est, 

Victaque  concedit  prisca  monetincMe.       '^^ ^- ^ ' S' I  * '  ^  • ' * 

...  Ovid.  Fasti.  Lib.  I.  T.ni. 
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Tcgakting  the  weight  of  the  Money.5  aecortliagito^ 
the  Jnereased  value  of  the  precis  metals ;  a^  they 
vriU  readily  agree  to  a  diminution  of  weight,  propor* 
tianed  to  the  G^curiity  which  they  will  receiii^e  against 
the  imposition  of  counterfeits^ 

^.One  thing  alone  will  then  be  wanting  to  the  per^f  t 
feet  ion  of  the  Coinage,  and  that  is,  the  supers^dingf 
of  heraldick  easigns  by  Rev^se^  allusive  to  publi<fckri 
events,  according  to  the  proposal  of  Dean  Swift  inr 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne^  which  has,  been  aln^^y 
mentioned,  but  is  m  my  mind  of  so  gn&ajt.iinpo^t;^* 
ance  that  I  do.  not  scruple  tq  repeat/  itr 

^^  By  this  means  medals  that  are  at  present  oiriyal^ 
dead  treasure,  or  n^^re  euriosittiies^  will.beof  usc^in 
the  ordinary  commerce  <^. life,  aii(id,.:at  the  $ain#. 
titne,  perpetuate  the  glories,  of  the  monarches  reiga^ 
reward  the  labours  of  his .  greatest  subjects;  kee^. 
aHve  in.  the  people  a  tgraititude  for .  publick  services^ 
and.excite  the  emulation*  of  posterity.  To  these  ge* 
nefous  purposes  nothing  oaa  so  much  contri;bute  a/si 
medals  of  this  kind,  which  are  of  undoubted,  autbo^ 
ji^9  of  necessary  use  and  observation,  not  p^i^h- 
aUe;  by '  time,  uor  confined  to  any  eertaaa  plac^;^. 
pf pperities  not  to  be  found  ia  books,  statues^  picn 
tures,  buildings,  or  any  other  mbmimeut&  of,  illoo^. 
tpii^Hs laQtions."^^    -  •  .n  ••""'' 

>!  w^uld  not,  however,  limit  the  Reverses  to  the 
sole  recording  ofiwha^t  are  commonly  understood  to 
hp-Mlmf^'ioM^  (iction&i  but  wopld  extend  th^xr^pto^ 
vince  so  as  to  comprehend  all  remarkable  discoveries 
jxi  manufactiirea,  coitinierce,'  art,  or  science,  or,  in 
short,  to  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  perfection 
and  happiness  of  ^an. 

»  Guardian,  vol.  U.  N^  96. 


160 


SOME  ACCOUNT 

d^   IffiB   VARIOUS   MINTS  'ANB    ESk^ffA^OSS 

•  ■    >     -  • 

WHICH    HAVE    BEEN    ESTABLISHED 


t  /         .  .  .  .  ■     ,      -  .  *'••.=  •  '     •  J   1 1 


IJJ  jPiEITAIN   AiND   ITS   IWBPENIIENCIES. 

4 


1 } 


r^  .  i  •   •«!    n» 


^X  a.Ypry.  parly  perjo^  in  the  IJwtory  of  Bvitait^ 
when  the^qommunicatioa  between  its  different  parM 
w^  extremely  .iipperjfect,.  it  becaine.  necessary^ to 
Q^tal?ilis|;i  JVfints  and  Exchanges  not  QoJy  in  the  chief 
City,,  but  a)s9  in.varipus  other  placen^ifpr- the p«R* 
pose,  of  supplying  the^  oeighbouriRg  districts  ^wtd* 
Moix,^y,  Jo  .carjfy  on  their,  cpmra^rp*?*.     To  th^^ 
njecef3ity  ^^one  s^ch  establishment  is  to  be  asca-i^^jt 
and   accordingly  we  find  tl^^t,,  by  degrees,  i^.th^^ 
communication  opened,  the  subordinate  Mij^t^  Wnd 
Exchanges  sunk  into  disuse,  and  one  fked  in  the 
Metropolis  was  found  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  the 
supply  of  the  whole  Kingdp^ni?.  .  .j 

Athelstan  appears  to  havcfbecyfi  the  first  Monareh?. 
who  enacted  any  regnlatiotis  for  the  Government  of 
the  Mints.     In  his  Laws,  which  were  promulgated 
aboiit  the  year  928,  he  provided  that  one  sprt  of/ 
C;oin  only  should  be  current  throughout  the.King^. 
dpm,,4Rd  glinted  tO'Variotts  towns,  by  ilame^' 4'>' 
number  of  IVforteyers  ptopoftl6nate  to  their  size  and^ 

:»  In  the  Wardrobe  Account 'ctf' the  28th  year  of  Edward  II* 
may  be  seen  a  variety  of  chaises  ter  Ihe  etpeiise  of  carrying'^ 
Money^^om  one  placfe  «a  anfrtwfeh  -^it  \4^  always  converted  <2^'' 
horseback,  in  badcete  or  patii^rs/  akid  axtc^panf^  by  a  ^atK^ 
[Ub.  j^ot/CoMriftrotulatmi»<Saisi#»t>to^  '..     >!•.<<  / 
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consequence,  and  to  all  boroughs  of  inferi<»r-  rank 
one  Moneyer  each  \  ^ 

These  Mints  were  under  the  controul  of  thai; 
within  the  Tower  of  London,  from  whence,  ate  pam- 
mount,  the  Dies  were  issued  ^ ;  for  which  the  Mo-  ' 
neyers  paid  a  regular  fee  upon  every  alteration  of 
the  Coins.  They  al^  paid  ^m  annfuai  Vent,  which 
in  the  City  of  Lincoln  amounted  to  ^.75,  (according 
to  the  statement  in  Domesday  Book,)  a  very  con^- 
derable  sum  at  that  time.  The  rents  of  the  othier 
Mints  were,  however,  much  inferior  to  this  ^. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  subordinate  Mints 
which  belonged  to  the  Crown;  but  there  were 
others  likewise  of  which  it  is  necessary  that  sorrie* 
ai^tount  should  be  given.  They  were  fotinded  either 
upon  Qsrurpation,  or  upon  grants  from  the  Sovereign 
to  individuals,  or  to  bodies  of  men,  on  account  oT  V 
the  offices  held  by  tbetti «. 

^  WiJkins'9  Leges  AngJo-SaxbnicaBj  p.  59.     See  the  nsMues  of* 
these  places,  under  the  year  928,  in  the  Annals  of  the  Coinage.  . 

c  Except  for  a  short  period,  by  a  /particular  Grant  of  King 
Edward  IV.  to  the  Bishops  of  Durham  3  but  the  privilege  of  eD« 
gmving  their  own  dies  seems  to  have  been  r^evoked  early  in  the 
next  reign.    See  Aocount  of  the  Epiiscopal  Mint  of  Durham. 

«*  See  the  History  of  the  di£ferent  Mints.    . 

e  Mr.  Whitaker  is  of  opinion  that  every  Saxon  Baron  exer- 
cised in  his  mansion  the  most  remarkabl<»  attribute  of^  baronial . 
royalty,  and  minted  his  own  Money ;  and  ihsit  ithis  was,  eveA 
^ow  the  Conc{uest,  the  common  privilege  of  all  the  Barons  in 
the  Kingdom.  [History,  of  Manchester,  vol.  U.  p.  2^3.]  In  a 
note,  he  derives  this  privilege  from  the  right  of  sitting  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  says  it  was,  in  consequence,  exercised  by  the  Saxon 
Bishops  ',  and  that  it  was  *'  plainly  mentioned**  in  the  Laws  of 
Athelstanj  which  ordain«d  that  thene  should  be  one  Coiner  in 
every  other  Bui^.  [Id.  p.  931.]  But  it  may  justly  be  doubted 
whether  that  clause  does  not  prcve  the  reverse  of  Mr.  Wbitaker's 
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i  Ofthl^ifintMbd  wM«ithafie.uDattthc>ri«ed  Miots 
which  ^  abovmcfod  in  the  tiijcbulent  reign,  of  Stephen^ 
wb€b'6y^f]rtMipQtalaod  spiritaal  Bdron  considered 
himself  as  the  Kaog  of  Im  peouliiir  district^  and> 
presuming mpMi  the  weakness  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vermrienty  aseturoed  aU  the  prerogatives  of  Royalty^ 
and  especially  that  valuable  one  of  striking  Moneys 
i  ■  Foom  the  aecounts  given,  by  Historiaps  it  should 
seem^tbit  immense  4|iianti ties,  of  these  Goins  must. 
hdve>  been  struck,  and  it;  is  therefore  difficult  to 
Conceive  in  what  manner  tbey  haver  been  so  effectu- 
ally destroyed^  as  that  not  one  of  them  should  have 
f«ached  tdour  times.  This. is,  howcFer,  actually 
the  oase^^  and  it  may  perhaps  be  thus  accounted, f^pir. 
Asr it.  miist  ha¥^  been  for.  the  interest.of.  th<rse.I/pnoU 
that  'their  Money  should  circulate  beypnd  their  Qffm 
distftets;  for  otherwise  the  quantity  which  thijy  fjp^^ 
coin  would  have  been  extremely  limiiedj  it -is  tfff}^ 
presumed,  that  although,  the  Coins  weii^,.actu2^y|[ 
atrack  in  defiance  of  t^ reigning  Monarqhi  yet.t^ey 
nevei^tbeleaB  borei  his  image  and  superscription ;  a^ 
tbecefore  cannot,  at  this > time,  be  distinguished jf'oi;^ 
his  legitimate  Coins.  If  any  of  these  Barons^.  4?r 
«p4sing  the  prol&t^  and., eager  tp  assert  his  own  i;)0e- 
pendence^  stamped  his  ow.n.  name  and  effigies .  iipi^y^ 
bk  iMoney^.  such  .Coins  iwould  unquestioua|b\y^  ,h9 

position  ^  for  the  grant  was  surely  unnecessary^,  if  the  privilege 
were  inherent  in  every  Barony.  I  have  not  met  with  ariy  evid^nie 
to  prove  that  it  was  evei*  claimed  liy  tHe  6aron^  5  and'tbe  tmly -in- 
s^SQce^bich  Is  lecordfid  of  its  iifihg  ^pesssdly  exiem^fd  jiQTy tl]fenv 
that  is,  int|ie,i»igaof|C\«g^plifn,  is  ftrong^y  ii^e^^^ 
historians  as  an  usurpation  of  power.  .     , 

f  Except  that  which  forms  pfo  2l^  in  tke  second  Pfate  of  the 
Sapplemem  P^'ll.  stioifld'bb'  t^d^i&^ki  ah  EiiglLvBaronl^ 
Coin.  %  u 
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amotigsft  the  foremost  whi<;h  Krng^  H^mylLvcaiiied 
to  be  re-coined^  soom  after  bis  alb(!t(»8kM»^td•ilua 
ttn'otie^  when  h^  hsd  destroyed  tfacte  Caftles  whcfra 
the  adulterate  Mrnts  were  establit»bM<  ^  ^  >  <  ^  u  n 

'  'f  am  t^onsciotis  that  these  argufiieiitiare'nQt»ODftt 
eluisrive  ^s  to  the  total  disappearance^  cf  thow  CSoiiu^ 
though^  'they  may  go  some  way  towards  aooonntiag 
folrit;  and  I  am  inclined  to  suspect^  either  that^all 
snch  Mon^  was  strudk  in  imitation^ of  the' Coins 
which  Wem  issued  by  the  Sovereign,  or  that  > the 
mi'mber  of  tW  Mints  hais  been  greatly  exaggerated 
by^  Historians.  '^ 

Thie  Grants  from  the  Crown  which'  authorized  >ii»4 
dSvidudl^ 'to  coiti  for  their  owfl  profit  were  confined 
^l^iy  to  E^clesii^ticks ;  to  Archbishops  and  Bishops; 
iWdalsb  to  ^sbme  Abbots  of  the  higher  order  j  birt  thc^ 
ptiVitege'<>f'itripressing  their  own  name  and  effigica 
Sefertt^^ti  hlate  beeii  limited  to  the  Abehbishops 
aliitibl^nd'  appears  to  have  been  abolic^hed^  by  that 
dliliiie  in  tti^-LaWs  of  Athelstafh  ^hicb  dhiai«ed  th^ 
ibUte  should  be  fa^t  6ne  kind'  of  >  Money  ^hMigb«iu(f 
the  Realm ';  at  least  ft  cantifot  be'  tmc^d<  ^  any  sistisci^ 
qnentperiob.  ' -■  '      '    >'    ^'      -    ->    M-a^.f-J  .^;ii 

By  those  Liaws^  the  Ecd^iaitieal  Mints  Wem'ifto«p 
ftfjed  toOiHttei'biJry^ '  when*'  the-  Ardhbishop  wak'al^ 
IdWed '  k^b  M^tateyeri;  and  the  AbBot  one  |  al/d  ^o 
Rochester^  where  the  Bishop  was  authorized  to  em- 

nInrJthifiiGivaQipMMl  iiii^Uiwfiqfiediagopes)  notonjy 
to)!A<rcHbMhop9  "cilMl'  Bfsliop6/bat  also  to  Abbotts,  ^ 
pbfft^'kitf^lh^fftfth  thd'Mints  wefe  assigned  to  thetti^ 
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ri^hif^  IVfiiit  m  the  ITov^r  of  Lanclon?;  and  to  pay  an 
annual  rent  to  the  Master  of  that  Mint. 

They  were  permitted,  however,  .in  latter  times  to 
add  distinguishing  signs  to  their  Money,  such  as 
the  initials  of  their  names,  or  a  Miqt-m^rk  bearing 
some  allusion  to  their  family  arms.  Wolsey,  by  way 
of  distinction,  added  the 'cardinal's  hat^;  but  this 
was  looked  upon  as  an  innovation,  and,  though  it 
was  connived  at  during  his  continuance  in  favour 
with  Henry  VIII.,  yet  the  placing  it  upon  the  larger 
Coins  was  made  one  of  the  articles  of  that  impeach- 
ment which  followed  his  disgrace. 

The  Dies  which  they  were  permitted  to  use  were 
at  first  for  Pennies  only;  for  Edward  III.  granted  to 
the  Abbot  of  Reading  power  to  coin  Halfpence  and 
Farthings,  P3  well  as  Pennies  which  had  beeai^suaP; 
in  later  times  Half-Groats  were  strisck  by  th^  Arch- 
bishops of  Caol^buTy  and  York  ;  and  some,Xjroats 
hy  the  latter  Archbishop. 

I  have  not  been  able  to.  discover  whether  the 
power  of  Coinage.  ;>v^&» granted  by  our  Monarchs  in 
a  publick  manner,  ,bu|:  }\  is  not  improbable  that  it 
was,  fpr  spch  *  appears  to  have  been  the  form  in.  the 

- '  s  fixcept  la  the  very  remarkable  instance  6f  the  Grant  of  Ed- 
•>vard  IV.  in  his  ISth  year,;  to*  t'he  Bbhop  of  Durha&i,  wh6  was 
autJiorized  by  it  to  nn^kQ  standards  and  trvisseUs  at  hjs  disqr^- 

« 

tion.     See  Durham  JEpiKjopal  Mini,,  under  the  year  1 47|3. 

h  It  should  seem  that  V^^ols^ys  Coins  were  not  the  first  which 
bore  that  distinction  5  byit  I  have  mentioned  him  only,  because 
it  is  not  known,  with  certainty,  to  whom  No*  5  and  7  in  Plate 
VII,  are  to  }}e  apgropriated/  It  ii  probabl^  however,  that  they 
were  struck  by  Archbishop  Bambridge. 

*  Claus.  12  Edward  Hi.  p.e.  pow^Q. '  The*  Bilhops  of  ^Dtirham 
also  had  license  from  Edward  IV^  to  coin  HalfjpeiHiifls  *;  but  it 
was  soon  revoked.  U-   f\   >......  •' 
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tieighbouring  Kfngdom  of  Scotland,  where,  about 
the  time  of  King  Edtvard  the  First, 

"  Alysandyre  oure  Kyng, 
D^t  Scotland  had  in  govemyng, 
Come  in-til  his  Ryawt^ 
Tilof  Say  net  Andrewys  J?e  Cyt^, 
And  in  j)e  Kyrk  standand  J?are 
Devotly  before  J)e  hey  Awtiare, 
In  wy  tnes  of  all,  |?at  ]?are  wes  b}^  ,    ' 

Gaddryde  and  standand,  all  frely 
Til  God  and  til  Ssiynct  Andfewe  he 
Graiintyd  p6  strykyn  of  Mon^, 
Als  frely,  qwtly,  and  fullyly, '  ' 

As  ony  tyme  befor  Iganef  by 
'        Ony  Byschapehad  sic  thy ng, 

Qiihen  fat  his  Fadyi^e  before  vres  Kytlg,' 
Or  of  hys  Eldr^s  ony  before, 
'As  mycht  be  herd,  or  had  memore'; 
Sawfand  pe  declaratyown    '  *  ^     r 

Of  J^e'Inquisityowri  ^      .  :    i 

'    Of^e'feftmentJdfj^atthytig         «    ^  •'     • 

'  To  remayne  ay  With  pe  Kyng."  ^ 

The  series  of  Metropolitan,  and  other  Ecclesiasti- 
cal .Coins,  terminates  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
VIIL  •  Cranmer,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Lee,  Archbishop  of  York,  being  the  last  who  exer- 
cised the  privilege  of  strikinjg  Money.  But  it  was 
hot  until  the  reign  of  Mary  that  the  custom  of 
coining  in  the  subordinate  Itoyal  Mints  entirely 
ceased.     The  whole  of  her  Money  was  struck  in  the 

I   Fefttnent,  the  act  of  giving  poss^isioft  with  the  forms  of 
law.    Glossary*  •    "•    yj  l':- ^ '  J   ./-.•»•  ,.  •    , 

k  Wyntounis  Cronykil.  B.  VII.  c.  10.  line40Su-       '  . 
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cftifttUely-bondnoted^  oiaipbfliraalioFt  periodrdoriBg- 
the? troublesome  reign  offiCharlts  L  and«a{  smaH  poi-^ 
tion  of  that  of  his  son,  and  likewise  during  the  greoiti 
BeKMyiiiage   in   the  reign  ^^f  -Williani  IIL '^vHUbn 
Mints  were  opened  in  Yofk^  Chester,  Exeter, .  Bsi^* ; 
toH  tvnd  Norwich,  lor  the  mofre  speedy  ctrcalatioo/ 
of 'tUe'ilew  Money^  in  Ae  CoUnties  distant  fr<nfn  the! 
Metropolis*    "In  tbiese  ikter  timesi  indeed,  ar  nemr^ 
exception  ba^  started  up,  but  of  sneb  a  kiad  as  that 
i  scarcely  know  how  to  designate  it.     I  mean  th^ 
MtMt  at  Soho,  near  Birmingbim  ;  ivbere  th6  maiku- 
f^ctifre'of  G>pper  Coins  bas,> of  Ute -years,  beenexi- 
ckisirely  carried  on,  upoa  the  account  of  Gobem«- 
ment ;  and  where  the>  standing  of  a  bind  of  Siltiien 
Tokens, '  to' be  issued  by 'the  Bank  of  England^!  has 
been  peribrmed  by  defacing  the  stamps  of  (the  Kkkg' 
of  'S^in  ttpoA  bis  D(iIIar6^  and  impressikigt  fhe'bfir^ 
gi«g  of  the  Kii^,  Gfeorge  nil,  in  its  stead  ^.^  '"\ 

Such  has  been,  and  -  now  is^  4he  nature  of  the* 
Mints^  which  bave;been  ^established  at  various  tidbes 
widsin^  tbe  Kii^om  oC  Bhgland.  But  our.Mo^ 
m^tt^hsiiaivey  ab different  pevibds,  foupd  it  expedient 
t6  place  tbeni'  in  distant  ^paMs  of  their  ddounions, 
whetber  acquired  by  ^conquest  or '  otherwise.  Tbe 
earliest  of  theae  are}  the  Minta  which  were^wtorked 
in  Ireland  by  some  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Kings. 
Their  origin  is  invblved  in  ^great^  obscurity,  and  is 
indeed  inexplicable,  if  we  are  to  be  compelled  to 
consider  as  fictitious  the  conquest  of  Dublin,  toge- 
ther  with  a  great  jKirt  of  Ireland,  by  King  Eadgar. 
It  is  true  that  no  Irish  Coins  of  that  Monarch  are 

i  See  Account  of  the  Mint  at  Soho. 


known ;  but  hi8  sen  J^hdred,  wllo  mtcceedfidto  tb^ 
tbrone  abcmt  six  yters  after  hi  m»  iindoiArtedlyifitrudki 
Money  rn  DilblinJ    Gnut  IlIIso« coined? an  ithe^iamdt 

By  whuti  means  tl^se  ^Momrchs  •  Became  posaessedl 
oS^airight  to  6oin  in  (ahy'pailt  iof  Icekjnd)>ian1essii|yi 
wfeve  by » right  of  conquest^  it  wiH  not  he  ^ety»<eagiy « 
ta' explain,  and  yetitbe^  Who*  deny  that  Dublin  ^ 
was  in  tlie 'possession  of  i!he  Akiglo^Saxonhi^^ngi^ 
awbeand  to  fuTnish  soitfie  ^  other  s^lutidn' of  )thir> 

question.'    •  -    /     ■'      ■  i     ^     i     ^^,^1    /!^>:r;;v;   I 

The  Aoglo^GallicvMihtswer^fof  two  fcinds<j  fi«st/I 
those  which  ourMonarchs  of  Normin  ^rbeeMposrt 
sessed  in  Tight  of  their  dtikiedoms,  <  or  other;  tiile^> 
withiii  tlie' dominion  of  France*  i  i'    '  <.      >.^    i] 

/.The  second  kind  Were'  those  which  Were  estiib{ 
lisiied  int  tte  Cities  of  France'  after'  they  were  takenj 
byfithe/Engiish' forces-;  as  the:  Miht  at  Calais^  whicH^ 
was  placed  there  by  Bdtvard  Uf .  (oori  albei*  tba^fe^ 
toiim  surrentlered  to  his  armsJ »   •  *       i,  •* 

^/jTkSe  Giistom  of  ^pklcing  ^lie  naihe  of  tfaese/MintI/ 
aod/likevirise'that  of  the  Moiteyer»,  tipcW^  tbb  Oo^s^ 
isrofrbigh  antiquity.  '  The:  liitter'U|)peats<iip(HiLi:tb^ 
veuy  earliest  of  the  Aaiglo-^Slfexba  2  Pennibsp  whicte 
baivfe  come  down  to  these  times/<ai:¥d>the[)6armei'*«D<>r 
ami  at  the  beginning  of  tH^  nrbth  feefliuty  ¥1  >.^  -  r  ,  ^ 

i«  Sep  the ,WsUj)riVq9t^  MQi^^yf»r^^,^t^pe^efia.^of  ^ea^^^ 

reigij.  *^  ^       "' 
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I      l>    )     iltt    '|<;    rfr„.,.„,     (f,,;l/f    •,,rt<,ll    !      ,,'■:.    )      .      •       ., 
*'  ';     *•]     -^(IJ    OvI,!     ^i./.     .„j    ;,;.,j    r ',,:-.,,   _  •••-.' 

^Ki  jfn  ofder^te  p^jt  jiptoi  fjr^cfjla^ipr)  the  Mopey  wjijqji 
-Was  Hiade  in>At\fs^iMintp,  E^?wciianges  were  appointed 
^BV  v^rtomipl?iC^^,.,ftlQi)i)  ^.\|Wjhenc^  the  newly-for^raetl 
(<2oins.jv.^rejipi^He^,  ai^i  jo  vvhich  Bullion  was  pui;- 
iph^jS^foi;,fbe,^§ugply.9t;(,be  Mjnt,     .  .^ 

At  a  vefy.ifiaf;ly,jp^ri(^,.  t^e  C9mrnfencen)ent  of 

jwhiijh, canijrotl W)isy,,h^  tipQed^ .  the  excl.u§ive  privilege 

of  purchasing  the.  pn^jcioji^a^qfietals  was  claimed  by 

.ftWi)  lyip^^^ch?,.  >vh9j  ^pppipted  proper  officers,  to 

WrJ^Kii  .thfijj  (J^leg^J^.  <;}]i4  branch  of.  their.^pr.e- 

r :  ,J^.^ppea,r^jtOjb^X^  h^W  thie;,4uty.qf  tbesf  Offjcerp, 
1  ^S*  Wfttyr  toy  ^<?bftPg^  #i?t  fiurri^pt  Coins  of  oqe  ,rn^t^l 

wrought  Plate  and  BmIHpp,^  apd  fpwgp,  Coip^^^ 
o^rd^  ioi^^heir.  (j[|iei^^.irq9p^j:jvely  j.  and^  asj  the 
;e}tpQftjtt>an  pf.tbe  Going  pf  .th(e  Rj^alm  w^ts,  Pjro|i^- 
flp^ited,  ^Jbfy .  fuyinsHed:,jper«pp^  going  out  of}  the 
^.j^ingdQin,\vitlj  foreign  .Cloii)s,j,jn.  exchange  for  E.r^g- 
lishj  .and.al3Q.&ijpplied]VIercba|its  strangers  cornji^ 
into  the  Kingdom  with  English  Coizjs  in  excbapge 
for  foreign.     These  Exchanges  of  Coin  were  regu- 
lated Iby  a  Table,  which  was  hung  up  in  the  Ex- 
changer'^s  Office. 

:  They  seem  a^o  to  hav^  had  ^on>efciqi»e;i?  tjbi9  cM§i:p<ly 
of  the  Dies ;  and,  in  the  year  1270,  the  Keepear  t)f 
the  Cambium  was  appointed  to  'asiay  tlie'Ccyirts 
throughout  the  whole  Kingdom  ^. 
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in  the  earliest  notice  which  occurs  of  the  Chief 
Exchanger  it  appears  that  he  was  also  the  King's 
Moneyer,  for  Henry  I.  made  a  law,  quod  nuHus  jsit 
ausus  cambire  denaricjsn^sr ']Vl(/n<Aarius  Regis,  thus 
conjoining  in  one  person  both  the  office  of  Ex- 
:ihaWgeV  ib(i  of  Alsjistei*  W'cfltel^'iyf  Mi  Moni^y;  ^'iThe 
succeediilg 'MonafcHi  ddloptfed  'fiisl-^p^icitic^'of  eor/- 
'fihirig  the  exchange 'to' the' Ofrtcefi^dfi  th^'Ordwtl, 
but  preserved  the  tvi'6  '6ffi«ir  dfetinfCt '1V<5tiT»^abh 
other,  until  about' tWe  ^tii^initli1g"6f'»th6'Viigi^fidf 
Hetiry  VI.  when  they  w^^^'ftgiiriiidted*^/         ^ 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  T/  Giiido'de  V6e  hrid^aml 
exercised  the  Offide  of  Exchanger  p;  -    -'  '>'''1  '■> 

i :206.     King  JoftnViti^hi*  fii^st yeaf,  for  tHe  ddn- 

sideration  of  ^.1700,  corhniitted'to  Hugo  CyctM, 

Cambium  totius  AngUce,     And  in  his  sixth  Ji^r, 

I'sfdUj  when  Ordinances' t^ere  niade  per  cii^makine 

'iiirisiUdmj  one  6f  the'artidles'^xpreidy  prifWWhJfcd 

all  persons  from  making  exchange  ol^  Gold  or  Sil^i^t^ 

except  at' the  Kitog's  Exchange*!.  '     •  '' 

:  1209.     In  the  gth  bf  Jdin,  NigelBtiftis  »^Odo 

ije  Petit  accounted 'for  the  PrAfits  of  the  Cariibiiitti 

of  London,  to  the  amoutitof  ;^.6o.  l^.lOi.  -'FV^nin 

their  account  it  appears  that  the  Keepers  <rf  t^e 

"Cairibium  w'ere  occasionally  Employed  in*  goldsmiths' 

work  for  the  King '.     - 


'  I 


'-.y  Car^bium  Regis ;  or  the  Offices  of  his  Majesty's  Exdmnj^e; 
Royal,  4to,  Loridlon,"  16^8,  page  I.  Frotn  this  union,  probably, 
sprung  the  use  of  the  term  Cambium  for  eith^  the  Mint  or  Ex- 
4Hd%e,  which '  i^enders  k  llti)joe6ib)e  tH>  dik^t^n  in- sdtiie  in- 
otamDcp^  ^ichof  the  t«vo„officQ»^is  intencio^.  Pot  »thq  .abqve 
ft^>  jelaj}pg  t^  Hi^nry  1.  np  p.utl^px;itj  is  ^q^ioted,  hy^V.i^tt  the. An- 
nals under  the  year  1118.  i     .     ,  i 

P  Id.  ibid.     In  like  manner  without  any  reference. '    - 

n  Cambium  Regis^  page  %  , 

^  Madoxs  Exchequer,  vol.  It  page  ^283/ 
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l^L7u  i!  iiiltbe^firU  yeiirof  Htary  IlL  tUeMiyor, 
koi6{  lioivdoillwefe  ^lommarnded  tio  defiver  toHu^' 
bsittida  IBin^j  Justidary  of  England,  th?  King'K 
Mint  and  Exchange  in  London.  The  Writ  is  uiidef 
tlnnseliVaf  Widan^  Mareidiatl,  Reetor  orGuardikn 
ofilhefLing  dud' Kin^oni)  becanse'the  Kitig  had^ 
notihen^i^en  a  SenK    /     <       '    '    . 

]>:dl84  In  Us  sednnf]  year  ttjeKrng  graMed  to 
William  MareslehaU  tb^' younger. :bis  BKchangeMn 
Londdn^  darings  ifiieasuTe^  '{>ayiAg  to  -Hubert  'de 
BuEg  5dD  tnarks  tcvbustain  die  Oastle  of  Oover^. 

y.h^Okl  The;Pard(ils.of  thbExdi^ngeiwere  assigned^ 
by.ttieiKjng^l  inlhis  fdui^th.}r€ar>  as^parttof  the  secu^' 
rit)frfW)|)ayii)€hiitof'tlie  jointure,  togethet  with  the' 
apneairg,  -duelo  libe'LadyBerengaria,  relict  of  King^ 
RichlBrd^:UBbleta>the  Kiing\  .,.».... •!< 

12:22.    itnl  Im  ai^clh  year  tins  i  King*  wrote  to^the' 
Sca^inBBi)d:'Men'of  Ipree^  thdt,  with  d3e<ions€ttitfof 
hj»  CDttnclU'lhethad  .maHera  Froclamation,  •  tb^t^nik) 
Bngliabtnenj  tnor  others  ^baafai  make  eschanige  InjIl: 
o^yfat  hi^' Exchanges  in-  London  and  Ganteribui^yO 

tjnibe  sfitfORP  yiaar,  hd^demised  the  Exchldhgetoi 
j^ndfii^iiM.Blitetellv.for 'thveb  years^  at  a  rent  bf400i^\ 
HMtibs^  t^ >be paid A<> the iKtng \i '   -^     .     '        »    71. 

•^820.  ..(T^  ftfilr^said  Quk^reU^^  and  E^verarda^^ 
g9)d9b^h^  j^htferedftoi  iacQOttnt»>  in  the  9tb7eat  of. 

^  Pat;  4  Henfy  III.  m.  3,     Ryraer,  vol.  I.  page  242.    BetpngSLr,^ 
ria,  the  wife  of  Richai*d  I.  w^s  the  daugntei;  of  Sancbe  IV.  KiT}g 
of  Navarre.     [Sandfora,  paffe  76.1        ,         . 

^  Cambium  He^s.  pas^e  2.    The  Exchange  was  kept  in  Iron-^^ 
don,  near  to  St.  Pauls  churchy  and  gave  name  to  the  street 
called  the  Old  Ch^gej  but  in  evidences  the,Qjd  Ex^s^e^  ,.    ^ 

*  Pat  6  Heriiy  III,  y  So  tlie  name  is  written. 


t\»  Mtee  JQng,^  of ,  iHd  firofitt  of-  > thd  Exfchaiigesfof 

GUla  io^  the  fourth  yeail  1m>»  St^Jidmiind^luudlLeoDATd' 

^^Jofi  122J9y  the  Kiiftg;itcMiimittbdtor.DiV.  his€am4t 
biuili  jof  bondon  md  iCanteiis^y^  ^ith  the  Bies  ia]> 
pertaining^  together  with  ^.134%  iidritegi^iirndt^ 
iW^   He  to  pay  to  the  BLiogi^OOaiarki  /ndlr  att^Um\ 
,  Aod  ift  the  Miaie  year,  tb^i  sdid)  GamKiiim  >  i^A^ 
gmnted  %(A  Richard  de  '^engsr,'  dl;izen  of  {London  tHJ 

123^5*    ^William. HandeUtimsi  Keeper'  of  the  ^aid* 
Cainbiiiin  in  London  abdiCanteitbiiri^y*ini  th^^^^ar 
^^SSf  when  lie* was eommahded  by  thel  Kin^o'fifo^ 
vide^  'that  the  >  Keepera  ol  the  Dies  ^ at*  Londoii'^i|d^ 
(^ntdlrbury.  should .  hare  fidireliw  Penlde  ottt  bf  every 
hundred  Pounds  which  should  be  mdde  >iiiitiibsi9- 
plaoes^  as  ia  former  titties  it  hild  been  doAe  <^/^   '  : 

l24Sf*  Nodiing  furtb^r  ocoqiis^espddihg  the^Es:^ 
changeuntil'thisyter^.^henWilliaUntHardellretidei-edf- 
aa  account,  asKeeper  ^tihciCambiumof  Londdn  and^ 
Canterbuifyy  f6r  eight  ^cJ  six  weelcs^atidl  tbrM  dsi^s 
past  .  He  adconiited  4hr  gSifiTl^^sl  VOd:  f^^he 
profits  of  the  Gamhkmi  of  Loddon^foH  thcfifiiistryekf^l'' 
and  for  ^.276. 6s.  id.  for^hatVrfCsttiti&itlufry  ii*itte#> 
sanleyear^   besideis  tfa^  <  {ioi^tion  '  bblon^ihg  tU>the 
Archbishop  of  the  profits  of  <rhteeDies\  Wbvebih^' 
was  entitled  to  receive  as  his  share  of  :f  ight,;  and  in 

P  Claus..  9  Henry  IIKm.  17^  dors '  Tot.  Exitus  £.7S^,  49*..W. 
Suin,^Toii.CarabiiC^nt.  ^.531.  13«.3d.  ,      » 

^''^^  Fin.  I3'  Henry  III.  in.  10.  and  Oaus.  m.  3,     The  statement 
in  the  text  is  copied  firom  Vincepf  s  References  to  the  RolU  in 
the  Tower  :  but  there  is  proDaoly  some  nudtake^  as  the  passage 
«  IS  not  to  be  found  under  that  year. 

b  Fln^t?HeJuy'MI.  in.  10.  '     c  Claus.  IslHenry.Ul.  to.  12. 


jl^rtn/^* 
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Hfc^e  mirtinet  *for  othei*  ^uiris  forthe  rttnainmg  years 
The  total  amounted  to  ^.1788.  15*.  lO^rf-  ^ 
"^n  Isfeii'tti'd^HoWaiice  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Cam- 
biutn,  for  hig  6xpenses^'was  two  Shillings  a  day  •. 
•  1257:'  Abbiit'sk^ear^Wrwrfrds,  a  Writ  was 
diriectl/d  tb'lhfe  Mbriiersi  Clerks,  and  all  others  afi- 
pointed  to^the  Mints'  and '  lExdislhges  throughout 
EVigUtid;  to  mf6vhi  tlHfem'  that  Jdhn  de  Somerket, 
Kfe^per  of  ^the  Cambiurfij  tvas  about  to  go  abroad 
wlth'a'  r^€?ssagfe'for'  the  King,  and  that  William  de 
Gloiicestef/ the  King^s  Goldsmith,  ha(i  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  custody  of  the  said  Cambium  ^. 

'1258."   The  tohg  commanded  the  Keeper  of  the   ' 
Exdharige  in  London' to  pay  unto  William  de  Glou- 
cester ^.'20,*  W^bicfi  fhfe  said  William  was  to  dispose 
of  as'the  King  hid  giv^n  'him  orders  e.  '  ; 

1263.  By  a  Writ  bearing  date  in  this  y^ar,  il 
appears'  that^tb^  custody  Cambiorum  in  London  and 
Canterbury  tiacllateVy  'been  committed  to  Roger 
de  la'  Lye,  the  Kmg's  Clerk/  and  to  John  de  Gisors, 
citizen  brLoinfcf6n,\  during*  pleasfurc  ;.  and'  that  the 
said  John  was,  trom  innrhiity,  unable  to  do  the  bu- 
siness of  the  office,  and  therefore  William  Fitz- Ri- 
chard was  substituted  iri  Kis  place  during  pleasure. 
Hie*  to  account  With  the  said  Roger;  and  the  said 

Bvcheq.  vol  IL; page /l3^.^'^  M   li. /-m-ih  .!.?  <  ; 

«  Memor.  35  Henry  IH.  Rot.  7.  b.      Madox,  Ex/^qq^jvp^  R 
p  504. 

g  Memor.  42  Henry  HI.  Rot.  9.  &. .  _, Madox,  ,Ex€diaieq.v^i>]«  I. 

page  384.  P     *iT;r.;       "/    .t<  »     >iH'***    n,       ♦  I 

It  is  prebable  that  Somerkel&)iv;9s  .now  .returned  t<>  England,    , 
and  that  he  had  superseded  Glouoe^^orJo^hp  office; 


(. 


John  was  commanded  tfi,^9sigff.  tq  ,^h^,,.^4rWV- 
*iam^  '^  -..    \     .i     .J      ..,,r   .  r,         \ 

1270.     In  this.ye^r^  tbq  Ki9g,i^ppi<?^i|itfd,9ai:^ho- 

lomew  de  CasteUo^  the  I^epper  Cambii  sui,  to  prove 

and  assjiy  the.  Kipg'^i  Mop,^y  tliiTougbcjMt  his.w|iole 

f?.ingdom,  with  .autl^orjty  to,  .^^izj^cqrrupt  i^VIpnifis, 

"  and  to  keep  them ibr|he)^ing*i^j>i^eS  ,   .,f  ,  .   . 

1272.  King  JEflward  I.,  h»4  ?l3.(;^.h5s  Exi9b.ange^, 
with  prohibition  that  none.  else. .  shoifld  icxch^ingg. 
For  the  ea^e  of  the  merch^pts  whp  imported  bullion, 
he  caused  Tables  of  E^f^ha^ng^s^i^lbe  jset  jips^t  seye^ 
ral  places.  .  .  ,  , 

,  From  the  goldsmiths'  Charter^  c|f  l^i^v  fir^t  ypar, 
it  appears  that /formerly  no  Merchant,  English^ <y 
stranger,  used  to  brj^  into  ,th^  land  ?^ny.  M,(^ij)iey^ 
but  only  Plate  of  Silver  tp  make  /exchange  with  pur 
CoinJ.  /. 

.1 279. .  The  Exchange  was,  ^s  befo^ie^  ,near  tq^  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  St.  tPaul,  ai^d  yas  called  thp 
Old  Chapge,  but  in  evid^noe^  the  Ojd  j^xchapgc  *^» 

Jn  thi^  Exchange  alond  thfs  Hal^fp^ncej  and  Far- 
thipgs   of  the   seventh   yegr   of    fdward  J.,  were 

coined  V  -  j  i  \,       ».  1 

1280.  In  the  ninth  year  of  tha^  Monarc^^  he 
granted  to  Alexander  de  L^k,, ,  merchant,  his^  E^Cr 
change  in  Ireland,  to  hold  for  one  year,  ynder  the 
sgoaQ/form,  mapner,  ]|nd.Qoiidi$ipi;mv?^s  (i^^egofyrd^ 
Rokesle  and  OrlandtnusdePodio  held  the  Exchattge 
aft  London".      ^    •'  ^    .li  vi.    .=  ;. 


h  Pat.  47  Henry  III.  m.  16.  >*Pat.  W  Heniy  IH.  Jto  »li. 

'j'-Ouabkim  Regis,' tfege^.*^  '  -»    HI    )^.l      f     ( 

^  Leake,  p.  78,  quoting  Stiype's  Stow,  page  83. 
j'Mdv^ai^8«;qUoliiie'tt^b<Jforei     i'  '     ' 

m  Abbr.  Rot;  Or%.  SittKKsiril;  '  * '  '  '  •         ^' 
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i  im^uf  imMi9ye9Vi%vna  forbidden,  by  PrMla- 
iwUcH^  faf  |»fiba»4]st!4f  £i^ub  Money  for€xcha£g9 

1300.  In  his  ^8th  year,  John  de  Saii<)ale  wod 
Keeper  of  ^the  Exchange  o£  Ei^gtand,  and  the  subor- 
dio{|ti^£^ifeh9figer»  iveK  ordered  to  aitcount  to  him  *i 
,  lj307«..  4t  slM>u)d  BQeai  tJbaA  early  in  the  reign  of 
Edii«^and.IIwtheHgoldsiiii4ls  had  interfered  with  thd 
King'^Offic^afwith  res{ieot  tothe  purchase  of  Sal* 
v^  .for.  ia  4)e  yeari  iisi4  Prodainatioai  waa  SMMte 
in^  4he}  City  of  London  that  00  one^  tetthiei  gold^ 
8Q»tb^  jor  I  other^  should  buy  any  l^lver  H^e^  or 
Silvfrr  i9>t  Bullion ;  but  that  tk^se  who  bad  such 
to  sell  should  come  to  the  King*s  Camk^om  inl  IM' 
Toiler. of  LoiNlon>  and thert exchange  theol)  aA it 
wasaccMtomed  tabeidetieP.  (      > 

Ijl.lff*.  When  Ibe  aeoount  of  John  Lincola^.the 
King's  Keeper  of  the  Exchanges  of  Londow  and* 
Cfinteebury> .  was  exaoiined^  in  the  9th  ytear,  it  ap- 
pealed; that,  .aftetaeiireral  supss  were  respited^  he' 
ow^  t0  th*  King  bxixl.  vij«.  vi}d. ;  for  which  he 
was^eommitted  to  the  Marshal  on  the  20th  of  Fe«« 
bruaory^  but  was  released* lon  the  next  day, -on  the 
maiiueaptifiii  4f  WiUian»,  fiervat  and  WnUam  de 
Herdesete^* 

i^aSlii'.  In  tbe'j^b  yter^of  Edn^rd  III;  it  was  or^ 
dabted  ikhati  thtt  jnariisereiaiid  fisheymdn  should  make 
thyir  iekehaiigeftaC  tiieTabie  in  Daver,  and  elsewhere^ 
in  fsertaip  places  i^ipoint^d  aocordYng*  to  iheform  of 
the  Ordinance  which  had  been  lately  made  '. 

n  Claus.  11  Ediyard  L  p.  ?.  dawk     ,  :     ,  ; .    „, 
p  Abbr.  Rot Qr^. Scacqurii.  ^.j^eeE^tfri^xctange'     . 
P  Claus.  7  Edward  11.  mi  <>.     ^^_^,   ,,;....    t.i    .      ...» 
q  Madox, Hist. Exch.  11^ P^ 2411.  ,,q    r.-.    >   .•  '     -     .      • 
^  Claus.  5  Edwanl  III.  Part  II.  m.  1^ 


1^955- '  Bf  thb  Statute^ofiMDoey  whkh  wasl)^ 
at  York  k>  the  9tiiS6f<EdUraM<HIc>6e^NErml  provimbtlir 
were  made  for  the  establishment  ahd>  regulation  of 
Eosehanges *1.    ■   .    '  ■*     «•  '/   -v-     '.i  »l      •'";.> 

On  the  20th  o6  Septbthfoer^  dci^tb^  tf^txief^p,  4 
Wkit  was  issued  >in  which  that  clause: in  ihe  ^abli^i^^ 
mentioned  Statute  wbidh  vdatdd.  tol  tUe  fixing  a 
Table  of  Exchdngef  .at  Db%%4  ^^s'  'redilei(jl^^^k4 
others  vfew^  appointed  in  honA6n,^Yiirnkf\Jt\h;vSid 
Botuifh;  and  ^Kingston-up^n^Huliv  Tfa«'  cMi^todfy^ 
of  aU  these  Tables,  as  well  as'thalt  it  Ddvbr^'l^ai^' 
CDmnafitiCdd  toWilliam  de  la  Fbfe>i  orhis  JkfpnA&^y,* 
dtiniBgi}:d^asul-e.  '  The  pFoitsr  tot  beiaocbuAted  for  it^ 
tlie^ Excheqdker*  >  -   •     /i  .•  »      f    >    '  '  •  '•-•  '  '     '•  -'   •• 

^lAt  tb&'bame  time,'  Prodamstion  'Was  ioMeredtci 
be  made  to  enforce  the  saidi  Statute  of  York  *.  • 

^A^Sfi^     Inlthid  ^ear  De^la  Sole^^fts  removed iVdm 
Hisioffiee^v   /    *■    .    •»*■.!  ,<l    *»''  :  ■  *^  '^ 

'^^^39'  Thd  houses  fori <ii0  Office. of  Exchangi^in^ 
I^dbn !  apd  Canterbury  <  being  •i»u,ch-  (Pat  of  ^repasf  in  ^ 
this  year,  a  Writ  Was  isi^uedtcy  Jofaadb  Ftdte,  Wai^ 
denfof  the  Exchimge  in  bothlboad  phiees,  command^ 
ing  hitn  to*  repair  the  samd^^asifiEHr  as^  the  sum  ^of  ^ 
twisnty.  pound^^  which  ^aeMVi  allowed  Jwlii^^ 
account*.  •    »•    -^ 

1344^      Bj^'  a  Statute  lofi  thisi'yi^ary  iti  was ;  pi^*- 
vkisdithat  ExchatigeB  should:  be^  made  in  ibegood^ 
t6woa,^accordiEigas/it  bhould^sfeemt  best  tf>  the  King; 
for  bis  profit .an^lior  the  adrant^gje  of  his  people; 

1  !  '        1  i  '   • 

,»  »>      |\      ^  <    ».  ••*     /I    •   -  i  ••)      '        '    '    • 

s  See  this  Statute  at  length  in  the  Annals,  under  the  year 
1335^  where  the  several  Exchafiges  are  enumerated, 
t  Glaus.  9WMfi^lTl:  tfr.  S.dors.    Kftn^,  tolJ  IV.  page  666^ 

«  Claus.  10  Edward  III.  m.  37.     ' 

f  Claus.  13  Edward  III.  Part  lf/ni,4«.  '  ''  ^      * 
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md  that  it  tboiiM  be  or^ioed  of  a  certainty/  vi4iat 
ahooM  be-givea  in  excbaoge  for  every  piece  of  Gold  J^. 

This  was  doae  by  an  Ordioance  which  provided 
tbat  an  Exchange  should  be  held  in  the  street  near 
Sanrates  toure  in  the  City  of  London  ',  and  re^u- 
farted  the  rates  of  exchange  in  the  following  man* 
&er,  viz.  ior  the  NoUe  of  Gold,  one  Peony  less 
than  tbe  Half  Mark  ;  for  the  Maiile  of  Gold,  one 
Maille  [i.  e.  an  Halfpenny]  less  than  forty  Pence. 
And  he  that  would  buy  the  Noble  of  Gold  with 
Esterliags,  was  to  pay  one  Maille  of  Silver  beyond 
tfa»  price  [i.  e.  the  current  value] .  And  that  no  one 
should  make  such  exehanges,  excejH:  by  the  King^s 
permission,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of.  the  Money  so 
exohangted  ^. 

1345-  li^  this  year  Conrad  Roger^  and  his  com- 
panions,  were  authorised  to  hold  Exchanges  ia  Lon- 
don»  York,  and  Canterbury.  This  was  on .  account 
of  tbe  new  Coinage  of  Gold  ^. 

About  tbe  same  time,  Anthony  By thesea  [versus 
mare]  was  aj^xmited  Supervisor  and  Warden  of  the 
Elxchsages  of  London,  York,  and  Canterbury  ;  and 
the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London  were  commanded 
to  assbt  him  ^ 

,  1350.  But  it  should  seem  that  other  persons 
stitl  continued  to  make  exchanges  without  authc»rity 

y  Statute  18  Edward  HI.  Siat.  2.  chap.  6. 

z  Stowe  says,  that  in  this  year  the  King  ordained  his  Exchange 
of  Money  to  be  kept  in  Seme's  Tower,  a  part  of  the  King's 
house  in  Bucklersbury.     [Survey  of  London,  page  44.] 

a  Claus.  18  Edwsurd  HI.  Fart  II.  m.  ^3  dors.  See  this  more  at 
lai^e  in  the  Annals^  sub  anno. 

•  b  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  SI.  page  452.    See  this  Pkoeliiaa- 
tion  at  length  in  the  Annals. 

«  Pat.  19  Edward  HI.  Part  1.  m.  15. 
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from  i^tiiag,  fot  iis^bii  ^wr it  wafr^nrcbiaed  tiy* 
no  on^i  sbo«M  presunie  to  eKshange^  eithtt  piti- 
mtely^or  jMiJblielys^  withoul  boeude^  >an  ptin  of  for- ^ 
feHttne  «nd  imprisonment  ^  p  and  an  espeeiat  peroMI^ 
siofv  wftS}  necessary  before  foreigaerst  could'  exdnflo^ 
tiitir  Coine  for  English  >iMo^ey^  iiyei»  when  tb»^ 
«HKie /into' the  Realm  cq)on  the.  KingVown  affinrs  %^ 
::^'In  this yter  the Sxohangcb  wereygaui Tegulirted 
l^^lm  Stetttte*^  ■"■■'  f-  a/  U  "i  ^  ^  '^ 
fl  1350.  '  Blit  all- <jilbse^reguiatkms' appear  to^  htt«# 
^een^witbcmt  any  effect,  for  in. the  following *yBai 

pi^sons  were  af]|)ointed'toTetu])cn  the  namesof  ^hoic^ 
uriio  held.  unautl^oriasedExi^aftgas  w^  ttte.^Oity  of 

1353-     By  the  Statate  of  the  Staple,,  wbwii'li^a 
made*  in^^it  year,/ it  was  drdained^f  tdilit  Bullion 
migl^  be  safely ^brolight  into  tb& realm,  -to^ba. taken  i 
tpitbe  JSLing's  BuUioi,  or  to  his  Es^hanges,  where 
lawful  Money  would  be  given^for  ]taceQitdingit0th6> 

'i354-^    In  thij»  year^.thei  Kiisg^denpased^ ^ by  Ihh'^ 
dmiture^  to^Hugh  ^Wichengham^  all  hisi^ExehsHigee,^ 
as  well  of  hid  Money  as  ofiall  o&es  Money, .  Pkite  off 
Gold  and  Silver,  and  broken  Silver.    To«be  bQld^nni 
the  King's  name,  by  himself  and  his  dtputies^  in 
coni^ement  places^whejeil^  sheuM  please  bins. in  ^ 
realm  of  England.     And  that  no  one  should  change 
Gold  oriSilvei:,  for  prpfit,  except  the  sa^d  Hugh. 


-•■s- 


d  Claiifl.  25  Edw^d  III,  m.  21. 
«  Glaus.  95Edward.IlI.  FarjtI.m,  IQ.  d^X^ 
^  Statute  25  £dw.  III.  Stat.  5.  chap.  1^.  See  the  Annals  under, 
tWsj^BffM.  T,,  ;,    ,   V       fi;,  ,(Jlaj:^,.?qPdward  III.  m.ia*  dors, 
h  Statute  27  Edward  III.  cap.  14.    Se^  tl^  Annals  sub  anna, 

VOL.  IV.    *  -.N,.    ?  .•  7    J:?  V    ,  .'    )   .  > 
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For  this  privilege  he  was  to  pay  to  the  King  ^.500 
fer  annum  K 

1355-  As  the  Exchanges  were  still  carried  on  hy 
persons  unauthorized,  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
declaring  such  exchange  to  be  a  capital  offence,  and 
punishable  by  loss  of  life,  and  limb,  and  by.  for- 
feiture of  every  thing  which  could  be  forfeited  ^. 

In  the  same  year  the  Sheriff  of  London  was  or- 
dered to  make  Proclamation  that  the  King  had  ap- 
pointed Henry  Picard  to  be  Keeper  of  all  Exchanges, 
as  well  of  Money  as  of  Plate,  &c.  according  to  In- 
denture ^ 

1358.  The  same  person  was  again  appointed  on 
the  30th  of  November  in  this  year,  from  the  Mi- 
chaelmas preceding  to  the  same  time  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  paying  to  the  King  200  marks  for  ati 
profits,  &c.  ■" 

1359*  By  an  Indenture  dated  in  his  33d  year, 
Bartholomew  Guy  de  Castilon,  merchant  of  London, 
and  Adam  de  St.  Ive,  of  the  same,  were  appointed 
Keepers  of  all  the  King's  Exchanges,  as  well  of  his 
Money,  as  of  all  other  Coins,  Plate  of  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver, and  broken  Silver,  &c. " 

1360.  In  this  year  that  Indenture  was  repeated  ® ; 
as  it  was  also  in  1361,  when  Proclamation  was  or- 
dered  to  be  made  to  that  effect  P, 

1363.     Great  damage  having  been  sustained  by 

i  Claus.  ^8  E.  III.  m.  ^8  dors, 
t  Claus.  29  E.  111.  m.  13.  dors.     See  the  Annals. 
•1  Claus.  29  E.  III.  m.  13.  dors. 
«>  Claus.  32  E.  111.  m.  7-  dors, 
n  Claus.  33  5.  HI.  m.  13.  dors, 
o  Claus.  34  £.  III.  m.  13.  dors. 
P  Claus.  35  £.  III.  m.  40.  dors. 
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subtle  exchanges  of  the'Money  which  was  made  in 
the  Mint  at  Calais,  proper  measures  were  taken  for 
preventing  such  practices  for  the  future  ^. 

1364.  The  grant  of  the  office  of  Exchanger, 
which  in  the  years  I359,  1360,  an3  1361,  had  been 
made  to  Castilon  and  Ive,  was  now  made  to  Ive 
alone ;  who  was  authorized  to  hold  Exchanges  in 
all  sufficient  places,  where  he  should  think  fit,'  as 
well  in  the  King's  Mints  [Cunagiis]  as  elsewhere, 
except  in  the  city  of  York,  for  two  years  from  Mi- 
chaelmas preceding.  No  other  person  was  to  make 
exchange,  for  profit,  on  forfeiture  of  every  thing 
that  could  be  forfeited  ^ 

1366,  He  was  again  appointed  in  this  year,  when 
he  was  to  pay  a  rent  of  ^.100  per  annum  to  the 
King  8. 

1367.  On  the  8th  of  December  a  Proclamation 
was  ordered  to  be  made  for  continuing  the  Exchange 
at  Biicklersbury,  without  any  reservation  of  profit 
to  the  King  *. 

In  the  2d  year  of  Richard  II.  the  King  granted  to 
William  Salesburie,  Goldsmith,  to  hold  the  Ex- 
change in  Lumbard-street  in  London,  by  himself 
or  his  deputies,  as  well  for  the  exchange  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  as  for  the  merchandize  of  all  kinds  of  Bul- 
lion, Plates,  and  vessels  of  Silver  and  Gold  in  the 
King's  name,  paying  yearly  into  the  Exchequer 
^20.  for  the  profit  of  the  said  Exchange.  Provided 
always  that  the  King  should  not  change  his  Mo- 

q  Rot.  Franc.  37  E.  III.  m.  11.    See  account  of  Calais  Mint, 
r  Claus.  38  E.  III.  m.  10.  dors, 
ii  Claus.  40  E.  III.  m.  13.  dors. 
^  Claus.  41  £.  III.  m.  4.  dors.. 
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ney ;  and  that  the  said  William  should  cause  M 
such  plates  and  vessels  of  Silver  and  Gold  so  e^c* 
changed,  to-  be  carried  to  the  King's  Mint  in  the 
Tower  of  London  **.  And  the  Mayor  of  London 
was  commanded'to  proclaim  the  same  ;  and  that  the 
Exchange  should  be  held  in  no  other  place^  on  pain 
of  forfeiture  *. 

1382  to  1393.  The  Laws  which  forbade  the  car- 
rying of  Bullion  or  Money  out  of  the  Kingdom 
were  so  strictly  enforced  during  this  reign,  that 
when  a  bill  of  exchange  was  drawn  by  Nicholas 
Luke,  merchant  of  the  Society  of  Guinigi,  or  his  as- 
sociates in  foreign  parts,  in  favour  of  John  Clere- 
vaus.  Archdeacon  of  Suffolk,  the  King's  special  li- 
cense was  necessary  to  permit  it  to  be  paid  there ; 
and  that  was  granted  only  on  condition  that  no  Bu1-> 
lion,  nor  Money,  of  Gold  or  Silver  should  be  carried 
out,  under  pretence  of  the  said  license,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture.  Divers  Writs  were  also  directed  to  the 
keepers  of  the  passage  in  the  Ports  of  London,  Do- 
ver, Jeremuth  [Yarmouth],  and  Sandwich,  to  inform 
them  that  thc^  King  had  granted  his  license  to  vari- 
ous persons,  to  pass  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to 
carry  certain  sums  of  Money  with  them  y. 

u  Fin.  %  R.  11.  prope  initium  Rotuli. 

/ 

^  Brevia  Regis  2  R.  Ilv  part  1^  article  3, 

y  Rot.  Cambii  ab  ann.  6  usque  anno  Vt  R.  II.  m.  9.  Licenses 
were  also  granted  in  his  6tH^  7tb^  Sth^  and  9th  yeare  to  merchant 
to  make  exchange  into  foreign  parts^  at  peace  with  the  King, 
notwithstanding  the  statute  to  the  contrary  5  provided  that  they 
should  not,  under  colour  of  that  license^  carry  out  of  the  King- 
dom any  Gold  or  Silver,  in  Bullion  or  in  Money,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture.  [See  Rot.  Franc.  6  R^  II.  m.  €  ^  7 IL  IL  m.  66  > 
8  R.  II.  m.  29  >  9  R.  IL  m.  38.] 
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1590.    A  ^tute  was  made  io  his  14th  year  for 
tfaie  fttrtfaer  ^regulation  of  ExchEuige$^. 
-    1399*     Henry  the  Fourth  granted  out  ih^  office 
ef  Exchanger  in  his  jfirst  year^  and  in  his  ninth  year 
prohibited  all  other  but  his  own  Exchanger  ^. 

1413.  Henry  the  Fifth,  in  his  first  year^. granted 
the  office  of  Exchanger,  within  the  City  of  London 
and  Town  of  Calais,  in  ample  manner  to  Lodovic 
John*^;  and  in  1414  the  grant  was  renewed  for 
three  years,  with  prohibition  of  all  others^;  and  the 
same  also  in  1417  ^. 

'  1421.  By  an  Indenture  of  this  year  the  King 
constituted  John  Patesley,  citizen  and  goldsmith, 
his  Exchanger,  with  several  covenants®  ;  and  for  the 
Out  Ports  and  other  parts  of  the  realm,  out  of  Lon-^ 
don,  a  Commission  was  directed  to  the  Justices  of 
Assize  throu^out  England^  to  communicate  and  to 
treat  with  any  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects  who 
would  undertake  the  office  of  Exchange  of  the 
King's  Money  ^ 

In  the  same  year  a  Statute  was  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Exchanges  in  London  and  elsewhere  in 
the  realm  s ;  and  the  Statute  of  the  25th  of  Edward 
III.  chapter  12,  was  enforced  by  writ  directed  to 
the  Sheriflf  of  London  ^. 

1429.  At  the  demise  of  Henry  V.  Ba^holomew 
Goldbeater  was  Ej^changer  by  I*ndentare*;  and;  not- 


■  t  '  < 


9  Statute  14  R.  II.  cha.  2.         ^  Cauibitiai  Regis,  p.  5. 

^^"Pat.  1  H,  V.  p.  1.  m.  ^.    The  same  grant  appears  to  have 
been  made  at  th^  same  time  to  Jo.  Kendale^  the  King*s  Secre- 
tary;    [Bundell.  de  privato  Sigillo  R.  3.  in  namero.  49.     Vin- 
cents GolIeetioBS.] 
'   ^-  Pat.$  H.  V.  part  2.  m.  «3*        d  Pat.  5  H.  V.  m.  1. 

e  Canibium  Regis,  page  5.  ^  Pat  Q^H.  V.  part  2*  fti.  "8. 

S  Statute  9  H.  V.  Statute  2.         »»  Claus.  9  H.  V.  m.  6.  dors. 
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withstanding  the  voidance  of  his  Indenture  by  the 
King*s  death,  he  was  commanded  to  continue  the 
exercise  of  that  office  (as  the  record  says)  to  the  pro- 
fit of  the  King  and  his  people ;  and  upon  supplica- 
tion for  allowance  for  waste,  he  was  allowed  for  ex- 
change one  Penny  Halfpenny  per  Noble  K 

In  this  year  the  Master  of  the  Mint  was  allowed^ 
by  Statute,  to  hold  the  King's  Exchanges,  until  the 
next  Parliament,  provided  that  he  brought  all  Plate, 
Slc.  to  the  Mint^  to  be  by  him  coined  there  J. 

1423-4.  An  Indenture,  under  the  Privy  Seal, 
was  soon  after  made  between  the  King  and  Bartho- 
lomew Seman,  alias  Goldebeather,  Master  and 
Worker  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London,  by 
which  the  said  Bartholomew  was  appointed  Keeper 
and  Changer  of  the  Exchanges  in  the  City  of  York, 
by  himself  or  deputies  for  whom  he  should  be  anr 
swerable,  from  the  21st  day  of  October  in  the  pror 
ceding  year,  during  the  King's  pleasure. 

By  the  terms  of  the  Indenture  he  was  bound  to 
receive  all  manner  of  Gold  and  Silver  brought  to  the 
said  Exchange,  and  to  pay  to  the  bringers  thereof  the 
reasonable  value,  abating  five  Shillings  for  the  Seig- 
nprage  and  Coinage,  and  five  Pence  for  the  Ext 
change  of  the  Pound  of  Gold,  of  the  weight  of  the 
Tower  of  London,  and  no  more.  Which  five  Shil- 
lings and  five  Pence  were  reckoned  according  to  the 
rate  of  one  Penny  Halfpenny  for  a  Noble  of  the 
§ame  weight. 

The  above  allowance  for  the  Pound  of  Gold,  the 

i  Cambium  Regis^  page  6.  I  believe  he  was  Exchanger  in  the 
city  of  York  only.  For  Derlyngton  was  made  Exchanger  1 
H.  VI. 

j  Statqte  1  H.  VI.  chap.  4*    ^^  t|)e  Annals  ^nder  this  yes^r. 
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King,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  granted  to  the 
said  Bartholomew  for  his  own  proper  use,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  should  bear  all  charges,  costs,  and  ex- 
penses of  the  said  Exchanges  during  the  said  term. 

He  was  also  bound  to  give  to  the  people,  accord- 
ing  to  the  said  rate  of  Exchange^  good  and  lawful 
Money  of  England,  by  weight  or  by  number^  at 
their  choice,  without  any  delay.  And  if  the  said 
Money  should  prove  to  be  greatly  deficient  in  weight 
or  in  allay  (which  God  forbid)  he  was  bound  to  give 
.  sufficient  Money  for  it  immediately. 

And  the  said  Exchanger  was  obliged  to  carry,  or 
cause  to  be  carried,  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  which  be 
should  receive  in  the  said  Exchanges,  or  should  pur- 
chase by  colour  of  his  office,  to  the  said  Tower  of 
London,  there  to  be  melted  and  made  into  Money, 
nnder  the  inspection  and  attestation  of  the  King's 
Assayer  and  Controller  for  the  time  being,  to  the 
increase  of  the  Money,  profit  of  the  Realm,  and 
ease  of  the  People,  without  applying  it  to  any  other 
•use,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  double  the  value  to  the 
King. 

The  Exchanger  was  always  to  have  ready  suffi- 
cient sums  of  Gold  and  Silver,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
people  repairing  to  th6  said  Exchanges,  without 
delay  from  want  of  Money. 

.  And  he  was  bound  to  the  King  that  he  would  not 
for  any  advantage,  &c.  voluntarily  dielay  any  person 
bringing  Gold  or  Silver  to  the  Tower  to  be  coined, 
nor  would  compel  any  one,  on  any  pretence,  to  give 
up  the  coining  of  his  Gold  or  Silver  in  the  said 
Tower,  in  oi;der  to  go  to  the  said  Exchanges,  but 
would  deliver  the  same  without  cost  or  hindrance,  at 
the  said  Tower,  according  to  the  obligations  of  his 
Indenture  with  the  King  as  Master  and  Worker  of 
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the  Money,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  double  die  Mofoey 
which  he  ought- to  have  given  to  the  party  aggrieved 
in  that  case. 

And  the  King  engaged  to  prohibit,  by  Proclama- 
tion, the  holding  any  Exchange  either  publickly  or 
privately  in  that  City,  and  the  making  exchange  for 
profit,  except  by  the  King's  Exchanger,  under  the 
pain  and  forfeiture  contained  in  the  Statute  of  the 
25th  year  of  King  Edward  III.  Of  which  forfeiture 
the  King,  by  the  advice  of  his  Council,  ordained 
that  the  said  Bartholomew  should  have  twelve  Pence 
in  the  Pound,  whenever  the  same  should  be  legally 
adjudged,  at  the  suit  of  the  said  Bartholomew  K 

1424.  In  order  to  maintain  the  provisions  of  the 
Statute  of  the  14th  year  of  Richard  11.  chapter  the 
second,  it  was  ordained  in  1424  that  the  Chancellor 
of  England,  for  the  time  being,  should,  from  15  days 
to  1 5  days,  return  Copies  of  the  Briefs  of  Exchange 
into  the  Exchequer.  And  the  Treasurer  and  Barons 
of  the  same  were  empowered,  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  to  examine  the  Customers,  and  to  pu- 
nish such  as  should  be  found  culpable^. 

1434.  From  an  Account  of  the  annual  Revenue 
of  the  Kingdom,  which  was  made  out  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  13th  year,  of  the  King,  it 
appears  that  the  Profits  of  the  Exchange  for  one 
year  amounted  to  the  following  sums : 

Within  the  City  of  London  c  marz. 

To  the  Court  of  Rome,  viz.  for  every  Noble  iid. ; 
XX  marz.  by  estimate  as  Stopyngdon  says  °*. 

1438.     In  this  year  the  King  remitted  to  the  Bi- 

^  Bundle  in  the  Tower  unclaaeed. 

I  Rot.  Cambii  2  to  14  H.  VI. 

TO  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  433. 
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irfiop  of  Salisbury  the  sum  of  ^.26^  7^.  9^2.  which 
una  due  on  account  of  the  £xchange  of  a  certain 
sum  of  Money,  for  the  obtaining  the  ApostQlical 
Bull  of  his  Episcopacy.  But  the  King  was  willing 
that  the  Keeper  of  his  Exchange  should  i  have  allow- 
ance of  the  aforesaid  sum^  towards  the  payosu^nt  of 
the  rent  of  the  «aid  Exchange  ^. 

In  the  same  yesr  the  Office  of  Exchange  within 
the  Realm  of  England,  and  at:  Calais,  was  granted 
to  John  de  Faddesle,  all  others  being  prohibited  ''• 
i  1445-  Robert  Mansfield  was  made  Exchanger  by 
Letters  Patent,  and  Indenture,  in  tb^e  .24th  year  of 
the  KingP;  and  John  Lematoh  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  the  Exchange  and  Coii^age  in  th^  Tower 
of  London  in  1447,  ^^^  ^^^^9  ^i^h  two.  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  per  day  for  wages  ^. 

1448.  Richard  Tunstall^  however,  had  a  grant  of 
the  Exchange  in  this  year',  as  had  also  he  and  Wil* 
liam  Avener  in  the  year  1453^,  in  which  latter  year 
there  stands  upon  the  Rolls  the  appointment  like- 
wise of  Thomas  Montgomery  and  John  Hynde  to 
the  office  of  Warden  of  Exchange  and  Mint,  for 
life^  with  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  day  for 
wages*. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  in  the  year  preceding^  John 
Blakeney  and  Robert  Caterton  were  appointed  clerks 
of  the  Exchange  and  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London 


P  Cambium  Regis^  page  6. 
r  Cambium  Regis,  pa^  6. 


n  Pat.  16  H.  VI.  part  2.  m.  17- 

o  Pat  16  H.  VI.  part  1.  m.  4. 

q  Pat.  25  H.  VI.  p.  2.  m.  29. 

s  Pfet.  31  H.  VI.  part  2.  m.  33. 

t  Pat.31  H.  VI.  part  2.  m.  20  and 23.  I  am xinable  toaecount 
for  these  several  appointments  in  tlis  yea^,  especially  as  two  of 
them  are  for  life. 
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for  life,  and  the  longer  liver  of  the  two  to  enjoy  the 
office  singly.  The  wages  to  be  due  to  them  from 
the  25th  year  of  the  King,  and  the  arrears  to  be 
paid".  ' 

1462.  In  this  year  King  Edward  IV.  granted  to 
William  Hattclifle,  his  physician,  forty  marks  annu- 
ally, out  of  the  Profits  of  his  Exchange  within  the 
Realm  of  England  to  foreign  parts  ^. 
^  1463-  By  *  Writ,  which  bore  date  in  this  year, 
directed  to  the  Warden  of  the  Exchange  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  it  appears  that  Hugh  Amory  had 
been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Porter  of  the  Ex- 
change, by  himself  or  deputy,  for  life ;  and  the 
Warden  was  commanded  to  pay  to  him  three  Pence 
per  day  for  wages,  such  being  the  antient  allow- 
ance, according  to  the  account  of  John  Thorp, 
Clerk,  Warden  of  the  Exchange,  in  the  forty -fourth 
year  of  Edward  Ill.y 

1464.  The  office  of  Exchange  within  the  whole 
Realm  was,  in  this  year,  granted  to  William  Hat* 
difFe  and  M.  Burhull  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
they  paying  annually  to  the  King  thirty  Pounds  ^. 

'  But  it  should  seem  that  the  office  was  taken  from 
them  by  the  Act  of  Resumption  in  the  same  year;  for 
William  Lord  Hastings  was,  by  the  King's  Inden- 
ture of  that  date,  made  Keeper  of  all  manner  the 
King's  Exchange  and  Outchange  in  the  Tower  of 

.  u  Claus.  30  H.  VI.  m.  17.        »  Pat  2  E.  IV.  p.  1.  m.  5. 

y  Claus.  3  E.  IV.  m.  18. 

2  Pat.  4  E.  IV.  part  1.  m.  18.  It  appears  from  the  Act  of  Re- 
sumption which  parsed  in  that  year,  that  they  had  likewise  the 
office  of  Exchange  for  the  town  of  Calais  5  that  the  old  rent  was 
s£20.  per  annum,  and  that  they  were  to  pay  ^10.  over  of  in- 
crease.    [Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.  529.] 
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Londph>  in  the  Realm  of  England/  Territory  of  Ire- 
land^ and  Town  of  Calais  *. 

1468.  Lord  Hastings  appointed  Hugh  Briee  to 
be  his  deputy,  against  whose  proceedings  in  his  of- 
fice the  following  Petition  was  presented  by  the 
Commons  in  Parliament  assembled :  * 

To  the  Kyng  our  Liege  Lord.    Be  hit  remembred 
that  the  xx  day  of  •  May,  the  viii  yere  of  the  reigne 
of  pure   Soverayn   Lord   King  Edward   iiiith,    at 
Westm',  into  the  House  accustumed  for  the  Com- 
mens  of  the  Londe,  afore  the  same  Commens  come 
oon  George  Wylersby,  goldsmyth,  desiryng  to  open- 
and  declare  certeyn  maters,  concernyng  the  wele 
and  ,profitt  of  oure  seid  Soverayn  Lord,  and  this 
youre  Reame,  and  thereuppon  he  was  thereto  ad- 
mitted;    atte   which  tyme   and   place,    the    same 
George  opened  and  declared,  that  Hugh  Bry ce,  of 
London,     gold^myth,    Keper  of   the   Kyngs   Es- 
chaunge  in  London,  and  one  of  the  Governours  of 
the  Kyngs  Mynte  at  his  Toure  of  London,  ayens 
the   Proclamation   made  for   oure    said    Soverayn 
Lord,  duryng  the  tyme  that  he  hath  occupied,  hath 
taken  of  every  li.  weight  of  Silver,  bought  in  the 
saifl   Eschaunge,  xrf*  over  all  duetex,  hot   under- 
stondyng  that  the  Kyng  nor  the  Marchaunt  waft 
answered  thereof;  and  of  every  li.  weight  of  Gold, 
bought  in  the  same  Eschaunge,  over  the  duete  tof 
the  cunage,  and  all  other  dueteez  due  by  reason  of 
the  same  iiii*.  iid.  to  the  grete  losse  of  oure  seid 
Soverayn  Lorde,  and  hurteof  all  merchauntez,  And 
other  persons  repairyng  to  the  seid    Eschaunge. 
Also  the  seid  George  then  opened  and  declared,  that 

*  Pat.  4  E.  IV.  part^.  ip.  16.  Indenture.     He  was  ako  Master 
of  the  Mint. 
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the  Money  of  Sylver  coigned  by  the  seid  Hugh^  and 
his  felawes  and  servauntez  in  these  dayes^  was  worse 
in  alaye^  then  were  the  Herries  Grotez,  by  nid.  in 
the  poonde  weight.  To  which  maters  the  sd^  Hugh 
by  the  seid  Comens  was  admitted  to  answere.  And 
he  seid^  that  he  had  resceyved  lyid.  ob.  of  every  li. 
weight  of  Sylver,  bought  in  the  seid  Eschaunge,  by 
reason  of  his  ferme  taken  of  the  Ky ng ;  and  that  he 
had  ta)(en  and  resceyved  of  every  Noble  bought  in 
the  said  Eschaunge  id^;  that  is  to  sey,  a  ob.  ao* 
cording  to  the  seid  Proclamation,  and  a  ob.  over, 
which  maketh  the  somme  of  iiii^.  iid.  taken  of 
every  ti.  weight  of  Gold  afore  specified.  Which  seid 
maters  and  the  dependauntez  theruppon,  for  brief- 
nesse.  of  tyme,  by  the  said  Comens  may  not  tho^ 
roughly  be  examined  and  understoud. 

Please  it  therfore  your  Highness,  by  the  advis 
and  assent  of  the  Lordes  spirituell  and  temporell,  in 
this  present  Parlement  assembled,  and  be  auctorite 
of  the  same,  to  assigne,  name  and  appoynt,  the  full 
I(everent  Fiatders  in  God,  Thomas  Cardenall  and 
Archebisshop  of  Caunterbury,  George  Archebisshop 
of  York,  Robert  Bysshop  of  Bathe,  Chauncellor  of 
England,  and  the  noble  Lord  Richard  Erie  of  Warre-- 
wy k,  Richard,  the  Erie  Ry uers,  Tresorer  of  England, 
John  Lorde  Wenlok,  Jolui  Markham,  Knight,  Chief 
Justice ($f  your  Comen  Benche^.  Richard  Illy ngwortb, 
Knyght,'  Chief  Baron  of  your  Eschequer,  Thomas 
Billy  ng,  and  William  Lakyn,  ii  Justices  of  the  Pleez 
afore  you  to  be  holden,  and  John  Say,  Thomas  Bo- 
rough, John  Howard,  Thomas  Tnssbani,  Rafe  Jos- 
selyn.  Knight,  John  Delves,  Thomas  Urswyk,  John 
Stanhop,  Thomas  Frowyk,  William  Eylond,  and 
Henry  Boteler,  persones  of  the  Comen  Hou^e^  by 
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tbe  Commens  of  the  same  House  named,  they  xxiiii^ 

XXIII,    XXII,   XXI,    XX,    XIX,    XVIII,    XVII,    XVI,    XV, 

xiiii,  XIII,  qr  xn  of  theym,  whereof  ii  of  the  forseid 
Spirituell  Lordes,  ii  of  the  seid  Temporell  Lordes^ 
ii  of  the  seid  Justices,  and  vi  of  the  seid  other  per*- 
sones  of  the  seid  Commen  House,   be  xii ;    they 
xxiiii,  &c.  or  XII  of  theym,  wherof  ii,  &c,  &c.^  [as 
above]  be  xii ;  the  same  xxiiii,  &c.  or  xii,  to  have  . 
poiair  and  auctorite  be  this  Acte,  to  here  and  deter- 
myn  all  the  maters  aforeseid,  and  all  other  maters 
which  shall  be  alleged  be  the  said  George,  ayens  the 
seid  Hugti,  concernyng  eny  default  declared  or  here- 
after to  be  declared  be  the  seid  George,  or  bfe  eny 
other  persone,  ayens  the  seid  Hugh,  concernyng  the 
Cunage,  Alaye,  and  Eschaunge  aforesaid,  and  every 
mater  dependyng  and  concernyng  theym  and  •  every 
of  theym,  as  well  by  the  examination  of  l4ie  seid 
George  and  Hugh,  as  of  eny  other  persone  or  pen- 
sones,  as  otherwise,  after  the  discretion  of  the  foi^ 
seid  X.ordes^  Juges,  and  persones,  be  this  Acte  as- 
signed, and  accordyng  to  the  same.     And  that  the 
seid  George  and  Hugh,  and  either  of  theym,  per- 
sonelly  appere  daily^  at  commaundement  of  the  for^ 
seid  Lordes,  Juges,  and  persones  assigned,  but  yf 
eny  resonable  cause  of  excugje  happen  to  the  con- 
trarie,  uppon  the  payn,  yf  the  seid  Hugh  make  de- 
falt  at  eny  day  lymyt  hym,  to  be  convict  of  the 
tnaters  alleged  ayens  hym  ;    the  seid  George,  upon 
OTch  peyn  as  shall  be  thought  resonable  by  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  $eid  Lordes,  Juges,  and  persons  as- 
signed :  the  excuse  of  the  defalt  of  either  of  the  seid 
George  or  Hugh>  yf  eny  happe^  also  to  be  weyed 
be  the  discretion  of  the  same  Lordes,  Juges,  and  per- 
sones assigned  as  aforesaid.     And  that  every  action 
sued  or  to   be   sued   be  eny  persone  or  persones 
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ayem  the  seid  George,  in  eny  Courte  within  your 
Reame,  be  putte  in  respite ;  and  in  noo  wise  pro- 
cede  afore  the  XV  of  Seint  Martyn  in  wynter  next 
eomyng  after  the  makyng  of  this  Acte ;  the  same 
George  in  the  mean  tyme,  in  his  persone  or  goodes, 
in  noowise  to  be  trobled,  vexed,  or  greved,  be  eny 
of  the  seid  actions,  procez,  or  executions  of  the 
same,  or  eny  of  theym. 

Responsio.  Le  Roy  I,e  voet :  ovesque  ceo  q*  ne 
soit  prejudice  ne  damage  a  luy,  ne  a  sa  Corone,  ne  a 
i5on  Prerogatyf  Roiali. 

The  following  schedules  were  added  to  this  Pe- 
tition. 

Tepor  unius  cedqlae  cedularum  predictarum  se- 
quitur  sub  hiis  verbis. 

,  Whereas  George  allegeth,  that  v  take  of  everych 
Noble  a  Halpeny,  contrary  to  the  King's  Proclama- 
tion, I  answere  thus.  The  Proclamation  is  this, 
that  every  man  that  bringeth  a  Noble  of  juste  poys 
to  the  Kings  Eschaunge,  shuld  have  yiiw.  virf.  oh. 
and  so  the  King's  intent  is  to  have  pf  every  Noble 
but  a  Halpeny  oonly.  The  Proclamation  is  long, 
and  must  have  leyser  and  tyme,  in  case  the  trouth 
shuld  be  proved,  the  which  to  your  wisdomes  shall 
playnly  appere ;  it  must  be  proved  by  indifferent 
persones,  wherefore  yf  it  please  you  to  give  me  re- 
sonable  layser,  I  shall  prove,  that  y  have  not  offended 
the  King's  intent  conteyned  in  the  seid  Proclama- 
tion, ne  hurte  noon  other  persone  that  ought  to  take 
any  availe  by  the  same. 

Also,  whereas  dyvers  of  my  maisters  of  this  house 
tbynk  that  my  confession  of  the  ix^i.  ob.  shuld  con- 
dempne  myself,  I  will  prove  sufficiently  afore  your 
maisterships,  that  y  owe  to  have  the  said  ix^.  ob. 
by  reason  of  my  farme,  as  the  King's  propre  goodes 
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belongyng  to  his  corone^  without  any  wrong  doen  to 
any  persone  in  takyng  of  the  same ;  the  premises 
considered,  I  beseech  you  all  my  maisters,  to  take 
such  directions  as  shall  accorde  with  Goddes  plea- 
sure, worship  to  all,  and  as  the  trouth  may  be  best 
knowen. 

Tenor  alterius  c^dulae  cedularum  praedidtarum 
sequitur  banc  seriem  verborum  continens. 

Memoranda  that  there  was  chaunged  in  the  King*s 
Exchaunge  in  London,  as  it  apperithby  the  boks  of 
the  seid  Exchaunge  and  Tour,  from  the  xvi  day  of 
September  anno  v*®,  unto  the  fest  of  Michaelmas 

M  C 

anno  vi**^  in  gold,  cxxxvii.  viii.  lxxv  old  Nobles 
by  weight ;  whereof  is  reteyned  of  every  such  No- 
ble above  writen  by  way  of  emption  for  the  Kyngs 
ferme,  and  for  my  cosies,  charges,  and  weights  id. 

0 

Summa  v.  lxxiiii/i.  ix^.  viid. 
Item,  there  was  chaunged  in  the  seid  Exchaunge 
iniheyere  and  tyme  aforesaid  ;  as  it  appereth  by  the 

M        C  •  * 

seid  books,  in  Silver,  in.viii.  xlv/i.  troy ;  whereof 

is  reteyned  of  every  pound  above  writen,  by  way  of 

emption,  and   for  my  costes,  charges,  and  wages 

niid.  ob. 

Sum'a  Lxxii/i,^  xxn^.  ob. 

Summa  to*  reteyned  of  the  parcell  aforesaid,  in 

c 
the  Exchaunge  in  London  vi.  XLvi/f.  xis.  wd.  ob. 

Wherof  paied  to  the  Kyng  our  Soverayn  Lord 

for  the  tyme  abovesaid  iwili. 

And  so  remayneth  with  me  for  my  costes,  charges, 
and  wages,  for  me  and  my  servauntez  ccxlvi/?.  xm. 
yd.  ob.  ' 

Memorand',  that  there  was  chaui^ged  in '  the  said 

b  Should  be  Lxxnr. 


»«  » 


»    ^ 


1^2  ANNALS   aE^SW^f  COINAGE. 

ExchauDg^  froin  th^  ^at  ^of  MichMlm^s  in  «mno 
vi^^3  unto  Miqba^pna^  aoiw>  vu^;  that  is^:to  say,  m 

GoW  LX.CLXiii  oHe  Nobles  by  weight;  whereof 
^was  reteyn^d  of  every  such^oble  above  writen,  by 
way  of  emption  fore  the  KLing's  ferine,  and  for  niy 
costeB^  charges^  and  wages,  id^ 

Summa  ccf.lL  xiiis.  vnd. 

,  Item,  there  was  chaupged  in  the  said  Exobaiuige, 

from  Mighelmas  afor^saici^  in  anno  vi^,  unto  Mighel«^ 

mas  next  siiying  anno  \i\^ji  that  is  to  sey,  in  Sylver 

M     '    C       XX     ' 

III.  nil,  iin  VI  pounde  troy,  Wherof  was  reteyned  of 
eveiy  li.  abovfe  written,  by  wey  of  emption  for  the 
Kyngs  ^fertne;"*' and  fbr  my  costes,   charges,   and 
ws^es,  txd.  oB.    Summk  cxxxvii?e.  xixif.  ix^:  ' 
SumAia  to*  reteyned 'of  the  ii  parcell  aforesaid 

in  the  Kynge  Exchaunge  in  Lf6ndon;iii..iiii.  ymfy 
xiiw.iiiirfi  »      '  r 

Wheror  was  paied  to  the  ,King  oyre  SoveraycC 
JLord,  for  the  tyme  abbvelaid  cc/i.        .  -r^ 
-Andso  remayneth  with  me,  for  my  costesj  ch^rgei;. 

and  wages  for  me  and  my  aervlfinte  cam.  YniAT 

MemoitsMid*^  thai  Ah^^Avas  cbanpgod  m  Ihe  Ki«|^ 
£xchauiige*a/i  .Loifdi>Kr|i  ai^  itlaj^pereth  by  tfa^  h&M 
of  thelE)x^hpiunge  ^ndffhm'^*fihih  the  felt  lofMighel-^* 
mas  in  anno  vii%  lAiit^  thfiifest  of  Estw  Mwrnngim 

annoviii°,  that  is  to  say,  in^  (GJolcf,  xxxii;.iii  IN'obW 
by  weight ;  wherof  '\^as  reteyned  pf  every  such  Wo-^ 
ble  above  writtetf,  bj/'wey  of  femtition  for  tj\e  Kyngs 
ferme,  and  for  my' costes,  charges^  and  wageS|  of 
Summa  lkxuIL  his.  ^ 

•  33,300  Halfpehcc  itfa^e  rtnJfy  jfi»9;  7s.  6d/    '    ' 
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Iiefii^  there  was  cbstinged  in  the  Kyngs  £x- 

ehauAge^  from  the  seid  fest  of  Mighelnias  ihanno 

vii^y  unto  the  fest  of  Ester  next  folowy ng.  in  aftno 

c 
VIII**,  that  is  to  sey,  in  Sylver  m.  vni/i.  pond  troy  ; 

wherof  is  reteyned  of  every  H.  above  written,  by  wey 

of  emption  for  the  Kings  ferme,  and  for  my  costes, 

charges,  and  wages,  tind.     Summa  xxxli.  vis. 

Summa  to^  reteyned  of  the  li  parcells  aforesaid  in 
the  Kyngs  Exchaunge  in  London  ciili.  ixs. 

Wherof  paid  to  the  K3mg  oure  Soverayn  Lord, 
for  the  tyme  abovesaid  clu 

And  so  reoiayneth  with  me,  for  my  costes, 
charges,  and  wages,  for  me  and  my  servaunts  xhixs. 

It  is  to  be  know  en,  that  I  resceyve  Gold  and  Syl- 
v^  into  the  Tour  by  weight,  and  delyver  it  agayn 
by  the  same  weight,  therfore  takyng  the  Kyngs 
Cunage  accordyng  to  liis  Indenture,  without  eny 
profit  to  me  or  eny  of  myn  as  y  will  in  this  and  all 
the  poynts  aforeseid  be  reported,  by  all  merchaunts 
bryngyng  Gold  and  Sylver  to  the  Tour  or  Etehaunge, 
and  also  by  the  Warden  and  Countroller,  and  other 
Mioistres  of  the  M ynt  \ 

In  the  same  year  the  Exchange,  within  the  whole 
Realm,  was  granted  to  William  Hattchfie,  the 
King's  Secretary,  and  E.  C.  merdiant  of  Florence, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  thirty  Pounds,  for  the  term  of 
seven  3rears,  or  until  some  one  should  be  willing  to 
pay  more  for  the  said  office  *. 

146S.  According  to  the.autfaorr  of  ,the  tract  en- 
titled Cambium  I^gis,  the  grant  of  the  Exchange 
to  Lord  Hastings  was  renewed  in  the  e^hth  year  of 
the  King '.         . 

^  lloHs  ofFbrliaixieiit^  vol.  V.  p.  6$4. 
«  Rot.  Fio.  7  E.  IV.  m,  11.  ^  Cambium  Regis,  page  7. 

VOL.  IV.  O 
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14B2*  The  saaie  office  wa»  glinted  to  Baiihbb- 
txiGW  Read,  cilizen  aod  goldsmith  of  London,  in  this 
)^w;ar^ .  by  Letters  Patent  and  Indenture  P. 
--'  9483*  Richard  in.  appointed  John  Kendall,  his 
teoretary,  to  this  office,  by  Proclamation,  in  this 
yeftr\ 

r  1485.  In  the  first  year  of  Henry  VI I.  there  ap- 
fpear  upon  record  appointments  of  two  several  per- 
^aons  to  this  office ;  as  Richard  Fox  for  ten  years, 
lat  an  annual  rent  of  ^30.  6s.  Sd.  * ;  and  William 
$taifQrd^  who  was  appointed  by  Patent,  upon  the 
^Sth  of  September  K  His  Patent  appears  to  have 
:been  renewed  in  the  year  1487  K 
^  i  14$6*  .Nicholas  Flynt  was  appointed  upon  time 
/ 1  yth  of  May  in  this  year  "*. 

:  1508,  On  the  lyth  of  March  the  custody  of  th^ 
fCambii,  Escambii,  and  Recambii,  was  committed^o 
fthe  charge  of  Peter  Corsy,  merchant  of  Flor^nqe; 
fto  be  executed  by  himself  or  deputy,  from  the  feaeit 
of  the  Purification  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  la^t 
vpast,  to  Easter  in  the  year  1 509.  The  said  Peter  tp 
^K)Bduct  all  foreign  exchanges  and  rechanges  at  tb^ 
fate  of  three  Peiice  for  the  exchange  and  rechange  cf 
eacli  Ducat  of  Gold,  over  and  above  one  Penny 
:  which  used  to  be  paid  for  the  same. 

An- annual  rent  of  ^,240,  and  no  more,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Exchanger,  who  was  to  take  all  fines, 
mulcts,  &c.  which  should  be  imposed  by  virtu^  of 

t  Cambium  Regis,  page  7. 

h  Id.  ibid. 

i  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  VI.  page  STT'. 

^  Id.  page  380. 

I   Id.  page  407.  '       . 

u)  Patent^  amongst  Mint  Papers  in  the  Court  df  Exchequer. 
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any  StatuteB  or  Oidi  nances  idf  King  RifehardU*  or 
any  other  of  the  King^s  pred^eettsora  ^j 

"Thus  the  office  of  Exehangeii^"'  seiys itbe' author 
of  Cambium  Regis/  "« continfaed^  to- te  granted  dur- 
ii^  the  reign  of  iHertry  VII.  as  it  had'beetfibepAo- 
fore,  and  so  on  until  the  loose  times  of  Henry  VHL 
l$0&y  (upon  occasidn  of  his  base  Motieyj  whereupon 
no  constant  exchitngids  eould  heimadie)'  prepaiped'th^ 
way  for  the  ^nerdaohmeilt  <  of  the^  gbld smiths, -iprho 
(as  Sir  Robert  Gbtton  hath  observed i^)  havifi^  of 
late  in  our  times  cast  off  their  proper  tt'ade'ofi^old* 
smiths,  are  .become  un^ly,  to  the  |Rlng*s  '<pre- 
judice,  the  Masters  and'Com'manders4iereby«olitbb 
King's  Mints.  Andso*,  bys^titing^thbRfsehebcifti  the 
Sovereign  s  dignity,  bring  tiie  King  to  beK^a^ed'^nd 
«^t  ^on  trork  by  his  o^n  subjects  ;f  cohtrary  to '  the 
usfy  >of  the  former  best  tinieiin  this  statei  .  lAnd^ 
.th0' practice  of  the  wisest  and  gr^tliet  >Friiicei^aii 
te-eign  parts.  The  exchange  of  Gmii  or  ^mption  of 
Bullion  being  almost  ii^  all  neighbouring  st^dtesidffi-^ 
diiiQi  publicum ;  and  in  the  power  and^doiatioti '  qf 
jiHnces ;  none  being  at  liberty  to  exercise  Festatide 
diangeiur,  but  by  faeulty  ftom  the  Prihtej^ahd  t^ith 
relation  to  his  Mints!.'' P  »     ^  -     ui^'ii       i;  . 

.  1530.  In  this  year  ProckmstiofH  wnr  mad^that 
nb  one  should  make  exchatigd  contrary  to  ' the' Sta- 
tute of  King  Richard  11.^  '      h  . 

xi  Franc.  ^3  ft.  VII.  m.  2.    Rymer,  vol.  XIII.  p!  2lfe. 

o  See  **  The  Manner  and  Meanes  how  the  Kipgs.  of  England 
have  from  time  to  time  supported  and  repaired  their  estateil. 
Written  by  S^  Rob.  Cotton^  Knij^ht  and  Barronet^  annp  nonb 
Jacob!  Regis  Annoque  Domini  1609.**  Cottooi  posthuma>  p. 
197.  P  Cambium  Re^,  page  7* 

«l  Graftcm*?  ^hi:Q»icle,  eub  anno.  ./ 

•'7"    •   ■  *  •  .   02   ■  ■■ 
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**' iSSSf'' 'Bhf  iH*«i  f^^ Vttr!^ afterward  ^he-ioipoKcf 
dT  rt^lftr&fAt^i  ii)yih^  ExtTu^nglels*  appeared  i  so  foreibly, 
lAat't%'iV^6'fi)r^t:  t&ted^dff  for  a.limitedi  iime'^ 

t^deTiMatioW  4ti  this'ye&r  a* 'Statute  of 'the  ^d.^f 
ffeforyVIIV  (w'hleh  d:p^e8sly'ratifled  dfidicoiifiniied 
m  A(ity^»te;2$tb'year of  Edmnd  III.  ordained  fw 
^chfdngie^,'  and  afsd  dtti^nsiti  the  reigns  of. Henry. 
IV.  V.  and  VI.)  was  commanded  to  be  put  in  ««:e- 

155S.  Qu^M  Eililzabbib  soon  after  her  accession 
'turtied^hi^  Hboughts'totbe  stette  of  4he  Coinage/ and 
ft^fb&dethe  carrying  6f  Money  abroad  by  way^of  £x- 
diange".  i »  ; 

*^  15:72.  Ih  the  month  of  ApriKthe  Queen  gmntai 
to  Rifehard  MPartjrnV  rfti^en  and  goldsmith  of  Lon- 
don, the  ttece  of  Keeper  of  the  Exchange  and. Mint 
within  thfe  Tower  of  London  *.'  ..   li* 

1575.  It)  this*  V^r  S?r  WiHtam  Gecil^  Kuiight, 
Baron  of  Burghley,  had  a  grant  of  the  dAice^x>f 
Keeper  of  the  Chs(tigi&,  ^Exehangb  and  Rechange  in 
'^e  Tasini  of  England,  and  *ail  other  the  Queen's  jdo- 
triinions',  fey  himself  oi^  deputy;  *  with  poweivito 
dohtr'act  f6r  the  Exchange/  &c.  With  all  merchaaCs, 


•  f»     iic? 


.,  r  ProckQ99jli6n  in  tlie.Libr£|iy  q?  th^  Sof  ^e(y,  ^f  Antiqiiaries,  MS. 

f  Id.  Ibjd.  .1^1$  was  occasioned  by  the  remonstrances  of  Sir 
Thomas  Gresham,  )jv))o  represented  in  strong  terms  hoi^^n^bes- 
sary  it  was  that  merchants  should  Wp^Huitted'to^iextfPilse^i  ex- 
changes and  rechanges  without  restraints  \Sm  LiktqiSit'lS^O' 
mas^Grftaham  in  Werdfa  H^m  of ^>tb^  Vypfe^iifH^  Qf^  jSfj^liaai  Gol- 
l«e,  pag^3^*i|dApp^ndij^  J«o|^]       ^,^.    ,;   ^.  ^  ^      '^]^y 

'  Cambium  Regis,  page  7. 

«  Camdoni  Amv^ flizabethaeA  vol.  t  R., ^7v ^', 

»  Pat  14  Eli^i.  part  1^.  m.  43.    Rymer,  vol.  XVI.  page  T06v 


Icci  for  aU  9ama>to  bf  <^  toMff^  ithe 

realm  of  Englaod.^nd  thi9'Q)ifl(e[i|'s,f)9p)iQ^V?^  f^v^  p^ 

grant  letters  of  licence  lfiAU»fl>ftrcbj»Rt^^^  9tb?r«f  fft 
make  change^  &c.  ta»king  fpi^^^e^i^  lfi|t|terfl»H<;buSf^ 
W9  sA)0u)€lbe>agr6e«l  j^poio  bjr.hi^  w4Ul^™^r(^P^f 
&ci    To  hftW  tJftQiiKKnQ  fw  twwty-lifer^jlSWi?,^ . W# 
not  other  LettersPaten^,!  for.  fbe  /^fHQ/pufpQs^,  jifi^qs 
tct  be  grslnted  U  anj?.0tbQr>ppi;£iop  t^uri^  fjb^t/i^i^ 
One^balf  of  the^orfeitaree^  iq^h^^fji^  OT^^Vf^j^ 
tiflje,  tog©.to>tbcpateiX(»5»    ,  .(-.  .  I  /  h^K  .\^   VI 
For  these  privil^es  he  was  to  pay  to  the  Q))f|^9 
thkty  BonndsMyfiarly^  .atiiMiftbaplnWi^Hi  >      ^  •  ^  j 
.•  -ABd  wheiteaa  h«r  M^alyihad^NrffWo?^ 
tfit  Brofcci»  of  Expha»gft/  ^tb W^ii.^^»j^«Sf4^ 
chief  persons  through  whose  hands  exchang^a^^ 
tmdo^ -she  WBs  pka^sefl  |l;0;givr^,^H9b  j^ppoi^t^pnt, 
dodng  theisaidterm>  tjo  ;the,?aid^r  ^jifil|iwaP|J^      , 
V  -  Y5  76-   From  th^  Statute  o^  tb^  i<Stb  .?^^  ,E}|^hel;^ 

for  reformation  of  the  afjin^e^  in  g^ld^^^l^s,  \t,^g- 
pearv  that  tbe  £x)cbang^-apd  MiptiVtj^e  thea  xJis- 
tiiBjt offices;*.  .     ,       .     a    V    ,.  w    f 

r  il)i  itbat  yaar  a  Pri^laai^tion  waa  ;is§ji)^(or.,9r4^- 
iog^'  the.  exchange  of  ftlowy,  ini  wh)c|:f  ft?^??^  WV 
^ivQO/ibat  the  Law&.aj:xd  Sl;^tut§9  ^rmepfy  ^i^d^.fp^ 
tfa&ir^latjon.'pf 'Exf3bai^^.?«<>ulfl  l?,?tPf!$  if^.fi^^pvj- 
tion^  and  that  the  following  orders  should  be  set  up 
la.  places  cotivetiient,  declterihg^  the  rW»6^- dP  fex- 

ithe^tiMe; 

'e^s^.4iier6t6  antthoTKied^'-.  rirrr:  ■,,•  ^:...us-i  .,  '.-.(j 

'  ^ '  1';  ATI*  p^sons  ar^  giVeti>  to^undtpstimdrthatt  by.'the 

Laws  of  the  realm  no  ma^  (lUghf  tb  iMk&  ^^aiehange 

y  Harleian  MS§.  e99l  ^lio9l/'^  "  '^'*ta(teft^*&BHi^;*diiip.  15. 
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or  redias^  c^  Money^  but  such  as  are  autinm*ized 
by  h^r  Majesty.  > 

It  >  is  therefore  ordei^^  that  Edmond  Calthorp; 
Gliomas  MasWn^  of  the  City  of  London^  haber- 
dashers^  and  John  Wanton,  of  the  said  City,  grocer; 
n^fin  vreU  acquainted  wkh  the  manner  of  exchanges 
and  rechang)4$,  to  ^nd  from  the  City  of  London,  and 
to  and  froptrfoveign  parts,  may  make  and  give  siiffi* 
cient  warrant  to  all  persons  for  exchange  and  ra-* 
change,  agreeable  to  the  Statutes ;  and  tlierefore^ 
fri^aa  henceforthi  all  Bills  of  exchange  and  recbange 
indorsed  iOo;  subsi^ribed  with  the  name  and  hand 
Writiing  of  themy  or  any  of  tlnem,  shall  be  sufficient 
warrant  both  for  the  deliverer  and  the  taker. 

Item,- that  no  one.  do  go  about,  by  any  fraudulent 
colour  or  device,  to  alter,  or  discontinue^  the  antieivt 
Qianner  of  deliveriiig  or  taking  of  Money  by  ex-* 
changes  .  -      '  / 

Item,  though.it  appears  that  there  hath  been 
always  answered  to  her  Majesty's  progenitors,  and  to 
the  Masters, and  Keepers  of  the  Exchange,  upon 
evieiry  English  Noble,  one  Penny  by  the  deliverer, 
and  the  like  by  the  taker,  which  made  upon  every 
Pound  Sixpence ;  yet  for  the  more  ease  of  her  sub- 
jects this  is  reduced  by  her  Majesty  to  one  Farthing 
per  Noble,  by  the  deliverer  and  taker,  amourtting  to 
one  Halfpenny  only  on  the  Noble. 

Item,  that  the  Exchange^  Sec.  he  so  ordered,  that 
as  near  as  may  be,  and  as  time^  of  trade  may  sufier, 
the  Money  of  the  realm  mayoM  be  delivered*  under 
the  just  values  of  their  standard,  kiid  that  no  ex- 
changes of  Money  be  used  biit  for  the  use  of  known 
merchants,  or  oth^ers  wfto  by  her  M^estyjs  ligenae^ 
or  by  the  jLaws  and  usages  of  the  realm,  have,  or 
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here»fter  may^bftve^  permission  for 'iheir  needfiitbu* 
siness,  to  make  their  exchanges  of  the 'Monies  of 
this  realm,'  for  Monies- in  foreign  places. 

Finally,  if  any  further  matter  shall  appear  xvH^ 
ful  to  be  orda:ined,  for  the  bettefrusa^e  of  the  E!x>» 
chftnge,  or  for  the  explaining  of  any  doubts  that 
may  arise,  the  same  shall,  ivith  the  advice-  of  wise 
and  expert  men  in  the  < trade  of  merefaandize,  and  df 
exchange,  be  notified  in  like  tables,  from  time  io 
time,  to  be  seen  and  read  in  this  place  •. 

l600-  Notmthstfmding  these  orders,  the  ptwi^ 
tioe  of  defrauding  the  ^xcfaang^  appears  to  have  cort-^ 
tinued  with  undrminisfaed- vigour,  for  on  thl^  l8th 
of  October  the  lo^s  by  snch  abuse  was  stated  at  tab 
less  a  snnti  than  ^.500,000  annttally^j  and  in  the 
following  year,  l^oi^  Proclamation  was  made,  that 
the  Sti^tute  of  the  i^Sth  of  Edward  11 L  con<ieriiihg 
Exchanges,  was  enjoined  to  be  duly  observed  *?•     '-  ' 

In  the  same  year,  Sir  George  Carfeyj  Ti^easnrer  at 
War,  and  Vice-Tfeasurer  xif  Iceland,  had  a  patient 
granted  for  erecting  an  office^  called  the  office  of  he^ 
Highness  her  Exchange,  bWween  England  *and  Ire^ 

a  Harl.  MSS.  No  38.  folio 2^8.     '  b  Id.  folio  2^9  b.    '' . 

«*  Cambiuth  Regis,  page  7-    This  Statufe  wad  ufeb  m^iitk)Qefa 
in  various  Indentures  of  the  Kings  with  their  Excbangersi  ds  '   ' 
28  CL  III.  with  Wieklnghask       ,         .  ;  v  /   ; 

9  H.  V.  with  Patesly.    .  .     ,  l.\-] 

10  H.  VI.  with  William  Rus. 

24  H.  VI.  with  Mansfield.     * 

»6  H.  VI.  with  T6n^ft!l. 
V    a  £.  I V«  with  LiOi*d  Bastings. 

22E.lV.withReqd,   } 
In  all  which,  and  In  all  pther  Ifidentur^  pf  this  .of$ce>  the  King 
covenanted  to  proclaim,  that  none  should  hold  any  common  £x- 
ct^nges,    01'  fakb'prdfit  fbr  exchanging.     [Cambium  Regis> 
pag  B.}"   /'-    •  ♦      *'^-«    **■   ^- *:y  '*^  I ■'•.'•''  ■   •   * 
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I(|ii4^9  Qnd  bj!^  In<lM|ttoie  lif^vi^ii  hqri  Majesty. an<| 
tiiei^ajd  Sk  Geoijge  Gweyy  ihe  w%9  confttitiuted  Mft9-^ 
terof  4hf):^i^4#Qe  ia;Ei^Iand  and  Ireland ;  with 
p^w^  tOi<^m9^  iispni^  'm  LoiMi|t>n,  BristoU  and 
Chester^  in.16ng}and  r  atid  in  DubtiQi'  Cork^  Gaiway^ 
and'Caiit-ickf^gtftSyin  Ireland  ;.  or . within  other  cities^ 
to^nsror  pprl9(  in  EngkucKi'and  Irdand,  or  either  of 
them.  This  office  was^eslablished,  bteanse  the  Mo^ 
nil5y%theni /Ordered  to  be  coined'for  Ireland,  was  to  be 
remitted  Irom  EDglatld.  by  way  of  Exchange  ^; 

r^Propi.^tbisitim^nothingioccars  raspecting  tJiie £x- 
cbangeia,.  'until ithe  9tb  yearx^  Jan>es  1. 1 6*1 1 ,  when 
SttiRobeN:ilGQtton>Tet»)mHiended  4she  erecting  agakl 
tbeKing'a^BxdMinge;  by  ^hich,  he  says^  the  King, 
might  make  more  of  Bullion  than  he  now  dodt; 
The  profit  of  Vfhtoh  is  Jiow  ijagrossed  amongst -a  few 
goldsmiths^  "^and  j  would  yteid  above  sg;iO50OO.  a^ 
yeai^JF  ititreite  beedl^ly  regarded*;  and  then  should) 
the  King  himself  keep' bi^i  .Mint  iia<  continual  >work^ 
andliodlrNstanti  atithe^dennstion^yf  others  to  supply 
Bttllidn^:  and  should  jiever  want  the' materials  if  two 
tbingBjwcretsNbaervecl :  thtttbue^  to  peritiit  all  men^ 
bringia]^  ik  B^i^i^,  1  to  <  tirade  outward  the  value 
thiereofi  I'mi  dolnestiBk  coiiim^Mities  at  aa<  abated 
custom.  i  .        >     . 

HkeotbertO' abate  the  «ni%hty  indraught  of  fy^ 
reign  ;matiiu&ctt»resyfand  unnecessary  wards,  that 
the  outward  trade  might  overbalance  the  inward, 
which  otherwise  will,  (as  it  hath  done)  draw  on  this 
desperate  consumption  of  the  ppmmonwealth  ^     It 


^  f 


^  Simon*s  Irish  Coins^  page  4 1 .    See  the  indenture  ii^  the  An^ 
e  The  manner  and  means  how  the  Kings  of  England  have  sup» 


*k)(m:tfee'€«^fflpairf  ^'^0'<5<)ltii^  iSfl  -^Julitri^ 

Ctesar,  CHtffttefter  ofi  tb©  fiscbe^jfir^r,  «^ftiifet  the- 
ifevival  df  tHis^t>fl&e!e^,i  and  ^h^  Jthe  rcMoin^  ^ait^d^ 
therein'  -were  'suflSci^Atly  stirong   tb  prevent  ;«be* 
adoption  of  the  measure,  as  ituppeatsfrbtii' Probte^- 
n^atioHi^  niade>in  different-^periods  of  tbisr^ign  that ' 
thet£sdhatige  was  liol  e^tablisbed.    i»         ^        •    -r 
•  161^.  ^  In-thk  yeAP  the 'prices  of  foreign  Gold 
and  Silver  Coind  were  fixed^by  Proelafnatiof),  and  it 
was  commanfd^  that' 1110 'ooe  should  take«ny^prtifit 
beyond  those  pt*ices>fdrtexohaiige^    But  in>that'Fr<M  * 
clMd»tion  the  Eiiohainger  ^  not  tnentiotled,  as'htt 
uitqci^tidnably  woliU  iidve  been,  ^p^oviddd  siicki  att 
oflSb^r  had  thefi  existedie^.Hi  .^    ^     n  .,      ^n       •     m. 

'^^18:     In  Uk&^fMfmefi  •■  'anotbeV'^Prdeliimatio*!:^  V 
which' 'prdhibits  "(atnotigst-  other'  things)  ;th^  -ex^  J 
cHafigeof  iMdney  fbr^^pr^fit^/'ispi^aka:  of  )the  Mix^ 
only,  andnDitof  tbeEMoMnge*^!  »'^^>-  ^  >  nu  «  i-^-  A 

'IS&T.  '■  From  these  rtemnitistHtices  I>  4tonielttde/ 
that  the  office  of  Exehaiigerm  .Eifc^nil  was  nottie^ 
vivcd  until 'the  3d  of^Chsrles  ly^Aheti^luii^semnm 
that  there  wa&  a  Maeten  xb£  the-  Exchlda^fe  o£  Morgsv^  H 
between  England  -  and  ^irehund  abonti/thd  nnddle^a£i: 
the  reign  of  King  James  I.  *  .rnc  '^?j  j 

The!  revival  df  the  •  offiee  ^^as  >imnoiitiqed  on^tfHe 
25th  of  May  in  that  yearv^by  a'PrxiofcitnBCioa  whi^  i^ 

9  Jaines  I.    Cotton!  Posthuma,  page  197^. 
f  MS.  Collections '61^  Sir  J.  Caesar  pen&  Aut?'      "     '      -' '  '*  *    *^ 
S  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
h-Hi-ibidJ  ^ ''''''"*'' -^ '•»** -^  •-      -'^  •'    i   ■•'*    *  ^  >»i ''('./•  .'••  -' 
i  Simon^s  Irish  Coins^  page  45,  referring  to  a  Prodnfiifetfdn  of ' 
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tedted  tbattiiefexoh^ge  of  Monies  ^had  ever  been, 
and  ought  to  be,  part  of  tlie  royal  prerogative,  and 
antient  revenuev  -  wndt  thaC  tio  person  whatsoeirer 
ougbt  to>  intermeddle  teith  it,  unless  by  special  It- 
oeose  from.itheKin^i^. being  thereto  forbidden  by 
various  Acts  of  Parlianieal  ^nd  Proclam^ions. 
t.  Tbat  hi8:Majesty^  and  divert  his  royal  predecee- 
aors,  had  for  soine  time  how  past  tolerated  an  indif« 
fereot  aiid'  prohiiiacuous  >  kind  of  liberty  to  all,  but 
especially- to  scxdie  of: the  mystery  and  trade  of  gold-* 
smiths,  not  onklyto  make  the  said  exchanges,  but 
to  buyand  sell  BulMon'of  Gold  and  Silver;  and  that 
from  thence  some  of  them  had  grown  to  that  Keen- 
tii9usne$»,  that  for  divers  years  they  bad  presumed^ 
and  daily  did  presume,  to  sort  and  weigh  all  sorts 
of  Monies  current  within  the  Realm,  to  the  end  to 
cull  oat  the  old  and  new  Monies,  which  either  by 
not  wearing,  or  by 'any  other  accident,  might  be 
weightier  than  the  rest.  Which  weightiest  and  best 
Monies^ had  not  only  been  molten  down  for  the 
Daaking.<)f  Plate^  &c.  but; even  traded  and  sold^to 
merchaotr,  strangers,  and  others,  who  had  trans- 
pwted  the  same ;  whereby  the  consumption  of  tbe 
Coin  had  been ;  greatly  odcasioned,  not  only  to  the 
scarcity  of  corrent  Moniea,  especially  of  Silver 
Coins,  but  also  to  the  great  depravation  and  enfee-^ 
bUog  of  the.  r^fuadnder  of*  the  Silver  Monies,  not 
exported  or  oonMmed  by  the  practices  aforesaid, 
and  to  the  raising  of  the  Silver,  ev^n  of  our  oWri 
Monies,  to.  a  rate  and  price  above  the  Mint,  and 
above  what  they  were  truly  current  for.  By  reason 
whereof  no  Silver  could  be  brought  thither,  but^tb 
the  loss  of  such  as  sberiiM  bring  the  same,  >  oonlrary 
to  the  lavs  9«id  poliaynof  the  Realm,  and  of  diva-s 


N£XCllJiSNOi».  it&S 

Acts  of  Farliatnent^  atid  late  Prodamations^,^  in  thcit 
ease  provided  and  published*  '     ^  ^ 

Therefore  his  Majesty  had  resolved^:  with  tfae^dd^ 
vice  and  consent  of  his  Privy; iCounoilj  to  reMiaae 
his  said  right  of  exiehange^.iand'taHbonimitthie  itmt 
and  exercise  thereof  to .  such  >  as  sh6illd^  dufly  adtm^ 
niscer  the  same^  to  his  profit^ <.and  the 'good* of  the 
Realnii     And  that  accordingly^he  hadj  b^rtLetters 
I^tent^  appointed  Henry  iEarl  of  HoUBndtohave 
the  of&ce  of  the  King's  Chatiges,  Exchang^^  ^smd 
Outchanges^    wheresoever,    within  the  Realni^'iof 
]5ngl9ad  and  Ireland,  and  the  Dominion  of  Wales;' 
to  be  escercised  by  himself  or  deputy.        «    »    '  •  • 
^And  it  was  likewise  commandedy  th^t  no'gdid^' 
smith,  nor  other  person  or  persons,  of  whart:  trader 
mj^teryi!^    or  quality  soever,'   other  than  the' 4aiti 
Henry  .]£arl  of  Holland^  ^  his  deputies,  or  assigns; 
their  factors  and  servaniK,  within  three  miles  of  the 
City  of  London,  frann.and  after  the' fbur  and  tHven- 
tieth  day  of  June  next,  or  in  any  other  place  of  th^ 
Biealm  of  England  and  ^Dominien  of  W^fes;  itom 
a^d  after  ithe  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  Septenfb^ 
next,   should  presume  to  change, :  exchange;  bnVj 
hmke,  solicit,  or, drivcj  i\m  changing,  ex^hahgtng^ 
selling,  or  buying,  of  any  maimer  of  BiiUkm,  in  -atiy* 
species  of  foreign  Coin,  or  in  biliets,  ingote^  orother 
pieces,  or  mass,  of  Gold  and  Silver,  whatsoever,  finiej 
refined,  or  allayed,  or  of  what  other  nature  or  (jua- 

lity  whatsoever*  •    - 

'  lAnd  thikt  no  person,  or  pensons,  whatsoever,  other 
than  those  above-mentioned,  and  respectively  after 
the  terms '  affotesaid,  should  presume  to  give,  take, 
or  receive,  for,  by  reason,  or  upon  the  changing  6f 
exchanging '  of  any  of  the  then -curtwit  Coins,  or 
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irhidh  111  futiih^'  'sbbiild'  be  made  and* declared  tli^ 
eurreirt  Money 'of  the  Riealih  6(  England  and'  Di^ 
thibion  of  V^ales,  by  ^Vay  of  payment,  computation, 
tewafd,  o'r'ahy  ^hin^  for'teHiiig,  of  otherwise 'bow- 
soever,  ihy  suirl  or  su«is  of  Money  Whatsoever, 
'  above  01^  taoi^e'thdn  the  said  current  Coins  so  feK- 
changed^  ^hbrfld  b^'  cttrrent  for.'     * 

In  this  Proclamation  wcfre  stafed  the  remedy  and 

ibatfethfeht  a^  ^Kich'thie  Gold  Coins" shotiM  be  cur- 

i^tit:  atid'all  ivhlcih  shotfldexteed  in  deficienc5r 

sdch'rfem^dy,  'wei^e'  cotti  banded  not  *t6  be  received 

by  itiy  ^ers6n  or  '  jJersoWs/ tut  that  tbey*  should  be, 

ry'the  Pi-bdamatii^n;  dried  down  and  anooirent^; 

an(i''ttiiii:"  it'lshouia  be  lawful  for  erei^  pCT*»n  to 

'whom  ttie^ ^lould -be  oflPfered,  to  bfatid'them,  b^ 

striking  an  hole  through  them,  after  whidi'  tlMy 

'  ilUpihA  i4sftdf fe*  thbiri  ti  the"  bwnfers,  Who-  w*re  'cJbm- 

nr^ndled  to  bnhg  th^  to  the  King's  Eiehbt^8L!i«ir 

iiiM,  tti^  ^fito  be'thblten,  jt»rd'<!o«verte«l'f<td> 

Coin''.  ■■■■.■■:    )  ,.,tri 

'  ^''^U  'ordi^l'  ^■Vl)i«^nt >t)ie  iAiks  ttttd  •priiaei  oPdold 
'ktm-^'i^,^mhi<^}M  fixed  m  the Mitit^  ahd' S&- 
cliati^f  <fH>^  'l^eitig  <d^(^ed,  1^«  Ptt^claiMlfk^ 
'fori^dti'^He  Jfclrtn^iVig'^lli;  BeWicig, '  or  "rentlngj -  Wfty 
*&ls6j 'de^J^tfufy  W«)tintfertei*'06ldi<»  SHihfev  Ptet^, 
'-'kej &c ■  add brd<^rec(^r«h&t: Wsubh'ihdbid! 'be  ta^, 
'or'toiy''l^^^^n^fieA'<^;.^itdtid^r(f;'ttkan<the  Mtftt^y 

It  was  further  declared'"tj[dlt"t^'te41i8  Majesty's 

4oteiptioti  to  MobAiaian^  ^oMinchants  who,  should  im< 

'|)d(f  BttiH(Hi;<  or  (iRjri6f'tBi9i6libje0ts<!po«se8aing  BeA- 

lion,  found  '  vrtthih"'tHe'  imfitt;^  Mm-  Partying  me 

''    ■■  •     •    -f/r-iftl-'iV/  firioi.H  ■  (rl     '■.!  !<•  ••   ,••    ■.,■  ■,. 

k  SectheAnhib'g«b!afllio.    :  "    *    . 


sione  to  the  Exchaog^j  qptoU^rMwti  there  to  .be 
inafde  into  Coin/ .  But>t  the  same  time  tjl^  Procla- 
mation restrained: all. goldsn^itl^^/  Qr*ot^ers  tfradifig 
M  goldsa)ithS|^  under  preti^ncQ  of  jf^ing  fact;pr  to  s)^qh 
merx^hantv &c.  fiww  biiyirig^  J&c, . of.  bringjpg  tp.the 
Mint  such  Buljio^f  butj^ft;^  the,|tjm,e  lifliited^  ^b^y 
were  commanded  to  carry,  it  tp,tb?  ^Xfibf^uge,  tb^e 

*o  besold  and?exchange4t/;  ^jn   ,, .    ^    nM  .  ^    -  I 

Gold^mitba  were  iallowedji  by  the  J^ropls^nnatiop, 

to  exercise  th#ir  trad^  as.  l^re^ofpi;?,  but,  t\\ey  yfeyp 

not  to  buy  at  a  rateabpye  th^  Mint*  ^^^r  tp  bMyj}^?^ 

My,  foreign  species  of  Mon^,  .i^r  ptb^.i;,B!^lix)}},  i^^ 

ported,  or  found,  within  th^  Kjng>,I)qp^ifiop/^;  )^1 

pf  .which  it  was  his  Majesty's  ;pl|?a^yr^.  sbpji^l4,r)'!^ 

'}>rought-to  his  Mint^  or  Exchanges,  tft  be.^pnyert^ 

■^intoCoin^  ..       ,,,•    ,.,..  ^,^,  :;.-.. r:. 

f^fXhetpenalties  which  woiJd  b|^,ippui:red.byi9#9fj!* 

jng;  agaiilst  the  provision  above  re^tQd.f\f leire.f^^- 

'   ^ture^  according  to  Statute, .  apd  .oep^iue  in  ,^|pe 

Star  Cham  ber^  it 

r, .  3y  a  Patent  and  Indeqtjiiren^^ring,  d^fq  opj  the 

23d^Qf  August,  the; Earl iQf  HplIauLd .had  ^ .pf^pticfvilstr 

jgirant  of  tbe^  oflSwe  qf  ,jK»e;eper  of  .the  .^whapg^.^e- 

ilrween  fIr«Umd.  and:  Engird, , for  rt;be  .tW'i^r.frf j^l 

:ym^9»ni  wap^boiMi^  to^^^phi^pgfi  ?9:\y,pun}?}^.^^ 

^^ney  whi?b  fhopld, b^^bp^ligb^.tp,  j>^q.9|fic(?^ tc^,^e 

vi^mined  tp.  and  fifoni  .PpglftA<;^  ,Sn4  Jf^^^ 

reasonable  premium,  not  exceeding  s]j3f.,|f^r)Qp^.in 

.^^i;y;tiventy.ShiUir^'»v.u    .J       .it..,t  .J   J 

'  'PS^^.Pf^^iMajS¥^  E^rffWW  %l  J^^fi\9f  fiS  Lf  il^on .  vva^^  kept 
at  tHe  house  of  the  late  Sheriff  Westthro\v>  over  against  the  Inn 

called  the  George^  ifl  ,Lc^pb|j(jTf^^t.  .^  .,  ; 

m  Simon's  Irish  Coina^  page  4^. 


9(i6  ANNALS^  or- XHB   COINAGE. 

.'J'  His^FMAnt  of  appointment  as  general  Exchanger^ 
aooorditig'cto  the  recital  of  -it  in  the  Proclamatidh  of 
ibe  25th  of  May,  contained  no  limitation  of  time; 
but  this  was  afterwards  done,  on  the  Idth  of  Octo* 
'ber,  wtien^tbe  grant  was  made  to  continue  for  thirs- 
ty-one years  **. 

162^^9.  On  the  25th  of  February  following,  a 
j^pecial  Commission  was  appointed  for  the-  parpose 
df  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  Proclamation  into 
efiecution^.  • 
^  16084  This  re-establishment  of  the  King's  Ex*- 
change  was  so  unpopular  a  measure,  that  it  was 
fidund  necessary  to  publish,  by  authority,  a  justifi*- 
cation  of  it,  and  a  representation  of  its  conveniences. 
It  was  justified  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  restrain 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  general ;  nor  that  of  the 
goldsmith,  or  other  tradesman,  in  particular;  that  it 
was  .not  founded  upon  the  absolute  power  and  prer 
rogative  royal  of  the  King,  but  that  the  pre-emptiott 
of  Bullion  belonged  to  him  by  right  and  prerogative 
royal ;  that  it  was  not  a  monopoly,  which  included 
a  restraint  of  what  was  lawful,  and  the  setting  a 
)Mriee  upoa  a  free  tqercfaandize  tit  «the  pleasure  of 
priviite  persons ;  ibr  the  metals  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
when  considered  as  the  materials  of  Coins  with  re* 
ference  to.  the  Mint,  were  the  sole  prerogative  and 
right  of  Princes ;  nor  wa?  the  promiscuous  buying 
of  Bullion  ever  permitted  in  any  well*governed  for 
reign  State. 

The  chief  advantage  was  represented  to  be  the 
prevention  of  the  practice  of  culling  and  melting 

»  > 

n  Rymer,  vol.  XVIII.  pa^^8^. 

o  Pat.  3  Charles  I.  p.  35.  m.  9.  dors.     Rymer,  XVIIL  p.  ^7Qr. 
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dowa  the  Ccdnsy  which  had  beeaiiMcarricdifedtsiidBi  an 
i^xtent  by  the  goldsmiths  and  .others  *  thiit  ^Melcbior 
Winkis,  late  Mint  Master >ctf>Aimt^da«n^vfa0Q$ted 
m  .a.  MeaiQrial).:  that  l^erMbad^^ftfidvta /the: State 
^.SO^iOOO  per  annum  hy^  ixnehiBg:  dowjEiivEngliah 
Coin  P.  /^  ^■.- ),  •.>=;  \  •/  ■ 

.  It  wa^  iuot  :plX)baUle^  that  th^igoldlrolths^siitoald 
9ii}ff^  the  re-eatablbhn|eDt'a£^ht»<Qffi[eeyi<whieb>3ii![^ 
prof<QS»ed}y .  i » teofded  rtio  ideptiiMe  i  tbeip  of  q$i»siderabli^ 
gain,  to  take  place  without  some  opposition.  :i  Ac?- 
cordingly^j  their  Com jMny.p^itioBcdtbb  Cotfioions 
^t^inst  it  on  the  17th  of . May ^  and  ^h  eofisequenbe 
tbe  Exchangers  were-  ordeiiedtp*  brings:  aiiithei^rPa^ 
lent&  b^Qile  the- House /iif-s-'-^  •: »".  *  *'-ii;  .i»  h-  *u)\\i  • 
.:  On  the  13JI&  lof  JtmleiaiGomnbitted^siappaiift^ 
to » tiftk^ .  th^  Qa^e  i  into  :consid)^afeion^j  tod  1  hem  the 
oatta^i  an(f  ^A^  King's  C<nmsd^if^ifyey  woyM^i \  Btudh 
parfy  to  bring  any  pjtinoijpalnierchbnts  tooinfoffm 
.^^pnoerningi  importation^  sni^fhetmisxb^  daiy»a[er;tiro 
0/clock^  in.tiyeiSiWriCbamhcr^  i  With  ipdwerKb&du* 
C^^unsel,  and  to  s^kidjlonany  merehrnitBjiiOi^rQCioKdfl^ 
pr  others^  fc>!r  th^r  iofoirmali^n  ^^,' w^  li  f...  .-.,«  s 
M  Their  :Bep0rt  :a^aj»vttnaidl!:>tsfn>m4hej>2gcl{of  ilh^ 
v^i^^y  when  they  stated,  tltefci/feyr  'iiww^Hjo/lri^ijM^ 

P  Cambium  Heps^  or  {}^«PJfC^,of  Jj^ii^aii^f^e^^ExcJb^gy 
Koyall.  Declaring  and  justifying  his  Majesties  iV^Ht»  and  the 
coiivefAlence  'ttieredfi  '  ♦uiilisne^ci  by  auVhonty.  '^lioiidon,  'l(5!ib, 
4t6.^*S*rf*tfei|ddi?fe*6t6ithe«llekdfeH^%lfed^^^         u     v    '1    .v 

q  Commons  Journal,  vol.  I.  page  899.  ■»  j^-    ".^   ''" 

.  \K  TJtie  aent^oe  ia',)t«d^fks,s;^oi^^)i^a)rk$  tfc^  j^pirit<)i  the 
times.  It  is  probable,  that .  the  House  considered  the  revival  of 
the  Exchange  as  An  attempt  on  the  Kmgs  part  to- raise  Money 
independent  of  his  Parliament.  ' 

«  Commons  Journals^  voL  I.  t)age919. 
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^ers^  they  would  not  meddle  with  the  right,  hot 
with  the  inconvisniehce.  This  they  represented 
thus:  That  nine  merchants  had  been  examined, 
who  had  broDght  in  great  quantities  of  Gold,  which 
they- had  sold  to  goldsmiths;  M^ho  made  it  into  in- 
gots, with  some  gain;  whereas  now  they  must  carry 
it  either  to  the  Mint  or  to  the  Exchanger.  To  the 
Mint  they  could  not,  before  the  goldsmith  had  fitted 
it  to  the  allay,  and  then  must  wait  for  their  Money; 
whereas  the  goldsmiths  paid  them  ready  Money.  If 
they  brought  it  to  the  Exchangers,  they  would  give 
six  Pence  an  ounce  less  than  the  goldsmiths,  and 
might  take  one  Penny  in  the  NoUe  ^. 

That  West  Country  merchants,  who  brought  in 
for  fish  ^.80,000  per  annumy  were  put  to  four 
Shillings  per  cent,  charge  in  carrying  it  to  London, 
iand  as  much  in  carrying  it  down,  besides  the  ad- 
Venture^,  and  twenty  Shi  Hi  Qgs  to  the  Exdiianger ; 
in  all  iwenty-eight  Shillings. 

That  Deputy  Exchangers  confessed  that  they  had 
kept  no  books. 

That  many  merchants  affirmed  .  that  the  Ex- 
changers had  no  Money-  to  pay  for  the  Bullion 
which  they  brought  to  them. 

That  there  was  great  danger  to  merchants  by 
bringing  Money  to  one  Moneys,  wherefore  they 
brought  pone  in,  which  prevented  importation. 

That  the  Deputy  Exchangers  made  Deputies. 

t  An  Argument  by  Selden,  against  the  mea8iu«,  is  in  the  thiiti 
volume  of  his  Works,  col.  1996. 

u  Thi^  is  a  mis-statement,  for  in  the  year  1576  the  paymciU 
to  the  Exchanger  was  reduced  to  cFoe  Halfpenny. 

^  Id  est,  the  rM  of  conveying  it 'So  far. 

*  So  the  printed  Journals,  ' 


f 

T^  the JDepwty  £4X4h»»gl^  N^>  ]»<>tti;fc>l  ^^^ 
hnihi^^broDgbl:  na»4  to  ik^Mir^hii^.y;^'   wy   .  r:  // 
'^   iTTte  Committee.  ^9fdi^4j  .ttlfLt^tb^  Rrt^ts.  j?(fy|^ 

IP  th^  ^iSLec9«ip».    Tbs^t,^4fiPii^  M^pe  iimpQnt«^ 
iniGpidiast  jrfetF  Je»sith»nifcri»^cly^  I  .V       •.  .;.  - 

.;  Sa  Edward  Cote  (apeof  Ah««CMi>l9fHt(^>.-^p^^ 
the  le^l  part  of  tbe  Pbtenit:    !   v  ?  ?.i  •  r.  /  .}    -m  !^ 
: <^It  iv^asr  agreed  that  ibene.'\ir<i^ian  Ofliiae  ^ 'Cam- 
bium-Klb^isc   what  ibeioiig«d  tto-stkai:  Qf&Qe>  Ibe 

^Ui^Sti0DA^>'    '••..'  'I-   ..'!     ..ij  '  ;   I     hi  _  '.'^-l    /  ♦«* 

Tbemattdr  was^heand^  bttbnotrvotod)". . .., /f  /: 
.  Sir  Nathaniel  RieK  said^fthaAitM  S^vl  ofi.Hoilaml 
wafe>  pepsuided  4;he  Patent  ^vas^benefidal  tdhheiOomr- 
oionweahb^  because  at  msis  vsn^  muoh'  'd^bfited*'  ibefi^He 
di^  KiJigand  Gouncil.  M  If  ithd  Htmse  ehoulfifflhd'it 
Either  iU^gal  or  inoonvenientyhe^ubinifctedldt^whoily 
tot  the:  Hotise ;  fov  he  -  r^spet^ted:  not'  his ;  private^  /wilh 
prejudice  to  the  publick..  :  .  "  .*  ,  ^^i*  m'.  .♦ 
:.;;  tThe' Patent  PnsttlamatiQn^  dnd  Indeqttiteyaifader 
the  Great  Seal,  were  afterwards  read,  aMftsokve^^lK) 
be>a  grievance,  bothriti:  creatidnand  eKeoutkMrf.t 
*  Andrew  Palitier>  Sayt MasteiA)f  the  SMint^v vf.mOf- 
dered  to  be  warned  toiattendttbeHoirie  onithaaokyr- 
i-ow^;  bubl  do  not  fiadithat  be  did  attend,  od  t^hat 
any  fertber  proceedingKl  w^re  had/ia  ^s^usinesi, 
which  probajply  ga»Te  jvajr^td  miove  important^^qonsi- 
deraftiioii^  cm  itottount^pfr  .the  tiispi^^  between'  the 
King  and  his  Parliament,  which  were  now  com- 
tbenbing.      '""  ''  u...  e,^ ,.»,:  -  ...  o .r„  >^ 

,,-Ibe.re-estal)li^hrpept  ^,§F*^h \s  Offi^;^  ^      never 
since  been  ^t^^fiOfits^^ttWd  i  prpbably  never  will  be ; 

y  Commons  Journals^  vol.  I.  pagtdI7« »  .  z  Id.  p.  918. 
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for  it  is  certain  that  no  advantage  whatever  could 
result  from  it,  and  the  only  efiect  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced by  confining  the  liberty  of  purchasing  Bullion 
to  the  King^s  Exchanger,  and  that  at  a  fixed  price, 
would  be  an  immediate  stop  to  the  importation  of 
Bullion,  and  the  carrying  it  to  a  better  market. 

A  List  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Exchange  is  given 
in  vol.L  p«153- 
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PLACES  WHERE  MINTS  ^ND  pXCHANpES 


» - « I 


i 


HAVE   BEEN    FIXED      ,      ,  ,    , 

IN    BRITAIN   ANB   ITS   DEPENDENCIIES. 


IN   BRITAINa/ 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 

BEDFORD  ^. 

HE  Mint  at  Bedford  first  occurs  on  a  Coin  of 
Edwy,  and  is  afterwards  found  upon  those  of 

Eadgar,  -  Edward  the  Confessorj 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,    Harold  U. 

^thelred  H.  William  I. 

Cnut,  Henry  I.  and 

Harold  !•  Stephen. ' 

I  cannot  trace  this  Mint  any  further.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  privilege  of  coining  was  lost  at  the 
general  resumption,  soon  after  the  accession  of  King 
Henry  II. 

a  For  the  more  ready  reference  to  these  Mints>  &c.  I  have 
placed  the  Counties  in  alphabetical  order>  and  have  also  arranged 
the  Towns  in  each  County  in  the  same  manner. 

h  To  prevent  unnecessary  repetition^  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  List  of  Mints  at  the  end  of  each  reign  for  the  various  read- 
ings of  the  name  of  this  and  the  other  Towns. 
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BERKSHIRE. 


BESILES-LEE. 


Hearne  imagined  that  a  Mint  was  placed  here,  but 
its  existence  depends  entirely  upon  the  intention  of 
those  words  in  the  Law  of  ^thelstan^  "  alias  in  aliis 
Burgis  unus"  [t.  e.  Monetarius],  which  he  under- 
stands absolutely,  but  which  more  probably  had  a 
restrained  meaning,  as  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed 
that  every  Burgh  had  its  separate  Mint.  His  words 
are,  "  Adeo  ut  tantus  ipso  regnante  [i.  e.  i^Ethel- 
stano]  ofiicinarum  comparuerit  Humerus,  ut  etiam 
nulli  burgo  (ne  quidem,  ut  videtur,  Burgo  illo, 
modo  revera  tunc  temporis  Burgus  fuerit  juxta 
Abendune,  unius  Militis  mansione  ^,  quod  Lea  olim, 
nunc  Basiles-Lee  nuncupatur,  excepto)  deesset  offi- 
'cina.  [Monetaria  nempe]." 

READING. 

A  Penny  of  -^thelred  H.  reads  raid,  by  which 
it  is  probable  that  this  place  was  intended. 

Li  the  Fouridatiori  Charter  of  the  Abbey,  granted 
by  Henry  L  in  1125,  his  25th  year,  the  King, 
amongst  other  privileges,  granted  to  that  Monastery 
a  Mint,  and  one  Moneyer,  in  Reading^. 

This  Charter  was  confirmed  by  Stephen  (but  the 
Mint  and  Moneyer  were  to  be  in  London) ',  and 

c  Registr.  de  Abendune^  a  clarife.  Seldeno  citat.  in  nods  ad 
Hengfaam.  [Hearne^s  Preface  to  Johan.  Glaston.  Chronica^  p. 
xxix«] 

A  Chartulary  of  Iteading  Abbey>  Had.  MSS.  1^08,  folio  l4. 

feId.foUo26. 
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Jlfterwards  twice  by  Henry  II.  In  his  first  Charter 
the  Mint  does  not  occur,  but  the  second  follows  the 
words  of  the  original  Grant  by  Henry  I.,  except  that 
the  Mint  and  Moneyer  might  be  either  in  Reading 
or  in  London  f. 

'  It  was  again  confirmed,  according  to  the  form  of 
the  last  Grant,  by  Richard  I.  ? 

In  King  John's  Charter  the  Mint  and  Moneye? 
were  fixed  at  Reading  \ 

Henfy  III.  confirmed  the  Charter,  in  his  llth 
year,  but  without  noticing  either  the  Mint  or  the 
Moneyer  *. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  however,  the  Bishop  of  .^ /ii- ^j**^ 
Salisbury,  by  the  King's  command,  granted  to  Ab*  ^  S(<^^ 
bot  Hugh,  and  the  Monks  of  Reading,  one  Moneyer  ^^-tr/  A  ^^^^^ 
in  London;  where  he  wajs  authorized  to  coin,  and^-^  -^^ 
also  to  hold  an  Exchange,  and  where  he  and  his  fa-  ^  •fe^  -  ^  - 
mily  were  to  live  free  from  all  pleas;  \and  in  B}\^,j^/i^^ 
causes  and  customs  to  be  within  the  power  of  thty^^ru^  ^^ 
Abbot  and  Monks  of  Readii^,  as  if  he  resided  in  c^Jtm^  '^  /^ 
Reading;   and  this  privilege  was  tp  descend  to  the  *£- ^^^;v;^ 
successors  of  Edgar,  who  was  then  Moneyer.     And  ^^^..^..^f^ 
the  said  Edgar,  and  whosoever  should  be  Moneyer  y*/  ,c^,„^^ 
after  him,  was  to  pay  for  the  Mint  to  the  i^bbot  ^-»«^  u^ 
and  Monjss  all  such  profits  and  customs  as  the  other  Ast^^^^^^  ^. 
•Moneyers  of  London  paid  to  the  King ;  and  he  bad  ^^^  A*^ 
power  to  exchange  within  the  Abbot's  land  in  Read-^j^  ^c^A^-. 
ing,  according  to  the  Abbot's  Grant  to  him,  or  his..^^^^^    ;>^ 
successors,  for  ever  J.  ^^  ^  >*^ 

f  Chartulary  of  Reading  Abbey,  Harl.  MSS.  1708.  folio  20  b.  .t^^/-  ^^^ 
ff  Id.  folio  29.    Dugdale,  in  Monasticon  Anglicanum^  vol.  I.  /-      • 

p.  418>  has,  by  mistake^  given  this  as  the  Confirmation  Charter  ^/^' 

of  Henry  II.  and  has  omitted  his  two  Charters  above-mentioned.  'Um  /^^ii^  i 
b  Id.  folio  31.  b.  i  Id.  folio  34.  ,^'^  ^  f^ji^^ 

S  Chartulary^  folio  111.    This  Charter  is  without  date,  and/  ^  ,  ^ 


Not  withstand  iog  the  numerous  Grants  referred  to 
above^  no  Coins  have  yet  been  discovered  of  an 
earlier  date  than  the  reign  of  Edward  L^  and  it 
lihould  seem .  that  but  few  of  them  were  struck^  as 
they  are  extremely  rare.  They  are  Pennies  only, 
and  read  on  the  Obverse  ,£pw,  which  fixes  them  to 
Edwafd  I.,  and  on  the  Reverse  villa  radingy^, 
with  an  Escallop  Shell  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
Cross,  such  being  the  Mint, Mark  of  the  Abbey, 
whose  Arms  were,  Azure,  three  Escallop  Shells  Or. 
The  privilege  of  coining  was  withdrawn  by  Ed- 
ward II.  in  his  eighth  year,  his  Charter  of  Confirma^- . 
tion  having  these  words  :  *^  praedicta  clausula  de 
s^  mon^ta  et  uno  monetario  excepta/'^     But  Edward 

7/(^  ;^^**^.III.  not  only  restored  the  Mint,  in  his, twelfth  year, 
^^^,„^^  h^  jjut  added  a  license  to  strike  the  smaller  Coins."** 
M^  %A4u  ^^cu-*    This  Grant  is  referred  to  in  a  Writ  directed  to  the 
^JU-^fot^^    Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,    which 
^i^^cu^  ^.^  bears  date  on  the  8th  of  November,  1338.     In  it 
^  *? V  /U  ^^  ^'"S  declares,  that  he  had,  by  his  Charter, 
^^^  granted  to  the  Abbot  "*  and  Monks  of  Redy ng,  that 
^  J    /^they  aifd  their  successors  should  for  ever  have  one 
^'       Moneyer  and  one  Die  for  the  making  as  well  Half- 

r;^*v^^^    there  were  two  Bishops  of  Salisbury,  in  the  reign  of  Henry^II. 

7       the  initial  of  whose  Chtistian  name  would  agree  with  that  in- 

^ ^Ia-  ^l^^^^ti&\  in  this  instrument^  viz,  Richard  Poor,  from  1  H.  III.  to 

y  "-       \^  ;  tiind  Robert  Bingham,  from  his  13Ch  year  to  his  31st.  • 

.    H  The  naaie  of  this  place  was  for  a  long  time  read  hadinb^ 

U^t^%/ii^ ,  f^>^  ^nd  was  supposed  to  mean  Haddington  in  Scotland.     Under  this 

*  impression  it  was  published  both  in  the  Antiquaries*  Plates  to 

^'"^^  Fplkes's  Table^  and  also  in  Snelling^s  View.     The  Escallop^  in 

/A^tnvcX^^t.^^      conformity  with  this  error,  whi6h  arose  from  the  imperfect  state  of 

A,  -v        ,sr  the  Coin,  was  mistaken  for  a  Thistle.     Mr.  Bartlet  fitst  pointed 

.  */       '  out  the  mistake  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Archseologia,  p.  338« 

'i^eut^  ^/H,  and  gave  a  correct  engraving  of  the  Coin,  which  may  be  spen  in 

o-^^tr^  a^     the  second  Supplement,  Pliite  I.  No  97.    1  Chartulary,  foliQ  39.  b. 

.      -  -  m  John  Appleford,  who  became  Abbot  in  1327* 


pennies  and  Fartl^ing^  93v^tierlitig^  which  they  J^ad 
l^^exji  accustomecl  to  make^  without  hindrance  frqm 
^e  King,  his  heirs,  &c, ;  and  commands  th^  sa\d. 
Treasurer  and  Barons  to  deliver  to  the  said  Abhpt 
and  Monks,  or  their  Attorney,  without  delay,  one 
Die  for  Sterlings,  another  foTv  Halfpennies,,  and  ^ 
third  ior  Farthings,  provided  the  aforesaid  Die  for 
Sterlings  should  not  be  sufficient  for  maMpg  f Iw 
Halfpennies  and  Fs^rthinga  also  ^.  , 

Another  Writ,  dated  on  th^  17th  of  t))e'&aq[|e 
month,  was  directed  to  John  de  Flete,  Warden  qf.the 
King's  Mint  in  London.  It  likewise  referred  to  th? 
above-mentioned  Grant,  and  commanded  F]et^  jl^^ 
make  without  delay,  at  the  expense  of  the  AbbQJt^ 
three  Dies  of  hard  and  sufficient  metal,  viz.  one  fpf 
Sterlings,  another  for  Halfpennies,  and  the  third 
for  Farthings,  for  the  making  of  Money  in  a  certain 
place  in  Reading,  with  such  impression  and  circun|- 
scription  as  the  Abbot  should  appoint;  and  to  send  th? 
s^me,  as^oonas  possible,  to  the  King's  Exchequer  at 
Westminster,  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  the  said 
Abbot  within  fifteen  days  from  the  Feast  of  St  Marr 
tin  next  ensuing,  at  the  furthest®.  Coins. wei?e 
struck  by  virtue  of  this  Grant,  for  some  of  the  Half- 
pennies have  come  down  to  these  times.  They  read 
EDWARDvs  on  the  ObVerse,  and  on  the  Reverse 
VILLA  RADIN6Y,  with  the  Escallop  in  one  quarter  of 
the  Cross,  like  the  Pennies  which  were  struck  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  1.  p  None  of  the  Farthings  have  as 
yet  been  discovered. 
J    Reading  Exchange.    Seep.  2:13.    , 

^  Chartulary/  folio  43.  b. 
o  Chart ulary,  folio  44.    ^ 

P  Mr.  Bartlet*s  Memoir  on  the  EpiscQpal  Coins  of  Durbais. 
Archaeologia,  V9I.  V.  p.  338. 
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WALLINGFOBD. 

The  earliest  Coin  which  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  Mint  in  this  place  was  struck  in  the  reign  of 
Eadgar. 

^thelred  II.  also  coined  here  ;  as  did 

Cnut,  iBdward  the  Confessor,  and 

''    Harold  I.  Harold  IL 

From  Domesday  Book  it  appears,  that,  at  the 
time  of  composing  that  Survey,  this  Town  possessed 
all  the  privileges  which  it  had  enjoyed  heretofore. 
Amongst  these  was  a  Mint ;  for  it  is  stated,  that  the 
Moneyer  had  an  house,  without  rent,  so  long  as  he 
continued  to  coin  here^. 

Coins  of  WilHam  I.,  struck  in  this  Mint,  are 
known  ;  as  are  those  also  of  William  II.  Henry  L 
and  Henry  11. 

In  the  33d  year  of  Henry  III.  [1248  or  1249] 
the  King  commanded  the  Bailiffs  and  Men  of  this 
Borough,  th^t  in  full  Town  Court  they  should  chuse 
(by  oath  of  four-and- twenty  good  men)  four  persons 
of  the  most  trusty  and  prudent  of  their  Town,  for 
the  office  of  Moneyers  there ;  and  other  four  like 
persons,  for  the  keeping  of  the  King's  Mints  there ; 
and  two  fit  and  prudent  Goldsmiths  to  be  Assayers 
of  the  Money  to  be  made  there ;  and  one  fit  and 
trusty  Clerk,  for  the  keeping  of  the  Exchange  ;  and 
to  send  them  to  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  do  there  what  by  antient  custom  and 
assize  was  to  be  done  in  that  case  '• 

4  Dom^ay^  vol.  I.  folio  50. 

r  Memor.  33  H.  III.  Rot.  1.  a.  Madox*s  Hist  of  Exchequer^ 
vol.  H.  p.  88.  The  like  commandment  was  given  to  the  Bu]ii& 
and  good  Men  of  Bristol,  Ivecester,  Hereford,  Newcastle-upon 
Tyne,  Nottingham,  Carlidle,  Shrewibxiry,  and  Wilton. 
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This  is  the  last  notice  wfaidh  I  have  met  \yith 
respecting  the  Mint  in  this  Town,      ' 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

BUCKINGHAM. 

No  records  remain  of  a  Mint  in  this  place  ;  but 
as  it  was  of  sufficient  importance^  in  the  reign  of 
iElfred^  to  be  made  the  Capital  of  thq  Shire,  when 
he  divided  the  Kingdom  into  Counties,  in  the  year 
B86  ■,  it  is  probable  that  the  following  Coins  wer^ 
struck  here ;  , 

One  of  ^thelred  IL  which  reads  .  .  bvcig. 

One  of  Cnut .  Bvc. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

CAMBRIBGB. 

King  Eadweard  the  Martyr  is  the  first  Monarch 
who  is  known  to  have  coined  here.     A  Penny  of  his 
has  GRANT  on  the  Reverse.     There  are  also  Coins  of 
-SJthelred  II.  Harold  I.  and 

Cnut.  Edward  the  Confessor. 

Domeday  Book  is  silent  as  to  the  existence  of  a 
Mint  in  this  place  ;  but  it  was  worked  in  the  reign 
of  William  I.,  as  appears  from  Coins  still  remaining. 

It  was  also  used  by  William  II. ;  but  after  his 
time  I  find  no  further  mention  of  it,  nor  have  anv 
Coins  been  discovered  of  a  later  date. 

ELY. 

Of  the  Mint  in  this  City  no  records,  it  is  believed^ 
novi^  remain ;  and  all  the  information  at  this  time  to 
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be  obtained  respecting  it  must  be  gathered  irom  the 
Coins  which  still  exist.  From  them  we  leara  that 
Eadgar  and  Cnut  coined  here. 

Beyond  that  period  its  existence  cannot  be  traced^ 
for  nothing  is  to  be  found  in  Domesday^  and  no 
other  Coins  but  those  of  the  above-mentioned  Mo* 
nai:chs  have  yet  been  produced  with  the  name,  of  this 
City. 

CHESHIRE.     ^ 

CHESTER. 

A  Mint  was  established  hereby  ^thelstan^  when 
he  regulated  the  Coinage  of  his  Kingdom  ;  and 
his.  Coins  struck  in  this  Mint  are  still  extant. 

Eadgar^  ^thelred  H.,  and 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,  Cnut, 
also  coined  here  ;  as  did  Edward  the  Confessor,  in 
vrhose  reign  there  were  seven  Moneyers  in  this 
City,  who  paid  seven  Pounds  to  the  King,  and  the 
Earl,  over  and  above  the  Rent,  whenever  the  Money 
was  changed  *. 

Coins  of  Harold  IL* are  likewise  known  of  this 
Mint. 

It  is  not  noticed  in  Domesday  Book  as  existing  in 
the  reign  of  William  I.  although  the  name  of  the 
City  appears  upon  his  Coins. 

Pennies  of  Henry  I.  and  oif  Stephen  are  known, 
which  read  le  on  the  Reverse  ;  but  we  have  tib 
means  of  detfef  mining  whether  they  were  struck  here 
or  in  the  Leicester  Mint. 

tJenry  II.  and  Edward  I.  coined  here.. 

In  the  year  l6oi,  when  §ir  George  Carey  vv^  ap- 
pointed to  th^  office  of  Exchanger  between  Enghnd 


> '.  I  f 


^  Domesday,.  vqI.  }.  ^(^^68^b,,» 
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and  Ireland,  he  was  authorized  hj  bis  Patenft  to  fht 
an  Exchange  in  this  City* ;  blrt  it  is  not  known  whe* 
ther  it  was  ever  established  ". 

A  Mint  was  opened  here^  by  King  Charles  I. 
during  the  Civil  War,  the  Coins  of  which  were  dis- 
tinguished by  the  letters  chst,  and  by  a  Mint  Mark 
composed  of  three  Garbs,  or  Wheatsheaves,  which 
are  the  Arms  of  this  City  ^. 

There  Avas  also  a  Mint  in  thi»  place  during  the  great  ^^^""""^^^  ^ 
Re^coinage  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III.    The^  ^^^  "f 
Coins  struck  there  are  known  by  the  letter  c,  which '^^'^***-  ^^* 
is  placed  under  the  head.     At  that  time  were  coined^  /  *  ^^^  r^^ 
101,660  lb.  *  pru^t!^  ^^S'  ^^     V^/  ^  ^^-^^  ^H^  M^^^t^  v'e/ 

A  Penny  of  William  I.  reads  germ,  in  all  proba^*^:^  ^""""^^  ' 
bility  St.  Germain's. 

CUMBERLAND.     \ 

ThisCounty  and  alsoNorthumberland  were  allowed 
to  make  payments  into  the  EJxchequer,'  in  Money  of 
any  Mint,  provided  it  was  Silver,  tand  not  deficient 
in  lawful  weight ;  because  they  had  not  Moneyers 
of  antient  appointment,  and  therefore^  derived  their 
Money  from  all  quarters.  This  practice  continued,  . 
from  the  time  of  Henry  I.,  durit^  the  reign  of 
Henry  II. ;  but  ceased  wh^n  it  was  ordained  that  one 
Weight  and  one  Money  should  be  used  throughout 

the  realm  y. 

»        _ 

«  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p!  41.  • 

-w<See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XiVl.  No  «*.      ■ 

<  %^ihsmBMpy  of  that  C^m^^  and  the  XXXVItb  Pbte  of 
Silver  Coins^  Nos  lo,  15,  and  %. 
y  Dialogus  de  Scaecstifo^  t>-^?v>'*     -    i 
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q  ARLISLE. 

Coins  of  Henry  II.  read  cardv  and  cardvl^  pos- 
sibly for  this  Mint.  If  a  MS  Note  by  Mr.  North  to 
Folkes's  Table  be  correct,  Richard  L  had  a  Mint 
here. 

In  they^r  1208,  the  ninth  of  King  John,  the 
Moneyers,  Examiners  of  Money,  and  Keepers  of  the 
Dies,  of  this  Mint,  were  commanded,  immediately 
upon  sight  of  the  Writ  directed  to  them,  to  seal  up 
their  Dies  with  their  own  seals,  and  to  appear  with 
them  at  Westminster  on  the  Quinzime  of  St.  Denys, 
to  receive  there  the  King's  commands  ;  and  to  sum- 
mon all  the  Workers  of  Money  in  their  City,  and 
those  who  were  skilled  in  the  art  of  making  Money, 
to  be  there  at  the  same  time  *. 

In  the  33d  year  of  Henry  III.  the  same  Writ  was 
directed  to  the  Magistrates  of  this  City  as  was  ad- 
dressed to  those  of  the- Town  of  Wallingford  in 
Berkshire  *. 

Coins  of  this  Monarch,  the  produce  of  this  Mint, 
^t\]\  exist. 

During  the  Siege,  in  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate 
Charles  I.,  Money  was  struck  here.  The  specimens 
of  it,  which  remain,  are  round.  The  Shilling  has  a 
Crown  on  the  Obverse,  and  under  it  c.  r.,  with  xii 
for  the  value  in  Pence.  The  Reverse  has,  in  three 
Knes  across  the  field,  obs.  carl.  .1645. 

The  Piece  of  three  Shillings  differs  from  this  only 

»  Pat.  9  John,  m.  5.  n.  ^9.  Madox,  1. 290.  Similar  Writs  were 
sent  to  Winchester,  Exeter,  Chichestfa*,  Canterbury,  Rodiester, 
Jpswich^  NoiRwidii  Lyim,  Iincoln>  York,  NcH'thampton,  Ox- 
ford, St.Edmundsbury,  and  Darham. 

a  See  the  account  of  Wallingford  Mint>  p.  ^16. 
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in  having  ni».  6b  the  Obverse,  and  in  the  Legend  ' 
on  the  Reverse  being  contained  in  two  lines  ^. 

JERBY 

is  a  Market  Town  in  this  County,  which  Camderi  , 
takes  to  have  been  the  Roman  Arbeia ;   and  says, 
that  traces  of  the  antient  Town  plainly  appear  ;  the 
antient  vaults  are  uncovered,  and  many  altars,  in- 
scriptions, and  statues,  are  dug  up  here  ^ 

Mr.Gough,  however,  in  his  Additions,  says,ther^ 
are  no  remains  here  ;  and  that  Ireby,  as  he  writes  it, 
has  little  pretension^  to  Roman  antiquity  ^. 

A  Penny  of  William  I.  with  h^kbirge  on  the  Re- 
verse, was  probably  struck  either  at  this  place  or  at 
some  other  town  of  that  name,  two  of  which  occur 
in  Domesday,  one  in  Yorkshire,  and  the  other  in 
Lincolnshire. 

DERBYSHIRE. 

DERBY. 

This  Town  was  of  considerable  importance  in  the 

early  Saxon  times,  and  accordingly  received  from 

jEthelstan  the  privilege  of  a  Mint.     This  appears 

from  the  Coins  of  that  Monarch  which  are  still  ex- 

tant,  bearing  on  the  Reverse  deorabv,  or  deorabvi. 

Here  Eadgar  likewise  struck  Money  ;  as  did  also 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,  and 

^thelred  IL  Edward  the  Confessor. 

In  Domesday  Book  this  Mint  is  unnoticed,  al- 

b  Sto  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVIII. 

•  Gough's  Camden,  vol.  III.  p.  171.  ^  Id.  p.  184. 


\ 
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\ 

though  Coins  ^exist  which  were  minted  tb»e  mtiM 
reign  of  William  I.  .. 

A  very  remarli^able  Fenny  of  Ste[^en,  «truc){ 
here,  with  the  Martlets  on  the  Reverse,  is  repre-^ 
sented  on  Plate  II.  of  the  Secxind  Part  of  the  Supple-r 
mental  Platfs. 

Mr.  Hutton,  in  his  History  of  this  Town,  gives 
a  singular  account  pf  a  Mint,  which  was  clandestinely 
worked  here,  for  a  short  time,  in  the  year  1676*  A 
person  of  the  name  of  Noah  Bullock  built,  what  he 
called,  an  Ark  in  a  boat  upon  the  River  Derweat, 
for  the  residence  of  himself  and  his  family.  This 
was  for  some  time  looked  upon  merely  as  a  whiid  $ 
but  it  at  Ja$t  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Sir  Simoa 
Djegge,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Derby,  that  it  was 
intended  a^  a  secjure  place  to  coin  Money.  He  acr< 
cordingly  sent  for  Bullock,  ai^  desired  to  see  a  ^p%i 
cimen  of  his  work  ;  when,-  on  being  assured  "  tfa^ 
no  evil  should  ensue,  provided  he  r^linquish^  the 
trade,  he  pulled  out  a  sixpence,  and  told  Sir  Simon 
he  could  make  €^  good  .wor]c  as  that."  The  Knight 
smiled  ;  Noah  wit^hdrew,  broke  up  his  Ark,  an4 
escaped  the  halter*.  . ; 

DEVONSHIRR 

BIDDEFORD* 

y 

This  place  had  a  Mint  in  the  reign  of  Henry*  HI. 
A  Penny  of  his  reads  phblip  on  Bito.    - 

MANSION-HOUSE   Of'tO^LESTONE. 

,  The  Author  of  the  History  of  Devonshire  has 
thought  fit  to  give  an  account  of  a  Mint,  most  sin- 

e  Hutton's  History  of  Derby,  p.  236. 
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gulariy  situated  in  that"  County.^  His  words  ai*e 
these :  "  This  Manor  of  Coplestone  is  now  divided 
into  sevefal  little  Farms ;  and  scarcely  are  there  any 
remains  at  present  of  a  Maii«i6H- House,  heretofore 
so  ii6ted  for  one  of  the  ffrst  in  thfe  Co'im'ty.  Here 
were  a  Chapel,  a  Mint,  a  Prison,  andXodge,  now 

all  destroyed.'' f '    ^^  •  ^ 

;  The  existence  of  a^MiAt  fii  a  pfivatfe  hou^e,  even 
though  that  hottse  was  the '  i^sidencd  of  the  great 
Coplestone,  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary  a  fact, 
that  I  took  the  liberty  to  re(|iiei?t  from  the  Author  a 
pefei^enceto'his  authority.  He  was  pleased  to  forget 
whsit  was  due  not  only  to  me,  but  also  to  his  own 
character,  and  did  nbt  Yeturn  an  answer  either  to 
that  letter,  or  to  two  others  which  1  addressed  to 
him,  ondei*  the  conviction  that  the  former  must 
have  miscarried.  I  likewise  stated  the  fact  of  his 
inattention  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Urban,  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  Gentlemati's  Magazine  for  January 
1801,  and  some  of  my  friends  have  occasionally 
given  him  hints  in  that  respectable  Miscellany.  Still 
he  has  continued  obstinately  sil^t ;  and  from  his 
silence  I  feel  myself  to  be  justified  in  assuming  that 
he  has  no  authority  whatever  to  produce ;  that  it 
was  a  random  assertion,  suggested  by  an  imagination 
accustomed  to  deal  in  fiction  ;;  and  that,  like  other 
dealers  in  fiction,  having  said  what  is  not  true,  he 
is  atehaitt^  td  ow^i^'^httt  it' is' false.   *     '  ^ 

Coplestone's  Mint;  therefore,  intrst  wait  for  higher 
authority-^l};|^  jth^t.  Ai|t|?o?j>  j^s^rtip^g^^  before  its 
existence  can  <be^admitt^)  I|ut  althqugti  I  never 
believed  the  ts^^,  y^t  \  did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty 

f  History  of  Devon^  vol.  ^.  p.  35. 
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wholly  to.  omit  it^  because  it  stands  recorded  in  a 
book  which  is  not  professedly  a  work  of  fiction. 

The  truth  of  that  record  caii  only  be  supported 
by  the  production  of  the  docunient  on  which  it  i* 
founded. 

This  Mint  is  not  mentioned  in  Primce's  Worthies 
of  Devon,  nor  in  Sir  William  Pole's  Collections  for 
the  History  of  that  County. 

If  the  Poetico*Antiquariafl  ooi\jectures,  id  whicfa 
the  Historian  of  this  County  has  iifidulged  himself^ 
may  be  admitted  as  authority  for  historical  nanfar 
tion,  then  Devonshire  may  boastj  that  from  her 
Mints  have  issued  some  of  the  earliest  Coiiis  w^di 
this  Island  has  produced.  But,  uofortuaately  for 
the  cause  of  truth,  that  Author  is  a  native  of  th^ 
South-west  parts  of  Britain.  To  the  npild  and  ger 
nial  temperature  of  the  climate  of  Devon  it  is  owing 
t^t  his  ^^  imagilaation  is  the  strongest  of  his  faoal- 
ties,  and  his  distinguishing  excellence.'^  Had  he 
been  born  in  a  climate  niore  severe,  '^good  s^na^ 
and  just  reasoning  would  haive  predominated  in  his 
productions  ;  and  even  in  the  wildest  of  his  flights,  a 
methodical  plan,  the  result  of  thought  and  reflection^ 
would  have  appeared  to  restrain  the  irregularities  of 
licentious  fancy.'*  s 

g  It  is  thus  that  Dr.  Knox  [Essays,  eighth  edition,  vol.  11.  pp. 
SBl,  33^],  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Polwhele,  accounts  for  the  preva- 
lence of  imagination  in  the  Eastern,  and  of  solid  good  sense  in 
the  Northern  parts  of  the  Globe,  firom  the  influenoe  of  CHaiate. 
[Devonshire  View§,  vol.  I.  p.  170,  note  (h.)]  Should  it  turnout 
that  Mr.  Polwhele  is  not  a  native  of  l>evon>  but  only  a  settler 
jthere,  that  circumstance  will  strengthen  Dr.  KnQx*s  argumeat. 


/ 
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As  he  himself  confesses  that  he  is  sometimes  hy- 
pothetical, and  that  to  enliven  a  barren  subject  it  is 
almost  necessary  to  be  so ;  but  that  to  indulgi^  dften 
in  theory  is  to-  throw  a  romantic  colour  over  the 
truth  of  history  *>;  he  will  not  be  surprized  if  his 
conjectures  are  received  with  some  grains  of  allow- 
ance for  the  predominance  of  imagination* 

The  facts  on  which  he  founds  his  assertions  re- 
specting the  Danmonian  Coinage  are  all  taken  from 
Dr.  Borlase ;  but  in  boldness  of  appropriation  he 
for  exceeds  that  sober  Antiquary.  What  in  the 
History  of  Cornwall  is  only  conjectured  to  be  British 
MonQ^j  he  says  hath  been  proved  to  be  so  without  a 
doubt'.  - 

Dr.  Borlase  modestly  says,  if  this  inference  is 
right,  these  Coins  are  elder  than  the  Romlan  Inva- 
sion ^ :  but  Mr.  Polwhele  says,  it  is  really  sur- 
prizing that,  after  having  so  minutely  examined 
these  Coins,  and  so  clearly  determined  their  anti- 
quity, Dr.  Borlase  should  halve  stopt  short  in  this 
place  ;  without  the  slightest  suspicion  of  a  probabi- 
lity which  their  appearance  hath  very  strongly,  sug- 
gested to  me. 

This  probability  is,  by  the  strength  of  imagination, 
soon  formed  into  an  absolute  certainty  ;  for  he  thus 
concludes  this  branch  of  his  Devonshire  Views.: 
"  Thus  have  I  presented  my  Readers  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  Danmonian  Commerce,  Shipping,  and  ^ 
Coins,  from  the  very  earliest  times  to  the  period  of 
Caesar's  invasion.*'  ^ 

aiid  will  prove  still  more  forcibly  than  he  has  attempted  to  do, 
the  irresistible  power  of  climate  over  the  human  mind 

h  Devonshire  Views,  vol.  I.  p.  111.  i  Id.  p.  158. 

k  Antiquities  of  Cornwall,  p.  275. 

1  Devonshire  Views,  vol.  I.  p.  158. 

v6l.  IV.  €t 
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Haring  once  proved  the.se  Coins  to  be  Danmbnlan, 
k  oosfts  him  biit4ittle  trouble  to  ascertain  the  pveoiaa 
situation  of  the  British  Mint  in  that  part  of  the 
Island,  which  he  thus  satisfactorily  makes  out: 
^^  Amongst  the  British  Gold  Coins  found  at  Kani-t 
bre^  in  1749  °^>  is  ope  remarkable  Coin^  on  which  is 
engraved  the  Plan  of  a  City.  Borlase  has  given  us 
aiviewof  those  Coins'^,  and  he  thus  describes  the 
Coin  in  question :  —  ^  N^  XII •  has,  on  the  hettd, 
^several  parallel  lines,  fa/shioned  into  squares,  look* 
^Ang  like  the  Plan  of «  Town ;  of  which  the^  streets 
f  cross  nearly  at  right  angles  ;  and  tlie  whole  is  cut 
'  by  one  straight  and  wider  street  than  the  rest.'  • 
The  Doctor  afterwards  addis,    ^  tlie  figure   in  the 

*  head  of  N°  XIL  has  been  before  observed  to  resenv- 
^  bie  the  icbnography  of  a  City,  and  was  probably 
^  ifijserted  in  the  Coin  by  the  founder,  to  record  the 

*  erection*  of  some  City ;  fqr  that  the  Britans  had 
'.  su^h.  Cities  is  very  plain  from  the  noble  ruins  (con* 
^  taining  in  circuit  about  tliree  or  four  miles)  near 
^  Wrottesley  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  where  (as' 
«  Dr,  Plot  thinks,  Staffordshire,  p,  394)  the  parallel 

*  partitions,  within  the  but  wall,  whose  foundations 

*  are  still  visible,  and  represent  streets  running  dif- 
^  fereiit  ways,  put  it  out  of  doubt  that  it  must  have 
^  been  a  City,  and  that  of  the  Britans/ p 

"  I  am  rather  surprized,"^  continues  Mr.  Pol- 

m  Antiquities  of  Cornwall,  p.  258.  »  PL  XXIII. 

o  Antiquities  of  Cornwall,  p.  261.  P  Id.  p.  281. 

<l  Mr.  Polwhele  is  very  apt  to  be  surprized  when  Dr.  Borlas^ 
stops  short,  and  does  not  risk  conjectures  which  he  himself  ven- 
tures without  scruple.  At  this  I  am  not  surprized ;  but  I  cannot 
help  expressing  great  surprize  indeed  when  I  find  such  a  man 
as  Dr.  Borlase  stopping  short  in  a  quotation,  and  omitting  what 
immediately  follows  the  word  Britons  in  Plot*s  Staflbrdshire  as  the 
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/^hele»  ^^  thut  Dr.  Borlase  sfacmld  baive  thos  tre- 
marked  dpon  the  ground-plot  of  tbis  City  witfaoift 
venturing  to  conjecture  what '  Gity  it  was.  Thfe 
Gold  Coin  on  which  this  Plan  is  exhibited  isevi^ 
dently  a  Coin  of  the  Britons.  It  represents  a  Bri- 
tish City ;  and  it  was  found  in  DanmdniuBi.  ,  Is  ii 
fwt  natural  to  suppose  then  that  this  was  a  City  ^f 
Danmonium — and  probably  the  Metropolis  ?  This 
Plan  of  the  Danmomum  City  ni'ust  immediately 
suggest  the  ideSi  of  the  original  Exeter,  even  to  those 
who  have  never  seen  the  modern.  But  whoever  has 
visited  the  modern  Exeter  must  instantly  recognise 
it  in  the  Karn-bre  Coin. 

*^  It  Exhibits  a  very  good  Ground-plot  of  Exeter. 
We  have  here  the  Fore  Street,  frou%  East  to  West, 
rumiing  through  the  City  in  straight  lines.  And 
there  is  a  wonderful  accuracy  in  the  Plan.  The 
Fore  Street  does  not  pass  through  the  centre  of '  it.; 
bitit  the  larger  part  of  the  plot  Kes  to  the  South,  and 
the  smaller  segment  to  the  North';  which  is  pre- 
cisely true  of  the  City  of  Exeter.  ;  ^ 

remainder  of  the  passag^e  shews  on  what  slight  grounds  these  - 
foundations  are  determined  to  be  British.  Add  then,  after  the 
.word  Britahs — ^*  for  that  I  could  hear  of  no  name  it  CTeir  had  5 
iiof  have  the  inhabitants  hereabout  any  tradition  concerning  it, 
•of  any  sort  whatsoever,  sonewhat  whereof  would  hsl?e  certainly 
beoiL  pre9eTved>  had  it  either  been  Roman  ;  or  so  late  as  either 
the  Saxon  or  Danish  Conquests  of  this  Nation."  [Plot's  Staf- 
fordshire, p.  395.]  Nor  ought  Dr.Borlase  to  have  concealed 
that  Dr.  Plot,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  volume,  pro- 
nouQCsed  these  remains  to  be  the  old  Theotenhall  of  the  Danes. 
[Idvp»4l50 

c  As  Mr.  Polwhele  is  here  speaking  of  the  Coin,  it  is  obvious 
to^asU  him,  by  what  means  he  discovered. the  cardinal  points  of 
^he  Compass  upon  it  ?     Because,  supposiag  .whathe  colls  East  ' 
and  West  shoi^  turn  out  tO  be  Kdrth  and  South,  it  is  dvidei^t 

a  2 
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"  Surely  this  was  not  a  random  Plot  of  a  Britkh 
Town,  Though,  possibly,  the  other  streets  that  in- 
tersect it  may  not  bear  examination,  as  compared 
with  the  present  Exeter,  yet  it  sufficiently  resem- 
bles the  modern  City  to  be  received  as  an  engraving 
qf  the  antient.  What  should  rather  excite  our  ad- 
miration ia,  that  this  engraving  should  be  so  similar 
to  the  present  Exeter,  allowing  for  the  alteration  in 
the  streets  ainJ  buildings  in  such  a  course  of  time. 
That  this  is  the  ichnography  of  the  British  Exeter  is 
certainly  a  new  discovery,  and,  on  account  of  its  no- 
velty, will  be  regarded  at  least  with  a  suspicious  eye. 
But  if  the  Coin  on  which  it  is  found  be  British, 
which  Borlase  has  charly  proved^  it  is,  assuredly, 
the  ichnography  of  a  British  City,  And  if  it  repre- 
sents a  British  .City,  has  not  Exeter,  for  the  reasons 
I, have, stated,  the  best  claim  to  be  considered  as  its 
Archetype?"*  '  \ 

Thus  it  is,  that  when  Poets  write  History,  their 

^^  €y^,  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling, 

Doth  glance  from  heaven  to  earth,  from  earth  to 
heaven ; 

And,  as  imagination  bodies  forth 


that  the  Plan  couid  not  hdve  been  intended  for  theCapitid  of 
Danmonium.  .  '. 

The  circumstance^  on  which  he  so  much  relies^  of  the  prin- 
cipal street  dividing  the  City  into  two  unequal  parts^  is  hj  i^o 
means  peculiar  to  £x6ter^  as  he  might  have  discovered  by  looking  I 

at  the  old  Plans  of  Towns  in  SpeedV  Afops.  ^        ' ' 

It  may  perhaps'betboi]^  to  saivQur  of  Ant^i:^riaah3rperenbti- 
cism  to  remark  that  on  the  Coin  the  main  street  is  in  a»  ^^ht 
line^  but  that  in  Speed's  Plan  of  Exeter  its  direction  is  consider-  i 

ably  curved.  r  .  ! 

The.side  streets^  ai^,  he  well  observer  ^terwar()9/  will  not  bear 
examination  with  the  Plan.  ^   .  ^ 

«  !Deirp»^him\iew8^  vpl,L:p,47.  .         - 
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The  form  of  things  unknown,  the  Poet' ^  pen 
Turns  thern  to  shapes,  and  gives  to  airy  nothing     ^ 
A  local  habitation  ahd  a  name."* 

But  this,  which  is  the  sou!  of  Poetry,  debaseSs 
History,  and  reduces  it  to  a  level  With  Romance.  '  I 
tiierefore  ,turn  with  disgust  from  these  idle  visions, 
to  examine  authentick  sburcies  of  information. 

It  appears,  from  -SJthelstan's  Laws,  that  he  al- 
lowed two  Moneyers  in  Exeter ;  and,  from  CoinS 
ttow  actually  existing,  it  will  be  fbund  that  the  fol- 
lo^iring  Monarchs  coined  in  the  Mliit  theite : 
^thelstan,  iBlhelrfed  11. 

Eadmund  I.  Cnut, 

Eadred,  Edward  the Confe^sot; 

^Eadgar,  and 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,     Harold  11.       ' '  ' 

In  Domesday  Book  nothing  occurs  respectiiigtt?s 
Mint ;  but  Coins  are  known  of 

William  f .  Stephen,  and 

William  n.  Henry  IL 

Our  Records  are  silent  concerning  it  until  tlie 
nmth  year  of  King  John,  when  the  Moneyers,  &c. 
of  Exeter,  together  )vith  those  of  vacious  other  places, 
were  sunnnoned  to  attend  at  Westminster  '*. 

Henry  III.  coined  here,  as  did  also  Edward  I.,  m 
the  eighth  year  of  whose  reign  it  was  ordained  that 
there  should  be  two  Furnaces  in  this  City  ^ ;  and  in 
]  300  an  order  was  giveu  for  the  building  of  houses 
for  the  workmen,  and  for  sending  beyond  seas  for 
i^rkmen^ 


■,f , 


*  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  act  V.  scene  I. 
^ 'See  this  Writ  at  lengtli  in  tSe  accourtt  of  Cdtlisle  Afini,  p. 
220.  '-^    '     ''  ■"    •■ 

^  Liber  Rubeus  ScaccarU,  folio  ^59:    ^      ^i^  CI.  ^  E.  I!  m.  0. 
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From  this  time  no  notices  Occur  of  the  Mint  here 
until  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.,  when  it  formed 
one  of  the  numerous  Mints  which  his  necessities^ 
obliged  him  to  establish  y. 

It  ceased  to  be  worked  at  some  little  time  befoi^e 
the  end  of  his  reign,  and  was  opened  again  at  the 
time  of  the  great  Re-coinage  in  1696  and  1697,  ^^^ 
the  supply  of  the  Western  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
The  Coins  were  distinguished  by  the  letter  e,  which 
was  placed  under  the  King's  bust.  The  amount  of 
147,2961b.  were  then  coined  *. 

EXCHANGE. 

In  the  28th  year  of  Edward  I.,  Taldus  Isaniam^ 
and  Coppus  Cottere,  and  their  Fellows,  Merchants 
of  the  Company  of  Friscobalds  of  Florence,  were 
appointed  Keepers  of  the  Exchange  in  this  City 
during  pleasure.  The  said  Merchants  were  to  brfar 
the  expenses  of  the  Exchange  out  of  their  own  Mo- 
ney, and  to  render  an  account  of  the  profits  to  the 
King's  Clerk,  John  de  Sandale,  Keeper  of  the  Ex- 
change of  England  *. 
I. 

IvIDFOBD. 

Mr.  Southgate,  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Polwhele^  says, 
1;hat  the  Mint  in  this  place  continued  but  a  short 

;  y  See  Silver  Coins,  Plates  XXV.  and  XXVF.  and  Slippl.  tt.  V. 

-  2  See  the  account  of  the  Rensoinage,  and  Silver  Ckiinsi  Plate 
XXXYJ.  The  Mint  was  in  St.  Mary  Arches  Lane.  The  inofe> 
antient  Mint  was  in  a  lane  or  passage  which  still  retains  that 
name.  [Brice's  Geographical  Dictionaiy,  London^  1759|  ^forlio.] 
.  a  Abbreviatio  Rot.  Orig.  Scacc.  By  the  same  Writ  they  were 
appointed  Keepers  of  the  Exchange  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  and 
King5ton-upon-Hi41.  ...   - 
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H«fc«,  chiefly  througli  tbe  boisterows  reign  of  iEthel- 
1^  JI. ;  the  Coins  are  copsecjuently  rare^. 

I  IflSve  no  notice  of  Coios  of  this  Mint,  un|^^ 
those  with  li,  lvd,  lvda,  lvdan,  or  lyda,  amongst 
those  of  ^thelred,  should  be  what  Mr.  Southgate 
alludes  to. 

LI,  LV,  and  LHVDA  also  occur  on  Pennies  of  Cnut; 
VY  and  hv  on  those  of  Edvfard  the  Confessor ;  and 
i^v  on  Coins  of  Karold  IL 

*  It  is  possible  that  all  these  may  refer  to  this 
place,  as  it  is  written  lideforde  and  lvdefqiid  in; 
Domesday  Book;  and  Lambarde,  in  his  Topogra- 
phical Dictionary,  spells  it  lydforde^  and  gives 
th[9  Saxon  name  Llybanpojibe^ 

TElGNMOtJTH. 

The  name  of  this  Mint  first  occurs  uppn  a  Penny 
of  King  Eadgar,  whi9h  reads  tintmi. 

One  of  Edward  the  Confessor  has  tinc  on  the 
R^verjse,  which  may  possibly  have  been  struck  here. 

In  Domesday  Book  no  notice  of  it  occurs ;  but  a 
Penny  of  WilKam  J,  reads  tiin^  wjiich  seems  to 
have  been  intended  for  this  place. 

TOTNES. 

According  to  Mr.  Sou thgate's  Letter  to  Mr.  Pol- 
whele,  referred  to  before  under  Lidford,  the  Coins 
of  this  Mint  are  rare,  as  it  existed  during  a  short 
period  only,  chiefly  in  the  reign  of  jSSthelred  IJ.^ 
On  that  Monarch's  Coins  the  name  is  wrilten  ei[tber . 

TOTA,  TOTAN,  TGTTAN,  or  TOTTANiES. 

"A  Penny  of  Cnut  reads  also  TdtA. 

b  History  of  Devon,  vol.  I.  p.  242.  ^  lA. 


The  Mint  is  ftot  notiiced  in  Doitaesday  Book; 
but  a  Coin  of  William  I.  has  totn  on  the  Reveiw, 
which  I  think  can  be  no  other  than  this  place, 

DORSETSHIRE. 

♦ 

BRIDPORT. 

No  notice  of  this  Mint  is  to  be  found  prior  to  the 
Survey  in  the  reign  of  William' L,  qnless,  possibly^ 
a  Penny  of  Cnut,  which  is  inscribed  bri,  may  have 
been  struck  here.  It  is,  however,  more  probable  that 
it  issued  from  the  Mint  at  Bristol,  where  that  Mo- 
narch  certainly  coined  Money. 

From  Domesday  Book  it  appears  that  Edward  the 
Confessor  had  one  Moneyer  here,  who  paid  to  the 
King  one  Mark  of  Silver*^;  and  twenty  Shillings 
whenever  the  Money  was  changed.  At  that  time 
there  were  120  houses  in  this  place ;  but  when  the 
Survey  was  taken,  20  of  them  were  in  such  a  state 
that  those  who  inhabited  them  were  unable  to  pay 
taxes  «. 

No  Coins  have  yet  been  discovered  which  call  be 
appropriated  to  this  Mint  with  certainty.'^ 

DORCH£ST£R. 

According  to  Leland's  Copy  of  iEtbelstan's  Lav^s, 
that  Monarch  ordained  one  Moneyer  in  this  placed 
No  Coin  of  his  has,  however,  yet  been  found. 

This  Mint  first  appears  upon  a  Penny  of  ^tbel*' 
red  II. ;  Cnut  alsoi^truck  Money  here. 


^  ThU  is  not  stated  very  clearly  im  tte  I^ecoixl.    I  suspeict  tbat 
the  Mark  of  Silver  was  paid  annually. 
«  Domesday  Book,  vol.  ].  folio  75. 
f^  Collectanea,  vol.  til.  p.  $13. 
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Domesday  Book  records  that  Edward  fthe  Con- 
fessor had  two  Mone3;«ers  in  diis  town^  each  of  whom 
paid  to  the  King  one  Mark  of  Sillier ;  and  twenty 
Shillings  whenever  the  Money  was  changed  &. 

One  of  his  Coins  in  the  Bodleian  Collection, 
which  reads  swrtinc  on  dorth,  was  probably  struck 
here.     It  is  of  type  N<>  l8. 

In  Domesday  the  Mint  is  npt  mentioned  as  then 
existing,  although  Coins  of  William  I.,,  struck  here, 
are  known. 

William  II.  also  coined  in  tbis,plac^ir  ^ 

SHAPTES;^UBY. 

Two  Moneyers  were  established  here  by  iEthel- 
stan;  and  Coins  struck  during  his  reign  are  still  ' 
extant. 

Cnut  also  coined  here. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor  there  were 
thre^  Moneyers  in  this  place,  each  of  whom  paid 
one  Mark  of  Silver  to  the  King,  and  twenty  Shil-  , 
lings  whenever  the  Money  was  renewed  ^. 

Harold  IL  had  a  Minjt  here.  , 

Though  Domesday  Book  is  silent  with  respect  to 
the  existence  of  this  Mint  at  the  time  that  Survey 
was  taken^  yet  it  was  then  worked,  for  Coins  of 
William  I.  bear  its  name*     -  . 

William  II»  likewise  had  a  Mint  here.      ,   ; . 

This  place  was  antiently  called  Burgu^  Sancti 
Edwardi ;  and  I  (suspect  that  Coins  of  Henry  III., 
which  read  santsd,  s»iki:b0,  or.  sknic£p,  were  itrqck 
here.  Those  of  St.  Edmundsbury  seem  always  to 
have  been  distingdished  by  the  addition  of  the  let- 
ter'M.  .1       ^ 

e  Domesday.  Book>  vol.  Lft^liQ^T^f     ,  ,      _**  W. 
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WAHEHAM.  '  O 

In  the  reign  of  ^thelstan  this  place  was  of  soffik' 
cient  importance  to  have  two  Moneyers ;  and  there 
is  a  Coin  of  this  Monarch  with  veri  on  the  Reverse^ 
which  was  probably  struck  here,  although  Dr.  Nasb 
and  Mr.  Green  have  appropriated  it  to  the  Mint  at 
Worcester. 

One  of  £ladwig*s  Pennies  has  we  for  the  place  oP 
Mintage;  but  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  whether 
it  is  of  this  Mint  or  of  those  at  Worcester  or  Wal- 
lingford. 

A  Coin  of  ^thelred  II.  reads  were^  and  was,  I 
presume,  struck  here. 

Cnut  has  one  with  the  uncertain  letters  we  only. 

From  Domesday  Book  we  learn  that  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Confessor  there  were  two  Moneyers 
here,  each  of  whom  paid  one  Mark  of  Silver  to  the 
King,  and  twenty  Shillings  whenever  the  Money 
was  changed  *. 

Although  that  Record  gives  no  intimation  that 
this.  Mint  was  in  existence  at  the  time  it  was  com- 
piled, yet  it  was  certainly  worked  during  the  reign 
of  William  I,,  whose  Coins  struck  here  .have  wcRii 
on  the  Reverse. 

William  II.  also  had  a  Mint  in  this  place;  as  had 
likewise  Henrv  I. ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
it  lower  than  his  reign. 

i  Domesday  Book,  vol,  I.  folio  75. 
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DURHAM. 

BOYAL   MINT. 

The  commencement  of  this  Mint  is  unknownv 
fii>  Money  struck  here  in  the  Saxon  titnes  has  yet 
occurred;  and  this  County  is  one  of  the  four  Nofth-^ 
ern  ones  which  are  not  noticed  in  Domesday  Book.  * 

The  earliest  Coin  which  can  be  appropriated  to 
this  Mint  is  one  of  William  I.,  which  reads  dveri 
oh  the  Reverse.  ^^'-^  ^  ^^*^  ^  ^^C^^/^^  ^  ^* 

Henry  II.  also  coined  here.  ^^^^^^  j^J^^^f^^r^^  ^^^^, 

In  the  ninth  year  of  John,  the  Moneyers,  &c.  oi^^j-;^^;^' 
this  place,  as  well  as  those  of  many  other  Mints;  ^vr^^^ye/JT 
were  ordered  to  appear  before  the  King  at  West-  ^^  T>yM&. 
ttiinsterK  ^  ./>v^  ^. 

•    Of  Henry  III.  there  are  Pennies  of  this  Mint;        *" 
both  with  the  short  arid  the  long  Cross. 

Edward  I.  also  coined  here. 

In  the  12th  year  of  Ed'Vard  II.  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  were  commanded,  by  Writ,  to  cause  the 
Money  which  had  been  coined  at  this  Mint  to  ht 
assayed;  because,  during  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,. 
and  down  to  the  date  of  the  Writ,  no  Assay  had 
been  made^;  by  reason  that,  as  it  appears,  the 
King  would  not  permit  it  ™. 

Coins  were  likewise  struck  here  during  the  reignis 
of 

H  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  th^  account  of  Carlisle  Mint. 

1  Hil.  Brevia.  \%  E.  II.  Rot.  ^9.  Madox,  History  of  Exclie- 
quer,  vol.  I.  p.  293.  It  appears^  from  the  Close  Roll  of  thisyeai", 
m.  29^  that  the  King  would  not  permit  the  Assay  to  be  made 
during  that  term. 

m  CI.  l2E.II.m.2«.  .  - 
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Edward  IIL  Richard  III. 

Richard  II.  Henry  VII. 

Henry  Vl.  and 

Edward  IV.  Henry  VIIL 

I  have  not  be6n  able  to  discover  when  the  Royal 
Mint  here  ceased  to  be  worked ;  and  I  know  not 
tirhether  the  Coins  of  the  last  four  reigns  are  not  all 
of  the  Bishop's  Coinage. 

X     I 

EPISCOPAI.    MINT. 

The  date  of  this  Mint  is  likewise  unknown.  If 
the  assertion  which  is  made  in  the  History  of  West- 
morland and  Cumberland  can  be  established^  it 
must  have  commenced  some  time  in  the  seventh 
dentury,  for  St.  Cuthbert,  who  was  made  Bishop  in 
685,  is  there  said  to  have  had  the  privilege  of 
coining  ^.     But  of  this  no  proof,  as  I  believe,  exists. 

Bishop  Beck,  in  his  Pleadings  respecting  the  Pri^ 
vileges  of  the  See,  in  the  year  1293,  stated,  that  he 

^  Nicholson's  and  Burn*8  History  of  Westmorland  and  Cun^ 
l^erland^  vol.  II.  p.  246^  where  is  an  indistinct  relation  of  the 
finding  some  Coins  when  the  Steeple  of  St.  Cuthbert*s  Church  in 
Carlisle  was  rebuilt,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  which 
Coins  are  said  to  be  such  as  St.  Cuthbert  and  some  of  his  succes- 
sors had  a  privilege  to  coin.  They  are  called  3t.  Cuthbert's  Peiice> 
but  no  description  of  them  is  given. 

*'  Lastly^  so  deare  was  this  S^nte  to  King  Alfred,  that  he  made 
bim  share  with  him  in  his  Soveraigntie,  and  honoured  his  name 
upon  his  owne  Coyne ,  as  it  appeareth  out^f  the  true  pourtraicta 
of  some  Silver  Money  found  1611  in  Lancashire,  and  sent  to  the 
learned  Antiquary  Master  Thomas  Allen  of  Gloucester  Hall  in 
Oxford."  [History  of  St.  Cuthbert,  Bishop  of  Lindisfarne.  By 
Robert  Hegg,  1626.  Darlington,  4to,  1777,  at  IVJr.  Allan*$ 
private  press.]  The  Coin  represented  in  this  work  is  tjie  sanae  as 
No  13  of  Alfred's  Coins  in  our  XVIth  Plate,  and  has  cvdberkt 
on  the  Reverse,  the  name  of  the  Moneyer, 
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and  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  all  Regal  Rights 
and  Privileges  within  the  Liberty  of  Durham  from 
the  time  of  the  Conquest  and  before  °.  This  plea 
was  admitted  by  the  King  and  Council ;  but  no  evi- 
dence is  at  this  time  existii;]^  which  will  enable  us 
to  carry  back  the  right  of  Coinage  (the  princip^ 
privilege  wbich  was  then  questionec^)  so  far  by 
nearly  one  hundred  years.  The  earliest  Record  that 
mentions  it  is  the  Boldon  Book,  which  bears  date  in 
the  year  11 83.  In  that  Silrvey,  which  is  of  the 
nature  of  Domesday  Book,  it  is  r^corded^  that  the 
Money  Dies  used  to  pay  a  rent  of  .ten  Marks ;  but 
that.  King  Henry  IL  reduced  the  said  rent  to  three 
Marks^  on  account  of  the  Dies  wbich  he  first  placed 
in  Newcastle  ;  and  at  last  took  away  the  Dies  which 
had  been  used  for  many  years  ba^ck  p. 

As  no  date  is  affixed  to  any  of  the  facts  above 
stated,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  either  the 
time  when  the  rent  of  ten  Marks  was  originally 
paid,  or  when  the  abatement  took  place.  It  may, 
however,  be  conjectured,  with  some  degree  of  pro- 
bability, that  the  privilege  of  Coining  was  taken 
away  by  the  General  Act  of  Resumption,  in  the  year 

1154. 

This  privilege  was  not  restored  until  the  year 
1196,  when  King  Richard  I.  gave  to  Philip  of  Poi- 
tiers, Bishop  elect,  license  to  make  Money  in  his 

^  See  the  proceedings  under  the  year  1293,  iu  the  Annals. 

P  Collectanea  Curiosa>  edited  by  the  Rev,  John  Gutch,  vol.  IL 
p,  88.  That  very  antient  Record  called  the  Boldon  Book  was« 
as  is  stated  at  the  beginning  of  it,  drawn  up  in  the  jMresence  of 
Hugh  Pudsey>  then  Bishop  of  that  See,  and  contains  an  account 
of  all  the  Rents  and  Customs  of  .the  Bishoprick. 


CJity  of  Durham  ;  a  permission  which  had  not  bedti 
granted  to  his  predecessor^  for  a  long  time  back  *i. 

The  date  of  this  Grant  seems  to  be  fixed  to  tWi 
latter  end  of  this  year,  by  a  Compotus  of  the  Bishop^ 
ricfc,  which  acconnts  for  the  first  three  quarters, 
when  it  wai  in  the  hands  of  the  King.  The  Cudtode^ 
do  not  charge  themselves  with  any  profits  of  a  Mint 
during  that  period,  but  only  with  those  arising  from 
the  Exchange  ^ 

'  In  the  year  1211,  the  13th  of  John,  the  Bishop- 
rick  was  again  in  the  King's  haiwis ;  when  the  Cus- 
todes,  Eimericus  Archdeacon  of  Durham,  and  Phi- 
lip de  VIecote,  accounted  for  xviij/.  and  xj^.  for  the 
profit  of  the  Dies^  from  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  King,  to  the  Peast 
of  St.  Martin'  next  following,  and  thence  for  three 
years  next  ensuing'. 

1252  or  1253.  Henry  HI.,  in  his  37th  yearf 
upon  the  testimony  of  various  persons  worthy  ct 
<5redit,  and  the  exhibition  of  antient  Dies,  and  of 
Money  struck  from  them,  which  Walter*  Bishop  of 
Durham  brought  before  him,  allowed  that  the  Bi- 
shop's predecessors  were  accustomed  to  have  their 
Dies  at  Durham :  and  he  restored  to  him  seisin '<if 
bis  Dies,  to  have  them  in  the  Church  of  Durham^ 
fis  hia  predecessors  used  to  have  ". 

q.Hoveden^  p.  768. 

r  Mag.  Rot.  8  R.  I.  Rot  30.  a.  aqd  b.  Madox,  Hi&tcxy.  of 
.¥^pbeq\ievi  YoL  I.  p.  715» 

s^IVSag.  Rot.  13  John>  Rot.  4  b.  ]VMox>  History  of  Ex^heLi- 
j(|uer>  vol.  I.  p.  644.  Mr.  North  says,  ^is>  according  to  tbe 
U^mlI  rate  of  Coinage^  must  be  1484  Pounds,  or  356,160  Pex^ 
nies.    MS  Note  to  Folke9*a  Tables.  ^  Walter  de  Kirk^^ain. 

^  Pat.  37  H.  III.  tn.  9. 
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'  1372.  It  apjpanrfi, .  from  the  Rolla  of  Parliameirtr); 
l^iit  Edward  I.^  in  his  first  year,  restored  to  the 
^  Bishops  of  Durham  the  privileges  of  their  See  ^.  I 
have  not,  however,  met  with  any  evidence  of  their 
having  been  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  or 
otherwise  forfeited,  between  that  period  aiid  the 
37th  of  Henry  III.,  when  the  privilege  of  coining 
^as,  as  we  have  seen,  confirmed  to  them  by  that 
Monarch,  without  any  intimation  that  they  did  pot 
then  enjoy  all  the  other  liberties  which  of  old  b^ 
longed-  to  their  Bishoprick. 

1283.  In  bis  11th  year^  Anthony  Beck  was  ap^  ^ 
painted  to  this  See.  To  that  opulent  and  ambitioijGi 
Prelate  are  attiibuted,  with  great  probability,  thofe 
Fenifiies  of  Edward  the  First  and  Second  which  are 
dislingoished  by  the  Mint  Mark  of  a  Cross  Moline« 
bis  family  arms ;  and  which  he  also  placed  upon  his 
Spiscopal  Seal,  in  the  style  of  the  Temporal  Barons 
of  those  days  *.  .        • 

1^3.  At  a  Plea  which  was  held  before  Hugh  de| 
Cressingham  and  his  Fellows,  J,ustices  Itinerant,  ^ 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  in  the  2 1st  year  of  Edward  Lj^ 
the  Jury  presented  that  the  Bishop  of  Durham  had 
his  Moneyer  at  Durham. 

The  Bisjiop  not  claiming  his  privileges  in  the 
accustomed  manner,  it  was  determined  that  they 
should  be  seized,  by  the  Sheriff  of  Northumberland, 
into  the  King's  hands,  until  they  were  replevined« 
The  Bishop  immediately  petitioned  the  King  and 
Council,  stating  that  his  privileges  were  not  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sheriff;  and  that  he  and  his 

^  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  427. 
X  Bartlet  on  the  Episcopal  Coins  ot  Durham^  Arcbseologiay 
vol.  y.  p.  336,    Some  of  bis  Coins  read  edw,  and  others  b0wah. 


?i^     Jh^W:  9^¥im  W.  W¥<^=* 


of  the  Conquest  of  J^gland  and  before,  .without.auy 
jntermp^pn,  as  of  the  Bight  ppd  Lib^erty  of  t^b^ 
Cburch  ot  St*  Cqthbert  in  JDurham.  , . 

By  th^  l^mff  and  Council  the  aforesaid  ludffment 
ot  the  JUlstices  vyas  reversed,  and  the  3aid  privilpg<^ 
restored  to  the  Bishop  j  saying  the^K^ing's  right,  &c.? 

jJlO. ,  Bishop  peck  djed  in  the,  third  jjf^ar  of  ^Ar 
ward  IL,  and  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Kellow; 
who  having  no  pretensions  to  Family  Arms,  is  su^ 
pospd  to  have  distjnguished^is  Coins  by  plac^ig 
tt^^jhpad  ofi^  j??stora|  staff,  turned  to  th^  left,  05^ 
the  upright  limb  of  the  Cross  upon  the  Revj^rse*.  ,^ 

^.fa^^'^fP.VtT'^^.v^J^i?^^"^?^        t;be  Bishopri9k.  ^/  - 
was  nearly  related  to  the  .Royal  ^Jfainily  of  Fran 

p4/m%Hl^^»9^P^?^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^"^sion  ,to  wlii<j|^ 

sop^^times  aj^nfe,  ,and^  sometioies  accop  ^^K 

one. or  two  Fleiirs  de  Lis  *•     , 

10th 

vv^ard  IIJ.,  he  was  sp^cjceeded  by  Richard  !^i]iry.         . 

It;^  is  uncerjf^in.  whether  this  Prelate  struck  ariv 

Money,  though  Writs  for  the  delivery  of  Dies  to 

the  Mint  were  issued  ^qring  his  timeK'  Thef >ib(9iK& 

y  RoUsof  Barliam^lt^  virtkliL  p.  lASftit )« .   lU  -  .  ^    -       ^tU 
z  BarUet,  as  al>dy^^^.3!^&^  Ttae  ,(PoiiiSK|ftaMe  theiKtng's 
fiame  written  edwar.  .  r  f^iBa|lkt»iiiddlov6i  p.  36^1   ^ 

b  In  the  sikth  voiuiiwf^^«Rynic«'8iE<^m,  vMiM^  the 

British  Museum,  are  the  following'  Rttentis^to  ^qoinftigiMtmiy  &t 
Durham:    1344,    18  £.  III.  Index  33,}Nqi9a^  gro  <^kard 
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eyer>  Bear  ckte  in  htslast  jrear^  and  either  came  too 
1^  to  be  made  use  of,  or  else  the  Money  which  was 
made  cannot  now  be  distinguished  from  that  of  hia 
tiiicceissor  Thomas  Hatfleld,  who  became  Bishop  in 
1345*  He,  like  Bishop  Kellow,  placed,  the  head  of 
a  pastoral  staff,  but  turned  towards  the  right,  upon 
the  Cross  on  the  Reverse  of  his  Coins.  They  read 
£DWARDVs,  and  the  head  and  weight  fix  them  to 
Edward  III.,  atid  to  his  third  Coinage  in  1353, 
when  the  weight  of  the  Penny  was  reduced  to  l8 
Grains  ^ 

No  'Coins  of  this  Episcb|)^l  Mint  can  be  distih^ 
gttished  during  the  reign  of  Richard  II.;  but  that 
Monarch,  in  his  seventh  year,  1384^,  and  again  in 
his  fifteenth  %  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  ^Bishops 
those  privilieges  which  h^d  been  restored  to  th^m'  by 
Edward  I.  in  his  first  year  ^.      ' 

In  his  seventh  year,  also,'  the  ,Baroi)s  of  the  £i« 
chequer  were  commanded  to  receive  froni  Bishop' 
John  [Fordham]  the  old  Dies  which  Thomas  [Hat- 
field] his  predecessor  had  for  coining  Money  within' 
the' Royal  Liberty  of  Durham,'  and  to  deliver  to  him 
new  Dies,  i.  e.  three  Standards  and  six  Trussells  «.- 

During  the  reigns  of  Etenry  IV. ,  V.,  and  VL,  no 
Episcopal  Coins  are  known;  although  in  the  llth 
and  12th  year  (1433)  of  the  latter  Monarch,  Thp- 

Bory)  Episco^  Dandm.  deCuneiffpro  Sterliagid  facieAd.  Atoo^ 
at  Numbers  102  and  136^  other  Grants  of  Dies  to  the  same  Bi- 
shop.    [Noble*8  Dissertation,  Appendix  {!>).] 

^  Bullet,  as  sbove,  p.  aS7i '  But  see  aote  [q]  p.  125  of  ▼ol.  II. 
«    d  T<»jobii  Fordham,  tlite  Bishop. 

«  Walter  l^driaiw  bekig  at  ilxal^  tithe  Bishop. 

t  HoUsofParii«i«i«ntr^vo!.IV:p.^r. 

ir  CIsms.  7R.  H.  m/l3,  '     ? 

VOL.  IV.  R 


342    PLACES  OF  MINTS  AKD  EXCHANGES 

/ 

mas  Liangley,  then  Bishop  of  Durham,  in  a  Petition 
to  the  King  in  Parliament,  stated  his  pririleges,  and^ 
amongst  others,  that  be  had  a  right  to  have  his  Mo- 
neyer  ia  Darham  ;  and  prayed  that  certain  Inquisi- 
tions and  Presentations,  which  had  been  entered  in 
Chancery,  byvirtueof  the  Kifig's<Commission  issued 
in  his  11th  year,  respecting  the  same,  might  be 
withdrawn  and  annulled ;  which  was  granted  ^. 

1473.  In  the  13th  year  of  Edward  IV.,  Lau- 
rence Booth,  Bishop  of  this  See,  received  from  the 
King,  by  Letters  Patent,  a  License  to  coin  Halfpen* 
nies.  The  Grant  stated  that  Laurence  the  present 
Bishop,  and  his  predecessors,  had,  from  time  imme" 
morial,  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  coining  Money  of 
Steiiings ;  that  the  King  had  been  informed  that  the 
said  Bishops  not  regarding  the  Royal  displeasure, 
intended  to  coin  Halfpennies  within  the  Libeirty  df 
Durham,  although  he  had  never  coined  Money  of 
that  fcind  before;  thatj  notwithstanding,  the  King 
was  content  that  the  then  present  Bishop  should 
have  the  privilege,  during  pleasure,  to  coin  as  vfrejil 
Sterlings  as  Halfpennies,  in  that  place,  as  often  as 
he  should  think  fit,  without  incurring  the  Royal  dis- 
pleasure. The  Grant  further. gave  to. the  Bishop  li- 
cense to  make  Standards  and  Trussells,  for  the  said 
Money  of  Sterlings  and  Halfpennies,  to  any  num- 
ber, as  occasion  might  be,  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  King's  pleasure,  without  any  prosecution,  either 
by  the  King  or  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  others  his  Majesty's  Officers  and  Minis- 
ters \     And  that  neither  the  then  present  Bishop, 

a 

h  Rolls  of  Pariiament,  vol.  IV.  p.  427. 
i  I  bc^lieve  that  no  instance  is  to  be  found  where  license  was 
granted  to  make  the  Dies  for  any  subordinate  Mint^  except  this 


/ 


IN   BRITAIN  AND. IM   DEPENDENCIES.        343 

nor  his  successors,  should,  on  account  of  the  pre-» 
misea,  or  their  acceptance  of  them,  be  stopped  or 
anyway  prejudiced  with  respect  to  the  said  Liberty 
in  any  manner  in  future,  but  that  they  should  enjoy 
all  their  liberties  and  royalties  which  they  had  afore- 
time enjoyed,  those  presents  notwithstanding.  This 
Grant  was  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  Parliament^ 

On  the  26th  of  August,  in  the  same  year,  the  Bi- 
shop, by  virtue  of  the  above  Grant,  assigned  and  li- 
censed  William  Omoryghe,  of  York,  Gotdsmtth,  to 
grave  and  print  two  dozen  Trussells,  and  one  dozeft 
Standards  for  Pennies,  and  four  Standards  and  eight 
Trussells  for  Halipennies,  within  the  Castle  of  DaKh 
ham,  under  the  inspection  of  Henry  Gyllowe,  Cbaa«> 
cellor  of  Durham  *• 

The  small  {proportion  of  the  Dies  for  Halfpennies 
is  remarkable;  and  it  should  seem  thftt  even  that 
very  limited  number  was  but  little  used,  as  none  of 
the  Coins  have  ever  been  discovered ;  and  in  a  jnmi^ 
lar.  License  to  the  same  persoii,  in  the  followiog 
year,  14749  he  was  authorized,  to  make  three  doisea 
Trussells  and  two  dozen  Standards  for  Pennies  only°^» 

The.  Coins  of  this  Bishop  are  marked  with  b,  the 
initial  of  his  surname.  '  '       -^ 

Mr.  Noble  is  of  opinion,  that  a  Penny  with  c  on 
the  Obverse  belongs  to  this  Prelate,  and  that  it  is  the 
initial  of  Cancellarijus,  and  therefore  coined  by  him 
after  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, in  imitation  of  f^emp  Archbishop  of  York". 

of  Durham,  instead  of  receiving  them  from  the  Mint  in  the 
Tower.  k  Pat.  13  E.  IV.pt.  l.m.  12. 

I  Clans.  Durham  Chancery,  Roll  A.  No  2.  Noble's  Mint  and 
Coins  of  Bishops  of  Durham,  Appendix  (F). 

«i  Id.  Appendix  (G). 

»  Dissertation  On  Mint  and  Coins  of  Bishops  of  Durh^im,  p.  43. 

R  2 
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^  Bikt  it  ttl&y^bequeirtiotied  whether,  in  the  ntfitai^ce 
<if  tbilR  'Brdhop,  the  c  may  not  bfe  a  d,  reversed  bjr 
m'wlik*  of  th6f  'Engrtifver  of  the  Die**;  and,  in  "tfie 
qisfe'.6f>rti«'Atcbbr?Ht)p;  an  e  for  Ebor.  -^ 

I'h^l-t  is  MkeWi$0  a^Dotham  P^nrly  of  Edward  IV. 
%tfth^a  kirid^dfUo^e  in  the  centre  of  the  Rever«d, 
Which 'fid 'tWtfkS'  this  Bishop  also  copied  from  the 
Ywkf  Mfbtfilge  P/^  '      •  ' 

But  the  meaning  of  those  figlnes  which  are  found 
iltt  thfe^fefentffe  ^P-dfofeises  upoti  the  Money  of  this  sera 
is  not  sufficientty  ascertained  to'dllow  of  their  being 
itjftiStted  as  i>voaH'khit  the  Coins  were  from  Eccle- 
siastical Mints ;  and'therefbre  we  must  hesitate  be- 
Utkl^^t  prbnoiintj^  thii  Coin  to  be  such,  and  not 
the  produci^  df  flie  Pfoyal  Mint,  as  tJiere  is  no  ^vt^ 
Airite  that  k  had 'ceased  to  work  it  this  time.  And 
1^^  thfe  moire  inclined  to' doubt '  ill  the  present 'fft- 
WintiB,  ^s  the  lettet  m  6f6cur8  in  the  centre  bf  the 
CSross'upbn  Coins  bbth  of  Gatitei*bury  and  t)urham, 
in  the  -reign  6f  Henry  Vr.,  prbbably  without  any 
teference  to  either'  of  those  places ;  but* it  is  merely 
ftie  initial  of  the  name  of  the  Master  of  the  Mint  in 
^he  Tower  of  Lbridbn;  ^Robert  Mahfeld,  by  wHom 
the  Dies  "^ere  issued:  *  ' 

^  In  l4j'6W'iHiam  pudley,  the  successor  6f  Boom 
m  this  Bishoprick,  soon  after  his  consecration,  did, 
by  virtue  of  the  License  granted  to  this  See  in  14^3? 
authorize  tVijliam  Ombryghe  ^,  then  of  Durham, 
Goldsmith,  to  make/  grave,  and  print,  three  dozen 

J  «  That  le!ltet.is  yikctd  m  the  centre  of  the  Cros^  on  a  Peni^ 
of  this  Mint^  which  is  engraven  in  Silver  Coins,  Plate  V,  No  12. 
P  Mdiile'fi  Disieitations' page'4a.    .    .•  'i    '.     .      ..  r 
q  This  is  pr<&l>afail|^  'tii^«^ftna0  pe^n^io^mitotn  ihe§JiQerus^m&i 
granted  by 'Bp.  B(>oth  in  1473.    He  then  I'esided  iji^York.  < 
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of.Trutsells^  and  two  dozeii  of  ^ta^kdavcjp^  £911  |^a> 
t>ies,  and  two  dozen  of  Tmsisells,  .and  ^an&iliofi^n  of 
Standards  for  Halfpennies,  «ajtWn:ihe  City  of  |DmT« 
ham,  under  the  inspection  of  tM^ter  J^hn,  |^f;ly^)^> 
Chancellor  of  Durbami  and  John  Raflqiet,  tb#|  pi^ 
sliop's  Deputies  appointed  4br«  that  .punpo$Qfr4  ^^990 
of  these  Halfpennies  have  yetbeea,iiisooverp45»iilW 
deed  the  only  ones  which  are  known  €if  ihl^f  ^PJSV 
are>of  the  London  Mint.  .      t  j.     ....   ^.^  nu  Juflf 

The  Pennies  of  this  Prelate  are  diBtiingiii;^t|^b)i;^b^4 
the  letter. D,  or  by  pv,  on  the  Obverse.    .  i;,,m  ion  ?.r 

'  Mn  Noble  ascribes  to  him,  those  Cojin^c^  jiyjlji^^ 
have  no  other  designation  than  p  in  tb^^  ^^^Tfksf^ 
the  Reverse;  but  as  on?  of  Bishop. Bootfaft^  ^  t];^ 
letter  so  placed^  and  as- .this  J^elgteV  Peni)iy,,wi,^]> 
Qy^on  the  Obverse  has  it  likewise^  it  should  ^J^ 
thi^t  on  those  Coins  it  stands  for  the  place  of  |V|^tf 
i^  only;  and  consequently  the  Penny  with,,ynft 
qt^r  ebaracterizing  mark  may  J^elong  either, Jfc<) 
jp^oth  or  Dudley,  or  possibly  tp  fbe (Royal  Min^.  .,, 

-(.Another  Penny,.which  Mr. Noble  appropri^tj^s^tp 
t}iis  .Bishop,  has  nq  note  of  distinction^  exc^ept  f^ 
kjr^d  of  Croas  on  e^ch  side  th^  head ;  but  this  c^nq^t 
with  any  certainty  be  attributed  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Mintj  as  the  same  Crosse^s  are  found  upon  a  Qoin 
q^the  London  Mint,  where  no  Prelatical  Money.^as 
ever  struck. 

^^,  The  extraordinary  privilege  of  cutting  Dies,  wliich 
was  jgranted  to  this  See  by  Edward  IV.,  was  spon 
withdrawn;  for  in  the  second  year  of  Richard  HI., 
I4fi4,  an  Order  was  isswed,  by  the  King,  comitfend- 

r  Claus.  Durham.  Dudley.  Rot. A.  Ni>  13,?    Lie:  fadend.  lea 
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ing.  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
at  soon  as  they  should  have  received  from  John  Bishop 
of  Durham  three  Standards,  and  nine  Trusselis,  ali 
broken  (which  had  been  lately  made  for  the  Coinage 
of  Sterlings  within  his  Royal  Liberty  of  Durham), 
they  should  cause  the  same  number  to  be  made  and 
delivered  to  him  '• 

.  This  Bishop  was  John  Sherwood,  who  succeeded 
Dudley  in  the  year  1483.  His  Pennies  have  an  s 
npoa  the  King's  breast  K 

No  Coins  of  this  Mint  are  extant  of  the  early  part 
•f  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VH. ;  but  after  his  l8th 
year,  in  which  the  type  was  altered,  there  are  Pen- 
nies of  the  succeeding  Bishops. 
.  But  though  no  Money  of  Bishop  Sherwood,  who 
filled  this  See  until  the  loth  of  Henry  VII.,  has  yet 
been  found,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  he 
coined  here,  as  an  Indenture  is  still  preserved  in  the 
Chancery  of  Durham,  dated  September  20,  5  Henry 
VII.,  148a,  by  which  he  appointed  George  Stray  11 
q£  Durham,  Goldsmith,  to  occupy  his  Mint  of  Dur- 
ham with  the  Coin  of  Pennies  only,  for  three  years. 
During  which  time  the  said  George  was  to  discharge 
the  Bishop  of  four  Marks  yearly,  to  be  paid  at  Eas- 
ter and  Michaelmas  to  the  Warden  of  the  Tower  of 
London  for  the  time  being,  if  the  said  Coinage  should 
so  long  continue.  The  said  George  to  work  gopd  and 
lawful  Silver,  of  the  same  Allay,  Assay,  and  Weight, 
after,  the  manner  and  custom  of  the  Mint  ia  the 
Tower  of  London.     He  was  also  to  save  the*Bishop 

8  Rymer*s  Foedera,  vol.  XIT.  p.  252.     Ex  Bundel.  infra  Tur-. 
rim  London,  n.  58. 

t  See  Supplement^  Fart  II.>  where  one  of  }us  Coins  is  repre- 
sented boai  Mr.  Southgate*s  Cabinet 


y 
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harmless  against  the  Kiog^  and  all  others  as  ipdlng^ 
the  Silver  wrought,  in  the  Mint  as  for  Silveir  ^kft 
there  to  be  coined.  ~     .   <  . 

For  the  performance  of  these. covenants. the  said 
Gi^rge  and  four  Sureties  were  bpund  in  three  huiir 
dred  Pounds  of  kwfiil  English  Money,  to  be  paid  to 
the  Bishop,  or  his  assigns,  at  the  Feast  of  St.  Martin 
next  coming ".  !      / 

As  Bp.  Sherwood  lived  beyond  the  time  limited 
by  this  Indenture,  it  is  reasonable^  to  suppose  that  it 
was  acted  upon ;  and  therefore  it  has  been  conjee* 
tared  that  a  Penny  with  i.  s.ws^  struck  by  him.  It 
is  engraven  in  Plate  IV.  of  the  Supplement,  N^  5  % 
and  in  the  Explanation  of  the  Plates  it  is  remarked 
that  John  Sherwood  was  Bishop  of  this  See  from 
1485  to  1494;  which  remark  was,  I  presume,  in- 
tended to  appropriate -the  Coin  to  him.  As  his 
death,  however,  happened  nine  ye^rs  before  the  se* 
cond  Coinage  of  Henry  VII.,  1  suspect  the  i  to  be 
an  imperfect  d,  and  that  the  Penny  belongs  to  Bi«> 
shop  Sever,  whose  Money  is  marked  d.  s.  ;  and  has 
also  the  Crosier  placed  in  the  same  manner  on  the 
Reverse.  Mr.  Bartlet  had  in  his  Collection  a  Pe^ny 
exactly  similat*  to  this,  excepting  that  in  the  place 
of  I  it  had  D.  ^ 

1495.  There  is  also  another  Indenture  previous  to 
the  1 8th  of  Henry  Vn.  between  Richard  Fox,  then  Bi* 
shop,  and  William  Richardfeon  of  Durham,  Yeoman; 
by  which  the  Bishop  appointed  the  said  William 
Master  and  Worker  of  his  Money  of  Silver  in.  his 
Palace  of  Durham,  by  himself  or  deputy,  during 

"  Claus.  Chanc.  Durham,  Roll  A.  No  57.  Noble,  Appendix  (K). 
w  Mr.  Bartlefs  MS.  -     . 
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^l^sQfe.  Th(9i^id  Willkm  to  make  the' same  Mb- 
ney  under  the  peril  and  form  following ;  that  U>  the 
number  of  Pennies^  callbd  Sterlings,  in  the  Pc^nd 
Troy,  to  be  four  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  fiiie- 
iiess  eleven  Ounces  two  Petiny^ireights  fine,  andei^h^ 
teien  Pennyweights  bf  allay,  being  the  right  Sl^dard 
6f  the  Money  of  England^  and  according  to  Whtdh 
the  Silver  Money  was  then  made  in  the  Mint  within 
the  Tower  of  London.        . 

'  The  Bishop  granted  to  the  said  William  the  s^me 
Rem^ies  as  were  allowed  by  the  King  in  his  Miat; 
that  is  to  say,  two  Painy weights  iii  the  weight  dff 
every  Pound,  or  two  Pennyweights  in:  th6  Allay, 
abbve  the  Standard  or  under,  or  two  Pennyweights 
in  both.  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Bishoprick  for  the  time 
being,  as  Comptroller  of  the  Mint,:  was  to  have 
power  to  take  of  every  Pound  of  Silver,  so  coihed^ 
<me  Penny,  to  be  put  into  a  bag  by  the  said  Wil- 
liam, and  the  bag  put  into  a  coffer  with  two  loclcs, 
one  key  of  which  to  be  kept  by  the  Comptroller,  arid 
the  other  by  the  said  William. 
;  And  the  said  William  covenanted  that  the  afbre- 
^id  Money  should  be  w^ll'and  perfectly  printed^ 
Coined,  and  fine  fashioned,  with  a  privy  mark  in  the 
print,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bishop,  so  that  it 
might  be  evidently  known  from  other  Money  cotUi- 
terfeited. 

He  also  covenanted  to  save,  defend,  knd'save 
harmless  the  said  Bishop,  against. the  Mercfaist^ts, 
for  all  Money  that  should  be  brought  to  the  Minii  to 
be  coined.  '* 

?or  the  keep^in^  ^f  the  Skbpye  covenants  thW  i^id 


^ftwp^limpdred  Pounds. .\  .  j    ,  t  <*    ,»,. ,,  ..,,,^ 

h,.J^pp€t  Df  Bisbop  FojfJs  jMoiaey  is,  hoMfever,  kupw^^i 

1^,,^  itetq.  prior nto  the  .i8thf.pf.HfiaTf  y  1^-5  ^8V 
Vbicb»  Pepws  pcciir  di^tiqgHwhpd.  by  vH,  p.,qn  .tjjjp 
iK«v^0a^  for  the.Cbiris,tjan.nftni,e  pi^.l;he^i;iliop,  ^^ 
#ip  I  initial  qf:th^.Sw^.  QA,?omf  the  p  t?  pjipep^ 
^;)^fpire  thf/R;  and  on  som^  the  King's  4^^^  j^jp 
surmounted  by  the  Mitre.  »     .  .        j     f  j 

c.c  Bisbap  JFoX.vras  tr?i^§la|:q(3l  ^tp  Wincljfsterj  in 
iJOR^y;  and  wa?  aucc^c^edJ.n  i^§  §ee  >y  Vif illiaip 
iSey^r,  Bishop  of  Cvliri^, ..    ,, «  .  ^  ..  .n* 

;  dis  Pennies  are.disti;igjijflh?fl;l?y  P-  ^u  U^^i^iti^ 
^f .  tb^  See  wA  of  the  Bi§h9p*^,  sprnfam^ ;  tb?x  b^^^ 
also  a  Crosier  behind  the  Throne  on  the  Obverse, 
j^.  aoiother  which,  terqifinfi^s  the  iJipp^r,  liopb  of,  the 

CfCps. on  the  Reverse,  , ,  ;   ,,     ,.,  ,      ^ ,, 

r,  Mr.  Noble  aipprqpTX9i^^.tqJ.h}s  |*re^ate.,a  fej^i^Y 

Vjhfifikh»s  ffo  distiogMJshi^g  W*rK,  ,€^9ept  a  Cfog.v^ 

b«hiB<ji.  .the  Thrope  ■-.    Ppssjijljjr  \t  joa^y,  ^i^ve  ^p 

«fruck,  iu  his  tifne*    ,.   ,,.    ,    ^  .  ,".',, ,,  ,_.  ,   ^  ;.,^^ 

Christopher  Bambri^gei  9/  jp^injbf^dgp^  t||^^  sjjft- 

jc^st^r  qf  Sever,  held  ^his  iSe|8;Ofliyj,one  yeaf,,j^He 

,  lV«&!PD)t  consecriatecl  unt;il  15(?J,»  %.,j^e,See  j^fa^y^- 

<^ptt1ypyear&;andina$o8'he,w^stra^^}aj:e(lt<f,Y^f:^. 

•  ^l^ere  is  .00 l^vifleace  tl^at. the  Mint  v^as  ,wor^^ 

^mg,  tbaf,  short. Pf?rip4,, unless, ft  P^npy  vyithjfl?^ 

initials  D.  B.  on  the  Reverse  should  have  been.striiqk 

^^i' ClaU5.lrfhan6!  DuMhirftoni»!  ?^<i4«;  -Noble,  Aj^eiid*  (j;). 
'  T :)« iA<i/onli%  (tD  Qi]ji}i««Mii  ^iiU  idoli  Adjust  allpi^  hifi%  tinie 
to  have  coined  in  the,  18th  of  Henry  VII.    Richar^^i  .in  his 

'  Dissertations  on  the  Mint,  &c.  of  Duniani,  p,  6X. 


/ 
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.  To  him  succeeded  Thomas  Ruthall,  according  to 
Ridiardson,  in  1509^  the  last  year  of  Henry  VII. 
Godwin  dates  his  consecration  in  1508.^  Whichever 
of  these  is  right,  he  could  hare  held  the  Bishoprick 
but  a  few  months  during  this  reign  (for  Henry  VII. 
died  in  the  month  of  April),  and  consequently  but 
little^  if  any,  of  his  Money  is  to  be  found.  There 
are  Pennies,  however,  with  d.  r.  on  the  Reverse, 
which,  as  they  differ  from  those  usutlly  attributed 
to  Bishop  Fox,  with  r.  d.,  may, possibly  belong  to 
this  Bishop. 

But  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  exercised  the 
regal  privilege  of  Coinage  during  the  next  reign ; 
and  the  Pennies  with  t.  d.  over  the  Arms  on  the 
Reverse  are  supposed  to  have  been  struck  by  him. 

He  was  succeeded,  in  15  23,  by  Cardinal  Vi^olsey, 
whose  Pennies  bear  his  initials  t.  w.,  or  in  some  in- 
stances D.  w. ;  and  are  further  distinguished  by  the 
CardinaVs  Hat,  which  terminates  the  lower  limb,  of 
the  Cross  on  the  Reverse ;  except  in  one  instance, 
where  the  Letters  occur /without  the  Hat.  As  this 
Penny  has  the  same  Mint  Mark,  the  Mullet,  which 
is  upon  those  with  the  Hat,  it  probably  also  belongs 
to  the  Cardinal  ^ 

On  the  1 1th  of  March,  in  the  13th  year  of  Henry 
VIII.,  a  Patent  was  granted  to  him  for  the  delivery 
of  Coining  Irons  (for  Pennies  only)  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply his  Mint  at  Durham  **. 

1523  or  1524.     In  an  Act^  which  was  passed  in 

a  Noble,  page  71. 

b  Harl.  MSS.  660.— 16.  Rev.  George  North's  MS.  There 
must  be  some  mistake  in  this  date^  as  the  11th  of  March,  13th 
Henry  VIIL,  Mis  in  the  year  153?,  before  Wolsey  was  Bishop 
of  this  See. 
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the  14th  and  15th  of  the  same  King,  entitled,  **  An 
Act  concerning  Coiners,  that  shall  coin  and  malte  ' 
any  Money  at  any  Mint  within  this  Realm  of  Eng- 
land/* it  was  specially  enacted,  that  its  provisions 
should  not  in  an}'  wise  be  prejudicial  to  the  Coiners 
and  Mint  Masters  of  Durham,  York,  and  Canter 
bury,  for  any  Money  to  be  coined  there  other  than 
heretofore  had  been  accustomed  ^. 

That  the  Cardinal  coined  considerable  sums  here 
appisars  probable  from  the  conclusion  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  William  Frankelyn,  his  Chanced* 
lor,  in  which  he  says,  '^at  my  last  being  in  London 
I  spake  to  a  fread  to  provyde  me  Silvej"  for  coyning 
at  Duresme ;  and  on  good  fryday  I  received  a-  Fre 
from  hym,  wherby  I  p'ceive  that  I  shall  have  of 
hym  every  yere  1200  li.  of  Silver,  whiche  wilbe  very 
profettable  bothe  to  your  Grace  and  also  to  all  the 
Cuntrie.  I  intend  to  bringe  downe  with  me  from 
London  as  miche  Silver  as  I  can  get,  and  2  or  3 
moo  Coynars;  and  also  we  must  have  many  moo 
coyning  yrons,  for  I  received  but  24  from  Mr. 
Tonyes ;  which  yrons  will  endure  but  a  litell  space, 
if  we  have  plentie  of  Silver  and  Workmen,  as  I  trust 
to  have.*\<i 

On  the  translation  of  Wolsey  to  Winchester,  in 
the  year  1529,  he  was  succeeded  by  Cuthbert  Tun- 
stall,  whose  Coins  are  dtstinguishaWe  by  C.  D.  on  the 

c  statute  14  and  15  Henry  VIII.  chap.  1^,  Rasters  Edition. 

d  Fi*om  the  origina,!  in  the  Cotton  Library.  "Pi'inted^mongst 
Mr.  Allan*s  Miscellaneous  Collections,  relating  to  Sherburn 
Hospital  at  his  private  press  in  Darlington,  1773,  4to. 

Mr.  Noble  quotes  the  same,  from  Fiddes's  Life  of  Wolsey,  p. 
165 ;  and  says  that  Frankelyn,  B.  D.  was  then  Rector  of  Hough? 
ton-le-Spring,  Archdeacon  of  Durham,  and  Temporal  Chancel- 
lor there.    Page  70. 


Rfirerse.'  >  >  But  there  is  one  kind  which  hta  -  no  ap-< 
propriating  sign,  exc^t  the  Mint  Mark,  a  MuUet^ 
which  ds  supposed  ta  give  it  to  this  Bishop,  because 
it  appears  upon  his  other  Coins.  Mr.  Noble  thinka 
that  it  was  probably  struck  j  uat  before  this  See  was 
deprived  of  its  Mmt^  wheny  ^^  to  avoid  that  jealousijr 
wliieh  the  King .  discovered  at  these  Charter  Mints, 
it  might  be  judged  prudent  to  omit  every  episcopal 
and  local  distinction  that  could  give  ofience.*'  * 

With  thid  Bishop* the  privilege  of  Coining  at  Dutr 
ham  ceased,  probably 'for  8ver« 

'  fax  his  time^  that  is,  in  the^year  1534^  a  valuation 
drthe  Bishoprick  was  taken,  one^trdcle  of  which 
vmsthis: 
'The  Scite  of  tthe  Castle  of  Durham,      ^.  s..  d, 
.  •    with  the  Coinage  of  Money  «  *  •  *  8   *6  .'81^ 

V  >Btit  this  account  afibrds  no  means  of  distinguishing 

how  much  ef  the  above  sum  is  to  > be  placed  to  the; 

Scite  of  the  Castle,  nor  how  much  to  the  Cdinbge.  ^  '^ 

Whenever  the  situation  of  this  Mint  is  mentioned^ 

it  is  always  stated  to  be  within  the  Castle.        :.  y\ 

ESSEX.  . 

.^  COLCHESTER.  ,       .r 

If  Colchester  be  Camulodunum,  which  appears  to 
be  highly  probable  liT,  and  if  the  Coins  with  cvnobe- 

«  Dissertations  on  Mint^  &c.  of  Durham^  p.  76, — I  know  not 
where  Mr.  Noble  met  with  any  intimation  of  this  jealousy  . 
resetting  the  Charter  Mints.    Tunst^U  was  Bishop  durin^^£^ 
^'^^"^iSStofe  reign  of  Henry  VIH.,  and  it  js  impossible  to  say  wbai 
his  last  Coin  was, struck.  ». 

,  ^  Lambe's  Battle  of  Floddon,  Appendix  No  1.  p.  108.  'the 
source  from  whence  this  ^lua.tion  w^a^  derived  does  not  appear^ 
nor  the  occasion  of  its  Wog  made.         ,  .  ;. 

ff  '^Camulodunum  is  said  by  Dion .Cassius , [L#b.  IX.  p^^.^BL] 
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LIW9  and  CAMT  belong  lo'CiinobeKne'  knd  Camu^ 
lodunum,  which  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  thetk 
Colchester  may  boast'  of  a  Mint  in  the  Britrsh 
titoes. 

"Camden  speaks  of  a' Coin  struck  here  byOQisdiuit,^ 
inscribed  col.*  camvlodvn  ^ ;  but  no  such  Coin  is 
npw  known  to  exist ;  so  that,  in  oil  probability,  that 
legend  had  its  origin  in  error. 

Dr.  Stukeley  also  possessed  a  Coin  of  Block  Tin 
of 'OAMVLaDVNVM,  which  he  interprets  CoIchcslJGrr '. 
This  has  likewise  vanished  out  of  mortal  ken.      >)  r 

The  earliest  Angio^SaxoniCoin  which  I  have  lAet 
with  from  this  Mint  is  of  the  ^ign  of  Cnut;  thfi 
next  is  of  Edward  the  Confessor;  in  whose  Veigm- 
every  house  in  tbisTo^irnwais  rated  at  six  Pence  an<- 
Aually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  King's  Soldiers  ; 
on  account  of  which  annual  payment  the  whole  GIty 
piid  in  every  year  fifteen  Pounds  five  Shillings  and' 
three  Pence,  of  which  sum  the  Moneyers  paid  four 
BdundsV.  .    «/ 

Harold  II.  likewise  struck  Money  here.  •    r 

Coins  of  William  I.  are  known ;  and  when  Domes- 
day Book  was  compiled,  the  Burgesses  of  Colchester 
and  Maldon  were  rated  at  twenty  Pounds  for  the 


to  be  the  royal  scat  or  resideace  of  King^  Cunobeliiie.  Now' 
more  of  his  Coins  have  been  and  are  daily  found  at  Colchester 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom,  both  in  Gold^  Silver, 
and  Brass."  [Morant*8  Essex,  vol.  I.  p.  13.]  If  to  this  feet  we 
add  the  agreement  in  distance  with  the  Itinerary,  whicli  is  much 
nearer  than  that  of  either  Maldon  or  Walden,  it  will  appear  thaf 
Colchester  is,  with  great  appearance  of  probabiKty,  considered 
ad  the  scite  of  Camulodunum. 

h  Britannia,  Gough*s  Edition,  toI.  II.  p.  44. 

i  Medallick  History  of  Carauslus,  part  I.  p.  69. 
.    ^  Ddmeiday  Book,  vol.  II.  folio  iDe.  b.  : 
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Mint;  but  it  seems  that  the  King  had  remitted  one 
half  of  that  sum  K 

The  proportion  which  was  paid  by  these  two 
places  is  not*  stated  ;  and,  from  Moneta  being  in  the 
singular  number,  it  is  not  clear  whether  Maldon 
paid  for  its  own  Mint  or  for  this  in  Colchester. 

Coins  are  also  known  of 

.William  II.  and 

Henry  I.  Henry  II. 

Two  pieces  of  Silver  are  found  in  Collections^ 
which  are  supposed  to  have  been  struck  here  during 
the  siege  of  this  place  in  the  Grand  Rebellion.  They 
are  both  stamped  with  a  Castle  of  nearly  the  same 
-•form,  and  have  ehgraved  round  it  caroli  fortvna 
RESVRGAM.  They  are  thin  plates  of  Silver,  the  one 
octagonal^  and  the  other  round  ^j  I  know  not  on 
what  authqrity  they  are  given  to  this  place. 

In  the  British  Museum  is  a  piece  of  Gold,  rudely 
cut  into  a  circular  form,  incuse  on  one  side,  stamped 
with  a  Castle  between  the  letters  c.  and  r.  crowned. 
Underneath,  in  two  lines,  obs.  col.  1648.  x*^ 

HORNDON. 

To  this  place,  which  in  Domesday  Book  is  spelled 
Horninduna,  probably  belongs  a  Penny  of  Edward 
the  Confessor,  which  reads  on  the  Reverse  horni- 
DVNj:. 

MALDON. 

Camden  fixes  here  the  British  Camalodunum  ; 
but  it  seems  the  better  opinion  that  Colchester  oc- 
cupies the  Scite  of  th^t  City  ®. 

1  Domesday  Book,  vol.  11.  folio  107.  b. 

m  See  Silver  CJoiiis,  Plate  XXIX.  No«  7  and  8. 

n  See  Supplement,  Part  II.  o  See  Colchester  Mint. 
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The  first  notice  of  any  Mint  in  this  Town  occurs 
upon  a  Penny  of  iEthelred  II. 

Cnut  had  a  Mint  at  this  place. 

Edward  the  Confessor  also  coined  here ;  as  did 

Harold  II. 

From  Domesday  Book  it  appears  that  the  Bur-  ' 
gesses  of  this  place,  conjointly  with  those  of  Col- 
chester,  were  rated  at  twenty 'Pounds  for  the  Mint; 
but  the  entry  is  so  obscurely  worded  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  whether  that  sum  were  paid  for 
the  Mint  in  this  place  or  for  that  in  Colchester  P. 

No  Coins,  however,  have  yet  beeti  discovered  of  a 
later  date  than  the  reign  of  Harold  II.       ^  v    -   //     ^  /  ' 

GLOCESTERSHIRE.^^v/v^^^/^^ 

BERKELEY. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  Edward  III.  Thomas  Lord 
Berkeley  acquired  from  the  King  a  full  confirmation 
of  Berkeley,  &c.  and  likewise  liberty  of  Coinage  *i. 

To  this  account  Rudder,  in  his  History  of  Glo- 
cestershire,  has  made  the  following  addition  —  but 
those  privileges  have  been  long  since  disused,  be- 
cause the  expense  of  passing  accounts  in  the  Exche- 
quer exceeded  the  profits  arising  from  them/.  For 
this  he  gives  no  authority ;  and  I  presume  the  whole 
originated  in  his  own  imagination. 

In  Atkyns*s  History  of  this  County  the  Mint  is 
not  mentioned ;  nor  does  it  any  Where  appear  that 
it  was  ever  worked. 

P  Domesday  Book,  vol.  II.  folio  107.  b. 

q  Cart.  4  E.  III.  n.  62.     Dugdale's  Baronage,  vol.  I.  p.  357- 

r  Page  269. 
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CIElSNCSSTBy. 

Dn  Stukeley  describes  a  Coin  of  Carausius,  pub^ 
lished  by  Genebrier^  with  c  in  the  Exergue,  proba- 
bly signifying,  as  he  says,  corinivm,  our  Cirences- 
ter*. But  in  his  own  History  of  that  Emperor,  the 
same  letter,  upon  the  very  same  Coin,  is  said  to 
stand  for  cataracto^?ivm,  Catteric  K 

Upon  as  frail  a  foundation  stands  a  Mint  which 
Mr.  Rudder  announced  to  belong  to  the  Abbat  here. 
The  Abbat,  says  he,  had  the  privilege  of  Coinage^  I 
have  seen  a  Brass  piece,  something  smaller  than  a 
Copper  Halfpenny^  which  was  found  in  the  year 
177^  in  Mr.  Masters's  garden.  On  one  side  was  a 
Coronetj^  charged  with  thre^  Rams'  Heads  (part  of 
the  Arms  of  the  Abbey),  and  round  it  this  inscri|^ 
tion :  AVE  maria  gracia  plen.  On  the  Reverse  a 
Cross  Flory  between  four  Fleurs  de  Lis,  and '  roui)d 
the  Quarters  the  letter^  6.  a,  g.  a.  for  George  Abbsp. 
From  which  it  appears  that  it  was  coined  between 
the  years  1445  ^nd  \^6ly  during  which  time  Wil- 
|iami  George  was  Abbat  '*. 

Sir  William  At^kyns  doe3  not  notice  this  privilege 
which  Mr.  Rudder  has  given  to  the  Abbat.  I  be- 
lieve the  Coin  be  mentions  is  his  sole  authority;  and 
suspect  that  the  |lams^  Heads  are. three  imperfect 
Pleurs  de  Lis,  and  the  piec^  itself  to  be  not^iii^ 
more  than  a  Nurenxbjerg.  Token,  several  of  which, 

s  Palseographia  Britannica^  No  llll.  p.  21 . 

t  Medalliek  History  of  Caira^diiis,  pan  I,  page  959. 

u  History  of  Gloc^stershire;  p.  S59. 


nearly  resembling  that  above,  may  be  seen  in  Snell- 
ing's  Plates  ^. 


Dr.  Stukeley'  ascribes  a  Coin  of  Carausius  to  the 
Mtttt  in  this  place.  It  reads  on  the  Reverse  leg." 
vii.  CLA. ;  from  which,  and  the  letters  d\  x.  in  the 
area,  lie  proiy)uhces  tha£  it  was  struck  by  the  Decu- 
riones  of  Glopester  on  the  fii^t  of  August,  the  birth- 
day of  their  Founder.  ^  It'  is/ says  he,  a  Colony  Coin; 
they  were  stationed    there, '  Claudiocestria  theipice 

called*.  .      i         ,  1/ 

To^  pass  by  this  Visionl  II  is  probable  that  tW 
pldce^  did  riot  posses^  st'lVfint  until^the  reigri'of 
-^thelstah, ''When,  iii  consequence  or  ^th^  geners^l 
<^btds*yf  ^His^taw  for ^the  It^guldtibr^^^  \he  Mmtl, 

'otte' Was' op'eneia  here V^^t^l^as^^^^  earliest  Cdin 
'hoyt  llhown,  whldh  tiearsthe  natn4  of  {his  C\iy,  was 
sifuck  in  njs  reign. 

«    Th^  are  ilso  CoWof ' '  "  '     "  "'"'   ""      '    ' 

ta^af  '  ;  '*''''^  ■^'riaVtUaWt/"  '';;"/ 
^Aiil'eard  th4  IVlaAyi^,  *'  *'  Edwai-d  ^he  CbnfeMdrj. 
"JEthelreil  II.  -   ''   '"''     '^tfrf^ ''''""  "    '^^^ 

c^iit;^-   ■•-■•'"•<""•''•  "Warn If.'*   "  ^'  "^^ 


Coins  of  t^at  Monarbli'^till'  exist;  'afe  do  also  those 
^of     "    WiTlianj  II.'*'   '  :  "  '''  Steiiheh,  and  '  "  "*' 
"*•■        --Hehr^'l.'^'-  '■""■*'*    -""'iteniy  in'     ''"'"^ 
•^  ^  Rudder  says^thAt  Klfi^  Jdiib  'gf'*nt§d'a  B^Iiiit  hei4, 
but  thitt  it  seeihed'lbWnb'rtiW'than'thfedtinfirma- 
tion  of  a  more  at|^ient:^rant*.^    .,«?»,     ,  .  , 

w  View pf the^X>r%iOi ^c,>pf.<fcllpft^  t,,  H  .. 
*  Medallick  History  of  Cj^ra^sius,  pari  I.  p*  176. 
y  Volume  I.  folio  162.       z  History  of  Glocestershire,  p.  90. 
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This  Mint  appears  to  have  ceased  after  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.,  for  no  Coins  of  any  succeeding  King 
have  been  discovered. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  durinj^  his  fifth,  sixths 
and  ninth  years,  the  Mint  was  near  Trinity  Church  ^ 

HAMPSHIRE. 

SOUTH  AMl^TON. 

Dr.  Stukeley  gives  a  Coin  of  Carausiiis,  which 
bears  in  the  Exergue  of  the  Reverse  cla  ;  that  is, 
according  to  his  interpretation,  clavsentvm,  South- 
ampton ^. 

In  the  Anglo-Saxon  times  the  two  Towns  which 
are  now  known  by  the  names  of  Northampton  and 
Southampton  were  generally  called  Hamtune,  with- 
out the  distinguishing  prefix.  But  the  former  place 
was,  from  its  inland  situation,  of  but  little  import- 
ance when  cbmpared  with  the  maritime  consequence 
of  I  the  latter.  To  that  Town,  therefore,  f  have  no 
hesitation  in  ascribing  those  Anglo-Saxon  and  early 
Norman  Coins  which  bear  .Hamtune  on  the  Re- 
verse; and  shall  likewise  assume  that  it  was  in- 
tended in  jEthelstan*s  Law,  which  was  promulgated 
about  the  year  928,  for  the  Regulation  of  his  Mints. 
In  that  Law  Hamtune  was  allowed  two  Moneyers. 

No  Coins,  however,  of  that  Monarch  have  yet 
been  discovered  which  can  be  supposed  to  have  is- 
sued from  this  Mint 

A  Penny  of  Eadmund  I.  reads  amtd.  Quaere, 
whether  it  be  not  blundered,  and  whether  this  place 
were. not  intended? 

a  History  of  Glocestershire>  p.  90,  note  *.      • 
b  Meidallick  History  of  Carausius^  part  I.  p.  253.     But  see 
Glbcester  Mint. 
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Eadwig  comecl  here ;  as  did  also         -    ' 
Ead^r^  Cnut,' 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,       Edward  the  Confessor,  and 
^thelredlL  Harold  II. 

When  Domesday  Book  was  compiled,  the  two 
Counties,  which  had  before  been  frequently  called 
by  the  common  appellation  of  Hamtun-scyre,  were 
distinguished  into  Hamtescire  and  Northamtscire^; 
and  Southampton  was  written  Hamtune,  and  North- 
ampton Northamtone^. 

No  notice  occurs  in  that  Record  of  a  Mint  i\^ 
either  of  those  Counties  or  Towns. 

It  is  observable,  that,  notwithstanding/ the  adop- 
tion of  this  mode  of  distinguishing  the  two  Counti^ 
by  the  Compilers  of  Domesday  Book,  yet  the  Coins^ 
of  William  I.  i:ead  hamtvne  only  as  Soutl;iampto^ 
is  written  in  that  Survey. 

William  IL  had  a  Mint  here;  as  had  also  Henry  i, 
and  Stephen. 

A  Writ  of  the  ninth  of  John  is  the  earliest  Record* 
relating  to  the  Mints,  in  which,  as  far  as  I  have  disr 
covered,  the  distinction  of  Northaniipton  from  Southr, 
ampton  occurs.  It  is  there  written  Norbt;  andias. 
Norwich  also  is  in  the  Writ,  there  can  be  no  doub^ 
what  Town  is  intended  «.  { 

c  It  appears^  however,  from  Bede,  that  Hampshire  was  some- 
times called^  by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  Suthamteschire.  And  Cam- 
den says,  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  name  of  Northamptonshire  was 
Nojijjapenbon-fcype. 

d  Lambarde  says  the  Anglo-Saxons  called  the  latter  [dace 
Nop]>aj:enbune.  See  his  Topographical  Dictionary.  The  dis- 
tinctions mentioned  m  the  text  do  not  occur  on  any  Coins  of 
that  time  which  I  have  s&ia,  , 

e  See  this  Writ  at  length  ia  thQ  amount  of  Carlisle  Mint. 

s  2 
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On  the  Coins  'of  Henry  IIL  the  Southampton 
Mint  'does  not  appear,  but  that  of  Northampton  is 
frequent. ' 

*         '  WINCHESTER. 

''  THis  City  must  have  been  of  considerable  import- 
ance  in  the  reign  of  -ffithelstan,  as  that  Monarch 
Established  here  six  Moneyers*",  only  two  in  num- 
'ber  les3  than  the  complement  which  was  allowed  to 
'London. 

Coins  of  that  Monarch  remain  to  this  time;  as 
3o  also  those  of 
Eadgar,         '  Cnut, 

TS^adweard  tlie  Martyr,     Edward  the  Confessor,  and 
•iaSthelreail.  Harold  II. 

'Domesday  Book  does  not  notice  this  Mint,  al- 
though Coins  are  known  of  William  I. 
'  There  was  a  Mint  here  in  the  reign  of  William 
'11.  also,*  as  appears  froni  his  Money. 

**  In  1102,  2  Henry  I,,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
centre  of  this  City,  which  destroyed  the  Royal 
Palace,  the  Mint,  &c.  and  a  great  proportion  of 
the  inhabitants*  houses  5.  The  Mint  was  soon 
riestored,  as  this  City,  from  the  earliest  times,  had 
'been  the  chief,  and  now,  on  a  particular  occasion, 
1125,  became  the  only  place  for  coining  Money. 

.  ^  The  Historian  of  Winchester  renders  the  word  ODynetepaj- 
Mints^  and  considers  this  as  a  privilege  to  coin  six  different  sorts 
of  Money.  But  even  allowing  his  translation  to  be  correct,  I 
should  imagine  that  a  number  of  IVfints  does  not  imply  so  many 
different  sorts  of  Money,  but  the  privilege  of  Coining  so  much 
as  six  Mints  could  strike.  See  the  History  of  Winchester, 
vol.  I.  pi  148.  ^  '     ^.     ' 

g  " Annales Wint.  ad  dict.ann.    Trussel,  whose  Chronology 
is  exceedingly  faulty,  places  this  disaster  in  111^." 


The  fact  is,  the  cuH-^nt  Sp^eW  thfe  King^oiti  ^was 
so  much  debasedy  in  consec^uencq  of  th«  greSt  'iitiiti- 
ber  of  Mints  estabHshed  in  different  Citv^^'^be 
Masters  of  which  seemed^to  contend  with  each  other 
who  should  enrich  themselves  the  mn^st  at  {the 
expense  of  the  publick*',  that  it  would  jpgss  neither 
in  foreign  markets  nor  even  in  qur'own.  'TheiKing, 
by  the  advice  of  his  Chief  Minister^  the  cejfebrate^ 
Roger  Bishop  of  Sarum,  was  determined  to.r^me^ 
this  evil.  With  this  view  he  gj^iye  orcjers  to  all  the 
Coiners  throughout  England  to  repair  to  ,Winche^- 
ter^  against  Christmas  d^y  in  the  same  year^  viz. 
1125*.  Here,  l^ing  separately ^  ^xafldjned,  Xh^ 
were  all  found  guilty  of  the  frauds  impijite(l  to  th^m, 
except  three  persons  of  that  prof^ssiop  in[  thiSjCJity  ^^ 
and  accordingly  underwent  the  severe  pufii^hmeiit 
of  m^tilation^  and  the  loss  of  tb^ir  right  ha«ds^ 
To  the  above-mentioned  Artisjts  of  Winchester  was 
therefore  committed  the  jcharg^,  ,of'niak^i^g^  new 
Coinage,  to  supply  the  whole  fejngdpn^"*,  all  the 
base  Money  being  cried  down  and  c^  to  pieces/'  |^ 
Coins  are  known  >|irhich  were  ^struck  iri  this  Mint 
by  Henry  I.,  but  they  are  extreijaely ^scarce  (as  are 
indeed  all  his  Coins),  which  coqld  hardly  haye  been 

h  /This  competition  in  villainy  is  a  poetical  addition>  by  the 
Historian  of  this  City,  to  the  Sax.on  Chronicle,  under  tl^e  year 
J 125.  i  "  Chrpn.  Sax.  ad  an.  1 125;* 

k  "  Annal.  Wint."  1  ''Chron.  Sax." 

^  ''Will.  Malm.*'  Mr.  Milner  appears  to  have  taken  the 
whole  of  this  transaction  much  too  literally  f  and  would  find  it 
difHcult  to  prove  that  all  the  Coinage,  at  this  time,  proceeded 
from  the  three  individuals  above-mentioned.  I  cannpt  find  the 
passage  referred  to  by  him  in  William  of  Malmsbury, 

n  History  of  Winchester,  vol.  I.  p.  ^02. 
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the  oise  had  this  Re-ooinage  beeiuas  general  as  it  is 
here  represeoted. 

From  a  MS  Surrey  of  Winchester  taken  in  the 
reign  df  Henry  I.  it  appears  that  6ve  Mints  in  this 
City  were  put  down  by  the  Ring's  order ;  and  that 
the  Monks  of  St.  Swithin  held  of  Godwin  Socch^ 
Master  of  the  Mint,  one  house,  for  which  they  paid 
thirty-^seven  Shillings,  praeter  consuetudinem  —  fa- 
ciuot  consuetudinem  &  reddunt  2J  Sol.  ^ 

Stephen  coined  here. 

1180.  In  the  27th  year  of  Henry  H.,  the  Ring 
haying  ordered  a  new  Coinage  to  be  made  (which 
was  accordingly  issued  throughout  the  realm  id 
li:8l)  P,  whilst  the  workmen  of  the  Mint  here  were 
employed  in  fabricating  the  Coin,  a  fire  broke  out, 
which  consumed  the  Mint,  and  the  greater  and  more 
valuable  part  of  the  City  h«  This  was  probably  the 
part  to  the  South  of  the  High  Street,  where  the 
Mint,  Guildhall,  and  other  publick  offices  stood  ^ 
His  Coins  still  remain. 

1189.  Richard  I.,  in  his  first  year,  granted  to 
the  Citizens  of  this  place,  belonging  to  the  Mer- 
chants' Gild,  that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to 
plead  without  the  Walls  of  their  City,  except  in 
Pleas  of  foreign  Tenures ;  the  Money ers^  and  the 
Ring^s  own  Oflicers,  excepted  *. 

^  British  Topography,  vol.  I.  p.  388,  389.  There  is  an  evi« 
dent  mistake  in  the  sura,  which  is  given  as  above. 

P  Mat.  Paris,  an.  1181,  quoted  by  Milnen  The  Historian 
says  merely,  Nova  Moneta  in  Anglia  facta  est. 

q  Annal.  Winton.  ann.  1180. 

'  History  of  Winchester,  vol.  I.  p.  322.   . 

*  See  the  Charter  in  the  Appendix  to  the  History  of  Winches- 
ter, vol.  II,  p,  202. 
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I208.      In  the  ninth  year  of  John,  ihe  King  ^f^^^ 
granted  to  them  and  their  heirs  that  there  should  be  ^^^^^^ 
a  Moneyer  and  an  Exchange,  with  all  the  privileges  ^^  fi    \u. 
belonging  to  them,  in  this  City  for  ever.     At  the^^^^^^^^^  f^ 
same  time  he  confirmed  to  them  the  above-recited^^^^ui;;  p^^ 
privilege  which  they  had  received  from  Richard  l.^^^^^^^*^/ 


f^fCtC^ 


In  the  same  year  the  Officers  of  this  Mint,  ^*^!C^  «fc#w>^ 
well  as  those  of  several  others,  wer^  ordered  to  st--)h^u^  f/^^ 
tend  the  King  at  Westminster,  there  to  receive  his  ^^^*«/*^*-' 

commanas   .      ^  a^^,^  o^ft^  A^.  u^n^.  .^^h-^u^^  ik»/«;kJW  ^ 

1248.     Henry  III.    "also  continued  the  Mint jww*^^^.i<»^i 
here.      Hence  the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  *^^ik^^^^» 
being  clipped  to  almost  half  its  size"^,  he  caused  a'^^^  #i]Lfe.' 
new  Coinage  to  be  executed  here,  commanding^  tH^ ftM^J^e^tJUt^. 
the  former  Coin  to  be  cried  down,  or  only  taken  in^^^*^  ^"^ 
exchange  for  the  new,  according  to  its  weight.  This '^'^*'''^^'*'''*''*^ 
mconveniency,   though  unavoidable,  caused   niuchA^,^K^^./i^ 


murmuring:,  and  some  distress."  ^  ^^/y****-^  ^^  ^Ue^e^^^^^M.^^^ 
In  the  year  precedmg  this,  the  Citizens  gave  lxj,^^^^^  -- 
that  the  Drapery  might  be  removed  from  the  Mint<^«^»  '' 
into  the  High  Street  ^     ^f^  "S*^^^  ^1^^  ^''*  ^^^%"^ 


There  are  Coins  still  remainmg  which  were  strucK^ 


by  Henry  III.  in  this  City.  ^ 

In  1249  Peter  Delveday,  who'  had  been  chosen 
Assayer,  in  the  Mint  here,  by  the  Mayor  and  Citi- 
zens, was  admitted  to  that  office  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  having  first  taken  the  oath  *. 

'  Charter  ubi  supra,  p.  203. 

"  See  the  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint. 

w  '' Mat.  Paris,  ann.  1247  andl248." 

X  '^Annal.  Wint.  1248." 

y  "  Mat.  Paris."  Milner*s  History  bf  Winchester,  vol.  I.  p.  260. 

z  Mag.  Rot.  31  H.  IJI.  Rot.  4.  b.  m.  1.  Madox's  History  of 
Exchequer,  vol.  I,  p.  509. 

a  Memor.  33  H.  HI,  Rot.  1  b.  Madox's  History  of  Exchequer, 
vol.  11.  p.  89. 
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"Mr.  Milner  t  supposes  that  tlic  alteration  i or  the 
form  of  the  Coins  which  took  place  in  the  year 
1^79  ivas  edited  prinoipally  in  thii)  Mint.  But  the 
Author  to  whom  he  refers  does  not  justify  that  sup- 
position^; and  Leake  says  the  Coins  were  made 
only  in  the  Exchange  at  London,  near  St.'  Paul's^ 
still  called  the  Old  Change  <^.  But  in  this  theve 
must  be  some  mistake,  as  an  Exchange  was  not  a 
place  where  Money  was  coined.  The  Money,  or 
the  greater  pai*tf  of  it,  wafi  most  probably  struck  in 
the  Tower*  ' 

Indeed  Henry  HI.  may  be  considered  as  the  last 
Monarch  who  coined  here,  as  no  Money  has  been 
discovered  of  Wter  reigns. 

In  1311,  thfe  18th  year  of  Edward  II.,  the  sum  of 
sixty'  Shillings,  which,  it  appears  above,  the  Men  of 
Winchester  were  to  give,  in  the  31st  year  of  Henry 
III.^  that  the  Drapery  should  be  removed  from  the 
Mint  to  the  great  Street  where  it  used  to  be,  re- 
mained unpaid  ^.  As  it  did  also  in  the  )2th  year  of 
Edward  IV.« 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 

HEBBFORP    ROYAL    MINT. 

This  dDP^s^rs  to  have  been  one  of  those  Mlints 
which  were> established  by  jS!lthelstan,  as  his  Coins 

\ 

b  Mat.  Westminster,  sub  anno,  (quoted  by  Milner,  ^istory  of 
Winchester,  vol.  1.  p.  269. 

c  History  of  English  Money,  p.  82.  He  refers  to  Strype*s 
Edition  of  Stow*s  Survey  of  London,  p.  83.  ,Qu.  what  ivas  Stow*8 
authority? 

d  Mag.  Rot.  18  £.11.  tit.Suthamton.  m.i.a.  ^adpx,  Firma 
Burgi,  p.  19. 

e  Mag.  Rot.  12  £.  IV.  tit.  Suthamt.  ih.  1  and  2.  a.  Furua 
Burgi,  p.  19. 
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are  tJie  earliest  which' ate  known  to' have  k^eeti  stMck 
here.  '     '  ■    '*  •   •  ^  ''     '■'■- 

Eadwig  and  HarthacTiut^had'^ikewicle  a  Mint  m 
this  City.  .  .'    .  -  .     i  ' 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Conftssor  there  were; 
seven  Moneyers  here,  one  of  which' wa^  the  Bishop's. 
When  the  Monfey  was  'made'  anfeiv,  each  df  them 
pai4  eighteen  SbiUin^s  for^he  Dies  -to  be  received  §, 
and  withm  one  ^  month  afterward^  each  of  thfem  gaVc^ 
to  the  King  twenty  Shi lHi>gs^  When  the  King 
came  to  the  City  these  Moneyers  made  him  as  muob 
Money  as  he  woald ;  th^t  is,  of  d>e  'Kfthg's  Sii^n 
And  these  seven  had  their  SaciawdSocn^'   ?'  •»•  m  {/ 

Whenever  any  one  of  thie'K.i«ig*»s>MotieJ?«irs»^iedPy 
the  King  had  tVventy  Shillings/ fdria  Relief.'  Bm  if 
h^  dfed  withotit' devising  fcris»piKDperty,  the- King 
took*  ^th^"  whole.  -7 

'  ^^If  the^Eari  went  intb'WaW  with  the  Army,  thes^ 
men  Went  ^H^ith  him:  Andwho'evenof  tbem^  beid^ 
ton^raanded,  di<|  rtotgo,  forfeited  td  the  King'  forty 
ShiUingsS.  '  ,  >'    ;  :i 

Harold  II.  also  cpiaed  here.;  v   :   *  , 

Although  the  state  of  this  Mint  in  the  time  of' 
William  I.  is  not  meriti6ned'm  "Domesday  Book, 
yet  Coins  are  known  to  have*  been  striict  b^e  m  his 
reign ;  and  also  in  the  reigns 'of  Henry  I.,  Stephen, 

I  The  words  of  Domesday  are>  Quan^p,inoneta  renouat'  dab^^ 
quisq;  eor  xviii  solid*  pro  cuneis  ^^ecipiendis.  7  ex  eo  die  quo 
r€(jtibant  t^q;  ad  ^^l^  n^sme*  dsfiaJ^  quisq;  eprum  regi  xx  solid. 
That  part  which  is  in  Italicks  I  cannot  explain.  The  double  pay- 
ment occurs  in  the  Mint  of  §hrew§bury,  ^yhere  the  second  sum 
is  likewise  twenty  Shillings.;  the  first  sum  is  not  stated.  See  ac- 
count; of  Shrewsbury  Mint.   ,    ,  *      i     . 

S  Domesday  Book^  vol,  I.  folio  179. 


/ 
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Heniy  IL,  and  Henry  IIL,  in  whose  33d  year  a 
Writ  was  issued  for  the  election  of  ceMain  Officers 
for  this  Mint,  in  like  manner  as  for  Wallingford, 
and  for  other  places  \ 

HEREFORD    EPISCOPAL    MINT. 

The  Bishop's  Moneyer,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Confessor,  was  under  precisely  the  same  regula- 
tions as  those  were  who  belonged  to  the  Royal  Mint. 

In  stating  the  possessions  of  the  Church  of  Here- 
ford, it  is  said,  in  Domesday  Book,  that  in  Hereford 
Port  Bishop  Walter '  had,  in  the  Confessor's  reign, 
certain  lands,  &c. ;  and  that  he  had  also  one  Mo- 
neyer.  And  that  when  Bishop  Robert  J  succeeded, 
be  found  the  City  so  impoverished  that  of  one  hun- 
dred houses  which  Bishop  Walter  had,  only  sixty 
remained;  and  that  the  rent  of  them  was  then 
decreased,  from  ninety-four  Shillings  to  forty-three 
Shillings  and  three  Pence;  but  at  the  time  of 
making  that  Survey  the  rent  had  risen  again  to  fifty 
Shillings  K 

As  in  this  account  the  Mint  is  not  noticed,  it  is 
probable  that,  for  some  reason  now  unknown,  the 
Bishop  had  lost  the  privilege  of  coining. 

LEOMINSTER. 

A  Penny  of  William  H.,  which  reads  leof  on  the 
Reverse,  for  the  name  of  the  Mint,  is  supposed  to 

h  See  this  Writ  at  length  ia  the  account  of  Wallmgford  Mint. 
*  According  to  Godmn^  Bishop  Walter  was  consecrated  in 

1060. 

j  Robert  Losinga  was  consecrated  in  1079,  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember ;  that  is,  in  the  14th  year  of  William  I. 

H  Domesday  Book,  vol.  I.  folio  181  b. 
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have  been  struck  here,  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  «i)aine  of 
this  place  was  Leopmynj* t:ep. 

HERTFORDSHIRE. 

ST.    AI-BAn's. 

There  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt  but  that  those 
Coins  which  bear  the  letters  ver  and  verlamio 
wefl*e  struck  in  this  place  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  so 
easy  to  decide  by  what  Monarch  they  were  coined. 

A  comparison  of  them,  however,  with  the  Coins 
of  Cunobeline,  within  whose-  dominions  Verulam 
was  included,  will  warrant  the  conjecture  that  they 
are  probably  of  his  time. 

KBRTFORD. 

A  Penny  of  King  Eadweard  the  Martyr  first  an-? 
nounces  the  existence  of  a  Mint  here. 

Another  of  iEthelred  H,    reads   HEkFORD ;    by 
which,  I  presume,  this  place  is  intended ;    whilst 
those  Coins  with  an  e  after  the  first  k  aiie  of  the 
Hereford  Mint. 
The  following  Monarchy  also  coined  here  : 
Cnut, ,  William  I.  and 

Edward  the  Confessor,        William  H. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

HUIfTINGDON. 

1  am  unable  to  ascertain  the  particular  Coins  to 
which  the  following  passage  in  Leland's  Collectanea 
refers : 

'^  Venandunum,  vulgo  Huntingdune. 
Habent  et  oppidani  in   sigillo  publico  venatorem 
cum  suis  armis.     Habent  numisma  vetustissimum. 


S88     PLACES  OF  MlNf S  AND  EXCHANGES 

iK)ri'pto<iuI  ab  ojpp:  erutum,  cum  imagine  catiis  le- 
porarii,  sed  Jnscriptio  prae  vetustate  obliterata  est."' 

The  earliest  Coin  known  to  be  struck  here  is  one 
of  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate  Eadwig. 

^thelred  II.  had  a  Mint  in  this  place ;  as  had  also 

Cnut,  and 
Harthachut. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  this  Burgh 
was  rated  to  the  King's  Tax,  as  the  fourth  part  of 
Hyrstingestan  Hundred,  for  fifty  Hides  ;  but  when 
Domesday  Book  was  compiled  it  was  not  so  taxed 
in  that  Hundred,  after  King  WiUiam  I.  had  imposed 
a  Tax  of  the  Mint  upon  the  Burgh. 

There  were  here  three  Money ers,  who  paid  forty 
l^hiUings  (between  the  King  aiid  the  Earl  [Eu^taoe] ; 
bpt.  Yfben  that  Survey  was  taken  they  were  not 
here™.  ?        .        ■  .ij' 

The  Mint  which  was  in  this  place,  during  the 
Cpi^fe$sor's.  reign  continued  to  be  worked  in  the 
time  of  Itaijold  U. 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  what  is  meant  above 
by!  the.  Moneyeranot  being  in  this  Burgh  when 
Domesday  Book  i^as^  oompiled,  for  Coins  of  this 
Mint  exists  to  this  day,  both  of  William  I.  and  also 
of  his* son  William  II.  Can  it  be  that  this  Burgh 
had,  previously  to  1086,  lost  the  privilege  of  coin- 
ing, and  that., it  was  afterwards  restored  by  Wil- 
liam I.? 

From  this  period  I  have  not  met  with  the  name 
of  this  place  on  any  Coins,  unless  Mr.  North  be 
correct  in  a  legend  which  be  has  given  in  one  of  his 
manuscripts.     It  reads  fvlre  on  hvnd  ;  but  I  am 


i: 


y  Vol.  IV.  p.  14.  iR  Domesday:  Book,  vol*  1.  fplio.^aos. 
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iaclined  to  suspect  some  mistake,  as  in  his  first  Pla)^ 
of  Coios  of  Henry  III.  he  has  engraven  one  as  her 
longing  to  this  place,  which  is,  in  fact,  of  the  Ro- 
chester Mint ;  thq  four  le.t;tier§  ^vnt,  which  he  has 
placed  beneath  the  Penny  ay/ signify ipg  the  :pla«^  of 
Mintage,  being  the  first  four  letters  of  the  Moneyer's 
name,  and  the  whole  legead>  ^hen  properly  read, 
being  iji  hvntrei  .  on  .  ro  ."^  .  . 

•  It  is  most  probable  th^t  this  pla|ce,i|i^ver  recovered 
the  privilege  of  coining  afcer  the  generalllesumpitioil 
in  the  first  year  of  King  Henry  II. 

KENT. 

CANTERBURY    ROYAL    MINT*  '     • 

It  is  probable  that  this  Mint  was  worked  at  a  Ver^ 
early  period,  is  the  Coins  of  the  Kitfgdbm  ^"Ketit 
aflTord  the  first  specimens  of  Anglo-Saxon  Coinage. 
None  of  them  can,  however,  bewitfa  celi'l&inty'ap- 
pi^opriated  to  this  Mint  until  the  reign  of  Beldred  <*, 
who  ascended  the  throne  about  thd  begitinlng  of  th6 
ninth  century. 

•After  his  time  there  is  no  evidence  that' the  Mint 

was  worked  until  the  reign  of  Ethelvulf  *,  theisdcond 

.      ,  '  ■       •  •    .    *     .        '    .    ^  i' 

.  n  The  Plate  referred  to  is  the  first  of  two  wkich  Mr.  North 
prepared  for  the  illustration  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Coins  of  Heniy 
III.,  which  he  had  long  designed,  but  never  carried  into  execu- 
tion. Those  Plates  are  now,  by  the  kindness  of  roy  much- 
i^pected  and  lamented  friend  Mr.  Gough,  in  my  possession. 

A  Penny  of  Henry  III.  in  the  Britisl^  Uus^um  reads  fvi,k<  on 
jLVND.  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  North  wrote  from  an  imperfect 
specimen  of  thw  Coin. 

»  His  Cdin  has  in  the  centre  dovr  cits.  See  Plate  IH.  of 
Anglo-Saxon  Coins.       •  j  '     .' 

P  Unless  the  monogram  on  the  Reverse  of  No  S  and  3  of  Ecg*- 
beorht's  Pennies  be  intended  fytDOROB  c. 
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of  those  Kings  who  are  usually  but  incorrectly  called 
Sole  Monarchs  of  England.  He  received  the  King- 
dom of  Kent  from  his  father  Egbert  *J. 

Aelfred  also  coined  here ;  and  in  his  Coin  the 
name  of  the  City  is  singularly  placed  on  the  Obverse 
with  that  of  the  King '. 

in  the  reign  of -^thelstan  there  were  no  less  than 
seven  ^  Moneyers  employed  in  this  City  (a  greater 
number  than  was  allowed  in  any  other  place,  except 
London)  ;  four  of  whom  belonged  to  the  King,  two 
to  the  Archbishop,  and  one  to  the  Abbat  [of  St. 
Augustine]  \  Coins  of  this  Monarch  still  remain ; 
as  do  those  of 

Eadgar,  Cnut, 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,  Edward  the  Confessor^  and 
JBthelred  IL  Harold  H. 

In  Domesday  Book  this  Mint  is  not  noticed ;  but 
Coins  aj-e  known  of 

William  I.  Stephen, 

William  H.  and 

Henry  I.  Henry  H. 

1199.  In  the  first  year  of  King  John  there  was 
a  Grant  of  three  Dies  and  three  Moneyers  in  this 
City-. 

n  See  Plate  XIV.  of  Anglo-Saxon  Coins,  No  4,  and  Plate  XV: 
No  5. 

r  See  Anglo-Saxon  Coins,  Plate  XV.  No  10.  This  circum- 
stance occurs,  as  I  believe,  only  on  this  Coin  and  on  that  struck 
at  Oxford  by  the  same  Monarch,  Plate  XVI.  No  14. 

s  Bi'oniton  makes  these  Moneyers  eight,  by  giving  three  to 
the  Archbishop,  col.  843. 

^  Leges  Anglo-Saxonicae,  p.  59. 

^  Hasted's  History  of  Kent,  vol.  IV.  p.  431,  quoting  Cart.  1 
John,  p.  1,  m.  6,  n.  46,  in  these  words :  pro  in  Cuneo  &  tribus 
Monctariis  habendis  in  Civitate  Cantuar.    Tliis  must,  I  presume. 
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1208.  In  the  ninth  year  of  the  same  Ring,  the 
Moneyers,  &c.  of  this  Mint,  together  with  those 
of  several  other  places,  were  ordered  to  appear  be*- 
fore  the  King  at  Westminster,  there  to  receive  his 
commands^. 

1229.  King  Henry  III.,  in  his  isth  year,  com- 
mitted to  Richard  Reinger  the  Cambium  of  London 

-    and  Canterbury  ^. 

1230.  In  the  following  year  he  granted  to  Wil- 
liam his  Taylor  the  custody  of  the  Money  Die  of 
this  Mint,  which  had  been  in  the  keeping  of  Simon 
Chich  deceased,  and  which,  upon  the  death  of  the 
said  Simon,  was  committed  to  the  said  William^ 
during  the  King's  pleasure^. 

On  the  Monday  immediately  following  the  Feast 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  in  the  year  1 23  8y  Thomas 
Mareschal  and  five  others.  Burgesses  of  this  City, 
came  to  the  Exchequer,  and  presented  there,  on  the 
part  of  the  City,  Lambine  Dravet,  elected  by  the 
oath  of  twelve  men,  as  a  fit  person  to  have  the 
keepirig^of  the  King's  Die  in  Canterbury;  which  of- 
fice Adam  Mercer  had  held  by  the  King's  Writ. 
The  said  Lambine  was  accepted  and  sworn;  and 
the  Keeper  of  the  Cambium  was  commanded  to 
receive  himy. 

1245.  In  the  29th  year  of  Henry  III.,  William 
Hardell,  as  Warden  of  this  Mint  as  well  as  of  that" 

mean  for  the  Royal  Mint>  as  the  Archbishop  had  only  two 
Moneyers. 

"  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint.     . 

w  See  thb  fully  staled  in  the  account  of  the  London  Mint^ 
under  that  year.  *     *  Pat.  14"  H.  III.  ra.  3.  pt.  2. 

y  Memor.  22  H.  III.  Rot.  10.  b,  Madox*8  History  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, vol.  II.  p.  87. 


in  London,  rendered  ap  Acoouot  of  the  Issues  of 
tbe .  f  arnbiuca  of  CantBrbury,  for  eight  years  six 
weeks  and  throe  days  past,  from  the  FeasI  of  ,St. 
Peter  in  Cathedra  in  tl^e  92d  year  to  the  eighth  day 
of  April  in  the  30th  year  *. 

..,  Jn  the  first  of   those    years  he  accounted  for 
CCLXXVi//.  vj«.  jd'  of  (b^  i^^^  belonging  to  the 
King  (exclusive  of  the  Archbishop's  portion)^  arising 
.  ffotn  e^ht  Dies^  out  of  which  th^  Archbishop  re- 
ceived the' issues  of  three  Dies.     In  the  second  year 

XX 

he  accounted  ibr  ceiifj  andiij/i.  xvj^.  besides  the 
Archbishop's  portion.  And  in  the  third  year  %r 
cCCLjlL  xv^J  vijif.^  the  Archbishop's  share  being 
deducted }  and  also  th^t  of  the  Cu^todes  of  ttie 
Archbishoprick,  who  were  bound  to  answer  for  the 
'  issues  during  the  vKcafiey  of  the  Arehbishopriet: ». 
*  1347.  '  Before  the  alteratiim  *of  the  Coins  ttJok 
plaiceyi  Stamps  were  ordered  to  be  engraven  of  a  iiew 
incision^  or  cut^  and  to  be  sent  to  this  Mint^  and  to 
other  places^.  :   «  * 

U4t».  In  the  next  year  the  Bailiffs  of  this  Cily 
presented  before  the  Barons  of  the  Ejccfaeqttir  Geof- 
frey Rikeward,  whom,  by  the  King's  command, 
they 'had  elected  Assaycr  in  this  Mint.  Accordingly 
he  was  adinitted  to  the  office,  after  having  taken  the 
oath^. 

In  1256  the  custody  of  dne  of  the  King's  Dies  in 


/.    i 


2  So  it  stands  in  Madox>  copy  of  the  Record  5  but  how  caa 
that  be'  reconciled  with  the  date  of  the  29th  year  ? 

a  Mag.  Rot.  29  H.  III.  Rot,  ult.  a.  m.  1  and  «.  Madox, 
Hist.  Exch.  vol.  II.  p.  134. 

D  Simon*s  Irish  Coins,  page  13. 

«  Trin.  Commun.  32  H.  III.  Rot.  8.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch. 
vol.  II.  page  88. 


J 


this  Mint  iraft  granted  to  John  Tefri  for  Hfe^^^iitfth 
all  profits,  &c. ;  for  wfarich  he  was  to  pay  onb  hmi<^ 
dred  Shillings  annually  into  ibt  Exchequer. 

The  same,  upon  the  same  terais^  to  WilKanfi 
Cofcyn. 

Another  also,  in  like  manner,  to  Robert  de  Can^ 
ferbury ;  and  John  Sonierfcet,  Keeper  of  the  Ex- 
change, was  commanded  to  deliver  the  Die  to  hitii; 
and  Philip  de  Lnvel  and  the  other  Barons'  of  the 
Exchequer  were  comm^ndied  to  enrol  the  same"*. 

1^57*  In  the  next  year  a  Grabf  waamade^to 
Williitfn ,  de  Gloceater  of  thi&^  cuatody .  io£  that  Die 
which  Robert  de  Cattteirbury,  son  0f  Robert  dei  Can- 
terbury, lately  deceased,  had  held;  On  the  Mtne 
terms ^  t^.  •>     .  ^  m^-  -!•'.. 

About  the  same  time  the  King  granted  i^  the 
Officers  of  this  Cambium j  ^bat  idiey*  shottkl  not 
partake  with  the  Citizens  an  the  comflioii'  Talhiges 
of  thcf  City.  And  the  Bailiffs,  &c*  were  ordkred  to 
appear  in,  the  Exchequerr  on  the  fifteenth  ^y  after 
Easter,  to  receive  jadgmefvt  for  havirig  distrained 
upon  Henry  Clerk  and  it^iiei*  Officers  <of  the  Cam- 
bium ^ 

i^S*  One  William^  the  Kiag's  Goldsmith,  was 
sworn  in  the  Exchequer  into  the  office  of  Keeper  of 
the  King*s  Cambium  for  London,  and  for  this  place, 
in  the  42d  year  of  the  Kiiagi^. 

Various  Coins  of  Henry  HI.  were  struck  in  this 
Mint. 

<*  Pat.  40  H.  III.  m.  14  and  21.  e  Pat.  41  H-  III.  m.  1. 

f  Ex  Hill.  Record  41  H.  III.  Rot.  10.  a.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch. 
vol.  I.  p.  748. 

S  Memor.  42  H.  HI.  Rot.  1.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  H. 
page  89. 
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'In  the  ycAr»*lfe^3  itwaft  deter  ihitted » by  Rdbeft 
Burnel  and  others  of  the  King^s  Council,  at  tb€  Ek^ 
cfaeqil^r,  ths^t  tbt  ^wag*^  of  the  ^  Mon^yers,  Ex^- 
ehan^rs,  and^^ityei^s,'  &e.  sbouM^be  a{}<sr#ed  to  Bap- 
tholom^v^  de  CasieH,  the  Warden  of  th^  Mints  her* 
and  in  London,  in  his  account  for  the  Mni<7  m  this 
Cfiiy,  for  kh*  5©th  y^a*^  <tf  the  hte  Kmg  Henry  HI.* 
'In  127!^  ih^re'were  to  Ibe  eight  Furnaces 'beve^ 
4hf 6fc  of » which  were"  for  the  Archbishop  K 

About  1281  or  12S2  an  Assay  was  ordered  to  h€ 
rhtaidb  of  the  Money  which  h^  been  coifned  liereL 

I28&.  In  the  14th  year  of  the  King  a  Writiwas 
hsbed  to  the  Treasurer  lind  Barons  of  the  EfKchequer, 
cUnrhatiding  theh>  to  deliver  the  Fixes  of  the  Mints 
of  London  and  Canterbury  to  John  de  Catnrdo  *Md 
Ci^^ld  Maufaam^  in  order  to  coin  Money;  and  to 
iMlniiiiiste^  to  tliem  the  oath  requisite  upon  that 

On  the  29th  *of  Mandh  in  the'  year  13Q6  itwte 
ordained  that  there  should  be  eight  'Furnaces  intthis 

City  I,  •'.--..-        •  •.  '  \i'  i 

1319.  In  the  12th  year  of  Edward  II.,  Johft  de 
WengrAve  appeared  before  the  Barons  of  the'Er- 
fchequei«"a^  the  executor  if  iWitliami  Trente,  de- 
ceased, late  Warden  of  the  Mint  in  this  City  ^. 

135 !•     I^  t?he  25tb  of  lEdwatd  HI.  a  Writ  was 

'     '        -^   .'    ■■■'  i  >/  .  '  ^.   <    .  '       .     .  .: 

^  Memor.  1  E.  I.  Rot.  6.  b.     Madox^  Hist.  £xch.  toI.  I.  p. 

i  Lib.  Rub.  Scacc.  folio  547.^   See  the  Annals  under  this  year. 

j  Trin.  Com.  9  and  10  E.I.  Rot.  5.  b.  See  Trial  of  the  Pix 
undei  this  year.  -        ., 

k  Trin.  Com.  14  E;.  h  Rot.  12.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vok  IL 
p.  90.  1  Lit>er  tlubeus  Scaccarii^  folio  259. 

m  Trin.  Com.  12  E.  II.  Rpt,  ST^v  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  II. 
p.  234.    See  London  Mint. 


mu^  for  tbpee  I>h»  and^  tfirpe  M^n^jrws  l»i  b^J  i^ 
thifei  place  °.  >  ••  ^'•^."/i'  ,?'{••<•  li'-  «>'.',  i'Miu/fl 
,  1381.  King  Rkhard  IJ.i  inJiM  fiftfe  ye»F^>*P^ 
pptnt^  Stephen  R«»iiiel9w,,-tK^7be'JS«p€3?!^o^ 
Coinage  of  Gold  and  Silver  iniiht^JC^yfw  0^1^9^0x9^ 
and  in  tlM^CitJ?^^.^  :n  .'i^ii  ^t.'i  m  iu^liv  A  m  h.i> 
:  Shelling  isays  tfiere^aneiHalf  GrQft»t$,of  H^Bfyv^yv 
and  V.  wshich  /wei?e  struck .heFeiii^..B«t.he  ^a§  P9fti^ 
formed  us  bow  tW^jf  ar«.  to  feedis$Migai«i^^ffpn5i,|^p 
Coins  of  Henry  VL      ;    i.u.  •  '  li.  ^•\\'''i.  Ui'iU 

Henry  VI.,  in  the  year  l4eiS,  ksu^  Ji'Wri^hSSr 
actly  similar  ta that  of  the.SSth^of  ildward  lUk^ 

This  Mint  continued  to . be-rn^^ki^ ^duxiin&l^^ 
wi^Hfs  of  Edward  IV.,  Henry, VIU  HeiMry  VHI-> 
SMMd^Edvrard  yi.     »  i.  >    t  »> 

According  to  Somner,  .this  Mintws^s  V^pt^in  ^ 
plftce.neighbouring  upon  the  E^ebdnge,  but  on  tb/e 
other  side  of  the  Street'  [i.  e.  the  High  Streetji^^ewii 
there  w4iere  now  theiinn  called  the  Crown,  orfirome 
part,df*it,  ete^ds'^ ;  •  .,,.,.   ^   /,». 

Another  Mint  Office  was  situated  in  the  Parisk 
of  St*  Ceofge,  ^pveir  against  thd  Pillory  df  the  City*. 

.  Sosnner  says  he-bad  a  pi^i^^or  two  coined ftt.Cad- 
terbury  by  H^nry  VI|L,  1  n^t  in  the  Mint  above 
mentioiied  as  ibemg  aidtfated  i«^  the  Hi^  Street,,  but^ 
^19  bec6nceiy^)at  tbaplacei^w  called  The  Mint, 
by  the  Court  Gate  of  Christ  Church ;   where,  after 

^       ••  >    ,  '     '.;./  .      .»  .  . 

n  Claus.  25  E.  III.  m.  10.    From  Mr,  North's  MS  Notes. 

o  Pat.  5  R.  n.  pt.  1.  m.  16.    See  I^ondon  Mint. 

V  Silver  Coinage,  p.  14. 

^  Hasted*s  History  of  Kent,  vol.  IV.  p.  431 . 

t  Battely*s  lEdition  of  Somner's  Canterbury,  p.  64. 

«  Soniner*s  Canterbury,  p.  123. 

*  Battely's  Additions  to  Somner*s  Canti^rbury,  p.  64. 
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4ii^  DisBdltfUon^  her  coined  Money  for  the  seirice 
(theysay)  bf  his  French  Wars.  Ever  si  rice  which 
time  thef  phice  ritainiB  th^  n^itae  of  Tlf^  Mint,  and 
the  Court  or  Yard,  which  it^ineloseth,  is  called  The 
»MiAt  YiW»*         '  . 

The  Almnery  of  the  Cathedral  was  taken  from  the 
Church  at  tfae  Dissohition,  but  restored  by  Qtjeen 
Mary.  In  the  Charter  of  RestiCution  mention  is 
made  of  a  Mint  there,  some  tinfy^  kept  by  King 
Henry  VIII.'' 

THE   king's   exchange 

iippears  to  ha«e  been  granted  by >  King  John  in  hi^ 
.sixth  yeiir,'  1204)  to  .the  Arcbbishop,  by  the  name 
of  The  King's  Change,  at  a  rent  of  100  Marks  f^er 
^wmnum^^nwA  iheie  hun  order  of  his  successor, 
Henry  III.,  that  none  should  make  change^' of 
.Plate^  o^  other  Mass  of  Silver,  but  in  his  Exchange 
of  London'  or'Can;terbu^yy:  blid  be  wfote  to  the 
Scabines^  and' Men  of  Ipre^  in  the  sixth  year  of  his 
reign  j  13^1,  thadhe  andhid  Council  had  ^ven  a  pro- 
Jiibitloii'to' that  effects    - 

1313^  iintheltertof'fl/d^  Sttoton  and  his  So- 
tiiatCB,  Justices  I tineiiant,  in  the  ^veifith  year  of  Ed- 
ward II.,  Hugh  Pykard^  Cl^k,  wai  mdicted  within 
the  Liberties  of  the  Priorv  of  Christ  Church  for 
stealing  32lb.  9f  Silver,  which  was  in  the  Change  of 
Canterbury  *. 


u  Battdy's  Somner*s  Canterbury,  p.  65.  ^  Id.  p.  113. 

3(  Pat  6  Mm,  ]».  5.  and  vol.  T* 
7  Stow's  Survey,  B.  11/59.    Se^  London  Mint. 
2  Id.  p.  35i.    Battdly's  Soinn^s  Canterbury,  p.  64;  fiom 
whence  die  foregoing  aocoikat  of  the  Exchange  is  taken. 
A  Hasteds  Kent,  vol.  IV.  p.  43^1. 


I|i   BRITAIN  AKB   ITSk  INBPJINDSNqKS.         1^77 

13 1&.  Tfafe  Keepfer  of  the  Icing's.  Exchange  iietQ 
and  in  £iond%>n  wais,  ii^  tlie  ninth  y^r  of  £d.ward  JI., 
committed-  to  the  Marsha]^  forr  Money  .due  to<liie 
King  upon  his  account '^^  '  f      *    »i; 

1337.  In  the  11th  year  of  Edward  III.,  Geof- 
frey^  de  Thoresby  was  appointed^  on  the  12th  of 
May/  to  the  offices  of  Assay er  6f  Money  dnd  Ex- 
changer in  the  Exchange  here,  durihg  his  good  be- 
haviour. To  hold  them  in  the  sanAe  manner,  and 
at  the  same  wages,  as  Lapine  Roger,  d6(5es(sed,  lidld 
them  during  his  life  ^. 

1345.  In  the  igf h' year  of  the' same  King,  Con- 
rad Roger  and  others  were  appointed  to  hold  the 
Exchange  here  and  in6ther  plaices^;  -and  Anthony 
By thesea  [Versus  Mare]  was  mctdb  Supet-visoir  and 
Warden  of  the  Exchanges  of  Lofadon,  Canterbury, 
and  York «.  I   -  ,^ 

This  Exchange  was  standing, 'It  seems,  until  Hie 
reign  of  Edward  ILL,  and  in  all  pl-obabilit^  recfeived 
its  final  period  from  him;,  for  thsdb' Prince  gave  the 
scite  and  building  of  it,  Called  Le  Chaunge,  then 
almost  wholly  in  ruins,  situatedfin  the  High  Stiieet^ 
and  in  the  Parish  of  All  Saints,  to  the  Master  of  the 
Hospital  of  Eastbridge,  in  this  Clty^  in  erugmenta* 
tion  of  the  endowment  ,of  it  if. 

b  Hil.  Status  &  Visus  9  £.  II.  Rot.  139.  b.  Madox.  Hist. 
Exch.  vol.  II.  p.  241.  See  the  account  of  the  Exchange  at  JLonr 
don.  c  Pat.  11  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  24. 

tl  Rolls  of  Parliament^  vol.  II.  p.  452.  See  Annals  of  Coinage. 
. «  Pat.  19  E.  III.  pt.  1,  m.  16. 

f  Where  now  the  George  Ina  is.  [Harrises  Kent,  page  59.] 
Somner  calls  it  Ihe.CrQwn  Inn.  [p.  12s.} 

S  This  wa^.in  the  year  137&>  when  Thomas  New  of  Walton  was 
Master^:  to  whom*  for  his  life,  and  to  hi$  successors  for  ever#  the 
above  Grant  was  made.    Here  waS'd  Table  of  Exchangs  in  the 


2^8  PLACES   OF   MINTS   AND  JBXCHANGES 

.  There  was  some  time  a  family  in  this  City  which, 
from  their  neighbourhood  or  other  relation  to  thie^ 
place,  took  name  from^  it,  and  were  snmamed  De' 
Cambio  \ 

,^AEC]Bp[EPISCOPXL    MINT. 

The  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  had,  from  very 
eairly  titoes^  the  privilege  of  striking  Mon^y. 

The  date  of  its. origin  is,  however,  involved  in  obr 
sembity,  fox  it  cannot  be  tsqevtained  by  any  r^^ord 
ncfW  exSstingii ;  and  tbere  •  is  no  reason  to  conclude 
that  At  most  antient  Archiepisbopal  Coin. which 
h»  hitherto  been 'discovered  is  the  first  that  wa^ 
struck  in  this  Mint.    <  .      ;   * 

Tbeiearliest  Money  which  can  be  ascertained  U> 
have  been  coined  here/  is  a  Penny  of  Jaenberbt,  tiie 
thirteenth  Archbishop,  who  was  consecrated  in^thc 
jesLfjOSy^^  died  m  790.  At  some  time  in  this  pe- 
riod the  Kingdom  of  Kent  must  have  becoipe  sub- 
ject toOffii  King  of  Mercia,  .by  whose  peripfiissioji^ 
as  it  should  seem^.  this  Coiik  was  struck,  fqr  it  bears 
bis  name  on  one  side,  and  the  Atchbishop's  on  the 
other  V         ,      . 

^thilheard,  the  successor  of  Jaenberht,  possessed 
the  Ardiiepiscopal  See  during  die  remainder.of  th? 
life  of  Ofia,  through  the  short  reign  of  his  sicni  Ege- 
berht,  .atifd  likewifse  i^  the  former  pai^t  of  that  of 
Coenvulf,  for  he  did  not  die  until  the  year  803* 

This  Archbishop's  Coins  diark,  in! some  degree^ 


' "  4 


ninth  year  of  Edward  III.^  which  was  established  in  furtherance 
of  the  Statute  of  Money  made  in^ttkt  year.  See  Yarmouth  Ex- 
change. "  '.-..•.'■.'.. 

h  Battely*s  edition  of  Somtx^r'sCSfctrferbtiryr  p.  64. 

i  6ee  Anglo-Saxon  Ooib^,  Pteite  XII.  *  Jatnberht  i#  styled  Ar- 
chiepiscopus  upon  his  Coin. 
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the  ejjtent  of  his  rule  wen  this  See ;  for  whilst  there 
is  one  only  which  is  stamped  with  the  name  of, 
Offa,  there^  are  no  less  than  three  known  which 
were  struck  in  the  retgn  of  Coenvulf^.  They  all  J 
like  those  of  his  predecessor,  have  the  name  6f' the 
King  on  one  side,  and  that  of  the  AVetibishop  on  the 
other.  "  •    '        -.        >   ■   ■•  "^   •     ^  i"-^"^-V"    '-  ^'^  ^ 

After  \m  death,  in  803,  Vulfredsnoceedadrto /<!■«« 
Archbishofirick.  This  Prdate  j^eems  to  have  eoitied 
in  a  Qfiauner  more  indepeiidetit  of  the  neigning.Msbv 
narch  than  hitherto  had  been  permitted.  /  Hi9?]M<^ 
ney  h^s  his  ^wn^effigjes  ion/  the  Obverse/ 1<  OiQ  ibab 
Reverse  of  one  of  his  Coins  bis  MooeyerVnaim  dfiri 
pears  with  the  place  of  Mintage  ;;ftiid  oniotheiis^ihfe 
nan)^  of  the  Mint  n  foimd  alone,  >sfnd  is^  expi^esied 
ei^er  by  a  Monogram  or  in  xvords  at  dength^^.' .  x  1 
Hisi  Moneyer's  name  is  sa£rbrht.      <    .  *  .  ^  I 

Theogild  his  snecessw,  in^tfie  year  83,0,  di^d  iiv 
about  three  months  after  be/liad  taken :^sdle9s1oii^€i£ 
the  Archiepiscopal  seat.  Nd  Coins-  o£«  his. have  yet^ 
been  found  ;  but  Ceolnoth,.  ^wbo  was' consecrated  im 
the  same  year,  and  died  in  S70,  aeems  to  have  fitrucki 
a  considerable  quantity  of  Money,  as  no  less  thasn 
twelve  varieties  of  his  Coins  stilL. exist..  iTheyfare 
all,  like  those  coined  by  VulfreeP,  witl)oii|k  the.  name 
of  the  Monarch,  and  beaclon  the  Obverse  the  ArekH. 
bishop's '  bu^t, :  atid  on  tbs  Reverse  the  Mpneye^'a 
name,'  sometimes  a4one^  and^  solnetimes  with  the 
nftmie  of  the  Mint  ^l  N^-S  of >his  Coins  is  evidently 
an  imitation  of  the  type  of  Burgred's  Money. 


I  ■  ^» 


y^  4^Fi»tlfs  Xil.  and  }UltI...  Qahis  Coip?,  which  bears  the 
nameof  0£&^  he  is  called  Pontifex ;  upon  the  others^  Archi^pis- 
copus.  ^c"  ^SooAti^kH^iceiBrlMfts;  Plate  XI !(.       ^ 

»^S^^Ati|Q^4i»8Bioi^  CoiW  ,^14^  XUf >  sMa4  A{«pea4ix>  Plate 


S80  PJU4qJ68  OW  MfVT^.  ANI>  EXCHANGS& 

His  Mon^yfQVB*  names  werr, 

BEARNRE0,  DIAI^.  3VXBBBA]U>. 

BIANERD.  ETHELVALP.  SVIBHEARD, 

BIARMRED.  HEB£CA«  TOCGA. 

BIARNVLF.  HEREBEARHT.  VVINHERE. 

BIORNMOD.'  LI.  WNERE. 

CBAtBfOD.  LIABINCG.  WNHERE. 

CBBHTAN..  LIL.  VVKRB. 

CIALMOD.  8VEB  HEARD.  VVVNHERE. 

A  single  Coin  •  onlj  is  known  of  his  successor 
ETHERED^  wbo  WBS  Archbisbop  from  871  to  891. 
It  has  on  the  Obverse  his  name  and  title,  and  00 
the  Reverse  ethered  as  the  Moneyer.  See  Ap- 
pendix, Plate  XXXI. 

Plegmtmd  was  consecrated  in  the  year  891,  and 
sat  until  92$.  His  ]x>rtrait  does  not  appear  upon 
his  Money  ;  but  the  Obverse  has  his  name  and  title^^ 
except  in  one  instance,  where  the  name  ef  the  Mint 
follows  that  of  the  Archbishop.  The  Reverses  have 
invariably  the  Moneyer's  name  ". 

Four  varieties  of  his  Coins  are  known,  all  struck 
by  difierent  Moneyers,  who  liames  are, 

iBTHELVLF,  ENSAM. 

EICMVND.  SIGEHErM'NOR.** 

From  this  time,  until  the  reign  of  ^thelstan,  it 
does  not  appear,  either  from  Records  or  from  Coins, 
that  the  privilege  of  coining  was  exercised  by  the 
Archbishops  of  this  See  p.    lliat  Monarch  allowed 

n  Plate  XIIl. 

o  Qu.  whether  the  last  three  letters  are  not  blundered,  and 

.  ft 

intended  for  mok.  Monetariu?^  *      . 

P  Bendes  the  above  Coins  whic^  can  be  appropriiited'to  the 
several  Archbishops  by  whoiti  thkj  w^e  struck,  th^re  are  ctthei% 
which  have  only  the  names  of  the  Moneyer  and  of  the  Mint. 
They  have  on  the  Obverse  a  rudfe  Tortrait  with  the  nam^  of  the 
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i.  ' 

to  the  Archbishop  two  Mon^^rs  <  No  Coirift,  how* 
ever,  of  this  ifeign  have  yet  been  discovered;  nor 
indeed  any  until  the  time  of  Archbishop  Warham,* 
a  space  of  nearly  Boo  years. 

It  seeins  probable  that  ^thelstan's  Grant  wj^g 
revoked  by  JBthelred  II. %  >wh€»n  the  inferior* Mints 
were  resumed  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown;  and 
that  it  was  not  restored  until  the  first  yedr  of 
Richard  I.,  1I8&,  who  gave  to  Hiibfert  At^hbisbop 
of  Cantierbury  and  his  sncoe^drs  th6  liberty *of  three 
Dies  land  three  Moheyers  in  that  City  K' 

1199.  This.  Grant  wais  cbnfirmtd  by  King  John 
in  his  first  year*,  ]./.»/  i).->i 

■  1200.  In  his'second  y«ar  he  agaiif  fcbnfitm^  ftie 
sailie,  with  the  addition  of  a  Gmnt -sfnd  Cotifitm'illdtf 
of  a«  Exchange  of  Moniey,  to  i>^  AiddfeB^  the'skid^^ies, 

.  -  '      -.  ■  •  4 

Mpf^e^^TTQUJ^d^tj  an^  on  the  Re^^ifse.po^Q^EpNivv  lOivi^^^/tii 
three  lines  across  the  field  :  except  in  one  instance,  where  the 
Moneyer's  name  is  repeated  on  the  Reverse,  and  the  letters  djxvr. 
carir.  6nly  are  placed  within  the  intier  circle/  ^ee  Anglo-Saxon 
Coins,  Plate  XIIL    Uncertain  €i>Yns.     -    -    '  i/  .  '^:  S  ; 

The  Moneyers  are^  swefnbro  and  siGssTSF^^.iybose  names 
are  to  be  found  uppn  the  Coins  of  Ecgbeorcht^  the^rst  sole  Mo- 
narch.    See  Plate  XIV. 

Another,  of  the  same  type  and  Reverse  as  No  4  of  the  Uncer- 
tam  CohiMi  reads  on  fhe  Obt^rse  LYkititJMftfNjsTA.  In  Dr.  Han- 
tei^*s Qabiiiet*^     ■■/>       *'    ^uu.-    ..  >     ',.        \  .,*■' 

v^  LegesAng.-Saf^p,,5^.j  >^  .  .  :    . 

r  He  ordained,  in  his  Laws,  that  no  person  should  have  a  Mint 
except  the  King.     Leg.  Anglo-Sax.  p.  118.  '.  '  ^ 

:  *  Lib.  Chart,  Ca^tuar-  Arfihi^p^  Wp.  jn  the  Library  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries.  Dugdale,  in  J^ijft  Qrigin«3>  seems  to, refer  io 
the  same  authorjyty  fi?y  this  i^.t.,[pv?.]  .  T^  Mopeyers»  iwhich 
\n^  «ag^.Qf  ^^j^j^^a  W(?!re^^  p^ore^tha^i  two,  are  ;iow  in- 
crei^.to  tb^^^prpj^>^^kycj{i)e^^  St  AvgustiwstMot 

neyer.bei||gM,th^^iFfT)Hi^^9^1^  Ar^  •■ 

t  Id. 


I 
I 
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with  all  liberties^  feeJand  all  profit,  Ac,  he\on^og 
to  the  same.'  The 'Archbishop  and. his  successors  to 
hold  the  Said  Dies  and  Esahange  for  ever,  as  hy 
the  above  Graiit  of  Richard  I.^ ;  atid  a  Writ  was 
issued  to^  Reginald  deCornhuH,  the  SherifFof  Kent, 
eommanding  hiiw,  t^Hout  delay,  to-  give  the  Arob* 
bishop  seisin  of  the  said  Dies  with  the -Exchange f^« 

191)9.  't'  ai^ears  that  'tbi«  Mint  Mftas  worked 
betv^n  the  17th  of  July  1338,  and  the  last  day  of 
Mar^h  in  the  following  year ;  f6r  the  Archbishop-* 
rick  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  Stephen  Langton 
on  the  9th  of  July,  the  Custodes  of  the  SeCj  Ber- 
tram de  Crioil  and  Allan  Punnaaiit,  awswerid  in  the 
Ekcheqoer  for  xvi  vj*.  xjd.  oft.,  being  the  profits  of 
theDies^T;       '  -       '^^' 

^1245.  In  the  29th  year  of  Henry  HI;  WilKam 
Hat*dell  rendered  an  account,  as  Custos,  of  the 
CSanibiuni  6f  Canterbury,  for  eight  years  six  wefekd 
and  three  days  past,  in  which  the  three  Dies  be-^ 
longing  to  the  Archbishc^  are  pariiculariy  men^ 
tioned,  and  his  right  to  them  acknowledged*.      '<* 

In  the  year  1367  Richard  le  Espee  wds  sworii, 
in  the  Exchequer,  a  Moneyer  of  this  Mint^' being 
presented  by  the  Archbishop's  Steward  y.    "    -  * 

1378.  King  Edward- 1,  in  his*  seventh 'year 
grjtnted  to  the  Archbishop,  of  his  special  gWH^, 
that  he  shcKild,  for'  the  present,  deliver  his  o^ 

"^  Lib.  Chart.  Cantuar.  Archi^p.  •MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Aatiquaries.  «  Id,  *'' 

w  Mag.  Rot.  13  H;  Ilf.  in  R^,  Com|N>t()r.  mM  b.'  Ma^n, 
Hist.  Exch.  vol.  I.  p.  718.  ..>         ?  j  (•  tftVi  " 

T^  Mag.  Rot.  29  H.  III.  Rot.  uU.  a.  m.  1  and  3.  Madox>  Hist. 
Exch.  td.  H.  p.  134,     See  the  King's  Mitotutfaerthiiytisir.    ' 

y  Memor.  52  H.  III.  Rot.  8:  b.  Madox^  Hist.  Extth.  vol.  H. 
p.  89.  ,..:..  ,      '       i.     :. 


m  mmatfLttt  and*  itoj  m^E»s>msKmm      5^B^ 

* 

Corner  to  the- Keepers f  of  the sExohange,. them;  wd 
afaottld  have  the^pFofil^  of  'his  own  Coioage,  as^f^t 
as  should  arise- frojoik.  three  Dies  ^vhicbnthe  At^i 
bishop  elaimed^.to  bebnigt  t6l  the  Ar'Qbbishof)jriQ]kt^ 
as  IfHaA  been  done  iti  the  liifii^  »of  hia  •  prMdtdCeisgoi^ 
and  fn  ithe- times  of  odaer  B»oha][kge;B;'(the' King'^ 
right  beii!kg/ slived ',      .       u  .  <      ) 

:  1279.  From  the  Jted  Book  d  tihe  Exchequer  it 
appears  that  in  the  eighth  year  of^dne  sadxie  humg 
there  w^ere;  thriae  Burnaces  belonging  >ti9  the  Arch^ 
bishop^  besid(e&  rthe  eigh*  which  Metfi.  the  King's  \  j 

Igo8.  Edward  XL,  in  hisfifir^t  .ylear,  directed  a 
vtrit  toEveriade  Friscombald,  Keeper  of  the  Kingis 
CaiKiiauin  here;  in  whidai/ it'WaS'>«tatedi't))atr^UM^  . 
Archbishop  had  pleaded,  that,  notwithstandirDg  1^ 
by  Chli/teriiof  preceding  Kings.  c^JBng^and  .ought 
tiOi  have  three  Dies  and  three  Money^s  at  Canteri- 
bjdry,  as  ha  and  his  predecessors  in  the  Archbi$ho|)T 
rick  had  always  had,  yet  that>  the  said  K^eeper  of  th§ 
iQamJbi^m  hadj.from.  tb^idate  of  hip,  commi^sjpn^ 
obstruoted;  and  did  still  Qontinue  to  obstruct,  tb^ 
Archbishop  in  the  enjoymenjb  of  ithern^ ,  yoluntjvuily 
and  qnj^stly,,  to  his  great  loM.  .,        >j      ;.   , 

The  King,  beiag-unwilUsng^  that  the  'ATchbish<3«ff^^jj,^,^^^^ 
|;J[i0iuld  rwei^  swchj  injury,  ,cpnimaqdpd  tliat  he^^..,4UM.. 
sbotuld  be  permiitted  tQ  ihave!  the  said   Dies  and  ^^<^- ^**^- 
Monejr^rs,  aocordtiig  to  tHe  tenor  of  the  said  Char-^^    ^'^^ 
ters;  and  that  the  said   Keeper  of  the  Cambium  ^^'    '^'^^ 
should  restore  to  hjm,  without  delay,  the  profits  of   .  * 
^  said  Dies,  during,  the  time  that  he.  had  t)^^"^^^^^  ^ 
deprived  of  them  ^  ^  cu^ui^'^^.: 

'VHasjted'aKeat/ vpijlV. ]g.Z?%,.  quoting: Prywe,  p. .237.      l^"^^  ^ 
*  Lib.  ,Ru^).  S0PCCSW,  folio  ,^47.  r       ,  ^  r  iJ^   '*"*  /lU 

b  Claus.  IE.  II.  m.  3.  May  22.  Rymer,  Foedera^'vol.  111.  P-81-,^^'V^;^ 
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These 'Dies  w^ere  still  Anther  confirmed  to  the 
Archbishops  by  Henry  VI.  in  his  25tb  year,  1446> 
and  by  Edward  IV.  in  his  secood  and  third  jsears, 
14^2  and  146^,  the  title  of  the  Roll  beii^,  "De 
tribus  Monetariis  cum  tribus^  cuneis  ad  raonetaoi 
iabricandam  in  Civrlate  Cantoar.  concess.  An^iep; 
Cantuar."  ^ 

Mr,  Pegge  has  engraven  an  Half  Groat  minted  at 
Canterbury,  with  the  letter  b  on  the  King's  breast  1 
which,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Whitels  opinion,  he 
thinks  wds  minted  in  the  reign  of  Richard  III.  by 
Thomas  Bourchier,  then  Archbishop^.  This  Coin 
was  then  iti  the  possession  of  Mr«  Solly;  and  was, 
from'  Mr.  Pegge^s  engraving  of  it,  in  such  a  state  ai 
to  be  Easily  turned  to  almost  any  6ther  purpose  that 
Mr.  While's  ingtouity  might  have  suggested.  ^ 

Sn'Our'thifd  Supplementai  Plate,  N^  35,  is  given 
an  ^Half  'Groat  of  King  Henry  VII.,  which,  from 
the  detter  lii  in^  the  centre  of  the  Reverse,  is  sup* 
posed,  in  tht  Explanation  of  the  Plates  that  is  given 
at  the  end  of  the  Antiquaries'  Edition  of  Folkeei^s 
Tables,  to  hii^e  been  struck  in  this  Mint  by  Arch* 
bishop  Morton,  whb  iiUed  this  See  from  i486  tto 
nearly  the  end  (^f  thi^  year  l^OO*  The  justice  of 
the  appropriation  may,  however,'  be  doubted^  ia» 
that  letter  appears  frequently,  thus  situated,  upon 

c  Hasted's  History  of  Kent,  vol.  IV.  p.,  762,  quoting  Rot.  Cart 
de  Annis  2  and  3  E.  IV.  In  the  49th  year  of  Henry  VI.  a  War- 
rant of  Privy  SieM  was"  granted  to  Geoi^e  Archbishop  of  Cariter-, 
bury,  L^te  of  the  ApostoKck  See^  the  Kinga  Chancelldk*,  au^ 
thorizing  him  to  make  Letters  of  Indenture  according  to  the 
terms  of  the.  Royal  Mint  Indenture  of  that  year.  Writs  of  Privy 
Seal  in  the  White  Tower,  marked  49  H.  VK 

d  Assemblage  of  Coins  of  Archbishops  of  Canterbury.  Addenda 
at  the  end  of  Advertisement. 


IK   BRITAIN   AND'  ITS   BKPBNDEKOIXffi.         SS$ 

Coins  ^  where  it  can  have  no  poestble  i^ereocd  to 
this  Archbishop*  i  .\ 

At  length,  however,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  6oo 
3i^rs,  we  again  meet  with  *  genuine  Coins  of  this 
Mint,  struck  hf  Archbishop.  Warham,  i^ho  Viias 
translated  from  the  See;  of  Loiodon  in  they  ear  15049 
and  djed  on  the  23d  of  August  1532. 

His  Coins  are  distinguished  by  the  letters  W;  a., 
for  Willielmus  Arehiepiscopus,  and  are- found  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  only,  thot^h  he  was 
inade  Archbishop  by  Henry  VH.,  nearly  four  years 
before  his  son  catne  to  the  Throne  ®* 

To  him  succeeded  Thomas  Cranmer,  with  whose 
Corns  this  Mint  finally  closed.  They  were  ^struck 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VHI.,  and^  are  marked  t^  c.^ 
for  Thomas  Crianmer,  or  Thomas  Cantuarien^s^;- 

Amongst  the  Manuscri^  in  the  Lambeth- C«i- 
brary  is  preserved  an  Indenture  between  Arcb* 
bishop  Cranmer  and'  WilMarm  Tillesworth,  6f  Lon- 
don, Goldsmith,  in  the  23th  year  of  Henry  VHI. 
By  that  instrument  the  Archbisho|>  apj^ointed  the 
sdid 'William  to  be  the  Master  and  Workfer  of  his 
Monies  of  Silver  within'  the^  Mint  of  Canterbury; 
and  Tillesworth  engaged  to  make  three  sorts  of 
Monies,  vfe.  the  Half  Groat,  the  Penny  orlSter- 
iin^j  and  the  Halfpenny,  according*  to  the  terms  of 
the  In(}enture,  which  were  the  same  as  that  of  the 
i  8th  of  Henry  Vin.     '  ,      .  ' 

For  the  coinage  of  every  Pound  Troy  the  Master 
was  to  take  12  Pence  by  number,  out  of  which  he 

e  See  Silver  Coins,  Pfete  VII.  No»  4, 6,  11,  and  17,  and  Sup- 
pfement,  PlatelV.  No'l*, 
i  Se«  Silver  Coins,  Plate  Yil.  N*»  13  and  20. 
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was  to  pay-  to  ^khe  Arobbiabop  one  Peomjr^  and  to 
retain  to  himself  11  Pence  for  wage»  vad  all;  other 
oharges.    .      ,  . 

If 'Upon  the  Trial  of  the  Fix  it  was  found  that 
the  SUnclard  was  not  kept,  the  Master  was  to  mate 
fine  and  ransoo^-  to  the  Archbishop^  at  his  will.  H^ 
took  an  oath  to  the  Archbishop  for  the  perforpanc^ 
of  fsovenants,  and  hound  himself,  his  heirs  and  exf^ 
di)torSj|  hy  the. present  Indenture. 
>.  Respecting  his  tiansactions  with  the  Merchants^, 
on  account  of  Bullion,  he  gave  security,  himself  in 
four  hundred  Marks^  and  four  Borrowes  in  one 
hundred  Marks  each  ^.         , 

ARCHIEPISCOPAL   EXCHANGE. 

.  Xh^  Archbishop  had  likewise  an  Exchange  dis- 
tinct from  the  King's,  granted,  .as  aboye-m^^ntipned, 
in  the  second  year  of  John ;  and  in  the  sixth  year  of 
the  same  King,  when  he  forbade  the  exchange  of 
Money  in  every  place  except  the  King's  Exchanfge, 
a  particular  exception  was  made  in  fevour  of  th^ 
Archbishoji's  Exchange  here ;  and  it  appears  to 
haV'e  Been  the  only  one  which  was  then  allowed  to 
exist; 'at  least  no  other  is  mentioned  in  the  Writ K 

Frbiti  a  Writ  of  the  fourth  year  of  Edward  II. 
1310,  it  appear!^,  that  a  portion  of  the  profits  of 
this  Cambium  was  due  to  the  Pope;  and  it  wa« 
ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  hatidd  of  Williami  de 
Testa  the  Pope's  Clerk.  This  portion  had  beeti  for 
some  time  withheld  ^  ' 

S  Cartse  M iscellanese^  vol.  II.  No  890,  Article  3. 
b  Pat.  6  John^  m.  7.  dors.  <  See,  tbe  lA^nmlB  uf  Cf)ioage  under 
thi^  year,  ,    v     -    -    , 

i  Liber.  4  E.  II.  in.2.     Rymer,  Foedera,  vol.  III.  p.  961. 


IK   BRItiim  A9DMT9  ^M8PBflDf3(OlM.         887 
ABBAT  sOf« 'ST*    AtTtsl^l^IKteV  M9N1>. 

"In  King  -SEthelstan's  ILtW  tliid  Abbat  was  allowed 
one  Mbneyer*^;  and  the  privilege  of  coining  waft 
crxercised  by  tbe  Ablfclatt  iiritil  ttiie'  deatb  bf  Atibat 
StJvester  in  the  year  li6t;  whein  Ring  Hfenty  II. 
sei2ed  the  temporalities  6f  the  Abbey,  ind,  on 
returning  them  to  Silvester'^  soccfessor,  retained  tbc 
Mint  in  his  own  hands ;  and  it  appears^  from  Inqui* 
sitions  which  were  taken  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  II. 
arid  Richklrd  I.,  that  it  had  not  then  been  restored 
to  the  Abbey  I  Probably  it  hever'Was  restored; 
fdt  in  a  Charter  of  Inspeximim,  diaied  in  the  36th 
year  of  Edward  III.,  wherein  varioas  CKartek^ -are 
recited,  the  Mint  does  not  ocgur  ™. 

This  Mint  was  within  the  City  of  Canterbury ; 
and  Elverd  Porrere  had  tlie  custody  of  ttte  Die  at 
the  death  of  Abbat  Silvester  in  1161".  ' 


.  .  .  ■  •  • 


f'rQim  tbe  imp^rtaiK^e  of  this  place,  ?tt  a  peripdpf 
very. high  Antiquity, . it  might  reasonably  be. con- 
cluded that  a  Mint  wa^  ^  esl3^1i$becl  her<^  either  \n 
Roman  tioieis  or  at lea^ts^pn^fte^vthe  Anglo-Saxons 
had  ta^n  possession  of  it.  But  that  cpqclpsion  is 
n$t  suppoitted  by  ^ny  I^eqords ;  nor,  ar^  any  Coins 
known  to  have  been  struck  here  prior  tp,  the  reign 
of  ^thelred  II.,   i    .  ...      ,   * 

The  following iMonarqhs  s^lso  coined  here  before 
the  Conquest:         .        ,  ;  .    >  ; 

Cnut,  Edward  the . Cppfesjior^:  mid 

Harold  I.  Harold  II. 


a 


k:  Leges  Aiigto-Saxonfc»>  p.  59. 

1  Thorn^  column  1816,  where  those  Inquisitions  are  stated  at 
brge.  m  Id.eolUnin2193.  n  Id.  column  1816. 


Dometdi^  Book  ts-eotirety  silent  as  to  this  Mint; 
but  Coins  of  WfHiaml.  and  William  H.  are  known 
toiiavebeeii  stritek  in  it 

EXCHANGE    AT   DOVER. 

Of  this  Exchange  I  have  found  nothing  more 
iTian  that,  in  the  27th  year  of  Edward  I.,  129S, 
Michael  de  Wincester  was  appointed  Comptroller 
during  pleasure  ® ;  and  that  it  was  one  of  the  places 
where  an  Exchange  was  established  by  the  Statute 
of  Money  made  at  York  in  the  ninth  year  of  Edward 

HARBLEDOWN. 

.  "In  Mr.  Duncombe's  History  and  Antiquities  of 
the  Three  Archiepiscopal  Hospitals  at  and  near 
Canterbury,  a  place  called  The  Mint  is  said  to  be 
situated  between  the  two  Churches  at  Herbaldown 
or  Hdrbledown.  And  \ti  the  View  of  St.  Nicholas's 
Hospital  at  that  place  the  Windmill  is  pointed  out 
as  beifig  within  the  bouilds  of  the  Mint  4. 

Of  this  Mint,  if  a  Mint  for  Coins^e  be  really 
intended,  I  have  not  met  with  any  other  notice. 

HYTHE. 

In  the  Sale  Catalogue  of  Mr.  Tyssen's  Coins  a 
Penny  of  William  I.  is^  said  to  be  of  this  Mint  '."^ 

RECULVER. 

**  Here  haive  frequently  been  found^  small  globules 
of  metal  unstruck,  lying  with  others  which  have 
been  struck,  or  coined  into  Money.     Now  this,  as 

o  Pat.  97  E.  I.  m.  24, 

P  Claus.  9  £.111.  m.  8.  dors.    Rymer>  IV.  p.  $63. 

q  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannica>  No  XXX.  p.  190. 

r  P.  64.  N  ^  888. 


the  §iidi<Mi»  ;4vitfaior  of  the  Anti^nktitibk  |l<itii|pimp 
ohfl^'i^es,  bids  lair  fof  a^Qpf^oMtionUhat  ifaw  plMls 
was  once  so  considerable  a«  to  ^ve  a  Miot«^  And 
this  conjecture  receives  a  further  confirmation  from 
some  Coins  mentioned  by  Carolus  Fraxjnus  %  which 
have  been  found  with  these  words  or  letters  struck 
upon  them — a.  rb.  rt.  rvps,;  for  it  is  much  morp 
easy  and  natural  to  interpret  this  by  the  word  Rutu- 
piae  than  by  Rome  or  Ravenna/'  ^ 

When  to  this  conjecture  I  have  added  Dr.  Stoke* 
ley's  positive  assertion,  that  Coins  of  Carausius,  with 
R.  «.  R.  in  the  Exergue^  ,^^r?  struck  at  Rutupiqm, 
which  place  he  divides  between  l^andmch^  $toi\ar^ 
aftd  Rich  borough,  but  gives  the  grefite^  shar^  ^  thp 
first  of  those  places  ^,^1  have  done  all  in  my  powei^ 
to  ests^lblish  this  Mint,  4i\cl  must  leave  It  to  its  fate, 

ROGHESTBR  HOYAI,'/  MINT.  /  !  ! 

In  the  reign  of  JBfhelstan^  .the  Xing  had  twb 
Moneyers  in  this  Cifty^,'ibut.^noHe  of  bis.  Ceina 
strack  here  have  ydt  been  dl^Q^v€l*ed.    u 

The  earliest  which  ate  known  ace  those^of  JKlbel* 
red  II.  Cnut  also  coined  here  ;  as  did  likewise 
Edward  the  Confessor.  "  '■-  •  '^ 

The  Mint  is  n6t  tilentionad  in  Dbmeefday  Bodk ; 
but  Pennies  of  WiHiafft  ii  and  Wittiamll.  ate  in 
existence. 

It  was  worked  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  as  app^rs 
from  his  Money.  Geldwine  and  Rodbert  were  then 
Monej^s  ,  here  ^     T\fi^  fpxiD^r  q(  these  p€irso;is 

^  DeNutnmis  inferioris  aevi,  p.  37.    ^  Harris's  JKent,  p.^.^7. 
"  MedaJHck.Histpry  of  Carau^us,  part  I.  g.66.  .. 

w  Leges  Anglo-S^l^twi^^^.p^,?^/...     '    . 
X  Textus  RofTensis^  p.  184. 

VO}..  IV.  u   . 


I 

1 

I 


granted  an  House^  8fp^ ,  ^  Bi^bop  Ernulph  and  the 
Bjll^nks  of^^t.  Andre^v'sy^^^n^condition  that  he  should 
be  ip^ei^^  as  a  Mop,k  into. that  Houses^.    -  . 

In  tlie  gth  year  of  jfohn^  the  Moneyers,  &c*.  of 
th^s  Mint^  tQgi^ther  jvith  thos?  of  various  o^r 
placeS;^  fivere  comn|anded  to  appear  before  the  King 
at  Westminster,  to  receive  his  commands'.  * 

Coins  w^re  struck  here  in  the  reign  of  Henry  If*-; 
byt  it  should  seem  that  after  that  time  it  waar no 
fonger  worked.  , 

,  EPISCOPAL    MINT. 

J^Cth^lstan  gave  to  St.  Andrew,  and  Kynefbrd 
Bishop  of  Roqhester,  a  Money  Die*;  and  in  the 
Laws  of  that  Monarch  the  Bishop  was  allowed  to 
eiipploy  qne  Moneyer  ^.  ,  '  - 

I  have  not  discovered  the  time  at  which  the 
Bishops  were  deprived  of  their  Mint. 

ROMNEY. 

A  Penny  of  Gnut  afibrds  the  earliest  evidence  of  a 
Minti  in  tMs  place*  It  continiied  to  be  worked 
during  the  refgns  of  Edward   the  Confessor  and 

It  is  not  noticed  in  Dome$day  Book ;  but  WiU 
lis^m  1.  coined  hereS  as  did  al^  iWilliam  II.  and 
Henry  L;  after  whose  reign  no  Coins  Ijavq^yet 
occurred,  the  privilege  of  coining  being  p^oba)b\y 
resumed  into  the  power,  of  the  Crown  in  th^.fir^ 
year  of  King  Henry  11.     ^  .  i  /      . . 

'  y  Text  Roff.  p.  166.    £nml|)h  wasfiUhdp^ni  1115 16  iT^'i 
Godwin. 
«  SM  this  Writ  at  lenglK  ih  tbe  accbunC  bf  Clirlljile  Midr/  ' ' 
a  aegittnim  Rofifense;  p.  d.    The  Wenbare/'^'iA^efafrf^- 
neta.**    Thft  forniec  'terai  i^^unusual in iihat  ilcttse:  (•   ~    '  ''^ ' 
b  Leges  Anglo-Saxonicff!,  p.  69.  ' »'    »  >'*u'«>'     • 

c  See  Tyssen's  Sale  Catalogue,  iE>.^y.  //^M>*ir»^  w^6iM^  d\^ 


tJntier  the  account  of  ^ft^ulver  "may  be  seen  tJrt 
Stukeley's  assertiton  of  tHe  existence  o?  a  Mint  Uefe 
m  the  reign  of  Carausms.  , ,        ■ 

Wliatever  may  be  thought  of  that,  it  is  certain 
that  this  place. was  of  consideriable  note  in  the'eajrly 
Anglo-Saxon  times,  being  mentioned  in  the  Saxoii 
fJnronicle  in  the  year  85 1. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  earliest  Coin  known  to 
have  been  struck  here  is  of  Cnut. 

Domesday  Book  does  not  mention  the  Mint ;  but 
Money  is  known  to  have  been  coined  here  by  Wil^p 
liam  I.  and  IL,  Stephen  and  Henry  III  J         '     '    * 

*' About  the  year  "13601  Walter  1e  Draper  'was 
Examiner  of  the  Money,  Scrutator  Monetae,  in  this 
place-''  ;  •  '    V^ 

LANC4SHIRR 

»      -  ' 

I  4^ penny  of  Aethelred  II. treads. lansjf,  and  oie 
qijCmt  hAS^  pofisibly  both  of  Lanc9(6ter.     -   j       «• 
A  Penny  of  Henry  II.,  which  rieads  LANSi\oo*tlht 
RejFer9e,  is  appropriated  to  this  Mint®.  «    . 

.   -•  disTUNTiAK" mint:  ■"  •'■    '•  '■'  ' 

'Mr.  Whitaker  having  'stated  a  most  circumslan- 
(iat  account  of  the  first  introduction  of  the  Art  of 
Coining  into  this  Island ;  of  the  invi^tation  given  to 
the  Mint-master  Tascio  by  Cunobejine ;  of  his  ac-» 
ceptiiig  that  iitvitatidn  ^  of  his'  coitirtng  hither,  with 

^  Boy^B  Hktorp  of  SlJidw]ch>'p.  668.  Fdr  ExsnGOiiier;  Mr.  Boys 
sbould  have  given  SiBMcfaeri  .%h(tte  bustness  i^  was  to  examine 
the  ships^  and  to  ^e.oiittS'that  no  Money  was  exported  without 
tile  King's  license.  •     '      ' 

*  Archaeologia^  vol.  XVIILp.  4.        -^       - 
^  U  2 
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all  his  implements  of  coining ;  and  the  estaWish- 
'ment  of  the  6rst  Mint  that  ever  appeared  in  lAiis 
Inland,  which  was  erected  in  the  South';  afterwiirdft 
thought  fit  to  destroy  the  fair  fabrick  which  he' had 
raised,  and  to  pronounce  that  this  Minter  hd&'no 
ejoistence  but  in  the  visions  of  conjecture  9. 

The  Mint^  however,  was  constructed  of  inone 
solid  materials  than  tho^e  which  composed  the 
Mint-master ;  for,  whilst  the  vision  of  the  latter 
faded  away,  the  former  withstood  even  the  better 
judgment  and  the  corrections  of  Mr.  Whitaker, 
who  has  preserved  his  accurate  tracing  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Art  of  Coinage  from  its  first  establish-^ 
ment  in  the  South  by  Cunobeline  even  unto  its 
artiva]  ip  Lancashire,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it, 
though,  by  the  bye,  it  stopped  somewhat  short  at 
Aldborough  in  Yorkshire  K 

Thus,  says  he  (overlooking  the  slight  geographi- 
cal mistake  of  one  County  for  another),  "  thus  was 
the  Kingdom  of  Lancashire  first  provided  with  a 
regular  Coinage  a  few  years  before  the  period  of  tile 
Roipan  Invasion*.   'The  Art  of  Coining  had  not 

f  History  of  Manchester,  vol.  I.  p.  284. 

i:  Principal  Corrections  in  History  of  Manchester,   book  I. 

p.  69. 

^  History  of  Manchester,  vol.  I.  p.  ^87. 
'  i  **  At  that  period,  therefore,  the  quantity  of  Money  within 
the  County  must  have  b^ea  v^'  insignificant,  and  none  of  it  is 
kpown  to  have  reached  the.  present  age,  e^icept  the  following 
pieces  may  seem  to  carry  the  name  of  Matice^ion  upon  them,  and 
to  pi'ove  the  establishment  of  a  British  Mint  at  Manchester,  as 
well  ae  Yorjt."  £Cqrr^tiiO»3A  p»  (^.]  ,  TJi^  ,twoi  pie|:^ijf|De  w- 
feired  to  are  Coins  which  Dr.  Stukeley  (in  his  Plates  of  British 
Cojim)  yvixh  equal  prob^ility  ^ttpil^ut^Xft^ImpufHayieuce,  a^J^ritish 
King.  One  reads  mana,  the  other  iman,  botlji  on  thQ  R^v.^r^, 
which  bears  the  figure  of  a  man  on  hors^ack^ 


IN  UfL^TAtH.  A«P  IT?   P$P£?9PENCIEjS.         ^iS^ 

opportunity  to  ex^rt  itself  sufficiently  in  Lancapdiife 
before  the  coming  of  the  Roi^ans  superseded  the 
necessity  of  it."  ^,  , 

A  little  further  pn  we  learn,  that,  >^  upon  the 
conaing  of  th^  Romans*  the  Sistuntian  Mint  was 
stopt.  But  the  Romans  became  Coiners  for  tha 
Britons.  No  less  than  eleven  Mints,  in  aU  proba- 
biUtj/^  were  established  within  the  pale  of  their  owii 
government,  two  in  the  Municipia,  and  nine  in  the 
nine  Colonies."  ^  . 

From  his  enumeration  of  these  eleven  Mints, 
however,  it  appears,  that  Lancashire  was  not  ho*- 
noured  with  one  of  them;  but  "Chester  .from  one 
side,  and  York  from  the  other,  diffused  their  minted 
wealth  over  Lancashire."  ^ 

On  this  evidence,  rests  the  existence  of  the  Sis- 
tuntian Mint,  If  my  Readers,  after  they  have  exa- 
mined it,  should  fastidiously  require  stronger, and 
more  legitimate, proofs,  I  must  be  allowed  to  plead, 
that  I  have  given  them  all  which  the  only  Author 
who  has  mentioned  that  Mint  has  thougbli'-fit  /6l 
furnish  me  with.  To,  him  I  yield  the.  cn^Iit  4f 
having  discovered  it,  and  Aeave  him  to  defend^  tiif 
own  arguments  as  he  may/     :  '  -  *  '^^  7/t  !l 


LEICESTEnSHlRfi.'       ' 

The  following  account  of  this  Mint  was  Srs^n 
np  by  the  late  Rev.  Richard  Sbuthgate,  for  Mf. 

Nichols's  History  of  thi^  Tawn,  and  is  prixited-  iti 

-■       •  •  •     •'•  ■    ■    •'.       I*'      -i  -^    ■»•.       •.::    .   .op  >^^ 

k  History  of  Manchester,  vol.  I.  Pv^87.  ^  Id.  p.  ^88. 

mid. ibid.  >;,   •      . 


c-^'*" 


tbelfir4t?Vbliim&lof.thefHi8tofiy>^of.;tbe  Ooimt^^  ^1 
inve  preserved  it>  enttiie;,  because  it  contains  all^timt 
iVfr^  SoothgateJeft  bebiiMl^hini  upon  asubjeot  Willi 
iviijich  h€  was  so  ititinmtely  acquaiotody  and  becaase 
AlMe<ehbemtewbricit>f  whieb-dt, forms  a •  part  it  wnm 
fateoine  soi  tiieanoe  as  to  be  in  very  few  bands : '  . . 
I*  v<<  There'  isvivo-  reason  to  thinilc  that  any  plaoe  in 
Leitestershire  was  ^f  sufficient  importance,  to  unjoy 
the  privil^e  of  a  Mint,  either  in  the  Aoglo-Saspn 
or.  >l^rman  times,  CKoq^t  the  Town  of  Leicester. 
i^b€  ift  tliere>  any  written  Record .  r^naining  •  of  the 
£9tabiiahment  of  a  Mint  in  that  placQ  before  ithe 
Conqu^r^^s  Survey,  which  is  descnibed  in  Domea^ 
day  MBookf  unless,  we  >  suppose  this  place  to  iie 
ini^Iuded  in  that  general  eicpnession  in  King  JEthdh- 
ftan's/ .  Riegulal^OQ,  ,A<  929,  in  aliis  CastelUs  [Rur- 
^s  |ic^,]^eland  has  it.  ColU  vol.  IIL  3d  edit  pi.  9i3«} 

m^s/  - "  •..»-.•• 

.  <<.  Ijfi  /jtiiJif  curious  and  well-known  Register^Dom(9SN> 
tday\  we  are  infQrnied,.  that  at  iMeicester,.' called; in 
that  Survey  Ledeeestre^  the  Moneyers  paid  twenty 
P<iands  every  yeg^rj  which  were  to  consist  olS'  P«n- 
nies^  twenty  1  of  whii^b  weighed  one  Ora  or  Qunee. 
If  these  Pennies  weighed}  One  with  another,  tw^aty^- 
two  grains,  the  number  of  grains  in  the  ounce  would 
be  440 ;  if  theyii^^igb^  94^  it  would  be  450  ;v  ^nd 
even  then  wquld  £all  shout  .of  the  legal  Standaixl, 
which  was  that  of  480  grains  to  the  ounce.  But  as 
inahy  Ptentties  bf  Edwiard  the  Gdnfessdr  (Who  c<^ined 
s|, great  deal  of  Money^ .which  naust  have,  b^fj ,t^ 
'i9fiief  cuTf^ncy  .at  #119  f^fne,  j^n/d  ptilj  <renMm&^i& 
krge  quantities)  are  jetien  idv  ^ight  g^ins  undi^r  thk 

9>.  Yol.  I.  ioBafidek 


■  /       -',,.•     I    '.    ■ 


iire]ghfy^^tbc))pirfmftM''dii«itntida(iiii  tB^sHi^iftimfe 
intiBt  hl^Te>  been  a  c<ittasder^le<iYioreii]enlBi0  iitrMk 
additional  nvunber  of  Pentiie^^  whidi  wa» 'tjaUM 
Hiftkitig  paymeiite  ad  sculatti.  .Two  tbircb^ oP l4i« 
Mm  were  petid  to  the'Rin^,  as^tbelwd  paraihoinbt 
of  the  right  of  Coitia^;  thd  tHber  third,  tiir^th* 
third  Penny,  as  it  w  called  in  the  Recofd,- Wlbnged 
to  Hugh  Gi^ntBtnaiwil, '  the  Viwcdows^^^  «ha^ 
WM  theootnnroil  projiortion.' •  i^  '  '"  >:  '^  "cf  en* 
'*^  The-  number  of  Mbnegpei^Ms  sometimes?  »j>eai>- 
fied  in.  this  Record,  thbugfa  not'f^tioedJiiii  1^6 
County.  It  i«  not  thery fdre  Wtertaiti  hoi;rtinimyi«»ejrfe 
established  in  Leicester  {»« the  retgn'^f  WHUjraoJ. 
dut  their  profits  imtst.have  been^cdiisid^dle^i^ 
tb«r  Jprivilegee ^great,'  to  feive  coa)pensatedl''<fe^Uhfc 
payment  of  so  large  a  sum.  The  Mittt,  it  lifay  h%it 
iitgcnoral  be  observed,  was  a  privileged  '^atfe^ij 
towns  where  Coining  was  allowed ;  and  the  MttfW- 
tsaii  sicm  -to  havci  been  te^nts  of  the  iS^itlg  in 
leapite,  aiid  to  have  had  the-  pt^Jyileges  of  SacS  6Wd 

^  ^^  As  we  receive  so  little  infiafrmifioti  fr6ix)  DdfteJ* 
4ay  Book  relative  to  th6  Milfit^  at  Lefei^«tijr/tHfe 
defect  is  to  be  m^e  i^'frotti  the€6itf^  th^msdv^i! 
"Before  the  time  bf  Athelstatt  otily  tWo  or  three 
places  of  Mintage  apffear  Yipoit  tli^*!$axbn'C6in^, 
4^xpre98ed  upon  some  of  the  types  6f  Egbert,  Ethel- 


cap.  Avii.  '  iwadox;'  nist;  tL^n.  vol  ii.  p. 

Maud,  it  is  said,  "  &  habeat  tertium  denarium  vicecomitatus  de 
placitis,  sicut  comes  hab^tb^debet  in^ebifiitatu  sqo.'*  [S^ldeo's 
Titles  of  Honour,  part  11.  cLap.  V.  §  X«] 


wvil|>hff  aud  Alfred.  These, arie  chiefly  presented -in 
ihe  form  9f  monograms*  And  though  the  types  df 
£4wi|rd  the  Elder  ^re  immerous^  no  Coin  of  that 
King  has  yet  opcurred  with  the  place  of  Mintage* 
But  during  the  reign  of  Jtlis  son  Atbslstan,  and  par- 
ticularly after  the  time  of  h.i$  talcing  upon  himself 
th|9  title  of  BRIT.  TO.  R£x.,  many  places  of  Mintage 
lippear  upon  his  Coins ;  and  it  is  certain  that  several 
JVIoneyers  were  fixed  at  Leicester  dumng  his  reign. 
Indeed,  it  is  very  probable  there  was  a  Mint  at  this 
place  long  before ;  yet  no  Coins  can  be  ascertained 
as  belonging  to  Leicester  till  that  period.  Very  f^w 
Towns  are  impressed  upon  the  Coins  of  his  two 
immediate  successors,  Edmund  and  Edred,  and,  I 
may  add,  those  of i  the  unfortunate  Edwy.  But  in 
the  laj^t  Coinage  of  Edgar  they  began  to  be  nu- 
l^ero^s  P.  .  However,  I  have  not  had  the  good,  foif* 
tune,  hitherto. to  see  one  Coin  certainly  struck  at 
Leicester  during  his  reign;  and  only  one  htas  oo  . 
curred  to.  me,  belonging  4:o  his  son  EdWard  the 
Martyr,  which  carries  with  it  the  least  probability 
of  baling  been  struck  at  Leicester.  The  legend  on 
the  head  side  is,  EEADFEA  .  REX  .  ANIiLO. ;  oft 
the  Reverse,  DANDRICD  CDO.  LIE*    But  as  I  am 

P  There  is  a  Coin  of  Edgar  in  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Southgate 
^bich  reads  on  the  Obverse  E ADEAR ;  on  the  Reverse,  M£L- 
DVSAN  LE.  There  are  three  others  in  the  British  Museum 
with  the  same  Obverse ;  the  Reverses  of  which  are,  iELFSTAN 
LE  3  FRODRE  .  mo  .  LE ;  and  BVRMOD  LE.  AU  of  which 
Moneyers  struck  Money  at  the  same  place,  which  might  be  Ches- 
ter as  well  as  Leicester.  The  type  of  these  Pennies  is  the  satne, 
with  the  small  Cross  on  oile  side,  and  on  the  other  a  Cross 
aiod  two  Annulets.*'  Res|)ecting  d  Coin  of  Eadmund^  which 
was  probably  struck  here,  see  the  list  of  Kings  who  coined  in 
this  Mint  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Southgate*^  Account. 


incltMd  to  think' thteinsciTititiott!  is  bluWderei* for 
LINE,  and  that  the  Coin  \vas  struck  at  Lincoln^  1 
have  not  engrared  it,  'Biit  after  Ethelred  11/ tfce 
Coins  of  the  Leioesteif  Miiit  ^rie  verjr  com  men ;  ana 
I  have  engraved  6ne  or  more  of  each  reign,  to  the 
time  of  Henry  II.  inclusive.  Here  the  series  of 
Leicester  Coins  must  be  closed;  at  least,  none  havfe 
fallen  under  the  notice  of  the  Antiquafy  after  this 
period  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Mintage  ceased 
with  the  demolition  of  the  Castle  in  II75  or  llj6.  , 
"  In  the  early  period  of  the  Saxon  Mintage  it  in 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  Coins  of  Leicester  ironi 
those  of  Chester,  as  the  names  of  both  were  theii 
nearly  similar.  In  this  uncertainty  I  have  given 
those  of  LIEDE,  LEDER,  LEHER,  &c.  to  Lei- 
cester, as  Chester  is  generally  Legecester,  without 
the  r  or  the  r.  However,  I  am  not  certain  that  I 
have  always  been  right,  as  some  of  the  inscriptions 
with  LED  or  LEDE  may  have  belonged  to  Lei- 
cester. 

"  After  the  time  of  Canute  there  is  no  difficulty, 
"  That  the  Mint  w^s  sitViated  near  the  North 
Bridge  (in  the  ParisH  of  St.  Leonard)  appears  Irom 
an  enumeration  of  the  possession^  of  the' Abbey  of 
St.  Mary  de  Pratis  :  *  Dedit  nobis  Fund^tor  noster, 
apud  pontem  de  North,  carucatam  terre,  que  jacebat 
olim  ad  cuneos  monete\"  ^  .        .  /  . 

q  £ssay  on  the  Mint  ( fit  i<eice»ter,  Nichols's  Leieesf^nsliiMw 
voL  I.  p.  xli.  The  ijc|forfQsition»  in  the* last  sentence,  irelative  to 
the  situation  of  the  Miut^  is  from.Dugdale's  Monasticon^  toI.  II. 
p.  308  5  whose  extract  i9  from  Novum  Rentale  Monasteril  B. 
Marie  de  Pratis  Leicestr\  .  [Laud's  MSS.  H.  72  in  the  BodleiaiK 
library.]  Dugdale*s  refi^reac^  to  the  Rentale  is  not  correct.-— 
The  Carucate  of  Land  j^  again  motioned  in  the  Confirmation 


'  i       I  I  • 
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BtdttHiftd:.!..  '  A'Coifi  of    EdwArd  tbib  Oonfesifdr^' 
ibis#€S8UiboiltheAev^fse'  Harold  I L 

'^i'Mlfewi,  y    *'       ^         Williaai  I. 
Efedg^  1-.  v\  .-1,,.    ..  xE^-      Williatn  II ;> 
Bttdwe&rd^ef  Ma#tyr — lb,  Henry  1% 
ftlNli'^fl.       '''-  .   iStephen,  and 

Gnut^ '       ^    ^      •   =  Henry  II.  ' 

"'V  LINCOLNSHIRE, 

'  f*    antiently  St.  Botulph,  or  St.Botulph's  Town. 
^4n  the. ninth  year  of  Edward  HI.  «n  Exchange 
ifiras-estabrrarhed  here/acciording  tothe  provisions  6f 
the  Statute  of  Money,  made  at  York  in  thfat  year  *l^ 

LINCOLN. 

t»<jFor  themcccmntof  the  Roman  and  Roman.-*Briti$b 
Qomagt  ber€^  I  shall  joopy  a  part  of  Mr.  Maurice 
Jiofansoi^s  Diseertation  on  the  Lincoln  Mint^  which 
HQEis.read  at  die  iGentlenian*s  Society  in  Spalding  ia 
the  year  1740.,.  >  - 

I .  ^^  The  jus  ^ud^ftdi,  being  a  royal  right,  properly 
hdo%ii^  to^oWreigns  only,  has  been  ever  thought 
to  .do  hondur  to  the  places  where  it  was  exercised^ 
as  wdl^as  to  he  of' profit  to  them.  It  was  thm^fq^ 
esteemed  and  desired  by  the  Cplonies,  and  indulged 
tQ  them  by  the^omaii  £Jmpecprs  ;  and  as  of  other 

Charter  of  this  Abbey  by  Heniy  IL   '  [Ciirt.  10  E.  in.'iiij  2.  n.  X 
l)€ritispek.M6nhaticott;VoIi'ni'p.13!4'.J   kku  ;,/..!. 
r  Clause 9  EJIIite:V  d^.    Rjnnfer;  lVi^j668,  ^ 
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frequently  find  on  the  Exergue  of  several  Empemori 
Coins  characters  deootlAg  the  place  and  ajwdbdr  Jf 
th&  Officers  oC  the  Minbj   '  $..  v^«  >.  /for  sigto«iliifrt>is^ 

percussum,  (nUUiiaina  «3)  u^hV^^U^^M  i»».  MONVTAiJL.; 
which  we  niay  nswelU  /if  not  with  greater  tf  ntlii  iwd 
propriety,  apply  to  those  coined  at  the  most  «jcitij^ 
City  and  Colonjt  of  Lincob  as^t  l^y.othfl'iplMti 
I  was  the  jSrst,wbo  cbifined  the  honour  (^  |ti9|3[i.'f9g|| 
my  native  County >i>^  Q^y  Decennium  Carausii  j& 
Allecti,  1710,  and  had  the  allowance  of  the  fL.fiar4^ 
Those  with  l.  only,  or  with  ln..  might  he  struck 
either  at  our  own  City,  Lincoln)  Linilum,  as  Ptolo- 
mey,  Antoninus,  and,  the /Roman  Writers  generally 
caUiit;-.  015  at  LobdHii|in,.i|$  T^Cites  t)l)i/9  ^^fi^onia 
]/>ndin^nisium,  mentiooed  in  the  Copiu^il  oi^r^m** 
Qr  those,  Monies  might  be  .mad(?,  at  ;fcpfffl<Mi,,»o? 
Lyonsi  in  FraQce,  Londir>i  y^^l  Lvigdyn^^  ^i^t.tho^ 
with  L.  c*  were  (as  I  humbly  conceive)  certainly 
coined  at  our  Lincoln,  called  by  Ravennas  Lindum 
Colonie,  in  that  noble  and  spacious  Mint>  the 
stately  remains  whereof  being  as  part  c^  the  (^  City 
of  I;.incoIn,  within  it, 'and  the  oldest- Castle  walls 
under  which  it  stood  for  better  security^  made  of 
Roman  materials  and  workmanship,  to  this  /day 
there  commonly  called  The  Mint  Walls,  which  that 
ingenious  Member  of  this  Society,  Mr/Sam\fel  Budc, 
Engraver,  has  perpetuated  by  an  exact  draught  and 
engraving  thereof  on  a  ck^pper  plate^  published  as  a 
specimen  and  for  his  Proposals  of  Subscripticm  to 
his  Surveys  of  Ruins  of  Casiles,  Abfteys,  ^c.  through 

t  I  cannot  find  these  lett^fs  i^niany  Co}o>>  either  of  CmiasiQ^ 
or  Allectus,  in  thePtal^i  ofGf^ri^^  :Si^4ff$.f>K K^W^J- 


all  Eagknd  HKid  Wake.  ThesdwaU^  whieh  aH'* 
close  a  large  i^ce  of  ^ound,  \0ere  very  thick  and 
high,  and  outwardfy'had  no  apertuves,  and  weredk* 
wotly  under  the  West  Fortlett, .  or  Keep  of  the  Cas-^ 
tie  of  Lineoln ;  so  that  nothing  could  be  better  eoflh- 
trived  or  situated  for  atrength  or  security,  bey^Md 
which  the  City  itself  extended  down  the  hill  to  > the 
rirer  Wythaoi' V  »U  which  I  hsive  seen  several  tioies, 
andi  compared  with  Bnck«  print ". 

^'  Though  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  some 
of  the  British  Coins,  and  of  the  earliest  Imperial 
Coins  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  land  also  of  Claudius, 
and  other  Princes  %  which  appear  to  the  curious  in 
Coins  not  to  be  of  Roman  workmanship,  but  made 
out  of  Rome^  or  by  foreign  workmen,  found  here 
Hy ^'ploughing  or  digging x,  might  be  struck*  or 
toinedtn  this  very  Mint;  though,  being  before  the 
practice  of  denoting  the  place  of  the  Mint  on  the 
Esergue  or  Field  of  the  Coin  took  place  or  began^ 
we  find  nothing  to  ascertain  the  particular  place  of 
their  Coinage,  which,  from  the  mean,  wretched 
draught  or  designing,  and  poor  execution,  the  work* 
manship, '  the  little  resemblance  of  the  £mperor*s 
countenance  whose  9t^)erscription '  they  bear  round 
them,  and  the  •*  br  rather  Celtic  ease  of  uha* 

u  Grose  6ays>  a  lif  Ue  Uy  th^  West  of  Newport  Gate  is  an  |sol^ 
Wall  called  the  Mint  Wall,  said  to  be  Roman.  It  is  sixty-t)iree 
feet  long,  about  thirty  high,  and  three  and  a  quarter  thick,  with 
five  layers  of  Roman  brick  between  the  stones.  [Antiquides,. 
article  Newport  Gate,  Lincoln.] 

X  «  Battely  60.    Baxter  15S," 

7  Here  I  have  omitted  the  names  of  several  persons  who  aje 
said,  to  have  possessed  such  Coins,  of  whotn  Mr.  Jbfai^ixm  hlo^ 
iselftsone.  "'   "  .  - '      « 

a  This  break  stands  tlius  ia  the  printedeopy. 
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meters  6n  tHeil-  Reu^rtes,  sra  KeMiiall]f  fO/Xkd  or 
darned  Co1ot)}r  Piecdsu  But  to  ctnne  toi  grwtt^r 
certainty^  amd  what  amounMs  with  me^  foit  the  rean 
Scm^  befc^e  assigned,  to  a  proof  -  of '  those  Pieoes 
bfeing  doined  h^ve  (let  them  have  been  fouiid. any 
\ftiere,)  are  the  letters  on  the  Exergoes  denoting  a$ 

m\leh."       '••  :.'.»..' 

•He  theft  gives  a  List,  from  bis  own  Ooltefetionv 
of  Coins  with  the  aboTe>mentiened  initials  'OfMm 
them.   •'      '   •  '      ,  \    '-       :.  :. 

They  are  of    -       •      •  !  .  *      .       '         t  !,♦ 

Carausius,  ConstantinBS,  jnti«        ^  t 

All^tus,  '  Constanttiis,      ' 

Maximianas,  '^  and   '  "     > 

Cbnstantinus^  '  Magnentius  •.     ' 

From  this  time  the  Mint/  if  it  efter  really  existed,- 
must  have  fallen  into  total  disube,  from  which' it  did 
not  recover  even  in  the  reigh  of  ^thielsKan^  when 
the  Coinage  was  regulated,  and  various  Mints  were 
either  first  established  or  tenewed,  *     "  •' 

The  earliest  Coin   which   can   be  appropciafted 
with  certainty  to  this  place  was  struck  by  Eadgafr; 
ifter  whom  the  following  Monarchs'coinied  herfe:  " 
'  Eadweard  the  Martyr,     Harthacnut,  -> 

iEthelred  II.  Fdward  the  Confessor,  • 

Cnut,  and 

Harold  I.  Harold  It.     '  ' 

• 

a  Maurice  Johnson  on  the  Mint  at  Lincoln.  Account  of  the 
Geiitleman*s  Society  at  Spalding,  BiU,  Topog.  Brit.  No  XX.  p.  56\ 
This  Memoir  by  Mr.  Johnson  abounds  in  words,  nearly  in  the 
same  proportion  as  it  is  deficient  in  proof. 

Dr.  Stukeley  mentions,  two  Coins  of  Constantine,  in  his  pos- 
session, with  p.  L.  c.  [percussa  Lindi  Coloniae]  in  the  Exergue. 
Medallick  History  of  Carausius,  part  I.  pp.  276  and  277. 
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Iii:I>C)iD99da3^  Jbob^l  laTrMffffdrd,  that  at  tfie-tiiiid 
of  making  that  Survey  this  place  bad  increased 'VO^y 
considerably  in  iniportttii0e.  In  the  reign  ofi  Ed- 
wttrd .  the^MConfesflior  it  paid  td  the  King '  twi9iity 
Ktundi,  and  to  the  Earl  ten  •  Poondsi  But  wh^n 
that  'Record  was  oompijed  it  paid  one  handmd 
Pouoob  equally  between  the  King  and  the  Earl; 
^hfit  the. Mint  paid  at  the  foroidr  periiod  is  Mil 
iMntioitcd ;  but  at  the  latter  it  paid  aeventy-^fivfe 
Founds  \  a  larger  sum  than,  as  far  as  the  testimony 
of  Domesday  Book  extends^  was  paid  by  any  other 
Mint* .  '  •  '  ;  1 

At  that  time  Alumd^  nephew  to  Thurald^  *had 
three  Tofts  de  ti^ra  Sybi,  which  the  King  gaTe  feo 
hiiin«<  la  thc^t.he  had  all  customi^  eotoept  the 
KiagV.Ta;&.forMoneyage=^.    '  •    i'a- - 

i  *WiUiam  L  ooined  here  ;  as  did  likewise      j  u.  m 
,  .Wiil^m  II.     ..  .  Stephen,  and.  '  \  r^?. 

,     .»     JHi^ncy ,L   '  »     Henry  11.  » 

In  the  first  or  second  year  of  Richard  I.^  IIS19  or 
hl9f>9  the  Citizens  of  Lincoln  had  aGrant^of  this 
privilege,  amongst  others^  that  th^  should  tioti  be 
obliged  to  plead  out  of  their  own  City,  exeeplf  m 
pleas  of  foreign  tenures  ;  but  the  Mone3^r6  and  the 
King*9  OflSeers  were  excepted  in  this  Grant  ^.  r    • 

King  John;  m  his  ninth  year,  12085  commanded 
the  Moneyers,  &c.  of  this  City,  in  common  with 
those  of  several  others^  to  attend  his  commands  at 
Westminster?. 

Henry  III.  struck  Money  in  this  Mint.  ;  On  his 

^  Domesday  Book,  vol.  1.  folia  336.  b.  c  id.  '        ^ 

d  Cart.  Antiq.  F.  n.  \6»  N.  ^0.    Brady  on  Burghs>  Appendix^ 
p.  40. 
^  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint. 


others- Niooii^-  i  -^'i^  -^j^iq  ruli  f^r^L'f^.  Jiii  :  '^r'Myi,,/n  «. 
o JEdiward  K  ahd  colnecbliemj^  t  i  J  ^'  /i '^  r  f»n 
liMr.  Jotbiuon:  thinks  ft^^  bighlypifobable' thai  the 
Mhvt  here  beciax»e;.in'<)ki^iliaTliuimed^  within  4^^ 
jiBwdicdoncof  ^Su  Martin  ildoei^^r^^^  m  thie^CitifJ; 
foviUeyotid  it,  ^Eastwiird,  Bisbop^Remigitis; 'when'  he 
dBheraniiied'^to  rbuildt  bis  Gathedi^t  Ci3huti^  lifuSi. 
Mary  in^tlHs'iDity,  'aiM^  iKdmoved'his^ See; hither,  <tiot 
kmg^afler  iixB  Noriiiafi  Gonquest^  and  the  Injdfnotion 
orKingiWilliamJ^'ior  tbait  ^inrpose^^uf^afied  pait 
of  the  possessions  of  the  Canons  of  the  most  antieitt 
Church  of  St.  Martin,  the  ^steeple  whereof  was^  re^ 
builtin  J 740,  and  thefabrick  then  repairing  ;  owr 
the  iSootb  door  whereof,  6¥i>ati  ample  square  Y^g 
stone,  much  defaced  or  worn- Asrt  by  tbeweatbet^^^^H^ 
injuries  of  time,  is  this  Sculpture, nowin  \ow  t^Hivo, 
as  I  then'  toofo  a  Sketch  of  it  on  rfie  &pot,'*^dy  31. 
"  It  represents  the  Emperor  with  a  ^nimbus  or 
oircje  of  glory  round  his  head,  signifying  bid  divi- 
nity, or  majel^ty,  holding  his  globe  of  empire  iti  hife 
right  ha«id,  and  the  imperial  eagle  or  ^herf  df 'the 
sceptre  in  his  l^ft,  with  his  Master  of  tfce- Mint'  tt 
Monetarius  of  Lincoln^  and  man  att^nditig'  With  the 
sportula,  spovella,  or  square  box,  used  to  rycerve  the 
new^coined  Money  at  the  Mint  ^ ,  and  for  bongiaries 
of  the  Emperors  at  their  largesses- or  donaticms  to 

f  ''  He  flourished  in  the  time  of  Maximiis  and  Victor  his  son, 
Psurpers,  and  was  famous  for  opposing  their  punishing  heresy 
tirith^dfedth,  atidtvas  \tk  so  grelit  fevbur  MfitHthd  fifrst' Chriitians 
liere  as  to  have  Churches  dedicated  to  him." 

S  He  who  would  find  all'lheae  things  in  the  engraving  o>f  this 
st4S«io  mulst  '^  '    rr    '  M      , 

''  purge  with  Euphrasie  and  Rue 
.  ^^  Th^  visual  nerve,  for'  he  ha3;mstfch*tci  ^fe/' " 


304  «iA|m».aPrMttar9  AMB   EXCHAfVG£S 

the  people,  before  pooiiebi  or  even  purses  were  in 
use^  sometimes  called  Tessora  ^. 

^'  There  appears  not  any  circumstance  in  this 
Saint's  life  or  legend  \  that  this  Sculpture  can  allude^ 
to,  as  I  apprehend  ;  therefore  I  conclude,  that  when 
this  Church  was  first  built  by  Paulinus,  this  stone 
might  be  brought  from  the  old  Roman  Mint  Office, 
but  a  sqiall  distance  bffy  and  fixed  up  in  the  South 
w«ll  of*  this  Church,  whereto  the  Mintage  was  de- 
volved, as  a  proper  decoration  or  ornament ;  Jhr  €is 
their  Mint  was  then  become  within  their  jurisdiC'- 
tion\  and  upon  the  land  of  this  Church,  perhaps 
this  rude  piece  of  sculpture,  as  it  now  seems^  might 
relate  thereto.  The  instrument  under  the  Emperor's 
rtgm'^rm,  representing  the  square  box,  or  sportuia, 
wli^in  tiew-coined  Monies  are  put  at  several  Mint 
OiSUes  to  this  day ;  and  such  are  still  used  by  the 
Churchwardens  of  Spalding;  and  several  other 'pa- 
risbes^  to  collect  charity  for  Briefs  in  Churches.'** 

,.    ECCLESIASTIC AL,. 

.It  13  g^i^erally  agreed,  that  the  Pennies  with  the 
iiamei:>f  St  Martin  on  ojae.side,  and  with  that  of 
this  City  on  the  other,  were  struck  here ;  but  by 
whom,  at  what  period,  or  on  what  occasion j  has 
never  beea  discovered"'.  - 

f 

^  "See  Godwin,  III.  c.  36,  199.  Du  Choul,  de  Religione  vet. 
Rom^l52.  Oysellius;' 

i  '*  See  it  in  Legenda  Aurea,  &  in  Ecclesia  sibi  dedicata  iQ. 
Civ.  Eboraci,  in  Gent's  History  in  Conyng  Street  there,  1730, 
p.  173." 

k  Thus,  as  the  imagination  warms,  that  which  a  little  before 
was  only  highly  probable,  becomes  a  fact  on  which  an  hypothesis 
is  founded. 

1  BibliothecaTopographicaBritannica,  No XX.  p. 60. 

»  See  Anglo-Saxon  Coins,  Plate  XII. 
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TORCKSET. 

A  Coin  of  Aethelred  II.  with  tvrc  on  the  Re- 
verse, was  probably  struck  at  Torcksey,  in  this 
County,  as  it  appears  from  the  Saxon  Chronicle, 
under  the  year  13  73,  that  the  name  of  that  place 
was  written  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  Tupcep^e. 

WAINJLBBT. 

A  Penny  of  Henry  II.  has  WiiXN  on  thq.ReiiEerse; 
probably  struck  in  this  Mint^« 

MIDDLESEX. 

LONDON. 

•  ■ 

Some  Antiquaries  (reasoning  Uom. ]/(rohaldliHes, 
and  even  possibilities^  up  to  GertainiiesJ  have  per- 
suaded themselves,  and  have  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade others,  that  there  must,  of  necessity,  have 
been  a  Mint  here  during  the  cpntinuance  of  the 
Romans  in  this  Island. 

Thus  Dr.  Milles  says,  ^*  there  might  be,  and  pro- 
bably was,  a  Mint  in  London  during  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  for  the  Coinage  of  Copper  at  least,  if 
not  for  Silver  also.** 

"  The  Tower  of  London  was  iindoubtedly  the 
capital  fortress  of  the  Romans ;  it  was  their  Treor- 
sury  as  well  as  their  Mint.''^ 

Camden,  in  his  Remains,  proceeds  a  step  further, 
and  not  only  informs  us  of  the  existence  of  a  Roman 
Officer  of  the  Mint  here,  but  also  produces  the 
Legend  of  a  Coin,  which,  could  the  Coin  itself  be 
produced,  would  set  the  question  at  rest  for  ever. 

n  Archceologia,  vol.  XVIII.  p.  6. 
o  Archteologia>  vol.  V.  p.  295. 

VOL.  IV.  X     ' 
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He  says,  ^^  Constantinje,  9f  it  seemed,  erected  a 
Mint  at  London ;  for  we  have  seen  a  Copper  Coin 
of  his  with  p.  LONp.  &.^  implying  Pecunia  Londini 
Signata ;  and  there  was  an  Officer,  as  Treasurer  of 
this  Mint  at  Londoq,  called  Prcepositus  Thesauro- 
rum  Augustensium ;  for  London  was  called  Augusta 
in  the  declining  state  of  the  Empire."? 

For  the  appointment  of  this  great  Officer  of  the 
Mint  Camden  gives  no  authority ;  therefore,  respect- 
ing him  and  his  office,  implicit  confidence  may, 
without  offence,  be  withheld. 

As  to  what  he  declares  himself  to  have  seen,  I 
must  observe.(vyithout  inttjnding  the  least  disrespect 
to  that  truly -great;"  man)  that  the  Medallists  of  bis 
time  were  m  the  habit  of  admitting  into  their  cabi- 
nets Coins  in  so  corroded  ^nd  imperfect  a  state,  that 
whatever  an  Aritiquary  wished  to  read  upon  them 
might  oe  read  with  at:  least  as  much  facility  as  the 
real  legend. 

Every  one  who  has  beeij  accustomed  fo  the  pe- 
rusal of  Coins  so  eroded,  or  of  Manuscripts  mucb 
defaced,  must  have  experienced  with  what  e^se  l^e 
has  deceived  himself,  whenever  he  has  determined 
what  the  reading  must  be,  previously  to  bis  e^jLf  mi- 
nation  of  the  original. 

'To  some  error  of  this  kind  I  can  readily  ascribe 
the  above  legend,  as  I  cannot  even  suspect  such  ^a 
man  as  Camden  of  intentional  deceit,  The  Coiftis 
not  at  this  time  known  to  exist  in  any  Cabinet. 

Dr.  Stukeley  ha?  ascribed  to  this  Mint  a  Coin  of 
Carausius,  which  he  conjectures  to  refer  to  the^  first 
earning  of  that  Emperor  to  London;  he  honestly', 

p  Remains^  article  Money,  p;333. 
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however,  informs  his  Reikders  that  Banduu  supposes 
it  to  relate  to  his'  first  coming  to  Rome''.  Otljer 
Coins  of  this  Mint  are  described  by  him  in  the 
pages  referred  to  below';  where  .may  be, found 
divers  delectable  visiooa-^f  tjie  Collejge  of  Twenty- 
one,  of  its  various  Office'?!  aid  of  the  occasions, 
and  the  very  days,  upon  which  the  Corns  were 
struck  ;  the  whole  of  which  depend  tppn  the  lettpr 
L,  which  Dr.  Stukeley  interprets  London.  Gene- 
brier,'  who  seems  to  have  been  9  much  more  sibber 
Antiquary,  does  not  attempt  to  explain  the  letters 
in  the  Exergue. 

On  evidence  such  as  this  is  founded  the  existence 
6f  a  Mint  in  London  during  the  Roman  Government 
of  this  Island.  ,    ^    ' 

The  first  authentick  Coin  yet  discovered  which 
can  with  certainty  be  appropriated  to  this  Mint  is  a 
Peony  of  iElfred  the  Great,  which  beprs  op'' the 
Reverse  londonia  in  a  n 

92S.     In  the  famoiis  S  1 

first  regulated  the  Mints 

was  allowed  eight  Money  1 

any  other  place  was  pernr 

l^is  Mint  had  therefo  ■ 

degree  of  pre-eminence;,  but  at  what  period  it,  be- 
came paramount,  or  when  it  was  first  placed  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  I  have  not  b^n  able  to  discover. 
Money  of  his  Coinage  still  exists. 

<l  Hedallick  History  of  Cafaiisius  frart  l!  p.  ?l'.     - ' 

'  Id.  pp.  75,  85,  96,  111,  113,  114,  l"lS,  116,  II7,  IW,  147, 
164,  167, 180, 191,  19S,  193, 194,  197.  210,  2S6, 228,  244,  245, 
255,  258,  267 ;  and  Part  11.  p.  196. 

•  See  Saxon  Coins,  Plate  XV.  N"  6—9. 

t  Leges  Arig,  Sax.  p.  59. 
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» 

There  is  a  Coin  of  Eadmund  L  which  reads  on 
the  Reverse  lonjw^  but. I  canr^ot  ascertain  that  it 
was  struck  here  ^« 

Eadwig  coined  ia  thi^  Mint ;.  as  did,^lso 
Eadgar,  Harold  L 

.£adweard  th^  Martyi;^       Harthacnut, 
j^lthelred  IL  Edward  the  Qonfessor,  and 

Cnut,  Harold  U. 

This  Mint  is  not  noticed  in  Domesday  Book^ 
though  many  Coins  of  William  I.  still  remain. 

William  1,1..  al^o  struck  Money  here ;  and  so  did 
Henry;!.,  Stepheij^  and  Henry  H.,  in  whose  14th 
year,  ihj^.Moi^eyers.iyiid  to  an  Aid  for  marrying  the 
King's  davighter  iq  the  following/ proportions ; 
Achjjird  oni^  hundred  jShillings,  Lefwine  Besant  five 
Mark$r.  Ailwipe  Finch  two  Marks,  with  others^. 

Ic^  the  .first,  yi^ar  of  John,  HQOi  wheq  the  Citizens 
of  Lwdqn,  Ji^  ^  grant,  from  the  King,  of  the  "pH* 
vilege  of  not  being  impleaded  out  pf  their  City, 
>f]Lcep^  )h}  picas  of  foreign  tenures,  tl;ie  Mon^yers 
and  QtheiTS  ^he  King's  servants  were  excepted*. 
.  In  the  fouirth  year  of  the  same  King,  1202,  Guy 
de  Voq  stoo^  chargecj  with  mlxvi/.  viij^.  iiijrf.  for 
the  Ferpa  Qf  the  Cambium y  of  London  for  the  time 

tt  It  is  probably  a  blundered  Coin. 
'    «  M%.  Hbt.  14  H.  I^  Rot.  1.  a.  Lund.  &  Midd.   Madox^  Hist. 
ExcU  vol.  1.  p.  589. 

^  Cart.  Antiq.  C.  n.  20^  N,«18.;,  Brady  on  Buv^hs^  Appendix, 
P,  43. 

y  The  Latinity  of  that  time  is  so  Void  of  precision  that  it  ift^iot 
possible  always  to  be  certain  of  the  exact  meaning  of  this  term, 
which  is  sometimes  used  for  the  Exchange,  at  others  for  tlie  Mint, 
and  even,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  for  both  those  oMces  together. 
In  the  following  entry  of  the  date  of  the  13th  of  Henry  III.  it 
should  seem,.by  the  mention  of  the  Dies^  to  mean  the  Mint. 
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.  mentioned  in  the  Roll  of  the  first  year  of  the 
King*:  ■"  ■"  '  •'/'"- 

In  the  year  1208  the  ivtbrieyers,  &e.  of  this  Mint, 
toffelher  with  those  of  divers  others,  were  ordered  to 
attend  at  Westmirisfer,*  in  the  Quinzime  of  St. 
Denys,  to  receive  the  King's  commands*. 

1221.  A  considerafcle  Goiiiage  being  about  to 
bb  executed  in. the  sixih  year  of  Henry  III.,  the 
following  persops  were  sworn  in  the  Court  of  Exche* 
quer,  on  the  morrow  of  Ash-Wednesday  :  llger, 
and  three  others,  as  Custodes  Monetae  of  the  City 
of  London ;  Adam  Bihrid,'  ^nd  seven  others,  Cus* 
todes  Cuneorum  ;  Micbaeide  St.  Helen,  Reparatpr 
Cuneorum;  and  Robert  cfe 'Grettone,  and  Geffrey 
de  Frowe,  As4ayers.  Oh  the  same  day  eight  Dies 
for  round  Hal fpbrinre^  an3  Fafrthings,  and,  in  a 
short  time  aift'erWardS,  eight  more  for  Pennies,  and 
eight  for  Halfpennies,  arid  the's^me  number  for 
Farthings,  over  and  abov^  th)^^e%ht  firtt  mentioned, 
'were  delivered  to  the  same  per^6ns^.'  ' 

122^.  In  or  about  liis  13th  year,  Henry  III. 
committed  to  Richard  Reingei;' ftie  Cambium  or 
Mint  iifi  this  Ciiy^  and  lii  CSlntei^biiry,  with  the 
Dies  and  appurteriarides,  together  witH  Mctccxx/. 
x^.  viij^i.  paid  to  him  by  the  band  of  AlefxariBer  de 
J)orsete^  to  negociate  tber^wf ittv ,.  Jlic|iard  jyas  to 
hold,  from.  Midkiftt  in  ;tbe  713th  j^fir,  ..for  th^  lerm 
of  four  years ;  and  to  render  to  the  King  iy early  ijcc 
Marks.  Provided  that  Ihe'  Kiri^  ivas  tb  hitVe  the 
Mccccxx/.  x^v  viij«?.  at  the  end  pf  the  four  years; 

«  Mag.  Rot.  4  Joh.  Rot.  t.  b.  Lond.  and  Midd.    Madox^  Hi3t. 
Exch.  vol.  II.  p.  1S3. 
*  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint, 
h  Memor.  6  H.  III.  Eot.  3.  b.  Madox>  Hbt,  Exch,  vol.  11.  p.  BY* 
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and  that  Ricttajrd  should  give  to  tl*e  King  securjtjr 
that  he  woulil  safely  jkeep  the  sard  Cambium  in  the 
meantime,  accorqing  to  the  Assize  of  the  Cambium  ; 
and  th^t  at  the  ^nd  of  the  tprm  he  would  answer 
t<>  the  K.jng,  as  w^U  for  th^  ^aid  annual  sum  of  dqc 
Marts,^a8  likewise  for  jother  Monies  which  he  should 
i^ea^ve  with  the  Cambium.  And  the  Constable  of 
the'Tpwer  of Xondop  was  commanded  to  take  secur 
Tiiy '  of  the  sai^  Richard  for  tjie  purposes  abover 
mentioned,  and  to  certify  to  the  King  the  nacqes  of 
those  who  would  give  security  for  the  performance 
4  «)venants'. 

Term,  ;i24,3,  Qtho  Fitz  William 

the  Barons    of    the  ,  Exchfqijet 

Idsmith,  to  he  Makei  and  Cutter 

the  Feast  of  the  Purification  ^.  i 

1245.     I'wo  years  afjer  this,  Wiltiaw  Harcl^ll 

rf^ndered  a^  account,  as  Cu^tos  of  .the  Cambium  of 

Loiidon  and  Canterbury,  for  eight  years  six  w^ks. 

apd  thrpe  days  past     That,  is,  from  the  Feast  of 

St.  Peter  in'Catliedra  in  the  22d  year  to  the  eighth 

day,of -Apr;il  in  the  3i9^^  y^^-     He  accounted  for 

871/.  6*.  l6d.  for  the  issues  of  this  Cambium  for 

the  first  year;  fof  ^8/.  7«.  gd.  for,  the  second  y^r; 

and  for  539/.  8s.  3d.  for  the  third  year ;  and  s(>  fpr ; 

pUler'suali  fefl'thfe  rest  of  the  years  ^    :     <  .:' 

f  J/bte-  Rat.  l^.BflU.  til.  LxMidoaAiu:)  Middilseissa.   Madox, 
HfatEwb.  Tol.II.p.  133.  '  \ 

4  IflicfL  C^mmnu.  ^  |j.,llf,  R9t.  f  3..,  1^^,  Hi^^  ^ti<^- 

Toj.a'p..^.,  .  „    ,..„,  ,..;.,..-,,,.,      ...  . 

«  Mag.  Rpt.  S?  H,  lU:-  Bot.  uIt.3.,Ri.  I  and,«.    Mado:^  H^,  ,- 
Excb.  vol.  II- Jf.  13^.     See  the  ac^unt  fbr.^fuitfjrb^r^  im^er  ^i^. 
HisUayof  tbaJMint.  ,  |IV<|*teQf  LtMs  Itecot^ii^ttie.SStiiyeajr;. 
does  not  agres  witb  that  )>f  f  be  Afrcouat,  w^icb  ^  gf^.  u>  ^t^ 
totbeSthdayof  ApriJin  theSOtbyear. 


\    ' 
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In  1 247  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London  were 
commanded^  that  by  the  oath  of  twelve  good  men  of 
their  City  they  should  choose,  one,  de  proprioribns  & 
legalibus,  of  their  said  City,  to  be  iUe  Ring's  Custos 
Cunei,  in  the  room  of  Walter  le  f  lemeng  deceased, 
and  to  bring  him  before  the  Barons  of  the  Exche- 
que^  on  the  morrow  of  the  close  of  l^^ster  ^  And 
John  Hardel)  being  accordingly,  elected,  and  pre- 
sented before*  the  Treasurer  and  Barons,  Jby  the 
Sheriffs  of  London,  was  there  sworn,  and  admitted 
into  the  said  office  s. 

1248.  In  the  3ad  year,  Riphard  BopaVentiire 
was  presented  in  ^the  Exchequer  by  the  M^iydr  and 
Sheriffs  of  London,  as  Assayer  of  this  Mint,'  and* 
Walte*-  de  Mora  as  Custos  Cun^ofum,  iaa  custodi-- 
endds  Cuneos  5  and  both,  being  sworn„  were  ad- 
lijitted  io  their  respective  biflSces^ 

1'249.  John  Juvenal,  elected  by  the  ]Vf  a'yor  arid^ 
Citizens  of  London  to  be  peeper  of  the  IVIini,  was^ 
sworn  and  admitted  at  the!  fixcheqiier^  in  the  33d  ^ 
year  of  this  reign  *.  =  . 

By  a  Writ  directed  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exqhe- ' 


'  f  Hil.  Commrln.  31  H.  til.  Rot!  5.  a.    Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vdl;  - 

n.p.  88:  ■  '  '  . '  '  :i^ 

S  Psis.  Commun.  SI  H.IIL  Eat.  S.b.    Mddfxxi  H\$t  BxxihXi, 
to).  II.  p.  88. 

^  fefe'.  Commun.  33  H.  III.  ttot.  8.  b.    Madox,  Hist.  !^xck 
vol.  H.p.  88.  .'      ^ 

^  mirnor.  33  H.  HI.  Rot.  4.  a.  Mad6k,  Hist.  Excb.  vol.  II.  p. 
89.  Madox  here  translates  elecius  ad  Custodiam  Cunei  by  *^  cho* 
sen'  Keeper  of  the  Mint  )*'  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  Cuneus 
in' this  place  mean^  Miiit^  or  only  a  singfe  Die.  See  the  next  ' 
year,  an^d  also  Canterbury  Mint>^  under  the  year  1S56>  when  ^ 
threie  dtfferfent  persons  had  «^th  a  Grant  of  the  custody  of  a  sdngk 
Die.  *''  ^  ■•"'"'    ."'  • '    •  .•    - 
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qu6r,  dated  in  the  35th  year  of  the  iting,  l«5ij 
Jotin  Silvester,  Keeper  of  the  King's  Mint,  was 
allowed  two  Shillings  per  diem  for  his  6*penses  out 
of  the  said  Mint,  so  long  as  iie  should  coiitintie  in 
thatoffTceK  . 

In  1255  William  de  Gloucester  had  a  Gfiant  of 
that  Die  which  Richird  db  SI.  Albans  befofe  heltd  in 
the  King's  Mint  ih  London;  to  hold  by  the  said  Wit 
liam  during  life  ^. 

125ff.  In  the  following  year  the  Barotis  of  the 
Exchequer  were  impowered  to  farm  the  Dies  of  the 
Kihg*s  Mint  atLdndon^  and  to  take  a  fine  upon  en» 
tering  iiito  the  same,  ftir  the  King's  benefit "». 
'  By  isi  "^rit  which  was  directed,  in  the  course  of 
th^heit  year,' 1257,  to  the  Motieyers,  Clerks,  and 
all  others,  appointed  to  the  Mint  and  Exchanges 
throughout  England,  it  was  notified  that  John  de 
Somerkett  the  Kihg's  Clerk  (who  had  been  ap- 
pointed Keeper  of  the  king's  Cambium  »  through- 
out England  during  pleasure)  being  ab<iat  to  go 
s^broad  with  a  message  from  the  King,  had  therefore 
committed  the  custody  of  the  ^aid  Cambium  tb  Wil- 
liam de  Gloucester,  the  King's  Goldsmith  of  Lon- 
don, who  was  to  account  to  the  King  for  the  same. 
And  thje  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  were  commanded 
to  receive  his  oath,  and  to  give  him  custody  of  the 
office  **.    . 

In  the  year  1264  Thomas  Fitz  Oto,  or  Otho,  came 

k  Memor.  35  H.  III.  Rqt.  7-  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  II. 
p.  W4. 

1  Pat.  39  H.  III.  m.  8.  ni  Pat.  40  H.  Ill,  m.  14. 

n  Cambium  in  this  place  should  seem^  tp  ^ean  both  Mint  and 
Exchange. 

o  F^.  41  H.JII.  m.  1. 


before tb^j^ing  (thep^Actu^JLy  pi;q^nt)  rW.l^e  1^^- 
chequer/ ,and  the^  QaroQ;|,  ancl, , petitioned  i^at  tfa^ 
broken  Dies  of  the  Mint?  of  London^  wl^iph  wer? 
in  the  Treasury,  should,  be  dehvered  tp/hitn,  9fl-^ 
pertaining  to  him  by  right  and  inheritance^  an^l  i^lfi^ 
his  ancestors  had  been  aoci^stom^^d  4o  ^ve.  .  ,i 
.    The  King^  having  eji^mined  ariid  fqui^d,  hisr^lli^- 

tioos  to  be  true,  com mandfid  the  said  Dies  to  b^  <Jk- 

•  "      .*'    •     »'      ,    '-     '•-«? 

livered  to  him  ^.  r 

1268' or  1269.  About,  four  yeare^  af|er  this,,  the 
said  Thonpas  came  before  tl^e  Barons^^  ,on  the  /^i^^- 
day  next  after  the  Feast  of  St  Hillaf y^  ^ncf  presented 
Ralph  le  Blund  to  jth^  office, pfEngray^}'  ^^-^^ 
King's  Dies,  ivho  was  ado^itted  on  tt)e  ^an^^  da^^t  and 
took  the  oath  for  the<iue  performance  of  t;hat  office'. 
1372  or  1273.  In  the  first  ypar  of  Ed\yfird  I., 
Bartholomew  de  Castell  was  allowed;  the  ^ag^Siof 
the  Money ers,  Exchangers,  Asfijayers,  »^c.  ir^  )^s 
A(;doui)t.  of  the  Miijt  of  CaBteybuiy.  for*  tne  .56th 
year  of  Henry  III.  •  .  .      ^   ,    / 

And  in  1973  or  the  following  year  he,  sis.  Keeper 
of  ithe  Cambium  of  London/presented,  on  the  fourth 
(day  of  June,  Bartholopiew  de  Braunceptre  to  te 
Assayer  of  the  Money  in  the  said  Cambium  ;  who 
was  then  admitted^  after  ^  haying  takeQ|  the  .  us|^al 
oath*. 


P  Here  Cambium  is  clearly  the  Minit. 

q  Hil.  Commun.  49  H.  tit  Rot.  6.b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exck.  vol. 
ILj).  11.        .  .^ 

r  Mich.  Commuhi  52  incipien.  53  H.  III.  Rot.  5.  b.  Madox> 
Hist.Exich^yol.  II.p.89. 

»  Madbx,  Hist.  iExcli.  H.  907.    Memor.  1  E.  J.  Rot.  6.  h. 

t  Memor.  1  and  2  E.  t.^Rbt.8.  a.  Madox^  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  U. 
p.  90. 


$14  FlJiCEr  OF 'BiiKTS  AWD   £XeHAI«1$£« 

_  •  ■  ^ 

:  On  the>17thio£May,  in^the  seventli  ytar  of  the 
nt^me  lSang9l2J&i^ihfe  Dies. f<^r  the  new  Money  were 
delivered*  to  Gregory^  de.Hokesle,  Mayor  of  Londonr^ 
apd.  RolaiKline  de  Podio^  j^eep^rsof  the  Cambtiim ; 
wbp»  Avitb  the  pthar  Officers  of /the  saifd  Catnbiui^y 
took  t^e  usual  oaths,.*  b^ere  the  Barons  of  the  1^^* 
abequar^.     * 

>in.  tb€>;same  y^fear  Bartboloroew  de  Castell  ac^- 
county  for  the  issues  of  the  Cambium  of  London  ; 
when  it  appeared  that  he  was  indebted  mccl/.  xvij^. 
Wifom  this  sum^was  deducted  mL^  which  he  had  de^ 
li^red  in  SiWer,  by  weight,  to  Gregory  de  Rokesle, 
aoid  Uxe  Men^hants  of  Luka,  Keepers  of  the  iaid^ 
C^lAbiutt)^  and  also  twenty  Marks,  pajd  by  him  tb 
Nicholas  de  Castell^  by  virtue  of  the  King's  Writ. 
Th^lum  then  remaining  due  was  ccxxxviiL  xs. 
iiijill.,  for  which  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Marshal  ^*  '    ;  . 

At:  thiS'  tiofie  William  de  Turnemire,  Master  of 
the  M]nt>  had  power  to  work  as  many  Furnaces  as 
he^ould  ID' London  ^. 

128>  or  IS83.  In  the  mnth  or  tenth  year  of  the 
King,  an  Assay  was  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  Mo* 
ni^  which  had  been  coined  in  this  Mint  3^. 

l^S.     In  the  latter  of  those  years,  Gregory  de 

tt  Pas.  Commun.  7 E.I.  Rot. 6.  a.  and  Trin.  Comrtun.  7E.  L 
Rot.  6.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  IT.  p.  90.  la  this  place  Ma* 
dox  traodates  Ca<QbiuQEi>  where  it  first  occurs^  Mint  ^  but  in  the 
second  instance  he  rendera^it  by  Exchange. 

w  Trin.  Commun.  7  .£♦  I.  Rot.  6.  b.  Madox^  Hist;  Exch.  vol. 
II.  p.  134.  ^ 

X  lib.  Rub.  Sf^Q^aii^  foHo  25d.  a.  .  See  the  Annals  under  ttih 
year. 

^  y  Trin.  Ck)nwun.  9  and  LQ  Kl.  Rc^.  5.  b.  Madax^Hist«Excb. 
ToL  Lp. 991.  ..^.     :\^']:}  \' s  •  ••      !    -^   '•  '  ■' '  • 
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Rokesk^ ,  Keeper  of  tiie.  Cambibm  oM^ondon^'rfaft         / 
Glared  tofiay  to  John  Oaydt^  A»^a)^rofvtKeKmg^#^  /  £^  r 
A|pney,  25  Marfan  for^^aiv^gee  for  that  ycai* '.  ■         V         o>y^ 
.And  m  J38^  a^Writ^^afr^is^ed'  to  >tbe  'Tneat^  ^ 

sfurer  and  Barons  of  the,  Exoli^equer^  o^mitiandhigf,^  ^rl^^wcT 
them  to  deliver  the:  Pyxcft  of  ttte :  Bxehanges  of^^r  .^^ 
London  and  Canterbury  to  John  de  Caturco  ianA^~~  "T^ 
Gerald  Mauhan^  in order;to> eoinMc^i^  and  to^d-^ 

mini&ter  to.thi^in  the  oath  requisite  tlpon  that  c«»^  ^    _^ 

*  '  '^  1^  4;^', 

ca&IOl^^     ......  ..■>..•        '  •   ^.]    -     '•  -'^  f 

Ontheaath  of  ]Vlarcb>  in^tbe'yearllSOO>  it  iwfttf^*^  ^ 
ordained;  that  there  ahouldj  be  thirty  Frfrtiadcs  iii^"  ^  ^^"^ 
I^oftdon;  and  tbat^.Jotm  Porchcfpj'  Master  trf  ilie^-^^''"^^ 
Mpoey  of  England^  sbotald  make  Mwaey  in  Londoft^  '^  "^^ 
witt  /Peputies  in  the. other  Miat»^.  •  -     t. .  /^^^^u*^ 

In  the  seepnd  year  of  Edward  II.,  1^^,  tbe  Kii^^^gi^^  v^^. 
granl)^.4o  Jpho  de  Puntoise  the  offiee  whicb  Joiwi  Jf^^  /^^^, 
le  Porcher  lately  held  in  the  King's  MiM^  at  the^^^    .^ 
Tower,  to  hold  duriog  pleasuicu    Wbereupoft  Joha  /  ^^^  ^/jL^ 
de  Puntoifi^  came  to  the  .Exoheqiter  before  the  Chan^r^^^^  ^^^ 
cellor  of  England,  H.  Earl  of  Li»eoIn^«H»  le  De^^^s.,^ 
spencer,  .J.  de  Sandale  the  TieasurerV  Lieutenant^ 
tbe:^arpns  of  the  Esj^chequer^  and  ^others  of  tfae^l 
King^s  Council  and  undertook  to  pay  to  the  Kitig» 
as  long  as  1^  should  bold  the  satd  office,  one  Far- 
thing for  every  Pound  of  Silver,  which  should  be 

2  Claus.  10  £.  I.  m.  2. 

*  Trim  Comimu).  14  E.  I.  Rot.  VI,  b.  Hist.  Excb.  vo!. 
II.  p.  90.  Madox  has  not  given  this  Record  at  length  >  I  can 
tber^oine  4>tilj  conjeoture  that  Cambiorum  is.  here  translated 
Exchanges  ^  and  suspect  that  it  is  incorrectly  translated » 

^  riib*  Rub.  Scaecarii>  folio  999.  He  was  Master  of  the  Jftnl. 
See  List  of  Officers. 

«  Madax  ^ys  Etiehatlgje^  \iA  Pother -was  IVfbster  of  the  Min^ 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  L    See  List  of  Officers. 
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delivered  to  him  to*coit),iDoratban  had  been  hereto* 
fore  ansiirered  to  the  K-ing,  for  the  like  quantity  of 
Silver,. by  way  of  Proficuum  \  .'and  found  pledges  for 
his  true  answering  the  same^  and  for  his  good  abear- 
ance in  his  said  office  ^. 

In  13155  W.Trente  was*  sworn  the  King*s  Gustos 
Cambii  for  London  ^. 

On  the  l«t  of  August,  in  the  year  1318,  John  de 
Wengrave,  Executor  of  the  last  Will  of  Williann 
Trente  deceased,  came  before  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  granted  that  of  86/.  5^.  orf.,  which 
Wonged  to  th/e  said  John  as  Superplus^  in  the  Ac- 
.qount  returned,  for  the  stfid  William,  of  the  Issues 
jE^f  the  Ca^ibii  of  London  and  Canterbury,  certain 
aums*  should  be  allov^d  to  divers  persons  on  his 

About  the  ^ame  tin^e  Lapine  Roger  was  sworn,  in 
the  £iirchequ^,..fi^to  the  office  of  Master  Moneyer, 
during  the  Ring's,  pleasure ;  provided,  that  if  he 
were  removed  from  that  office,  he  should  be  restoriri 
to  the  offices  of  Assayer  of  the  King's  Money  and 
Exchanger  in  the  Exchange  of  Canterbury,  wfaidi 
had  been  lately  granted  to  him  for  life  \ 

d  Trin.  Fii)ies,  &c.  2  £.  IL  Rot.  91.  a.  Madox>  Hist.  £xch^ 
vol.  II.  p.  90. 

«  Hil.  GommuD.  8  £.  II.  tlot.  3.  a.    Madox,  ubi  supra. 

f  Superplusagium.  This  totntineant,  that  qpon  the  Account 
of  the  Crown  was  found  to  be  indebted  to  the  Accountant ;  pro- 
bably because  it  was  so  much  more  than  the  Accountant's  Re- 
ceipts.    Madox>  Hist.  Exchi  vol.  II.  p.  231. 

?  Trin.  Commun.  12  £.  II.  Rot.  37.  b.  Madox,  Hist.  £xch. 
vol.  n.  p.  233. 

h  Trin.  Commun.  12  E.  II.  Rot.  36.  b.  Madox,  vol.  II.  p.  90. 
Master  Moneyer  should,  I  suspect,  be  Master  of  the  Mint,  which 
Lapine  Roger  then  was.    See  List  of  OJQScers. 


IK  BRITAIN  AND  ITS   liEPfeNDENCIES.        3I7 

In  the  first  year  of  Edward  IIL,  132^,  tha  King, 
on  the  18th  of  February,  appointed  Roger  Rykeman 
to  be  Master  of  his  Mint  in  the  Cambii  of  London 
and  Canterbury,  during  pleasure,  with  aijithority  to 
act  in  the  said  office,  and  to  receive  annually,-  as 
preceding  Masters  had  done.  And  Lapine  Roger, 
late  Master,  was  commanded  to  deliver  the  said  of- 
fice, with  its  appurtenances,  to  the  afbriesaid  Roger 
Rykeman.  Robert  de  Swalecliff  and  Gregory  de 
Norton  were  Rykeman's  securities  for  the  due  p^- 
formance  of  his  office*. 

At  the  same  time  the  office  of  Assayer  and  Ex- 
changer in  the  above-mentioned  Cambii  was  com- 
mitted to  John  de  Poititroyse,  ddrihg  pleasute,  with 
salary  as  heretofore  t  and  Rbger  de  Frowyk,  latfe 
Assayer  and  Exchanger,  was  commanded  to  deliver 
the  said  office  to  the  aforesaid  JohW^; 

I329I  In  the  third  year  of  the  King,  William 
Lord  Latimer  having,  without  license-  from  the 
King,  purchased  the  office  of  Goynag^'in  the  Tower 
of  London  and  City  of  Canterbury  frmtt-  Maud  the 
widow  of  John  de  Botetourt  (who '  held  it  ■  by  inhe- 
ritance of  the  King  in  capite),  obtained  his*  pardon 
for  that  transgression  ^        vi   ^  ■  -  v. 

1344.  In  his  18th  year,  George  Kirky^  and 
Lotto  Nicholyn  of  FIorei>cft  »lat«i ,  Master*  and 
Workers,  were  commanded  td  deliver  to  Peik^ival 
de  Porche  de  Lucca,  then  appointed  Master  and 
Worker,  all  things   bejonging.to  the   said  office. 

i  Hilar.  Commiss.  1  E.  III.  Rot.  a.  Wadox's  MSS.  vol.  LXIX. 

k  Id.  p.  109.  ,     ;  ^ 

1  Dugdale*s  Baronage,  vol.  U.^p.  3lV  See  the  List  of  En- 
gravers  of  the  Mint. 


The  like  Writ  tt^as  Ai^ecteil  to  John  de  Flete, 
Warden  of  the  Mint*/ 

1346.    The    saAie  •  persons    were    re-appointed 
about  two  years  afterward;  and  WilKatn  de  Wake- 
ffeld,  Custos  Cambi6ranfi  of  London,  &c,  was  'com- 
manded to  deliver  to  them  all  things  beTonging  to 
.  the  office  «*. 

•  Iti  1366,  John  Chichester,  Master  of  the  King's 
♦Mint  in  thie  Tower  of  London,  paid  760/.  for  Letters 
of  Pardon  respecting  all  defects,  falsities,  frauds, 
deceits,  transgressions,  and  excesses,  in  making  the 
'Mo^ey,  by  himself,  his  ministers,  servants,  and  de- 
putSes,  and  in  taking  three  Pence  in  the  Pound,  or 
in  any  other  manner, ^of  the  said  Monies,  during 
the  time  that  the  sdid  John  vi^s  Master  of  the  said 
Mint;  aAdbeand  his  hdrs  were  released  from  all 
^actions,  &c.  on  account  of  the  above-recited  fpu(d6> 

&c.*     •':.;■  - 

In  the  first  year  of  Ridhardlt.,  1377,  ^^^  office 
of  Master  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  was 

;  confirmed  to  G.  de  Bardes,  according  to  the  forno  oiF 
an  Indenture  of  the  S7th  of  Edward  111.  p 

On  the  24th  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  Tlioma^ 
Hervy,  the  King's  Clerk,  was  appointed  Keeper  of 
the  Kitig's  Money  to  be  coined  at  London,  during 

■  pleasure^;  and  John  de  Salesbury,  late  Keeper  of 
the  Money  Dies  of  King  Edward  III.  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  was  commanded  to  deliver  all  the  Dies 
in  his  custody  to  the  said  Thomas  Hervy '. 

m  Claus.  18  E.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  4. 

n  Claus.  20  E.  III.  pt.  2.  m.  22. 

o  Pat.  40  E.  Ill.pt.  1.  m.  13,         P  Pat  1  R,  IL  pt.  1.  m.31. 

q  Fat  1  R.  II.  pt.  1.  DL  29.  r  CI.  1  R.  IL  m.  42. 


On  the  4tb  of  July^  J^iiiin  de  Leicester  had  tfie 
appointment  to  the  office  of  Ex^h^ngi^r  and  As^y^r 
of  the  King's  Mint  within  the;  .Tower  of  London  at 
the  King's  pteasHi-Q *•       ;.      .  '     * 

And,  on  the  20th  of  August,  John  Garoienche^ 
t^r  was  made  Warden  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  pf 
London  during  pleasure  *. 

In  1381  Stephen  Jttummel<>we  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  the  Dies  of  Gold  |ind  SUver  in  thesanfte 
Mint,  and  also  in  that  at  Canterbury,  duFing  his 
good  behaviour,  in  the  same  manner^  as  thai  office 
had  been  held  by  William  de  HusseboMfne  and  Jolm 
Salesbury,  then  decea&ed,  who  wer^  appointed  by 
King  Edward  I IL  during  life  "• 

13^^.  By  Writ  direct^  to  Guy  de  RoncHf, 
Keeper  qf  the  King's  Die  of  Mo^ey^  within  the 
Tower  of  London,  he  was  commanded /to.  t^dmit 
Jonn  Edmund,  Goldsmith  of  London,  to  the  office 
of  Engraver  of  the  pi^s,  anfi  ta  cer^p  hoQses  Aivithin 
the  Tower  of  London  ^b^lpfigjng^  to.  that,  oflS^,  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed  J^y  ttie.l^ing^. . 

Jn  1393  ncjtioe  w^s  given,'  by  an  Writ  diited  Atpnl 
18,  to  the  Master  of.  the  Mint,  ^the.  Comptroller, 
Workersi  Moneyers,  and  others^  that  ^ndfew.  Nen* 
port  was  appointed  Warden,,  for  .life,  ^hh  the  ^oie 
wages  as  .were  received  by  Quyde  Ronpliffy,    . 

13H*  .  In  ^be  foUpw^ng, ,  y^ai;  Joibn  Wildeman 


{ ♦ 


»  Pat.  1  R.  II.  pt J.  m.^0.    ,    J      t  Pkt.  1  R.  II.  pt.  1.  m.  13. 

V  That  is,  at  six  Fence  a  day.     CI.  6  R.  II.  pt.  I.  m.  15. 
w  Pat.  5  R.  ll.p.  1.  m.  11. 

V  From  the  vint  immediately  following,  and  from  the  List  of 
Wardens,  it  should  seem  that  this  title  was  equivalent  to  that  of 
Warden  of  the  Mint. 

»  CI.  l«  R.  II.  m,  ^5.  y  CI.  16  R.  II.  m.  10. 


380     PLACES  OF  MINTS  AND  EXCHANGES 

was  made  Exchanger  and  Assayer  of  the  Mint 
during  pleasure,  with  the  usual  wages'. 

Richard  Hethecote  wfis  appointed  Warden  of  this 
Mint  in  1400^  the  second  year  of  Henry  IV.» 

141 '2.  In  the  13th  yeat*  of  the  same  King,  the 
oflice  of  Keeper  of  the  Exchange  in  the  Tower,  and 
of  Warden  of  the  Coinage  of  Gold  ahd  Silver 
throughout  the  Realm  of  England,  was  committed 
to  Henry  Somer,  for  life^. 

And,  in  the  same  year,  Thomas  Drayton  was 
made  Assayer  and  Comptroller  of  this  Mint,  with 
the  usual  wages  ^ 

In  the  fir^t  year  of  Henry  V.,  1413,  the  Mayor, 
&c.  of  London  were  commanded  to  seize  all  the 
Wines  and  other  goods  of  Richard  Garner,  late 
Master  of  this  Mint,  and  to  keep  them  ia  safe  cus- 
tody until  further  orders  *. 

Lodowick  John  had  a  Grant,  dated  upon  the  14th 
of  April  in  the  next  year,  1414,  of  the  office  of 
Master  of  the  Mint,  and  of  the  Exchange  of  Lon- 
don and  Calais,  and  the  government  of  the  Mystery 
of  the  Mint,  during  pleasure..  To  answer  for  one 
half  of  the  profits  of  the  Exchange  to  the  King®. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  in  the  first  year  of  Henry 
VI.,  1423,  Bartholomew  Goldbeter  appeared  in  the 
King's  Chancery  at  Westminster,  and  recognized 
the  Fndentqre  of  the  J  6th  of  February  preceding, 
with  all  its  provisions  ^. 

143 1 .  The  oflSce  of  Master  of  the  Mints  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  in   Calais,  Bri^tol^   and  York^ 

«  Pat,  17  R.  II.  m.^.  a  Pat.  2  H.  IV.pt.  4.  m.  16. 

b  Pat.  13  H.  IV.  pt.  1.  m.  18.        c  Pat.  13  H.  IV,  pt.  2-  m.  27. 
d  CI.  1  H.  V.  m.  30.  «  Pat.  2  H.  V.  pt.  1.  m.  ^. 

<  CI.  1  H.  VL  m.  13.  dors; 


"       11^   JBiiltAIK   AND   rr»  bBPENDSHCIES.         $il 

toge^r  with  the  office  of  the  Exchange  in  the  City 
of  Loriiclbn,  w^re  granted  to  William  Russe,  on  con- 
dition of  paying  100  Marks  per  annum  for  the  said 
Exchanges^. 

1432,  In  this  year  th^  Executors  of  Bartholo- 
mew Goldbeter,  late  Master  of  the  Mint,  had  their 
aequittance,  the  Assay  being  first  made^. 

1433-  The  profits  of  the  Coinage  in  this  Mint 
for  one  year  and  an  half,  to  Michaelmas  in  the  10th 
year  of  the  King,  is  stated  in  an  Account  dated  in 
his  11th  and  12th  year  to  have  amounted  to 

^.465  19^.  9kd. 
The  expenses  for  fees,  wages,  &c.    -  378  11     5 

■■■I  V    •     '  III  I      ■!    ■     — »M^»M«^ 

And  the  clear  remainder        -     -     -     87     8     4^}. 


imm 


In  the  year  1447  John  Lematcm  was  appointed 
Warden  of  the  Eichange  and  Coinage  in  the  Tower 
of  London  for  life,  with  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
a  4ay  for  wages  K 

John  Blakeney.and  Roi>ert  Caterton  were  made 
Clerks  of  the  Exchange  and  Mint  in  the  same  place 
foip  Iffe,  oj:  t<>  the  longCT  liver,  on  the  26th  <>f  June 

•  r 

g  Pat  10  H.  VI.  pt.  1.  m:  ^9.  N.  B.  In  an  Indehtare  of  this 
year  Russe  is  called  Citizen'^and  Jeweller  of  IxHidon  5  and  Brfstpl 
is  omitted  anwngst  the  Mints.     [Claus.  10  H.  VI.  19.  12.  dors.] 

h  Pat.ii  HVLpt.  l.m.ll. 

•  HolU  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  433.  T|)is  accbuht  appears 
id  A  $t£|tp  of  the. Annual  Re^'C^ues  of  the  Kingdom^  made  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Exchequer  in  Michaelmas  Term  13  H.  VI.  and 
annexed  to  Rauf  Cromwell's  Petition,  being  Tresorer  of  England; 
wherein  he  states  that  the  King:*s  ordinary  charges  exceeded  his 
revenue  by  35,00bZ.  a  year,  or  more.  The  total  revenue  was 
164,8141.  Us.  lid.       ^ 

k  Pat.  25  H.  VL  pt.  2.  m.  29. 

VOL.  IV.  y 


Mf    .j«i6fisfeis*rftf*^  mkmsmmm 


of  Warden  of  Exchange  and  Mint  in  the  'I^9Vf4g[fiiafi 

bad  granted  to  William  Wp^^tKl^^^xJ^ls^fOy M^iOf 

theT9Wj|^,  |ip  JRjt^^  X9'yfl)Rf  Q^^M.W^fe  t»5«Sty 
PounfJ^''i}p,ijH?yy.|9r,jhp,',fai4,qf|j^,;.,^,,t;h^,5J|ft- 
riffs  ^Ypne  .opi^ref^,}to,|»^„^  hifflr*h^  tWfla  every 
year"?,,.'  ,(,.,,-,  „(  .;,  .fe;,,,il  k,  i-.%.,K  m.)  '.>..;/f,-r:^' 
1460.  In  the  last  yeojriipCjWenfj^.iVt,,  Rp)^4 
^'s^<rP,#-^<?i!?! t'^fff  ?BHW*^''M^<»r.^n4  (Worker 
of.  f%  ^i9^,iq,^J)e,,tpVW>H.If<Q»clflft..  ]Rpar».pf 

Hig.to  th.«„e%:^,^ij»4i^yft.  vfi  f^fifr^m  |q#irtme 
9)»de,  or  tp  b<e,  nr^f)^^]^^^^n.,th^  Kiing  and  the 
said  Bishop.,  ,W).^U,?(il.Jf9ffi^R.!frp;?  t)ie.,Uth:  Qf 
Ju)y  precf^ingi  ^j^lJ9u|;.?fly,^y^penJ^pr^p48o^erto 
\H  ^'"Sf  '^  .^fJJT  .a,cqp«jy?jt  t<9:  hp  ne<)^,ered.i^  l^pi ",. 

>. .  .1461 .  In  th^  e^  ^Y?aipf.^-4*«M^  I.Yw  T^«W» 
s^-^Lpg^i^e  .ym  ^vim^W^^^  t^ft^o^npf  .^Ptrol- 

ler,  Ei^chapger, ^qd  .^^,^}[er(,  of?the  Mint  and 
Coinage  of,  Gt^Id^  and  ji^lyer  in  the  Tower,  during 

I  CI.  30  H.  yi .  m.  17.       m  Pat.  31  H.  VL  p.  2.  m.  20  attd  ^. 
n  Ci.  32  H.  VI,  m.  30 

o  Pat.  39  H  VI.  m-  16*.  .  H^  was  Bishop  of  Ross  in  Ireland. 
That  See  is  i>uw  united  with  Cork# 


iC     f 


':i^feai^'Ili  V  fFhe  W^sitV«ii44obhfiSa  «tci'  m.'^^hd. 

.  .  :A%M!Hrt>«lel  8*to^'tilHKJiBtffci/^n9'Shaiii»'  Ctti^n  srfiA 
€dl«l^iiU«h  y-Ldttddil^  ^ili  i.^fk^l^^^0i\ir  of 

'ehitn^yhflr^^^ejkffi  ifefe'q^oWef  iifEorilldii,  "aWa  in 
CtflaiH  ^Hid'itf'ftii  ktl¥  Jfgjf  -il^'tHfe  1Citig;^vA;ftWI 

graving  one  dozen  of  Irons,  to  be  made  by  Rim 
fe^fei'yVeaV&ui-lKg'Ai^lift'*^'  '^'^    -''•'   "}      '^''«-  = 

Ijriti^j 

tti^'Ki 

itf^'  of 'his  Sfitfti4icl«Si^itig^i  'ina"iti'fflyr^'^h^ 

ort38M?M^/§ii'm^«anff 'fot"fev4i-j/  pa&fi'awsaV^i'  ^ 

€»tae^ci^  th4l  te4feM^ Htieh  BWc^'^hblild- i^e^v© 

t»ins^^I4f  ^'^Pknd''Tb\^r  i^f'Goia'-'il'  0«.''  10^^* 
mfor  tM'^feei^ighfbf'SiWer'^y'  ff^!«'"  "-'^'"^ ''^ 

')»^t*.w:tfi.  i4.  >•  ^-  >'"' "  .1  ci.  2  E.  1^.  J.l;4." ' 

'  a.  5  E.  IV.  m.  10.  '  •  '  ' '  ■' "'   ,;  ' 

•  'ftrf.d'Elt.ptl.in.'io-.    Thfe'Writ  coniainV  a  confirma: 
tion  of  the  Agreement  between  Lord  Hastings  and  Brice. 

Y  « 


3^4  Pl'^CES   OF  JOINTS   AND   BXCIIAIIGBS 

^4^. ;    In  a  Wnf  ^irectetl  to  the  Warden  of  the 

M|nt>  ,Moppy,  ^i^d  ,Pxcha|n|;^  [Custodi .  Minte, 
■Mwi^Je,,  "ic^^ambiil],  within  th^  Tower,  of  London, 
^t,v^^^i;^it,ejd,^tiiat,onjthe  S^tK  pf  Mvcn  Jireoyding, 
H^iigh,  Bnce  and  4phnf,Sandes,  were.  appo)nted 
C^rkB  ol (the  Mi<»t,  Moiiey,  and ,  Exchange, r  by. 
th^selyt;^?  of  deputy,,  for  iifd  j  an^  as  it  atiiiearea. 
frein  the  account  ^r  John  dej  Horton..  late  Warden. 
of  the  Afi^t  lo'^^ing  Edward  Ill-j  that  njii^Pence^ 
do^  l^fid  heeti  allowed  to  ithe'said  Wardei^-for  th^ 
clerks'  Wages,  it  was  therefore  ycomipanded  that 
Buctf  ^^ag^s  shoi^ld.  be  paid  to  thelsaid  Bric&uid 

Sandes,  or  to  the  survivpr-.oi"  them  K.     ,  ,  •-, 

Sitl".'"    '     -.     .'  ■■^'L^v.ll-V'.  "■. :!?<-, -'.... J  L;i!!.   .r'->rj:  J 
Ifl  th?  yf?''i  1472  this.  Wxit  wa^  repeateaj)..         -^ 

shaa,  whicli  aliow^d  him  .tq  have,  seven,  ahimngs. 
ns,  jwa^  renewet)  in  th^  las| 

bj^ear  bf  |(enni  Vtl,  a  M^arJ^; 
ir  Gijes  l>oi;d  Dau^eney,|  ap<|, 
Londofi,  (loldsmitn,  to  ocj. 
Bice  of  Master  of  the  Mint  iii. 

':■>,  ...,  t'! .  ,...].:\.ijuA  i-.i- 

.['rtiis..WwTai^t  i»,j  ^owever,  ,but  a  repatinon  (^f,  a 
former  app(?iptment,,.for,th^y  were  Masters '.ot^  the-. 
I^jQt'in  'the  ,*icst  year  (^^  (he  Kinij.  and,  Iw  t^l?^ 
Wivi'arit  ,tney  w^re  tp  coin  according  to  an  Jfideh- 
ture  lat^lv.  made  ^tween  the  Bf.iiig  and  uiein.  '     j    ' 

flU.^'klV.lAVlk}     >'■    ^i^.>f,--'!-'i    -V,-..-/i  ,,!    ■j!.,-;!ij     ^,^!: 

^^r.fii.^porj^SjEjjy.^aa,,,,,,,  .,.,,„^  |!.,,|.„  ,,„,.,ic,,i,r>, 

It  Original  Wanant,  dated  Marcti  I,  in  the  Library  (^  the  So- 

cifl!y,of^ti(«^>?¥8i.'ii     -.t  .fii  SI  -H  :6<  i-.|A  s,'.h  m  i.,'1  ^ 


IN  BRITAIN  and'  lis  IlS^PJ^NDENCiis.         JS^ 


ame  date  was  a  Urant  to  liichartl'Martyn, 
id  Goldsinim-of'lrfjnclon;' 'as  welt  of  the 


157^.     In  i 

Aysori,  Citizen 
poiated  by  Lt 
^nd  SVorVei- o' 
LQndoii  ai)d  e] 
land,  by'tiitiist 
(oTta  ot  an /I 
Queen  and  tt 
Queen  all  ttiln 
In  ConsijJe'ratK 
accustomed  10 

Of  the  same  date 

Citizen  and   

office  of  Warcjefi  of 'the  Excfi^iige  and  Min^'within 
theTpW«;r  of  liondon,  as  of  ihat  of  lieeper  of  the 
Coi^ag^  ot  i^oid  arid  Sdver'withli^  the  sanie,  and 
elsewhere  Witnin  tne  Realni  of  Eriglana'.  .For  life,' 
either,  by  himself  qr  deputy,  with'  the  jsaihe' wages  as 
we're  paid  in  t^  \aBt  Ywr,'o?JOng'i^d'wai-a  in., 'and 
the  first  of  King  fticba'r^  ll.j'  wi'm  art  ^b<rfees"  &c/ 
thai  werfe  received  by' John  "Browne  and  sir  Thomas 
Pope,  Knt.i  or  any  other  ini  the  reign  of  the  afore- 
said King  Edward  III.,  or  at  any  other  tiine^ 

l6i'5.  ill  fl,)^  first  ^epr'oY  Charles  I:,' 'Randall 
CraufieM,was''apppmtea'''.by'Pkteni'  dated 'on  the 
11th  df  July,  M^ter  and  WorKefofthe  fting's  M<>' 
nies  of  (ioId'aiid'SUvenwith'in'tbe  Tower  of  London  ■ 
and  realiai  of  England.  'Accordingly" an  Indenture 
was  made  between  the  King  and  bin)  on  the  17th 
of  the  same  month  ;  but,  in  consequence  of  divers 
complaints  which  were  made  against  him,  be  was, 

y  Pat.  14  Eliz.Apra  18,  pt.  13.  to.  43.     Rymer,  Foedfefai  vol. 
XVI.  p.  705. 

'  Pat.14EUz.pt.  19.  m. 43.  Rymer,  Fosdera,  vol.  XVI.p.  7ofi, 


from  the  profits  of  his  place,  iiiy|il  )Crtdifer:o0der  iikbild 
4WJ>givefii6y  the  Ring* idfc  hwBrivyi Coondi^  ^i^<i 
^  >  <  Dlilb  Mint  <  hb9 )  iMSffin^worked  "im  levefy.  i«tgn^ivin 
t&«  ^tliiiidtie^ifiettt^bf  ^^AM^^ohnaiitCkmqttevt^ol^ 
^ffes^viietinMl  vif'yth^^AuiffSKjteptiotuptAy^^ik the  laeigko^ 

^^TOl[jhtfrfiL*andofJMvWWd<V4.^   uohmuJ  •  /qoqmv 

K 

See  p.  168.  of  the  Account  of  the  Mints  and  Ex- 
changes, ^i  i^y^iHi/y 

'  f  n'the  relgii  of  Edward  Vl  A^MJnt  W*  estdbfi^ed 
here,  under  the  managiem^nt'df  ^rW^H^tnSftati- 
rington,  and  the  ixiAafa9i:.rol:!(tbe  aspiring  Thomas 
%Jjn|oufi.>JU>rd  Ailmi^^L  *i  H^rf  .1*0  jpqc^^d  to 
iJpkavgrr^^Sy.^ppugrlh  OWn^i  tftaitcpHiplJisfe'  hi§»j4fr 
;^s  i  upftp>  thf^f Tbf5^aS  u  rW9,  .p WJitie«8^.  ^^ef»?. ,  ii«^ 
;<#{|^d5aWi^l  b«ippfiwf94^4*^  Sharriwig>. 

eke  time  when  this  Mint  was  established ;  but  No  t^Skfllk^  IXth ' 

yi^4^  S»j  Wr  fi€mp\  .^cH  k^m  4PftB  |ft47j,  ^MN^#^^^  the 
letter  b,  to  showj  according  to  Leake,  p.  i^O,  that  it  was  struclc 

bere  by  Sir  MlUlto(PW^«;    ?>>.'-ito7r^I  a'  .'r/>'^.(«a  » 


iWogs^  ofi  having  erecfled^n  Mittt  i  a t]  .pttr^^iwoJPts^p 
lot.liM  t>wa  acbiraotage> p4. ,  i-  -^f. j  •  ;,1 3r<  i'-.no-ii:,  ^i  {J  aioil 
This  cfeargej,  >bcm(^«*rf  a^pp^w*  i,l0/(b^¥<&/r^Q»<i 
fpng^ndlets^y  for  it  is  ta»tieiwim«ttedfliOiitfc*  Afffcles 
ffbioh  iw«ipi  eKjiibitedc^  6fl^8*teflohij»fli9nfil\(h«fl  ii  %fif. 
plfcer  in;  Sban'iagtonq^Cenft«($i(rt>y  fjw)wn^^jt^ 
improper  Coinage  twbMie^JSfek^  fericit^tiB^^WijirtatW 
Mint  at  Bristol,  a  much  more  convenient  situation 
for  such  practices  thsw  >a>Miist2in  the  Metropolis* 

NORFOLK.    'tL^^fe^-        . 

f .^.'?P  Jhis  ,pl?%ffi?o|)a1ply  j|^^  ^^  P^P/IXrBfri?^^-^^"^^  ' 

V    A  P^iiriij^oPfStephili  reaifeJ«rilyE^4^iviicbJo|[l^ 

"srfmei  •  \^^  ^  Itt^uck^  a«  ^  ok*  *  ^f >  t!fe6^  ^ '  H^dttt^httinSy^st 
virhidl-  theip^  4¥fe<jtW  ^in  Bs*€>3ti  ^attd-  dil^I^n^'tifefei 
^^iit^f.  j^  hftv^l  iby4«i^tft^^  'f  Itffcb*'  VliehMlirt: 
*ef6, '  as ? ^iM '  ESSej^  *> ft edl Wgfefek^iy- '*r«  ^^s6ttigti««l 
^tWttfett^*iniDb«|[s(faj^>B(^>Jwit4i^i^  ^I'iW^^d  6#  *i 
if^i  Ut^&fpjl^l'i^ft^lllitht  Hlkdl4i&d^^ii>E«§^^i^^j>{^ 
folk,  that  the  n^^^\^^^^^m(^^^b^^%^k^^ 
i\mt^  ^m  riWi^?4tt*'ife''i^|l0J8hMofe^^kA*  , 

^^igli^N'ottnift  pertbdW^^  IPMdmrf€^lebiH<e(ftfItl^ 

of  Hengham  from  the  Town  in  Essex,    it  should 
seem  tKkt  m^ifiuriitSStt],  ^S  «e^ck1ll^'^dl|ar 

y  A^lh^rPeftnyt)Tl*fe^8ati^€!^^^ 

«.Dagda]e'$  Baronage,  v<*fI>i|)POT«F  ii.^  Mci  sisff 


on  the  |lsra!Kf>wk«diI>Aitinriabk  (s^f^k^ropiiitii 

if 'ib-WflrtlBOtrttf  thwMiftfcl  li.'l  ;ii  l^;:-!  .■.•■■  .    ;-,;    -..'^ 


btit&auidAn-abe'tiifit^  y«aV<of'King'J6hiV  I'SOB,' 
vMnl the Morieyet-B  ofiltb)i>bDtt:vtirii>u&<«>thH-  jriaces 
wa.iBf>miininded'fidMteiHd  thfe>KAng''8  ton^oiaods  at' 

■>^tmiB3terS.h.:  ^  :-i  .-;-;;.,;:!  s:  v    -,::-.■ 

rrCotnf  lofXIeni^  nu (atoknoMi  w&tii  the oame  ofr 
tMB^<«ifD^M  ■' .:  ■  ■ihtfui/>l-:;ni'[.i.in  ■:!  ^'!  .■;■)  >■  --  -'.  ■ 

It  appe^r?^  fpm  Pl^tpej^^'s  I  Norfolk, 

that^bere-was  a  M^nt  \\ex&  in  ^^  Iwardl. 

1307,  wl^n  a  Writ  was  directed  rdens  of 

..na-mLi/-.;-'  ,'j-i  >  i   *,   jumu'i'ih  ho  ,  .  '.  _  ■    . 

it,  ordpT'i^tn^W  to  seize  upon  f  :ed  Mo- 

ney, an^  to'  put  tiie  Statute  a|;am9t  it  in  execution, 
THe^wfUt'^t9&it>Cetn^tu4«'tV^'«b«:4%^b«Htfin  ^ 
Lynn,  at  that  time,  wherein  ffrf.  stands  <;haree^"^B- 

ijs^JBg.fl, Wcifr.tsr.tJtQ-.Kflep^i'/ftf.the.Mfnfe--  :.  i   ■  • 

ruSonA  )ienoiH  hiave  fw^ied>4kati)tbe '  Mmlsnw*' 
rtM'IW  l]j'm»,%«Hi"MJfrtlH%;''S'Uttfe'HattiIi^  attllat 
tffi'e'  near  'Lyitin^'jwKiicif '!lJpofe|, "' as ''f fey^'i^oQceiye,  its' 

jto^oite^tf'oil^UtlsvkveMiiiMi^ipermiUecliteiibA'ipiAiidt^ 

.JniM  ,'.ril 'tu  f-Ti-jfllO  ;,ill  »3  Iviiivi-.  ■■•■  ' 
P  He  aaya  tbet  it  i?  ctdted  Meltings  in  I>3aMaday'B^»k7  frtm^' 


INrlBHkMHyJINOvilTftWKNDBliaKKI       S$9l 

buT^fa  towns,  and  in  forti&id-Ucmk.'  ^tes  tiunaf^ 

The  Author 
thinks  it  mo\tfii 
abput  ,the  ^8^h 
Ring,  reduced  a 
Tower  of  t^ndo 
take  ^h^ir  coiiiir 
anowing^  thpn^  I 
the  Coinage  of 
Mints  grew  wea 

Va:m  ^^\'^H^■:&^S1iOVl■.»F  iSWtlmytlHnA'^diSaiKd 
'■■'TiK  Uibtonan  of-IQcnff<3lkl  liH  afso'disd^erMcthiv 

but  this  discovery  is  likewise  founded  dpotfaimlKij^ 
^rehBinaDn'Df*tbenWtdGlofi.thiagth((if!Kling(JoB^, 
wherein  there  is  nothing  to  justify  such  aaopnioaiVb 

J  in  t^e  imsto^ of  porfofk  inif  Mintis'^afjei^from 
alx^ijt  theyepr  87^,  bri  account  of  a  Coiii  ot  Aelft-ea,. 
oiiVhich  IS  a'Wonogfaro,  w&icn  Bromfffida  reads 

..     .:!;■./-,   ri,    •■    ^,';::;^f    liu'.rir.  '^■\\    l.trj    i  T  TitlH    ,'(9H 

f  HUtdi'y  of  Norfolk,  vol.  1 Y,  p.  582. '  .^  '       \ 

■  TTltf.^id: ' '  iTni^Wt' his  SuOiOi'itf  f.>r  (lih 
as  he  has  ao^t-falfl^/r^i^  Uv<y<tHft/iri'C^ntinVitt/^ith*;<ffiki«liili^ 
hircoosHfefshAe  viTAnttheoi.-ottUmi  vrvldii  i^«*«f  tfaflcoidth 

It  u,  however,  prubaUethat  i^thj^nMire  was  intended  bvthoK. 
Words  than  'fie  biis  in  yoiir  btfWb^!/.'  if  He  'fiad  Itwlteer  a  Hifli 
f^irlRtoAeWHt;1M'tH>^^h^ttJ(MaOiVA^(^l^iUijfii' 
accMdingWhiBtaJcxltttifiliiCfrifKt&t&ii^'natiUl^ve^^t'tMi 
City  belonged  to  the  Officers  of  the  Mint. 

h  HiUDiyalENn^Mk'):«id^lVv'^6S4jmipfa&^}i!Mirl«»'i»i^. 
tOT'iiJPWiawt-.:-— :5i"'T  nr  r. -.niVMr,  i:.>il/o  s:  J.  „„i)  iv,!:,  all    T 


ji^fkT^mQ\\>  3**  tfc*  isj^viifeptlyta  ;iiiiBtate,  the 
ifeMefet^  jp5^Went)>#t;ithi*(rMinfc  waa  ^st  esta^ 

j^t^  bJ*l^W>wd)si!t*ti<^)pf  hi^,  ^Mi^ltSyj  abpMt  the 
year  928  * ;  at  leo^  i»ifri€^n^i«im»  ih?.  ^«^li^t  y^)^ 
^flp  Wfthi^l?fei>*fyiilp(e'ftppEe^Ijri#fcdfH  ^^^1.  J.  '>,;  yj 

Eadwig,  Cnut,  p  sf,^.  »» 

^.M^tagfe  )^llich>.p^Rsirl|^^  nrta35{jaeanj.^h«i^tjfj .  :, 

of  Henry Ji,. i?p4^'Sj^I}hWH>^  ^/i;'!.   :...;,,   ;;'i  ,  '  -,  :,,;«, 

In  the  5th  year  of  Henry  H.,  II58,  tfie  Moneyers 

teM^  tWrRing  ^3:^^^^i  Stf>'riUe6irteate'ltnWn 

to  exist.  rv  ..•■...'''    ■  ::       .  •         '■.; 

Norwich  paid  two  hundred  PouBsdsi.'towiiCda.AhQ  Aid 
for  marrying  the  King-a  ^ii^tff,  the' Mon^yt^s  in 
tl^^eJtVpkidte^Maffei'^'-".  ■'■•"■"'  '■-'  ^'•'""''"  ' 

Wlien  Ripn^ird.I.,  ip  ni^si^^th  yeat',  1194\  inxyon- 

ttd^fi^flr^ojf  ft^o  J)  W^Jee4)  Mwk?*:  gWi^lted  a  Cfear^ 
^ithe(Gilizeti8y  i  in/iwbkb^  Iftrilong9t/ortb^<4hafligs^ifae 


forced  to "insriwr  to  artfy  pW^  without  *thfeii^/©ify'/^firi 
less  to  pleas  coiitiei^ii^^lbti^gn  'b^ft*^  th^^M^ 
lieyers  and  th^  King's  owrf  Offi^Wv^^fe^  ^ypi^J«[ 
"^  'In  his  ninth'  yeriri  iig7i'>f*^-(J}tkeWp*M  ^ 
]^OQ\idi^tn  defartlt  of 'si^^WWrt^yers^Pi'  ^'^  ^  ^  ^J^C  ^ea  / 
King  John,  in  A^  Jjeatj  irf  bis'^jy^^  ffi^ 

throne,  ^1 1^,  eonWrN^d'^fe  4?haH^ Wllfdh^fStel^rd 
I.  granted*  ^?n^^hiil'- sixth  year,  nearly J^rn'tft  sauie 
words  ^.  ^■*'  ^  jvNUiwl 

"In  1203  Uhe  Citizens  tried,  cotfi^fet^,  and 
hanged,  seVel?«  5igJsaye»  B#s^i4^  '^Jf '  *tlWe^-lloney, 
that  wet'e  ^reVte*  tH  ihfe^©i'ty,^  ta^^^r ^pt*eiifiM  of 
theii*  Chatt^rV'^bUt^  *t'  d^ppe^Mg  "i^ii  ^W'f^M^^ 
bleldngingtb  tie  Miri^^  W<&te  exeh\p{h<i^k>viv^^^\v 
jertsdictioh  By  the -Vfe^y  wbVd* 't>!*  thrfr^^€tei*tef^,I  in 
1*65  the  Kteg^fied^alt  'th^ir*'^rib^H5fe4  fbr  thfe^^S*^ 
fence  by  the  hand  of  the  Sb^rlPdfNt^folk/'^^^H  I0 

were  to  answer  to  the  King,  and  not  to  be  under  the  jurisdictioi 
pf  the  City.     Blomefield's  note  ^b)  p.  27.  '^  ^ 

^^P  IVf^'ttk;^  R/i.  ftdt:%.  m^^ii/Noiftlc^i  %idlM4/^!^^^ 

rrtn..8y^^Bueghs,,Aii?^gdwi)B-2^»yI  ^^f»^  i^f^vfrnun  lot 

r  History  of  Norfolk,  vol.  ^^unr^r.l/' iT\f%]^f^rs^^fjlf^ 
persons  deputed  by  the  King,  to  survey  the  JVlin^,  aim  to  si^that 
tlib  iVToriejr'^vas  h6^lbdmticn  debased  ^5  knd  instead  of  ^iTorminj 

note. 

The  whole  oCi  lbeisibi^e^^xtr;lc&i&6biiBton^bf)ttld^^Iibiffiere« 
founded  on  mislikke.?  The/feviotik  Khaa^iifHiiitedi^kMilcsi^ed^^iii 
the  Writ  Phobatorbs  [Approvers  or.' Aoeiuers^  C-qsrei]  ]^i  atd  it 
is  by  no.fiieans  certain  thatijeltbepr.fh^i  oifltlike  i^ateatotitBliMtbey 
wei^  ddnc^tned  fh^^Mdimmf  r^tlom^tlid  Mint  ^  .dM?i§a^i«:idiie$ 
not  appear  in  that  Record.    The  Essayei^^^c  af  dUitveyotaxidf.  iMifef 


-f^Bfi^wA^  ^^ftidi  '4,(k&  "tfirtfe  4n  the  ninth  year '  of. 
J6httVl'2ti8;  the  Mbrt^elfii'iJc.  df  this  Mint -w^ri^ 
cdMHiattd^  tb'ttt^tn}>dt  W^sttaainsteir,  there  to  ^^' 
asWS'tWrfRihj^'i'^iSderS'*;'"  ;' "'    '•  ■        •  '•  "    ''  '- 

^•^Hbttrj^  111.;  irt  VtiB','  fcbnfirmed  the  abbve-inen'i- 
ti^e*d^Chdf«e>8!'fertmted'bf  iJdhti  and'IUchard  I*     * 

■m^hask  tfte'Kii^-  gVihtW  his  thifd-  Charter  to' 
thfe'<iky',-  tf  Whidh'the  Citizens'  wei^  rtol  to  W 
(Stika  tb  jjIfe*<i('odt'  of  theilrCfty;  'fofany'dffeiices- 
c"8tonjiWfeA  thbfeitt,'  aS  in  'the  Chattttif  T>feftw!{eeftkl" 
bafVn'<*jiA  ChaVtet'the'KfonVi^rs'vl'ii^  Wot  yi64ptec(]' 
as  they  had  been  in  all  the  preceding  ones  V  '    '  ''-"■* 

'3^ittsy*  HtettVf  in.  ak  still  rentaiitiirfg^:'  ' '  ;' 
«A*faM'lr'  ifll2S4,"atEa6tter,  seized  thifiibe?^^ 
ttei'^this  tifyV  but^a*  St.' Peer's  ddy  tM pWi^iHt 
bbd*fthyrt"t<^*t6r€fd,''upcln"their  aceduMnig  with  \b& 
lllfcy  i'iV"his"Eithe<^dirV  On  that  '6d<;asib»  iUy 
W^tfe  kWtMW  8li'P6tii/ds'  for  the  deficiency  of  FbnW 
M^«y?fer^l*  lind' 'in  ■the-  neitt  year,  1^8^,  tAey  ob-^ 
tained  a  Charter,  Mrt  '\vhidr  klKroiiti^'€Hart^r^  S*ei^ ' 
rffcite^aild'<:l6tiferified,\bBt  <Jd  new  Ifberties  gWiiteA*'. 

'Bf  i'OiaVtef^  rif'thfe  'sabie  'King,  in  l304^tB6'' 
Ci^hV-fiati- 'th^f  Foi-tfleil  pr»^'egfe  of'  not  \^nig 
rdrfcdd'W'pIead'ofee'of  tfifeif  eit>*,"imie^s  ih'  ihatters 
particularly  concerning  the  King  or  His  HeirS  *1 "'   " 

Tfii^'^ak  <«Iatt^e,'  1  ^.pfeittT^,'  bMugftt'  the  "Mo- 
n^yertUyiin'And^-'the'KTyg's'Jiiriiciidtibh^  diit  of 
tvBftJH'flie^'i^p^  tb  MVia-  lifeeH*  tifee'ii?  Hy  the  Chir- 

7  ,i(!»i>f )  •',' rnoif'l     .''iS-<^I     Iniif  I'in  "11  i  /  ''■  •  •  = 

licld. 

s  See  this  Writ  at  length  in'fh«ai6i;ottm  of<0»li61e'MhltV 


_      » 


■K  In  131a,  the.aix)ih)«e»r:<)^>K4f»'WJ'I^'»'7i'if<^f|a- 
tion  was,  gtven'ta;the,||i_ng^  ^tb^trjsey^rabpgqeo^^lftf. 
th^y  wer^  hvildiag  t^.C%  wsdU  .%o4  feTgftrWfl^b 
^f  Money  in  the  ditches,  and  in^igg'^iffj^  l^§^»^ 
for  the  fonn(^^iqnSriMl;ff}iip*»  W^^i^^.l^  ^ftiniof 
Henry  ;I. ;  ;up^n  )y.h jqh  ^hf ,  js'^vf rfll.  f^?SmS  l^ep^t^tt 
t^ched,.  an^  «teUyer^  I«jij^,t^M;9Jwy,^  t^^Asft^- 
niaster  of  tbe.,>ljp^^l}^;,(lVt^f,;3n,  ^ppay^l^iprgpft 

being  m^^f  it  V'^^,  fP^^'^'^  .oR«  iWo^  <>ff  ^\s^ 
ol^zi  M5wey;«f^ji??flrf  ^q  ,vfi|u^.  l^i.t^ijn??  iP0ft<f«,rfyv, 

tVee  ]P^Bnyvy£^ht3,  ,tj;j%n  ^f  qHI»4,pl\  th»  itj)«\^^ 

rent  Coin  Jf.. -.I,. ,  ,  ,..!,■,•,  .1^  miI;  vn  m  m  >:J  (>!:''  i  <\\\,ii> 
Notwithstaij(|ir{g , ^^.  pyi<len^?  V^}(^\  I  tiiess, ,  Rp- 
cprd»  furnJs|i.9f  the^.^jtistei^ce^of  this  mintf9«<l?^ 
qjient  to,tl)e  rqg^i  .of,^^rjf;UI,,,,yet  ijpi:jui^i^^ 
as,  yet  been  discfiserfd  f!fqBi,tb|5<terH4n^t^«?-.qf[ft»|{tJi{  ^,^^, 
tejgo  until,  :^w^^  \^^  stfvvtxlH3.Tff:optj„arv;^  iUlU.^^^My. 
Groats,  which  h^r  on.  t^?j ^y^rge} t|ije  Wm'^^mf^-^  ^">nc- 
Ci^.    They  .are  J^jstyig^j^lietl  |  oq,  ,tl|^,  ,0^zprf§fi^/I 
tbeJetter,N,uiyn,^p;fii9g'fc,l?r^?fi^..,Hul )  i, 'fy,u 

^fl  tb^.  Uth  flf:?^|?fHftryg.fl|»,7§,,if.9bpKlft|,9KJ^t 
^'^^^^hnjaiji  9nd.^|E9g^i|h,%n|i,l,e(^^,,irfr§  «^- 

v^cd.  froo^  tbe  %QWF^,fff  Um^f^  \9JW^i^'¥m:^'0 

Money  p<xi^iptejf(^i^».,^;r,,^  .„lj  o,f„n;)j(ioa  /hi.lu'jiJicq 
ifr  %, ymr.,.A^7,-lfWlil^U^giTqkl?a».  <?ff.|C©BPF 

Lenopt,  to.  p^p,  ^j^^^^^^sfi^^  iP  ^J^^itywiBajWgw 
nineteen  Shillings  for  every  twenty  Shining«-ijt|tj(^^jj 

And,  three  years  afterward,  1620,  Thomas  Garnet, 

oneof  the  i»W:ett«ees  ft!>t"tHe'T6fc^d,"dflfe4^«tt  ^iVb^^- 

y  HB.toJigr/!0£Wtwftilk,JTO»..tLpii56<Mil.;i!'4}riil/';;.ll  ..><'    ^ 

e  See  Siirerpotittsy  Plate  Vi..t{«7lbiid'Si4f[^oi«i«i  lUiutemT. 
No  15.  •  Hi««>r3f  dflNbrfalk,  vol.  U.|w2(|ai<)  ' 


r.  «>..,•<  Aftitw/c , 


IS^i  4«fc^ft>^liw  piitw^^'fei'one  year^  or  twdve  Pence 
in  the  Pound  ^.    i    '^ 

On  the  8th  of  INovdirtSer,  Ififig,  KJn^  Gbaries  II. 
^^rtentdna'FaifdM  tb  thiis^Citff  far  all  transgressions 
fm%eaeiy^t4n^  in  pafticulkr  foH  their  coiniAg  fitatf- 
ipifacfe^nH  Rirttiifig«/^byM^ictt'tl^^  forfeited 

tdteiroCtlattw^  ajti  Ccritift^e   being  delertwit^  to 
belong  to  the  King's  prerogative;  upon  whldh  irfl 


/,'t  ;tV 


r     :^' 


«pfltfie»i  4refe  diJletl  tn  ""^^ 
riflfcuiepf  thy  Cdii^Wb^  ne#*  irtgiil^^, 't^^ 
in erra^  belAg  tfefkenj iti;  feii*  neW'  coined  j^^fof  Whiefc 
Afere  ire/e  Min*»'^erc(eted  i^i  '4livet»»  i>ialetes ;  ambti^ 
^hdrsf  oap 'itt^tbi^-Citj^/  whiic*i  began  to^prlt  ib 
fidptprntor^  *^iid^irt^«lh5^»^tt?*d  itb^  t^^t*  t^ii!^ 

«€^5m8?l^''  TiieCcfiJi  ^fid-¥lat*  kml^ht  fci'  hlei^^ 
^jbe^Woioed  wtts^  'i  j^^yDgi  'bwfu^ei  *. '  * Aecrotiding  kh 
FjDftKS,Hibd/qmhlitf  •  cfaitt^*fat-  thi?r^  l*fint*  was 
83,040  lb.« 


n//<>T«uit  ituvf't  vi.>..i  iVv^tA  1nii?iy^r'^iVi\\*y}  t^-^^^jN^ 

^,  THETFORB.         p.  ,  T 

The  commencement  of  thfs  Mmt  is  not  known: 
l|^lItteB(fewfcsi.CoiallexJtallti'iwjhii<*o«^  ls^.*aJbJ)rD- 
priatedtoit,  is  of  the  reigW^f^Efcdgafi^i  ^^"o^^^   .rm^^iq 

*?  irSbki'  faf»En^M«h  fSilv6ri€5btos>'p:'  m.  '"ftiislvrtn^  Was 

XrX^eVliNttmbersif^,  'iK'ttiidlW. :  '^'  ^  -  '  :  i-  -  ^  ^ 

'  <^  Domesday  Book,  vol.  11.  folio  II7.  b. '  •      r         \;         ^ 


Cnut,  and    />  hirnc/I  •>!!]  a!X^^;.>^ 

1158.     Coins  are  known  of  WUHam)lA  ited  Jlo,  ^ 

,iof  H§|^r3jiJ^i^%phwinaud  Henr3>  Hit   fijitbe.fifth  ^  ^  ^^^^ 
j€ar7pi[olhei>rifigi>  of  libatrMonarch  Ahe^M-ofceyei^MT/  '^  ^ 
{hi^  iplacf^  Ji%^  fty«ei  Mavks  Itorthe  >KmgI/  Aod  mihte   ?  ^   ^^ 
J4t)a:  yeajT^  iU§J\  ,^h4»  t^  Burgesses  faid  fortgr^^  ^^^'^ 
;M^rke  tp  Xh^ifimgi  itdwftrcfc  ithei  Aidj.jtQ:i«ilarry  jhft^^^^^*^^  '^ 
fikiqgh,ter<5'!a(lAttci  t»i.lMetafy  JJlufeeHbf  Saxpnyit  tf&» ^  ^  ^• 
.Williaw  spxi  of  Diei*^wa)d^Map<J  jWiHiarri  ^af  Wicfebl-  --j^^j^  ^^ » 
wood^  Minora  of; T^dford,  p^id i^^ ^Muiks, AoStaSk  .r^U^  m^ 
half".  ^ii;  t^i-o.gS  ^7i^f^, 

In  tbe^^t^i^y^ai;  c)f  ^9^1^,  l^Olv^-^tlfflrejti^^qre  four 
Mpneyers^h^r^^.a^ apppai;?,,bj^tl|p Jfjpe,,^^)! k,  ^I 

Co  '     '  ''  ^^        '  *  '    ' 

bee 

vilegeof  coining  was  not  taken  away  from  this  Town 

at  the  general  nesumption  in  nis  nrst  year.     Upw 

S'Histor;^  cifnNori[b1kiM'o};iIu)K^458i'  'Por'**ylttA^lna^idirip4 
'presume,  should  bf^F|h^3l^i^j^^37  nh  io  ?a     ti  ^t  WsJBiiq 

^  Domesday  Bopk>  vol.  II.  folio  118.  b. 

1  H^oqr  pf  Norfolk,  volj.fc  p,  4fl9..i( .  .Mfli^iRflt  i(^  H.ilJblRfct. 
2.  b.     Norfolch.  &  Sutf.     Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.>i..;p.i^aiI.  ^ 

t  I^.itpid.  ,,flut(^qft|ot,|h^^lw0«rii»whk;h,Me'ii0J)t1^ 
fteld,'  'f,gt  iu  j^J^satior^tj^iitww^^  MpBctarioniin  ide/Csfwd 
4  lib',"  imply  that  the  Town  5t^l>ifip?4  ib^^f au^J<thfir«flV^W^OiW^ 
four  Moneyers  there  ?    ,*   ;!!  oJiot  Jl   10 .    ,Ioc3  vxiLcSinoQ  ' 


4^ 


/ 
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Icmg  after  that  period  it  ccmtinoed  to  be  ei^ercised  I 
have  not  discovered* 


SXCHANGE. 

It  19  not  known  that  any  Mint  was  fixed  here ; 
but  in  the  year  1299,  the  38th  of  Edward  I.,  a 
Table  of  Exchange  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  this 
place,  and  John  Ballard,  John  Galeys^  and  their 
Companions,  Merchants  of  Lucca^  were  to  act 
aiK:ording  to  the  Indenture  made  between  the  King 
and  them.  At  the  same  time  Henry  Rose  was 
appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Exchanged 

1335.  In  furtherance  of  the  Statute  of  Money, 
which  was  made  at  York  in  tlie  ninth  year  of 
Edward  III.,  a  Table  of  Exchange  was  established 
liere,  and  at  other  places  "». 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

,     .  KORTHAMPTON. 

In  the  History  of  Northamptonshire  it  is  conjec- 
fiiMd  that  a  Coin,  bearing  on  the  Obverse,  ^thbl- 
latp  X£X  ANGiiOR.,  and  on  the  Reverse  folceard 
HO  NORTH.,  was  struc^k  in  this  Mint,  in  the  reign 
of  j£tbe1r«d,  who  succeeded  Wulfor  his  brother 
iti  the  Kingdom  of  Mercia,  about  the  year  ^j6\ 
Hiif  thi^  conjecture  is  niade  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  authority  of  Camden,  who  is  quoted  as  say- 
ing that  Northamptdo  lay  dead  and  negleoted  during 
the  Saxon  Heptarchy;  and  also  in  contradiction  to 
the  Author  himself,   wbo^  in  the  same  page,  has 

I  Pat.  «7  E  I.  m.  94.  "  / 

in  CI.  9  £.  III.  in.  8.  d.    Rymer,  Fttd.  vol.  IV.  p.  668*    See 
Annals  of  Coituigc  ntidsT  thli  fmt* 

u  Volume t.  p. 491,  iK)tc{l]. 


J 
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s^d  that;  the  Sascdtifs^  ^bXM  ^both  this  pla^'^ifl 
Soiithampton  simply  Hani  tune;  and  that  the  pri^  ^ 
sent  name  oce\m  sopniv^ter  .^  Cgpqoieit. 

The  Cpin  it9£|f  AtB^4^f;|aix;sy  upcm  tl^  lapejpf  Jf ^ 
that  it  W8is  jitrpcl?  by  gue  of  th,e,sole  Monvcha  al 
Efidandi  and  is  indeed  a  Penny  of .  JBtl>9lii^  fh^h 
probably  coined  at  Norwich «>     *.  ,        ,  ^    : 

This  Mint  is  not  mentioned  in  Doinesday  Book,  > 
whem.  the  name  is  written  Northam^tone^;  but  a 
Penny  of.Williaoi  I.  reads  nobt,  which  may  be 
either  this  place  or  Noi^wiobK       .  - 

.  A  Coin  of  Henry  1.  ha^s  norha^  aiid  was,  I  prC'- 
tume^  coined  in  this  Mint,  with  which  these  letters 
agree  better  than  with  any^.other  name.         ^    ^  ,;^^ 

There  is  a  .l^ennV  of  Hepry  II.  which  reads  nor 
eoly,  and  it  is  therefore  doubtful  whether  it  should 
be  ascribed  to  this  Town  or  to  Norwich ;  but  there 
are  other  CoiM  of  Itiis  maiiiAte  siiflicientiy  distin- 
guished from  those> ofi'tker li^Hiinoh  Mint.  They 
bear  on  the  Reirej^.Kpji^^i.NfiRikivft,,  ^,m»i^A,.v  ^^,1 

In  (he  tenth  f?*r  .of  ^e  jfi#g»  pf  FU<i»J»'«!  hi%  IttU  * 
Geoffray  Fits.>*^.al|pr  .#pc9HP|^,  foi;,  far^Tj^S^^ifngi* 
td  the  Exchequer,  J?»  ^^i^siisgpji/i^ftjjil  thg-JSfBpq-c*! 
turn  of  the  Coii)^  |ljeip^u!ip^4]|jayh*  Sftiii|^^i%^ 
custody  might  1)6  i^rq^iieP,.,.,,,!/*.-,  iv..i"^..Wl  ^^  x^- 
,,1305..  I^eter  d^  §t^efs,pj^4piR^^^sijirlE?  foyjjtbg 
liberty  of  wpi-k^g  fp,ifiy;  S^a^Bi?ft:iot,,t^",f pftQfi.  %fi  a, 
year,,  in  tfe*^y5i^t^^.fjf(p|ft^pjpfsj„;,»^j ,..;/,  ,,.,1, ..  ; 

*>  Volume ^i; folio M'  "=^'«  ^''"  iV'^-M^H  '^^k**  ••■' 

«f  Histwf  tof  Nttrthatf^oitfhiief^f6Li;f:*sai    1r!te'iltt6h(rf 

says,  "  this  is  the  first  mention,  ia  any  Record  we  have' seen,  of 

a  Mint  at  Northampton,  though  there  are  IttAdeatTaao^  'to 

beBeve  there  was  ftfteS'B  e*l^  tlffi^W*'     '  f  ""  <«»   '*  '    '  ' 

n  Rot  Kp.  7  Joh,    History  oMWi^hkni^tttfeWW;  n^v  suplt. 

VOL.  IV.  Z^^^*'''*'   ■''■■^•^    " 


r.^. 
V*S 


*  •  '     *  :  >  I 
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]  308«  In  the  ninth  year  of  the  same  King,  the 
Moneyers^  &c.  of  this  Mint^  together  with  those  of 
divers  others,  were  order^,  by  Writ,  to  attend  the 
King  at  Westminster,  there  to  receive  his  cora- 
mands  ^ 

.  1229.  And  in  the  14th  year  of  Henry  III.  the 
Townsmen  accounted  for  sixty  Shillings  out  of  the 
Profits  of  Coinage,  and  for  thirty-six  Pounds,  arising 
from  the  said  Profits,  which  had  been  unpaid  for 
some  years  past  •. 

The  Money  of  this  King  is  the  first  that  can  with 
absolute  certainty  be  appropriated  to  the  Mint  here, 
as  the  Coins  of  Norwich,  the  only  occasions  of 
doubt,  are  invariably  distinguished  by  the  insertion 
of  the  letter  w. 

There  are  no  records  to  pirove  that  this  Mint  was 
worked  by  any  of  the  succeeding  Monarchs ;  nor 
has  any  Money  struck  by  them  ever  beein  discovered. 


STAMFORD.* 

Ar  972.     When  King  Eadgar  restored  the  Monas* 

A<.  ^.f^^rh^  ^^^y  ^f  Medehanistede,  to  which  the  name  of  Burgh 

^'^'^^^i  was  then  given,  he  bestowed  upon  it  the  perpetual 
'4^  ^x^^v privilege  of  having  one  Moneyer  in  Stamford". 

r  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint  No 
doubt  can  exist  that  Northampton  is  intended  by  Norhf  in  this- 
Writ«  because  Norwich  likewise  occurs  in  it. 

•  R<ot,  Pip.  14  H.  III.    History  of  Northamptonshire^  vol.  I. 
p.  423/ 

t  This  Town  is  {ilaced  here  because  it  seems  that  the  MilSt  was 
in  this  County.  , 

u  Gunton*s  Peterborough,  p.  137.    The  reason  for  the  Mo- 
neyer being  so  placed,  was  probably  on  account  of  Peterborough 
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Peck  supposes  that  this  Mint  was  only  a.  confir- 
mation of  that  Coinage  before  granted  by  King 
iEthelstan  ';  and  Butcher,  in  his  Survey  of  Stam- 
ford, says,  John  Stow  in  his  Chronicle  report!, 
that  in  the  time  of  King  Athelstone,  before  the 
Conquest,  there  was  a  Mint  for  the  coyning  of 
Money  in  Stamford  Barony.  But  Stow  says  no- 
thing about  Stamford;  he  only  gives  -^thelstiarfs 
Law,  by  which  divers  Mints  were  established,  and 
in  which  Stamford  does  not  occur.  Peck  remarks 
this,  but  yet  seems  inclined  to  think  that  there  was 
a  Mint  here,  on  the  South  side  of  the  River,  in 
JEthelstan's  time  «. 

Eadgar's  Grant  was  confirmed  by  Eadweard  the 
Martyr,  -SEthelred  II.,  and  Cnut*. 

About  1017,  Thurcyl,  or,  as  Hugo  Candidus 
calls  him^,  Turkil  Hoche^,  gave  to  the  Church  of 
Burg  a  Mint  in  IStamford,  and  the  land  there  on 
that  side  the  water  <^,  that,  is,  in  Northamptohshire, 

then  being  an  obscure  place^  and  Stamford  a  ^ort  of  capital  or 
head 'Town  over  all  the  lesser  places  which  lay  about  it.  [Peck's 
Stamford^  p.  W,  &c.]  The  Abbot  of  Medehamstede  was  Lord 
of  Stamford  beyond  the  bridge.     [Id.  p.  18.]  .        . 

*  History  of  Stamford^  p.  24. 

y  Survey  of  Stamford^  p.  IS,  quoting  Stow's  Chronicle^  p. 
131. 
-  «  History  of  Stamford>  p.  17.       • 

a  Dugdale  Mon.  Anglic,  vol.  I.  p.  68.  &  H.  Candid  Coenobii. 
Burg.  Hist.  p.  25. 

h  H.  Candid.  Ccenobii  Burg.  Hist.  p.  25. 

c  Cnut  gave  to  hun  the  Country  of  the  East  Angles,  to  wl^h 
Stamford  was  then  added,  having  been  before  th^t  tune  reckoned 
a  part  of  Mercia.  In  1021,  the  Saxon  Chronicle  says  that  Cnut 
outlawed  Earl  Thurkil.     [Peck's  Stamford,  p.  35.] 

^  H.  Candid.  Coenobii  Burg.  Hist.  p.  44. 

Z  2 


140  riACBft  Of  MINTS  AND  EXCHANGES 

oa  that  side  of  the  Welland  where  the  Church  of 
Burg  stands.  But  King  Wulfere  gave  those  Ijatnds 
to  the  Church  of  Burg,  then  called  Medeshamstede. 
Turkil  Hoche,  therefore^  only  confirmed  what  lands 
were  before  given  by  that  Prince.  In  the  same 
tnanher,  his  Grant  of  a  Mint  was  no  more  than  a 
confirmation  of  what  King  Athehtan  granted  in 
934,.  and  King  Edgar  confirmed  in  972  to  the 
Abbat  and  Monks  of  that  Church.  However,  this 
paasage  confirms,  that  the  Abbat  of  Btirg^s  Mint 
here  was  kept  ex  ista  parte  aqus^,  on  that  part  of 
Stamford  which  lies  on  the  South  side  of  the  water, 
and  is  yet  within  the  particular  jurisdiction  or  fee  of 
the  Soke  of  Burg*. 

£dward  the  Confessor  also  confirmed  that  Grant 
which  was  made  by  Eadgar  to  this  Church  K 

Notwithstanding  the  conjectures  above  stated,  of 
the  existenoe  of  a  Mint  here  in  the  reign  of  JSthet- 
stan^  I  suspect  that  it  was  first  established  by  Ead- 
gar,  not  only  on  account  of  the  words  of  his  Grant, 
but  also  because  no  Coins  of  an  earlier  date  than 
his  rdgn  have  hitherto  been  discovered,  although 
the  Money  of  .^BUhelstan  is  by  no  means  rare.   , 

But,  however  that  may  be.  Coins  still  exist  of 

Eadgar,  Harold  I. 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,      Edward  the  Confessor, 

^thelred  Il.sf  and 

Cndt,  Harold  H, 

•  Fick*a  Stamford,  f^SS. 

f  H.  Candid.  Cosaolm  Burg.  Hial.  p«  125.  MonasticoB  Aag^ic. 
vol.  I.  p«6&. 

s  Mr.  North  thinks  that  Atheked's  Mooi^  with  stanp  was 
struck  by  the  Abbat.     [IMS.  once  belonging  to  nay  lamented 
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After  the  Norman  Conquest,  Coins  of  this  Mint 
are  Icnown  of  William  I.^  and  II.,  Henry  I.  and 
Stephen. 

A  Bull  of  Pope  EugeniMs  III.,  dated  1146,  con* 
firms,,  amongst  oth^r  things,  the  Grant  to  tiiis 
Church  of  Burch  in  Northamptonshire,  antiwtly 
called  Medeshamstede,  cum  caoeo  monctet  and 
also  lands,  &c.  in  Stamford^  oum  caneo  nK^nete; 
likewise  ^ 

Henry  IL  is  the  last  Monarch  whose  Coins  ar^ 
known  to  have  been  struck  in  this  Mint, 

WELLINGBOROUGH. 

In  Mr.  Tyssen's  Sale  Catalogue^  a  Penny  of 
Henry  L  is  said  to  have  been  struck  here.  But  tb|is^ 
place  does  not  appear  to  have  been  at  that  time  ^ 
sufficient  importance  to  be  favoured  with  the  piivi^ 
lege  of  a  Mint;  and  it  is  more  probable  that  the. 
Coin  was  struck  at  Wallingford,  which  was  somch, 
times  called  by  the  Anglo-Saxon*  Wealingafofd^     • 

Wellingborough  is  in  Domesday  Book  writtei). 
Wedlingebarie,  Wendleberie,  and  Wendlesberie; 
and,  in  old  Records^  usually  Wcndly ngburg  K 

friend  Richard  Gough^  Esq.  but  by  his  kindness  now  ih  my  p^8« 
session.]  But  this  can  hardlj  be  ascertained  until  we  ha^e  evi-* 
dence  to  show  that  the  King  had  not  a  Mint  in  Stamfml. 

b  A  Penny  of  William  I.  has  bvb>  mtend^i  I  pMUose^  for 
BYRGH^  and  struck  in  this  Mint  by  the  Abbat. 

i  H.  Candid.  Ccenobii  Burg.  Hist.  p.  79. 

k  Page  T2,  N©  1019* 

>  Hisltoiy  of  Northamptonshire^  vol.  II.  p.  149. 
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V-^. 


NORTHUMBERLAND, 

(see  CUMBERLAND.) 

* 

BERWICK. 

In  the  year  1296  this  place  was  taken  from  the 

Scots  by  King  Edward  I.,  who  at  some  period,  not 

now  to  be  ascertained  "*,  placed  a  Mint  here,  and 

struck   Money,   specimens  of  which   still  remain. 

J^4  4.Siu/^  They  have  a  Boar's  Head  in  one  quarter  of  the  Re- 

A^  ^  A^a4^  verse.     Snelling  has  engraven  an  Halfpenny  of  this 

/«.*^,  A-   Mint,  which  reads  edw  r.  angl  dns  hyb  on  .the 

^iM4^i4r^tr  Obverse,  and  villa  bervici  on  the  Reverse"*. 

^  x.A^^  ^  u  Edward  H.  also  coined  here.   A  Penny  of  his  has 

/fn^  y  -r^^^on  the  Obverse  edwa,  &c.  &c.,  and  on  the  Reverse, 

which  has  the  Pellets  in  every  quarter,  villa  bere- 
vici.  Thus  it  is  represented  in  the  Plates  published 
by  Withy  and  Ryall  ® ;  but  in  those  which  were 
added  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  to  their  Edition 
of  Folkes's  Tables  the  name  of  the  King  is  given 
EDWAR,  fcut  in  every  other  respect  it  resembles  that 
above-mentioned  P. 

In  the  same  Plate  of  the  Antiquaries*  Edition  is 
also  engraven  an  Halfpenny  with  edwar  on  the 
Obverse,  and  villa  bervici  on,  the  Reverse,  with 
a  Boar's  Head  in  one  quarter,  exactly  similar  to  that 
which  has  been  described  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.^ 
Mr.  Bartlet  engraved  an  Halfpenny  of  Edward 
HL  in  the  first  of  a  set  of  Plates  which  he  intended 

m  Edward  I.  held  a  Parliament  at  Berwick,  for  many  days^  in 
1296  [Heame*s  Hemingford,  p.  100]  ;  and  was  again  in  that 
place  in  1299.     [Id.  p.  170.] 

n  View  of  the  Silver  Coin,  &c.  Plate  II.  No  4. 

o  Twelve  Plates  of  English  Silver  Coins,  Plate  YI.  N^  19. 

P  See  Supplemental  Plate  I.  No  31.  n  No  33, 
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as  a  second  Part  to  the  Antiquaries'  Supplemental 
Engravings '.  It  reads,  on  the*  Obverse,  edwardvs 
D  G  R.  The  Reverse  has  the  Boards  Head  in  two 
of  the  quarters  of  the  Cross,  instead  of  one,  as  on 
the  Cpins  of  Edward  I.  and  II.,  with  this  legend, 

VILLA   BERVICI. 

CORBRIDGE. 

The  Ulpian,  which  was  a  Syrian,  Legion  was  sta- 
tioned here,  and  struck  a  Coin  after  their  own  coun-' 
try  manner,  in  honour  of  Carausius  •. 

This,  which  is  borrowed  from  Dr.  Stukeley,  is  all 
the  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  gather  re^ 
^  lating  to  a  Mint  that,  in  all  probability,  n^ver  had 
existence. 

'  NEWCASTLE. 

From  the  year  8^6,  when  Northumberland  ceased 
to  be  a  distinct  and  separate  Kingdom,  until  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  this  Town  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Monk-Chester ;  but  it.ap- 
pears  to  have  been  at  that  time  of  little  importance, 
as  no  mention  occurs  of  it  in  History,  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  after  that  period,  as  the  scene  of 
any  remarkable  transaction.  It  belonged  at  that 
time  to  the  Earls  pf  Northumberland ;  but  no  Qoins 
minted  by  them  have  ever  been  discovered  *.""  "^ 

The  earliest  Coin,  now  extant,  of  this  Mint  is  a 

'  This  Plate  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  Dr.  G>mbe  have 
permitted  me  to  add  to  this  work.  See  Supplement^  Part  II. 
Plate  I.  The  Halfpenny  above-mentioned  is  No  21.  An  imper* 
feet  specimen  of  this  Coin 'was  first  given  by  Mr.  Wise  in  his  Ac« 
count  of  the  Coins  in  the  Bodleian  Library^  Plate  XIX.  ' 

s  Medallick  Histoxy  of  Carausius,  Part^I.  p.24S« 

t  Brand*sHi8tory  of  Newcastle,  vol.JI.  p.  384. 
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Peony  of  Heniy  I^  whioh  liai  on  the  Reimte  nb 
far  the  place  of  Mintage  *« 

Heniy  IL  also  coined  bans,  and  has  been  thought 
hy  some  to  have  been  the  first  estabiither  of  this 
Mint  ^. 

Their  opinion  is  oonfiroied  by  an  entry  whieb 
appears  in  that  aotieot  Record  called  The  Boldon 
Book,  where  it  is  said  that  Henry  II.,  on  account  of 
the  Dies  which  he  first  placed  at  Newcastle,  reduced 
the  rent  paid  by  the  City  of  Durham  from  ten 
Marks  to  three  *.       ' 

In  the  reign  of  King  John,  or  near  to  it,  some 
rents  were  pard  out  dfproperty  in  this  place.  In  an 
account  bf  thfe  same  is  the  fblldwing  entry:  •'Per 
Willielmum  filium  Willielmi  Monetarii.**  The 
name  of  Arkenwaldus  Monetarius  also  occurs  J. 

1248  or  1249.  In  the  S3d  year  of  Henry  III.  a 
Writ  was  directed  to  the  Bailiffs,  &c.  of  this  Town, 
commanding  them  to  chuse  a  certain  number  of  fit 
persons  to  be  Moneyers,  &c.  in  their  Mint^  and 
Keeper  of  their  Es^cbange'. 

Coins  of  this  King  ttU  1  remaip. 

1S79*    In  the  28th  year  of  Edward  I.  it  was  or- 

n  JioB  Coin  is  placed  here  upon  the  authority  of  the  late  Mr. 
Southgate,  who  communicated  it  to  Mr.  Brandy  but,  for  the 
TvaaoD  after  mentioned*  I  believe  that  Henry  II.  first  established 
th«  Mint  here^  and  that  this  Coin  was  struck  at  Newark.  See 
th^tMint. 

' '  w  Brand's  Newcastle,  vol.  IL  p.*S8&. 
.  f^  Ite  BoUon  Book  W8^  compitad  in  %lf$3»  and  coata^  an 
acQOunt  of  the  Rents*  &c»  of  th^  Bisboprick  of  Durham.  [Qntdi'f 
Collectanea  Curiosa,  vol  II.  p.  88.]    Henry  11.  has  Coins  vnHh 
KB|  and 'others  aho  with  nivca. 

7  Brand's  Newcastle)  vol  IL  p»  365» 

c  See  the  Writ  at  l^glhiA  the  w»mml^  of  WoUtoS^i^l  Mint 


?■>'! 
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dained  that  there  should  be  two  Farnac^  Here  ^ ; 
aiid  in  .13  00  an  Order  was  given  for  the  building  of 
houses  for  the  Workmen,  and  for  sei;iding  beyond 
the  Seas  for  Workmen  ^. 

Coins  of  this  Monarch  are  still  extant ;  as  are 
those  also  of  his  son  Edward  IL,  after  whose  r^gn 
this  Mint  was  no  longer  worked. 

N£WCASTJL£   EXCHANGE. 

It  appears,  above,  that  there  was  an  Exchange 
here  in  the  33d  of  Henry  IIL 

1^79.  In  the  8th  year  of  Edward  I.  the  King 
CQPpmitted  to  John  l6  Flemeng,  Burgess  of .  this 
Xown,  the  custody  of  his  Exchange  here^  with  it^ 
appurtenances,  during  pleasure  ^ 

1399,  And  in  his  28th  year  he  appointed  Taldus 
Isfiniam,  and  Coppus  Cottenne,  and  their  Fellows, 
Merchants  of  the  Company  of  Friscobalds  of  Flo- 
renpe,  Keepers  of  this  Exchange^;  after  which  time 
I  have  not  met  with  any  notice  respecting  it. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

,  *  '  .•       . .  . 

NEWARK. 

In  the  late  Mr.  Southgate's  Collection  there  was  a 
Penny  of  Henry  I.  which  read  ne,  and  which,  as  is 
stated  above,  was  communicated  by  him  to  Mr. 
Brand,  as  a  Coin  of  the  Newcastle  Mint ;  but  as 
this  appropriation  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
Boldon  Book  of  Durham  (compiled  in  the  year 
1 18a),  which  declares  that  Henry  II.  first  etftsd>- 

s  l4b.  Rub.  Scsccarii,  folio  25$.  b  Claue.  98  E.  I.  iq.  9. 

«  Abbreviatio  Rot.  Oriff*  Seaccai'ii. 

*  Id.   See  the  Exchange  of  £xe|^  aQ4  Kiag^tpo-upfm-'Hull. 
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iished  Dies  at  Newcastle^  I  consider  the  C^d  in 
question  as  the  produce  of  this  Mint;  and  also  one 
of  Henry  II.,  with  the  same  letters  on  the  Reverse^ 
ais  Coins  of  that  Monarch  occur  with-  nivca,  for 
Nevrcastle*. 

Alexander,   who  was  Bishop  of  Lincoln  from 

^{^  v^^1l23,  the  23d  year  of  Henry  I^  to  II47,  the  12th 

C^U^:^  Ar    year  of  Stephen,  had  a  Charter  for  coining  Money 

fi0t^€^i.t>^  here  K     It  is  probable  that  this  Charter  was  granted 

/^  /r,^^  A^  Ijy  ^|jg  former  of  these  Kings,  for  Stephen  confirmed 

^^*^^*    ,  *  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Robert  de  Caysneto  s,  one 

'^hy^.*^-^    Die  for  making  Money  in  his  Castle  here  \     This 

/4^A.  -*/ Qpant  was  pleaded  by  the  Bishop^  in  the  third  year 

Z^*^^       of  Edward  III.,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  show 

^/0y  J^^'S.  what  right  he  claimed  the  privilege  of  Coining. 

/S'ti:/^^«-^lt' seems   that  his  plea  was  over-ruled,   upbn  the 

;*^  ^^^- ground  that  Stephen  was  not  the  lawful  King,  but 

/^  *^      an  intruder  into  the  Kingdom,  and  therefore  had  no 

^//*^       power  therein  beyond  the  term  of  his  niatural  life. 

'^^"^•^ '^The  original  Grant  itself  stood  unimpeachedK 

A  ^„.i*r^  /'^  The  troubles  during  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate 

,u/U^  /i^Charles  I.  produced  a  species  of  Coins  before  un- 

•^^/^••^^r  known  in.  these  Kingdoms,  and  which,  from  their 

\r    ^  z  J^^^g  struck  in  places  which  were  in  a  state  of  siege, 

tcJi^i^^^^^  comtnonly  called  Siege  Pieces.      Of  this  sort 

X^'^i^  ^<»^'c,  'i^  A/«wr  ^^  Cm^/uit  ^'m^,6l^  t^e/^OL  0^e^^ 

jisJ^^tML,  H^/jvx^  Arcbseologia>  vol.  XVIII.  page  4. 

z^jUliu^  ^^f*^*^  f  Gough*s  Edition  of  CamdeD^  vol.  II.  p.  ^1,  Additions  to 
dnM^"^  4t^ Northumberland.     Mr.  Gough  has  not  stated  his  authority. 
Ma4^mu«6»^  M^'^  Robert  de  Chesney  was  Bishop  from  1147>  14  Stephen^  to 
:^smX^  hL  ^'ilSS,  SO  Henry  II,     [Godwin,  page  286.] 
••^,  ^luf^  ^e-     h  Newark  Castle  was  built  by  Bishop  Alexander.     [Camden, 
•f*^^^^- vol.  II.  page  284.] 

-J;;**^^  ha 

At*^  ^^from  1320  to  1340.    [Godwin,  page  394.] 

?^  /^;   .  ^  flei^Ws  Preface  to  WilMam  of  Newbury,  page  xlv. 


This  inuBt  have  been  Henry  Burwash,  who  filled  this  See 


ia^un^  Amu  V  aI>U^m- /^^e4^  y-^pM^dL  t^An^^^r^'^^  ^^^*^^^^?*^ 


<iL^    iMj*.^  0U^«.  .    ^ 
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there  Were  coined  here  Sixpences,  Ninepences,  Shil- 
lings, and  Half  Crowns,  all  marked  with  Roman 
numerals,  to  show  the  number  of  Pennies  for  which 
titey  were  to  be  current.  They  were\all  of  the  same 
Lozenge-like  form,  and  of  the  same  type,  viz,  on 
the, Obverse  a  Crown  between  the  initials  c.R.;  and 
the  value  placed  beneath  it ;  and  on  the  Reverse 
CBS.  NEWARK;  1645  or  1646  K 

NOTTINGHAM. 

This  place  (which  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  and  Nor- 
mans, as  low  as  the  reign  of  Stephen,  was  alwayf 
written  with  the  letter  S  preBxed)  it  is  probable  did 
not  possess  a  Mint  until  the  general  words  in  ^thel- 
stan's  Law  authorized  it  to  have  one  in  common 
with  many  other  Burghs.  At  least,  the  earliest 
Coins  which  are  known  to  have  been  struck  here  are 
of  his  reign. 

Cnut  also  coined  in  this  Mint ;  as  did  likewise 
Harold  I. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor  this  Mint 
had  two  Moneyers,  who  paid  forty  Shillings  "*.  His 
Coins  and  those  of  Harold  H.  still  remain. 

When  Domesday  Book  was  compiled,  this  place 
seems  to  have  been  in  a  very  flourishing  state ;  for 
the  payment  to  the  Crown,  which  was  no  more  than 
eighteen  Pounds  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confes- 
sor, was  then  increased  to  thirty  Pounds  ;  and  ten 
Pounds  morb  were  paid  for  the  Mint  '*. 

Specimens  are  known  of  the  Coinage  of  William 
I.  and  H.  Henry  I.  and  Stephen^ 

1  See  saver  Coins,  Plate  XXVIII.  No«  7—10.  No  9  is  6oul3^ 
termarked  with  a  Sliield  of  tte  Kiiag^s  Arms. 

m  Domesdi^y  Book,  td.  I.  lolfo  «8a.  -  ii  1^.  il^. 
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I34S  or  1249.  In  the  33d  year  of  Henry  III.  a^ 
Writ  was  issued  commanding  certain  Officers  to  be^ 
chosen  for  this  Mint^  as  well  as  for  various  others  ^« 
After  this  time  not  any  Coins^  nor  any  Records  re* 
Iftting  to  it>  are  known. 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

OXFORD. 

The  Mint  in  this  City  is  of  very  high  anti- 
quity. It  can  even  boast  of  a  specimen^  remaining 
unto  this  day,  of  the  Money  struck  here  by  ^Ifred^ 
the  great  Patron  of  the  University.  On  this  Coin, 
which  is  the  chief  ornament  of  the  Cabinet  in 
the  Bodleian  Library,  the  name  of  the  City  is 
written  orsnaforda.  This  word  is  singularly 
placed  on  the  Obverse,  with  the  King's  name.  Ano- 
ther Coin,  struck  also  by  j^lfred,  has  doro  for  Can* 
terbury^  in  a  similar  position  ;  and  these  two  are^  as 
I  believe,  the  only  instances  in  which  such  a  circum- 
stance occurs,  in  the  whole  series  of  Coins  which  have 
been  struck  in  this  Island  p. 

I  have  not  met  with  the  name  of  this  City  on 
aty  Coin  of  j^theist^n,  though.  Sir  Henry  Spelman 
says  that  he  appointed  two  Mints  here  ^ ;  nor  do  I 
find  that  any  Money  was  coined  in  this  place  again 
until  the  reign  of  Eadgan  After  his  time  there  are 
Coins  of  Eadwearjd  the  Martyr,  of  JEthdred  IL,  of 
Cnut,  of  Harold  I.,  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  of 
Harold  a 

o  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  Aecoiuit  ef  WfUiigford  Mint; 
P  See  ADglo-Saxon  Coins,  Plate  XV.  No  10,  and  Plate  XVI. 
No  14. 
q  Concil.  edit.  1639«.  SoL  403,  cap,  6y  horn  a  MS«  senna  tioMf 
t#  Jonial  Abbey.    FeAall*^  Bistcry  of  Osfard>  p.  930. 


IN   BRITAIM   AND   ITS   DEPENDENCIES.        S49 

From  Domesday  Book  it  appears  that  the  County 
of  Oxford  paid,  for  the  Bargh^  twenty  Pounds  By 
weight,  and  for  the  Mint  the  same  siim  of  Pennies 
that  were  twenty  to  the ;  Ounce  ^  It  is  likewise 
stated  in  the  Record,  that  Suetman,  a  Moneyer,  had 
one  free  house  within  the  City,  which  was  rented  at 
forty  Pence  •. 

Coins  of  William  I.  and  IL  are  known,  and  also 
of  Henry  I.,  in  the  17th  year  of  whose  reign,  .111^, 
Faratius  Abbat  of  Abendon  mentions,  among  seve* 
ral  revenues  in  Oxford  which  be  bestowed  on  the  In* 
firmary  there,  6ve  Shillings  for  tl^  land  of  Eadwiu 
the  Moneyer*.  Also  in  the  Foundation  Charter  of 
Oseney  Abbey,  by  Robert  Doily,  in  the  30th  year 
of  the  same  King,  1129,  are  granted  lands  held  by 
ijiodwin  and  Brithric,  Moneyers  '*. 

Stephen  coined  here. 

11^0.     Henry  II.  likewise  had  a  Mint  in  this" 
City.     This  appears  from  the  following  entry  in  the  ■ 
Sheriff's  Accounts  of  Oxford,  in  the  seventh  year  ot 
his  reign :  "  Vicecomes  redd.  Compotum  de  quataor 
Marcis  de  Burgo  de  Oxenford,   et  de  Monet.''* 
His  Coins  are  known.  > 

l!^0S.     In  the  ninth  year  of  Ring  John,  the  Mok 
neyers,  &c»  were  ordered  to  attend  at  Westminst^'^  ^ 
there  to  receive  the  King^s  commands  y. 

Henry  III.  also  coined  here,  as  appears  from  bis  ' 
Money  still  remaining. 

1421.      Nothing  further  occiirs  respecting  this- 

V  Vol  I.  fi*o  K4,  b.  s  Id.  folio  154. 

t  Beg.  Coenob.  Abendon.  f.  161.    Pedhall's  Oxford,  p.  330. 

tt  Monasticon  AngUcanum^  vol.  II.  p.  137. 

*  In  Offic.  de  Pipe.    Twyne  8.331.    Pcshairs  Oxford,  p.  siso. 

y  iSee  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  Account  of  Carlisle  Mint.      \ 
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N       * 


Mint  until  the  ninth  year  of  Henry  V.^  when  the 
Sheriff  aeeounted  for  it' ;  as  he  did\il8o  in  the  third 
year  of  Edward  IV.  1463  •. 

Charles  I.  having  removed  from  Shrewsbury,  and 
having  fought,  oh  Sunday  the  234  of  October  I642, 
the  Battle  of  Edgehill,  came,  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month,  to  this  City  ;  where  the  several  Col- 
leges presented  him  with  all  that  remained  of  their 
Plate,  and  with  all  the'  Money  left  in  their  several 
Treasuries  ^, 

On  Tuesday  the  3d  of  January  in  the  same  year 
there  came  into  this  City  and  to  the  Court  divers 

>  Cart.  ^d.  Christi,  101'.    Peshalls  Oxford,  page  330. 

»  Wood's  Not.  folio  96.     Pesball,  ubi  supra. 

^  "The  Earl  of  Clarendon  [History  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  II. 
p.  53]  seems  to  represent  the  first  loan  made  to  the  King  to  have 
consisted  chiefly  of  Plate,  and  the  last  now  made  by  this  Univer- 
sity to  have  been  altogether  Money.  But  it  is  more  probable, 
^rom  the  following  Extracts  of  Papers  and  Memorandums  still 
remaining  in  this  University,  that  their  first  benevolence  was 
principally  Money  y  aQjl  that  their  Plate  was  not,  at  least  the 
greatest  part  of  it,  presented  to  him  '  till  after  his  coming  to 
Oxford.*-  Which  is  also  more  agreeable  to  his  immediate  removal 
of  the  Mint  thither.'* 

These  Extracts,  &c.  "  were  very  kindly  communicated  [to  Dr. 
Folkes]  by  the  Reverend  and  learned  Francis  Wise,  B.D.  of  Trinity 
College  in  Oxford ;  who  has  further  informed  me,  that  there  is  very 
little  more  to  be  found  at  tbe  University  relating  to  these  affiurs  5 
excepting  only  two  dr  three  otheir  Receipts  for  Plate  delivered  to 
the  same  purpose  as  the  under-mentioned  Receipt  to  the  Rector 
and  Fellows  of  Exeter  College.  The  great  danger  of  being  called 
upon  by  the  Parliament,  as  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  several 
Heads  of  Houses  had  already  actually  been,  having  made  all 
people  very  careful  what  they  entered  and  committed  to  writing 
in  those  times  concerning  such  matters :  and  for  the  same  rea* 
sou,  in  all  probability,  all  the  Records  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Mint  here  were  secreted  and  destroyed.  So  that  no  more  is 
now  knovyn  about  these  transactions  than  what  is  to  be  gathered 
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carts,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  more,  loaden  with 
Prince  Rupert's  goods,    arid  with  the  Mint  from 

from  old  and  very  imperfect  traditions.    Tlie  substance  of  the 
Extracts  above  spoken  of  is  as  follows : 

"  From  the  University  Register : 
*VJuly  11,  1642.    The  King  sent  a  letter  to  Dr.  Prideaux^ 
Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  then  Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford,  to 
borrow  Money  of  the  Colleges  and  Halls^  to  be  repaid  with  the; 
interest  of  8  per  cent.** 

"  From  the  College  Register  of  All  Sould : 
''July  11,  164*2.  Upon  a  letter  from  the  King,  the  College 
agreed  to  lend  all  the  ready  Money  in  their  Treasury^  viz.  3611. 
7s.  3d. ',  and  that  they  would  borrow  a&  much  as  is  owing  to  the 
said  Treasury  upon  the  College  Bond,  which  is  3002. ;  in  all, 
65  H.  7s.  Sd.  to  his  Msgesty^s  use,  receiving  an  acquittance  for 
the  same,  by  his  Majesty's  direction,  from  Sir  Richard  Cha- 
worth.  Chancellor  of  Chichester. 

"Note,  that  in  Rushworth's  Collections,  part  III.  vol.  XL, 
may  be  seen  the  King's  letter  to  the  Vice-Chancellor,  fi'om 
Beverley,  the  ISth  of  July,  1642;  wherein  h^  returns  his  royal 
thanks  for  a  most  large  and  atnple  testimony  of  the  afiection  of 
this  loyal  University,  by  the  free  loan  of  a  very  considerable  sum 
of  Money,  in  a  time  of  so  great  and  urgent  necessity." 
*'  From  the  same  College  Register  of  All  Souls  : 
''Jan.  6,  1642.  The  King's  letter  to  the  College,  to  deliver 
tlieir  Plate  to  Sir  William  Parkhurst  and  Thorny  Bushell^  j^s^. 
Masters  of  th&Mint,  to  be  repaid,  as  soon  as  God  shall  enable 
us,  after  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  per  Ounce  white  Silver>  and 
B\e  Shillings  six  Pence  gilt  Silver."  V 

"  An  original  Paper,  in  the  hand  of  the  Piresidont  of 

Corpus  Christi  College : 
"Jan.  ^1,  1642.     It  was  agreed  that  our  College  Plate  should 
*  be  sent;  unto  the  King,  according  to  his  letter  of  Jan.  6,  1642. 
By  us^  RoB.  NEWLiN,.Pr. 

and  four  more." 
"  From  a  Letter  to  the  Rector  and  Fellows  of  Exeter  College ; 

"  CHARLfeS  R»  '  * 

*f  ■  ■  .  I  and  having  received  several  quantities  of  Plate  from 
divers  of  our  loving  Subjects,  we  have  removed  oUr  Mint  hither, 
te  our  City  of  Oxford,  for  the  Cbinage  thereof. 


35^        PJE^A^WI  Of:  Mf^Tik  AMfx  ^lo^y^^^s. 


S)}jr«iv9bury>.ax)d  Fith  40019  good  jitoi^.fif  ^iylv^r. 
Qr^  tobemeltefl  i^to  Silver,  smd  coinied  iato,]V|pmey^ 


t        •* . 


*'  And  we  have  entrusted  dur  trusty  and  well-b^loired  Sir  Wil; 
liam  P^khurst,  Km.  and  Thomas  Bushell,  Esq.  Officers  of  o^r^ 
Httf^rM  recdive  tN  6aaie*Plal»lSNni  jbu;"  - 
>;',T?,        ,.   .  f' The BeoilftJI^rlhe same f  .,{ 

\  V  F^b.  %,  1649.'  lUc^iyed  of  |he  Eertor  and  Feltofira  of  )^f- 1 
ter  in  Oxford^  in  Plate^  for  ius  Majesty's  service^  as  followeth : 

'  •     ^     "  lb.    02.  dwt-  '^ 

•'*         fa^hHePtote-    :    -    •.i^    208      4     !8  *< 

•v";         IttgUlBble     -    -''*    *.    .  .-  as      o -^  8-'  -    -/O 

Total    24d      6       1."  '  ' 


By  the  Register  of  the  saint  Col]4(^  wherdn  ar^^qoie^Iedfr. 
t^sf  Jthft|^seil,bet|ve^D  tt^e  king  and  ^h^iC(4leg^|  H  furtA^er 
appears^  that^  upon  his. first  desiring  their  Plate,  they  presei^jed 
a  PetitionV  setting  forth,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  StatuWi^ 
they  were  sworn  to  observe,  to  alienate  or  so  xnuch  as  to  alter 
the  form  of  their  Plate,  ^upon  any  pretence  whatsoever.  To 
which  the  King,  in  his  answer,  urged  the  example  of  other  Col- 
l^^es,  who  were  equally  tied  down  ^  in  that  respect  by  their  StiU 
tiHes :  and  told  them,  that,  if  they  considered  the  ihtentton  of 
tneir  fiene&ctorsj  they  would  xhake  no  dcruple.  Upon  Ivhich 
tl)feycom[^ed  witli  his  desire.**  \         " ;  "  ^*  '     ' 

^    '   -''  -^^ From  the  tJnivers!tylReglster :    "'  '    '  ** 

'*  To  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  the  rest  of  the  Convocation. 
'♦Charles  R.  \      / 

*^**^  trusty  and  weM-belovcS,  We  greet  yoU  Well.  Whereas  iJe 
Save  lately,  by' our  fetters  to  the  several^tleads  and'Fellowsbf 
^¥ery  Collegelh  this  our  Universitjr,  d^Bired  the  loan  of  all  the 
^ate  beTonging  to  thes^  out*  said  Colleges,  for  the  supply  ani 
fn^nteriance  erf  our  Antiy  raised  for  the  defence  of  us  and  fhese 
Miole  Kingdoms;  and  wror^'we  are  infbrmedthat  tti^i*^  ar6 
olher  quahtitys  of  Plate  belonging  to  our  Uriiversity  for  the  use 
df  several  Halls,  vvHch  cannot  be  disposed 'of  but  by  the  consent 
of  thi5  Cof  vocation  5  we  have  thought  fit  &c.  Sc.-J-tttlbrd,  25 
Janil642."'^    "   '  ^  -  '''  '''"'      '     •''  ''  ' "'  •"  /' 

"  Quibus  periectis  per  Procuratorem  Universitatis,  prorbsante 
Vice-Canceltarid>  t>xmiis  coetiis  itiagistroruth  fegeiitiutn  et  ;non 
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one  Mr.  Bushell  being  tiie  chief  dealer  therein :  the 
Mint  was  set  up  in  New  Ihh  «,  mider  the  direction 
of  Sir  William  Parkhurst  and  Thomas  Bashell, 
Esq.^ 

On  the  following  Tuesday,  Jam  10,  the  King^* 
Letters  came  abroad  to  all  die  Colleges  and  Halls, 
for  their  Plate  to  be  brought  in  to  the  Mint,  ther^  to 
be  coined  into  Money,  with  *  promise  of  re-funding 
it,  or  paying  for  it  a^in  after  five  Shillings  the 
Ounce  for  Silver,  and  five  Shillings  and  six  Pence  for 
Silver  and  gilt  * ;  with  which  order  the  Members  of 
the  University  complied,  excepting  New  Inn,  which 
alone  dispcited  the  authority  ^ 

Accordingly  the  Colleges  sent  in  Plate,  upon  the 
SOth^  o^  the  same  month,  to  the  following  amount : 

regentium  annuebat,  ut  quscunc^ue  vasa  et  utensiUa  argeatea 
autdeaurata^  10  aulis  invenirentur^  ad  usum  sereniBsimii  &c.<-r- 
31  Jan.  164«."  ! 

[Folke8*s  Table  of  Eoglbl:!  SU?^  .Coins,  pa^  85>  note  *4 

€  Appendix  to  Heanie*s,ChfY)n.  Priopit.  de  Dunstaplej^  p.  76$. 
•*-New  Inn  Hall  had  been  appointed  for  that  purppse  bjT  &n  order 
from  the  King  on  the  15th  of  December. .  [Wood,  HiBt.  h 
Antiq*  Oxon.  page  358.]  , 

d  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins^  page  85.---Mr.  BuiOieli  hav* 
ing  obtained  a  Grant  from  the  K^  to  cinn  Qilyer^  cloa^hefl  the 
Kiqg*8  Army  at  Oxford,  and  brought  the  said  Mint  to  serve  the 
King*s  present  occasion  in  his^garrison  there,  when  his  Mint  in 
the  Tower  was  denied  him.  The  Mint  Mailc  upon  some  of  the 
Coins  struck  in  this  Mint  is  the  letter  b,  which  is  coiijectureds 
ip  the  Explanation  of  the  Plates  in  the  Antiquaries*  Edition  of 
Folkes's  Tables  [page  78],  to  refer  to  this  person.  [BibL  Topog. 
Brit.  No  XXXIX.  p.  101.]  In  the  Monthly  ReTiew,  New  Serm> 
vol.  XLVIl.  p.  43,  he  is  said  not  only  to  have  doathed  the  whole 
Army,  but  ake  to  have  accommodated  the  King  With  a  loan  of 
^^40,000. 

«  Appendix  to  Hearne*s  Chron.  Priorat.  de  JDunst$i|^,.  p^  764* 

'  Wood,  Hist.  &  Antiq.  Oxon.  page  358. 
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The  Cathedral  Church  of,  ChrUt      17^,  3  14 
•Jesus College       -    -    -,-    -    ~    8^. XI.  5 

priel  College       -    -    -    "    "    "     82    0  1^ 
;..8Hf«n>  College,  -    -.,.--    '    '  193    3     I 
.  ,j^.inc9Jn  .College  r  .,r  ,r    ^    -  .  -.   4.7    2.5: 
.  Smyfl»»<K  College  ,  -   ,r  ,  .1/  -    .r.    6l     ff    5. 
.    Brazen  Nose  College    -----  isi     2  15  , 
.  St.  Mairr  M5)g<ilal^npo)}^ge,   ,-    -296    .6}$ 

All  Souls  College     -    -    -    -    r  «53     1  W 
;;]^liol  (College ,    -     7    .-.,---    4^     4     0    . 

Merton  College     -     -    -    -     -     -  79  11  10 

Trinity  College       -----     174     7  10    ^ 

Total     1610    i  18 


<■■■■  *  ■  ip 


The  Gentry  and  Clergy  likewise  iient 
,     in^  on  the  same  day, 
JSr  Peter  Wich,  Coraptroller,  &c.     3flO     5  I3 
Dr.  Smith,  Parson  of  Tredington       33     4    0 
Plate  brought  in  by  William  Bare- 

foote  "'  -  -  r  ■:  -  •  -  J3  10  I3 
Mr,  Leviston,  of  the  Bed^-channber  178  5  i9 
Mr.  Andnefw  BoFeihaii  -  •  «-  -  12  !t  \$ 
Mr.  Hipsley,    pesented   by  Dr. 

Tolsom      -     -    -    -     -    -     103     5  16 

TptaV     .701  IQ    .95 


<*■     ■■.' 


To  these  must  be  added  the  PUte  of        , 
Exeter  College,  which  was  gi^ren  on 
the  3d  of  February    -    -    -     -     246    5     l^ 

Z  Gutch's  Collectanea  Curiosa^  vol.  I.  gage  2^7» 
b  See  note  ^  in  jiage  35^.  " 


»   •    . 


Atid  that  belonging  to  the  Halls,  for  which  there 
was  an  Order  of  Co'ilvocatioii',  biit  the  ^moutilf  of 
which  does  not  appear '.  ,....• 

In  the  next  year,  1643,  according  id  Anthony  It 
Wood,  all  thfe  Plate  in  Oxford  was  cari^ied;  tiy-bis 
Majesty's  cdmmand,  to  the  Mint  ki  New  Itfrii'sftid 
there  turned  into  Money,  to  -pay  iiis  Ulajfeslv's 
ArmiesJ^.  '       "-' '•    '  '^"^  '^'^'\'r. 

About  thfe  samq  time  the  Mint  warrcAvJy  escaped 
destruction  from  a  dreadful  fireV^ which  was  occa- 
sioned  by  a  soldier's  roasting  a  pig*  that  he  h^d 
stolen  V     •  ;         *  ^* 

'  Gutch*s  Colleetan^  Curiosa,  vol.  I.  page  lOB. 

^  Life  of  Anthony  ^  Wood,  p.  20.  All  Anthony's  Plate,  which 
had  been  given  to  him  by  his  Godfathers  and  Godmother^  anil 
was  considerable,  was  taken  from'binfl.  * '  * ' 

^  Id.  p.  25.  See  a  Poem  intituled  ''  A'Curse  16  VukAn,  occa- 
sioned by  agreftl  Fire  iaOxfofd,  ^Jhieh  b^n  fittihe  Toafetin^^f 

aPigge,  X64V.  .,,.    ,    I    ^•      I     u...r;>   it  I 

*'  You  din'd.  Hell  doe.  you  gpod^>qn%  ,at  the  Pigge,    ,         ,q 

Which  sure  was  rosted  well,  wer't  nere  so  bigge  ^    ' 

Bat  not  content  to  feed  as  you  could  catchy      '''"' 

On  6dcoutseimeaCaflf1toipitfaft»y  thatch,  '  •  J  ,1?/ 

Y^u  6>ani>*d(  and  chaf *d,.  tasted  $b^9mv^  afi4»HASI^  :\tA 

And  swallowed  a|^ ^e  wqody^:;*^  in^flie  way. . ,  .    j  |      ^\f 

And  then  you  and  your  warme  tempestuous  irayne  ^. 

Fdlowed  hy  seat  into  a  close  by^Lane.  Ntw  Inne  Lane* 

Where  you  had  seized  the  Mint,  but  that  withall 

^Aiirum  Pd^abile  wats  too'cordiall. 

Where  you  had  injured  those  by  rash  designs         3ir  W.  P,» 

Whom  virtue  mbife  thaliWti^flkAife^yies:    ***  0«aitfeH^'  1 

{Men  Miraclcsy  witK  QtkeV'R>eikite^  .^eltviiLltdfl^. 

,  :  Ch.  in  Oxpn.  .16mo,  J^m^,  l4^,  pt «» J  y 


*  Sir  William  Parkhurst,  Itfaster  of  the  Mint<  ' 
f  Martin  Lleweliin.    Athense  Oxou.  vol.  11.  col.  706* 

A    A    2 


^S^  PLACBS  OF  MINTS  AND   BXCHANGfiS 

At  this  Mint  chiefly "  ^re  struck  the  Coins  which 
are  commonly  called  Exurgat  Money,  front  the  le- 
gend on  the  Reverse,  exvrgat  devs  dissipentVr. 
iNiMici ".    They  are-  dated  in  the  years  1642^  43, 

44,  45,  and  46  ".  >  / 

In  this  last  year  Oxford  was  taken  by  the  Parlia- 
menty  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  the  Mint  was  then 
discontinued. 

During  the  years  Before-mentioned,  lifge  quanti- 
ties of  Money,  both  of  Gold  and  Silver,  must  ha^e 
been  struck,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  numb^  of  the 
pieces  still  extant. 

As  this  Mint  was  managed  by  the  Officers  and 
Moneyers  that  cahie  from  Aheristwith,  drid  was 
itself  considered  as  the  saftie  Mint  removed  p,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Money  that  was  coined  in  it  was 
marked  on  both  sides  with  the  Welsh  Feathers,  the 
distinguishing  mark 'bf  that 'Mint ;  and  some  has 
6Ven  the  Mint  Mark  ofthe  open  Book  ^. 

'  One  beautiful' Crowii  has  the  City  of  Oiford  uh^^r 
thfe  King*s  Bt6rse,  with  oioN  over  it  ^ 

This  Money,  feys  Folkes,  not  only  differed  in 
form  [typc^  Iprtitfmfe,  mustbe  tueant]  from  #hat 


/  »  .' 


The  remainder  of  this  poem/  which  is  extended  to  more  tlito  an 
^^{|]jdie4^>^»  deBcribestt^.pragc^fis  of  thtt  6re  ihc9Ugk  other 

m  Sefc  one  struck  at  Exeter,  Supplement  Plate  V.  No  2a 
' '  *•  EwimtheHfwithl^lrii.  " 

Ai  l%e  WAt  is<^iidt  MteiitibbetHa  th^  Artliele^  for  th^  surrender 
of  t!«e  City.  [Ruahworth,  H.  Col.  pt.  IV.  vol.  I.  p. 280],  so  that 
it  VV93  probacy  withdrawn  befoi^  that  tiiiie. 

P  Table  of  Silver  Coin^,  p^S*.   '  " 

q  Seft.«ik^Cofa^/=«at*-XXlV:NM  e  and  8.  ITie  SUver 
Plate  was  reduced  to  Stindai^d  by  fliie-^lto  ffoiti  tibl¥b^ 
Mines.    See"  iMt^i^tWWtift,  ^.' •  ^  '^    ^  W;  N^  1 . 
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jhad  .been  before  coined,  bpt^n^je  pieces ^of  uciy  de^ 

nominations  were  s^lio  now  ^kjtrpducecj^  there  beii^.j^ 

made  of  Silver  pieces  pf  .jen^  and  ^^enly  Sbillipgps.     ^^  ^^^ 


They  are  in  general  of,  v^yjrifoarjse  a^^  m^a^.^ 
but  in  their  weight  are  not  to  be  fouiad  ■fajilt,with^*.^^^^^**^^ 
Some  are  marked  with  z)f^  ^  a|id  a  B  infc^rlaji?^  j  of3^^.^^-*'tJ^\ 
the  date  of  1^44;  and  of  .SJIveroaljr,    .^they  zj^j^-r^  -^ii^.- 
ported  to  have  been  thus  marked  in  nvempry  *pf  ,]d|r. -^t^   ^ 
Richard  Baylie,  President  of  St.  John's  ;Collegq^;and  ^  J^^^yA, 
Dean  of  Sah^bury ;  a  gentl^ipan  .\ybo  suffered  greatly  y  * 
afterwards  for  his  services  to  the  KioK,  and  .who  is'^^^^^  ^ 
said  to  have  procured  him  a  considerable  loan.a^bput  ^^^&^ ; 
this  time ;  but  what  credjt  ijs  tp  be  given  to  thi^  tra-  ^^iu^n-^^^^^^^ 
dition  I  shall  not  determine  ^*   Qther^s  have  ^  B.f^t^f^fe  ^  ;^  ^a^  z 
bead  of  the  King's  Style,  the  meaning  of  whi^^js.^ 
QQt  known,  unless  it  should  be  intended  for  the 
initial  of  Boshell^  the  name  of  the  Mint Mast^.^^  ^^  '    .     ^^ 
There  were  made  in  this  Mint,  of  Silver,  Pieces  ' 

of  Twenty  Shiljjngs,  and;  Ten  Shillings^  prg^wi^,  ^C^^ 
Half  Crowns,   ShiUings,    P^f  Shillings,    CSr^atd, -^«^jfe^  ^ 
Quiarter  Shillings,  Half  Groats,  and  PEiipies.*^?  %}^^  ^^^  ^"-^^ 
Gold  Coins  were^    the  Ttiree  Pound  , Pieq^]  the  .^  j.  y 
Twenty  Shillings,  and  the  Tea  Shillings  ^.       ; ,,  ,• 

Tiie  name  of  thi»  place  tualbes  itf)  fl^st  app)earVtl6e 
as  a  Mint  Town  upon  a  Penny  of  Harold  It.,'*wl][tdh 
reads  witni.  It  is  again  found  upon  a  Coiq  of 
William  I^  wha*^  it  is  writtea  witti  ;  but  ao  Mo- 

s  Table  of  Silver  C(HQa,  p.  87.  -  .  '  v  u 

t  Id.  p.  90.    See  Plate  XXIV,  No*  %,  3,  and  9.  J  i    . 

.uSee  Silver  (;;j9i]9«>  KfetcB' XXIII,  t^d  XXiy.».  .tfidbSapple- 
iiMBntPlate  V.Nt^-lO-^SO..       >,,       .'■  »i  :  ..;.,- ..,,..^  Ty\rM 
w  See  GoM  Coi^P^  Plate  XIII.  N?f^^#  J^Q^  wl  Jll.  ^     *^^c lulf 


35f       nMHSB  1 0r  i  mints  ana  shcmangbs 
ii6yMhi0  fbeen  discoYaiied  .oC^^a  date  latei>  than  ikis 

) ,  '  y;     /        srtiHOPSHIRK 

A  Penny  of  Henry  III.,  of  the  Coinage  which 
took  place  in  his  32d  year,  reads  hedlie  *  for  the 
place  of  Mintage  ;  but  I  know  not  to  w;hich  Town 
of 'that  naine  it.  is  to  be  referred.  The  only  ow 
which  occurs  in  Domesday  Book  is  hadehelle  in 

sUl-opsilirey:      ,     •;;     ■        •' 

Snelling  has  given  hadeleii^  as  a  Miilt  Town  ou 
the  Money  of  Edward  1.  or  If. • ;  but  I  believe  errp- 
neously,  as  Robert  de  iTadley  was  Moneyer  at  St, 
Eclinupidsbury  *, -^«' ^  j^siu^ai-^;  yacr*-  /*  /'^"^o- 

I^UDLOW, 

It  is  probable  that  Eadgar^  Eadward  the  Mar^ 
lyr,  Aethelred  II.  Cnut,  Harold  I^.   struck  Coins 
•  here,  and  possibly  also  Edward  thi&  Confessor  and 
:^illiaml. 

!  SHRE^WSBURY.  ,^ , 

This  Town  was  of  sufficient  importance  in  the 
reign  of^^^helstan  to  be  ^llpwed  the  privilege  pf  a 
Mint^  though  it  is  not  particularly  mentioned  i^  his 
Law  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Coinage.  Som^of 
bis  Money,  however,  bears  (he  name  of  this  place  on 
the  Reyerse,    . 

,    Eadgar  also  coined  here;  as  did  .  ., 

,^       yaStbe^red  II.  Cmit,  ^rid 

JBdward  th?  Confessor  ;   in  whose  reign  there 
were  three  Moneyers  in  this  Town ;  who,  after  they 

»  *  (  ■ 

s'/Dr.Combe'i^MS.  y  Vol.  I.  folio  ^5.' 

*0..1^Mr  of  the Mver  Coin,  p.  19. 
^  Register  Kempe,  ^o  IIT.    Harl  MSS.  N^  64Si.  ■ 


IK^BftlVilLIiaoAKf)   ITS  DEPSIfDEKClRa.        359^ 


had  poreluid^  tbeir  Money  Dies,  in  like  tnanner  as 
other  Moneyers  of  the  Country  did,  each  of  thbin 
within  fifteen  days  gave  <td  the  King  twenty  Shil- 
lings.  This  was  done  whilst  the  new  Coinage  waa 
in  progress,  Moneta  vertente  ^. 

A  Penny  of  Harold  II.  has  s  r  only  for  the  plaee^ 
of  Mintage,  but  was  probably  struck  here. 

When  the  general  Survey  of  the  Kingdom  was 
taken,  in  the  reign  of  William  I.,  Earl  Roger  held 
this  City  of  the  King,  and  also  the  whole  Couhty> 
and  all  the  Demesne  which  King  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor had  thf  re «.  With  these '  he  no  doubt  held 
the  Mint  also,  though  it  i^  not  specified  in  the  Be^ 
cord,  for  there  are  still  existing  Coins  of  William  !• 
which  were  struck  in  it. 

His  son  William  II.  also.coined  in  this  place ;  and 
so  did 

Henry  I.  Henry  ll.  and  *^  ^y  *f 

Henry  III. ;  in  the  33d  year  of  whose  reign, «^^*^^/2^= 
1248  or  1249,  a  Writ  was  issued  for  the  election  oi'-^A^  ^ 
Officers  for  this  Mint*^:    Coins  from  which  jstillj^^.  .^  ^ 
remain.    *^^^- ''  ^-^.//-^ri.  r^.^j  V^JUj  ^ ^c/-e^  ^Ac^X^^ 

Nothing  farther  is  known  respecting  the  Coinage^^^^^vXi  ^ 
of  Money  in  this  place  until  the  year  1^42%  when*^^*-^^'^'*^ 
King  Charles  I.  removed  from  Nottingham  to  this^^-^*^^^ 
town,  and  erected  hi^  Mint,  in  which  was  coined''''*^^  y^>*^»^ 
the  remainder  of  the  Plate  given  by  the  two  Univer-J'^'^'''^''**^ 
sities,  part  of  whith  had  already  been  minterf  at^'^^^**^.^^ 
York.     In  the  King*s  Speech  to  the  Gentlemen  at*'^^^/**;^ 
this  place  he  said,  that  "  he  had  sent  for  a  Mint,'^*^""*"/^^^ 

1>  Domesday  Book,  vol.  I.  folio  252.  «  Id.  folio  254.       •>         ^A 

^  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  acopunt  of  Wallingford  Mint.       /       ^^ 
c  This  seems  to  have  taken,  place  \xi  the  month  of  September '*^^*^  ^*^^ 
£Parl.  Hist.  vol.  XI.  p.  483.]  /fi;^^*^-^^  '^r.^  (^sU^^'^a^  A-  --^^^  ^ 

l^M.,i/t^     %3i^>K_  ^^€-w    a^^M-^  fiiA-^  i^i^t^/^  if-f-f^^^^,   A^*^  ^^^a^^ij 


3^0  F^kiA'C^'l>t'§ltMtS  aMi  BXMkAMeBt 

/A,*  ,u.Ji  txsSi  wtold  ni^  tbtrnP  ill  Im  d#n  Plate^  i«ftd  «po8e 
^^  ^  ^^  ^  alt  hhi  LsimK to  sttle^  6r  tiiavtgiigel^'  that  he  migHt  biMg 
#^^ UkU^^^ . \^  pressure^ ^tipdn  ^  them/'  At  the  game  time 
^  ^h^  •     'tepressing  brs^hope^  thW  whilst  thcwe  wb6*parsiied 

him. with  violence  "sacrificed  th«r  Money,  Plate, 
/  *   /y,   rJvDi&  utmost  industry  to  destroy  the  Common  wealthy 

^^^^^^^   they,  would  bcr  no?  if 99  ^lilKtraJ  ^.  ^prefi^rve  it."    Ac- 

^^        ^  eordingly  he  delinfered  all  his  own  Plate,  for  the  ser- 

jT^jLjr^  ^yice  of  his  Household^!  to^Ahe  Mint  which  he  had 

//^/^^     established  ^Jiewe,    which  macl^ .  oth^r ;  oo^n  think 

^^  .4fattrs  !iims^  i;h&/  less  worth  tbq  pn^serving!; , and  siic^ 

"^  a/  >«*-  }«»p«rt  was  ^  Piute  rand  Money  were  brought  ia  vo- 
M^  ^^y.'fclttlarily,  nb  maaheio^  pressied,  that  the  Army  was 
^^^c^^„^  fallyi  aikd -odastaatly  paid.  But  yet,  (or  want /of 
;^/i;^^^ 'workmeti  and  instruisaents,  they  could  not  ^ooia  a 
.  4A^  ,j^  i/^U^houttaiid  Pomids  a  weiek,.  and  the  Mint  was  more 
t;  /ttufUU^  Sctr  testation  than  use  ^. 

^HH  ^^ —  This  Mint  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bushell^ 
•^**y^^^ib&Offiitersiof  the  Aberistwyth  Mint  being  removed 
^  >i>^^  ihis  pkw©,  where  they  did  not  .continue  long, 
'T?''^'^^^Wagi  «bon  ordeted  to  Oxford,  where  thegr  arrival 

/H^Jt  Jf*0i.\  -Itifl  nut  known,  that  tb^;  Money >which  was  coined 
.^-^jj^j^  l^^ere  was  distinguished  by  any  particular  mark. 
j^^  >ft;^^    "^^  name  of  this  place  is  written  with  icii,  for 
iiO  ^'f^^^Ud^^^^^^^'^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^'^  Anglo-Saxon  Money  until 

.  f  €larendoB*s  History,  of  the  RebclUon,  vol.,  II.  p.  29.    It 

should  seem  that,  after  the  Parliament  had  seized  the  Tower, 

almost  all  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  were  employed  by  them  j  for  . 

..the  Moneyers  staled  that  in  five  years,  x'li,  from  1640  to  1645, 

^:^e^.  coined  for  the  P^ljament  about  six  millions  of  Silver.  £An- 

^awfr  of  the  Corpqration  of  Moneyers  to  BlondeaU|  folio,  1653, 

;  pu.37<}    'Cbo  Plate  coined  here  was  reduced  to  Standard.by  fine 

Silver  fr(»n  Mr.  Busheli's  Mines  in  Wales.  See  Aberistwith  Mint. 

V 
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oittitted.  It  M  found  ftgaia^  {^o^ev^r,  upQi^  l^e  Pfp- 
ines  of  William  I.  and  IL;  but  on  ^e  C^jps  of 
Hi^Bfiyll.i  it  ia  trrittefi . sai^ope^  wd,pn  thos^  of 


SOMERSETSHIRE: 

•  * 


1  •  ( 


ibatk; 


!1 


The  eirliest'Coin  which  has  occbrr^  of. this* 
Mihf^as  striiC^k  by  i^^heUlan,  on  which  the  name 
is:  Writteh  BAt  civtTATE.' '  This  additionof  the  twyi 
City  wai  cbiitih\ied  Tby  Eadgat,  who^e  Penny  of  this 
Mhitt^ads  BATHA  ciFiS;  Oil  the  Coins  ^jdSHbd- 
red  II.  k  ddes  not  appear,  not  tipon  any  of  ^<!bdae*€f 
the  sucded^ng  Mondhihs  ^o  eoined  Kete-prior^to 
the  Norman  Conquest,  except  only  Cnirt  and  BH- 
>ard  thd  Confessor.  "  '      ^  IT 

Sir  A*  Fouritaihe,  4ti  his  eighth  Tablei•N^^8, 

gives  a  Coin  of  Harfhacnut '  which  readaon  the  Rfe- 

terse  i{i  wolsig  '6n  bathe  ;  butl  tannot  learn  ^Mt 

the  Coin  is  to  be  found  hi  any  Cabinet  at  thta^time. 

•'Specimens  stnVexis^/ofihd  C<^inage  of  WiHislii  I.; 

/  s  ]nCollip$pi)Xlf^orj  of  j^m^^H^ure  it  i^.^jd  tbi^^th 
''  at  length  cmumed  nfiw  splendour,  under  the  Ausustan  reunu^f 
Edgar,  who  in  the  year  9t3  was  consecrated  and  trowneoriith 
great  solemnity  in  the  Church  of  St,  Peter  in  the  presence  of  Os- 
wald Archbishop  of  Yoi'k,  ahd  the  several  other  VMk(^^  kng* 

Jind."  [(iervas.  Act.  Pohtif.  (fiantuar.  de  Sanctr  Ihi^BiMAb.] 
**  This  Monarch  endowed  the  City  mith  divers  haktabliipH'^iif&eSf 
erecting  it  into  a  free  Borough,  granting  it  a  Market,  arid  tKe  l9kH]f 

[of  Coinage;'  &c.  &c.  [vol.  X.  p.  17.]     IknoW  not  whiMtHJ^^- 
thor  found  those  passages  which  ai^  ttiarked  With  KaliU&S;'  Vh&e 
i^nothing  of  the  firsiTin  Gervasb ;  atidfbr'theGtaiMsW  iSc^^ 
has  quoted labautliorit]^  NJi^itef^r.-*^    ' '  '<^^K  'M-^Vii    r^ 


imif  hvn^  T^^BPi  a«4t  4piieac9  k<m  DDmetday  Book^ 
tli^  A^lint  j^JlbisCjty.pfiid  ope  huodred  SfaiUings^. 
^ ^V^jllj^iQ  IL  also  pqined  here;  and  in  the  tenth 
yfiBiXtOX  hif  teigp^  1097,  gave  to  God,  and  the  Cbuceb 
of  St.  Peter  jip  Bath,  atid  to  Joha  the  Bishop,  and 
f(>,his.  successors,  all  the  City  of  Bath,  for  the  amg- 
X^entatioa  qf  |  the  revenue  of  |the  See ;  for  the  good 
of.  the  soul  pf  bis  father  King  William  I.,  and  the 
j)^U  of  his  mother^  of  hii^sel{f,  and  of  bis  ances- 
tpfs  land  successors.   Together  with  the  Mint,  &c.  ^ 

Henry  L  conflrmed  this  Grant  in  his,  second  year, 
1 100  i ;.  and  he  ^Iso  coiped  Money  in  this  fi^ce. 
B^ond  his  reign  this  Mint-cannot  be  traced. 

.  The  Historian  of  this  City  has  thought .  fit  ty> 
{blind  the>.  early  account  of  its  Mint  upon  docu-r 
mtots  which  were  communicated  to  him  by  Chat^ 
terton;  and  it  is  evident  that  he  had  no  doubt,  of 
tfaeir '  authenticity,  though  he  afiects  to  leave  that 
point  to  the  judgment  of  the  Reader.  In  justice  to 
kmiy  I  shall  give  the  words  in  which  he  introckices 
the  extraordinary  tale ;  upon  which  it  is  true  that  h^ 
does  net  give  any  express  opinion,  but  of  his  reliance 
oanhich  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  not  only  frohi 
his  mode  of  expression,  but  also  from  his  having,  in 
vafrious  parts  of  his  work,  referred  to  other  commu- 
nications of  Chatterton,  as  if  they  were  of  indubita- 
ble authority. 

•  '^  Here  '*  says  he,  "  I  shall  have  recourse  to  a  cv- 
rious  Collection  of  Coins,  &c.  mentioned  by  Turgot, 

;  (^  Domesday  Book^  vol.  I.  folio  87. 

•.  i  .DugdaJe^Monasticoa  AngUc^vol.  L  p^l85.,  Ex  ver.  Kxewfl. 
ixt  JBibl  Deuv.  an.  10.  Dugdale^  by  a  strange  mistake,  gives 
this  as  a  Charter  of  William  I. . .        -         *  J  Id.  iUd. 


m  ^nitAm'  Aim  ITS  Mip^DWycffi^.      $6it. 

pMsa^dd'ftHefr^rdli  ih  tfcte^biriet  of  Mf.  Canytig€l 
and  although  the  »Ctti  m  them sel vefe  cannot  ^bi?  pro- 
duced, yet  an  Account  of  thefm,  said  to  bedrkwii 
up  from  the  Cabinet  itself,  by' Thomas  Ro^^ltey 
libout  14605-  in  his  bvfn  writing,  is  still  extant.  'And 
as  I  would  'giv€^  the  real  and  genuine  account  of  tUib 
Traaslator's  own  woi^ds  ft-otn  Turgot,  I  shall  confine 
mf^f  to  b  faithful'  attd  -  ej^act  copy  of  the  original 
patchtnent  manuscript;  as  follows,  in  which  the  irtfc 
and  letters  by  time  were  almost  defaced,  and  'leai^6 
the  Reader  to  judge  of  its  authewticity."  ^ 

Erora  his  Gopy  o^* this  Turgot-Rowlie  Treatise! 
shall  now  give  all  that  tefet^^  to  the  Bristol  Mititr 
'"  Oure  fyrste  fathers  the  Bryttons  usyde  yron  and 
brassa  ryngs,  some  rounds  some  shapyd)  likel  aii 
egge :  eleven  of^  these  were  founde  in  the  gardenoi^ 
of  Galfrydus  Coombe  on  Saincte  Mychael's^  Hjrllc^ 
bie  theyre  dysposittdnnein  th^  grounde  seemedild 
have  been  8trung($  onne  a  strynge^  aodiwereaiU^ 
marquede  on  in$yde  thus  AC."'  'u  j 

[From  the  next  s€aM:e0oe  it  appears,  that  all  thciMb 
wer^  in  Maystre  (DanyngeV  Cabynet;]     •    m  '       J 

"July  us  Caasarr^&  Cpynes  vfeve  .the  :fyr«ite  .flii» 
stamped  Monies  ysede 'in  Englande:  after  vthomole 
tbe  Bry tonnes  coyned  as  fallows*  TenantiusiatCai&t 
Brito^^  Ciirfobelyne  attsundfikrie  places,  batte  ncxltc 
at  Caer  Bry  toe,  Arvyragus  at  Caer  Brytoey  Bassi-f 
anus  at  Caer  Brytoe.  Syke  was  the  multttude  ^  of 
Mpnie3  hie  them  coyned  upon  vyctoryes  and '  iyke- 
lyke  tha]t  neyther  anie  Kynge  tyll  Artharrei  tyme 

^  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe  that  some  doubt  would  not 
Mvebeen  expressed  in  tbU  place;»  if  any  had  existed  in  the  mind 
of  the  Author.  ' 

1  Of  all  this  multitude  not  one  piece  has  reached  these  times  f 


^^4         ¥hAfiS4  OVyHlvn  ANA  t^dHA^GKB 

co|roed  qn^ntity  of.lV^jtaUes  £9?  aoie  use,  nor  did 
Artburee  make  Monies  jbutape^Ofe of  Sylverre  toe 
jbi^^orpeTounde  qf  those  who.  hadwonne  hopaour 
kii3atte}leB/»«^ 

^*  In .  Ad|eUtaoe'#  reygn  were  tWQ  Coj^ppirs  ia 
Brygb&towr  "^y  and  one  nt  Wyckew^rre;  at  which 
two  placfss  :\va8  mi^  ^  paece  yclepen  Twain  Pewy. 

5*  Robert  Rouse  Erie  of  Glpucester,  had  hyp  Mynte 
atBiystowe^  as)d  ooyned  the  heat  Monie  of.  itpie  of 
the  Baronnes. 

'^  llenry  secuiidii»  graunted  to  the  Lord  of  rBcistow 
Caatle  the  ryght  of  coypynge^  and  the  coynynge..  of 
the.Lond  weptf  currapi^te  upto  the  Rejg^e  of  Henri- 
.5:^^.the»thyrde:  the  Coy p?. was  onne  one.  eyde  a 
I^ippaupte  jLyonne  with  ynne  a  strooke  pr  bend 
I§iny8ter«  and  on  the  other  the  Arpis.of  Brightstowe* 
^^^"^JEke  had  theMaioiire  lihertie  oficoypeyng,  and 
4^4^Pie  several  Coyne^  n^anie  of  wbyghe  ai:e  in 
.j^j^ecbpd .^olle  of.Mopief.  Kyf^ge  tjenricuss^t 
^£l9r^  ])4aystre  Canynge  the.  righte  of  cpynynge, 
whiyche  bee  refused;  whereupon  Galfridus  Qcam- 
bus,  who  was  wyth  Mayster  Canynge  and  mieself, 
^MMic^toing  th«  Mide  r3rght@  saietb,  ^  Naie  bie  Si. 
*^iftiiirs  Crosse  hadde  I  such  aii  oflfire,  I  would  coyne 
Meadi  apcl.niake  ne  law  byndrynge  Hyndes. taking 
*  it' — "  Njj  «lottbt,  (sayde.  M«iy»tec  Canynge).  but 

'  |u  B4A6w^  dit  p.  40^  Mr.  Barret  sefys,  ''  la  the  days  of  King 
Athelstan^  says  Roger  Hoveden,  it  was  decreed  there  sfiocfld  be 
ilfGidit^bi^-tfeMttiuMoiietaries/  m,  four  of  the  Kingj  two  of 
^flte  'BMd|)>^<^lie  ^6f  the  m\xA  i  at,  London  dght>  '&e/5  and  at 
'BikiPl6^iux&'^ibMi^Bat^i%)t%xx^^  dll  this  HoTcdea does 

Mt  ^f^^mtymit^'  M0fthe#  k Ihenambrttf Aribtc^o'be foon&m 
any  printed  copy  trf.|BcMi»t«<')5  Laws. 


"     '  ^     .1.      --v'f 


IN  BRITAIN^  A^tt  iTs'^tifPBiinENmfe*.       Sffft 

*•  you'd  dys]pen*  H^eaveti  "^or  gette  Gdulde,-  but  I 
*^  dyspebde  Goulde  to  gfet  Heaven?  '  - 

"  This  curious  account  is  an  exact  tranicript  ftdra 
the  writing  on  vellum,  which  having  aH  the  eskiV- 
ml  marks  of  antlquitjr  to  give  it  thfe  credit  of  ah  ori- 
ginal could  not  b6  passed  by,  however  Readers^ttj^y 
differ  in  theif  opimons.  If  genuine  and  autbairti^k 
it  proves  that  British  Money  was  cbiiled  here*  wifh 
the  name  of  Bristow  iiiscribed  **,  though  hitherto 
unnoticed/' P 

Rowley,  in  ms  AccbuHt  of  Mr.  CahyngeVCaby- 
Oet,  si^published  by  Mr.  Barrett,  says  that  it  con- 
tained "  Coynes  of  Greece,  V^nyce,  Rome,  Fwiimw, 
and  Englande,  from  the  daies  of  Julyus  Oaesai*  to 
thys  present,  consystynge  of  Denarii,  Petty s^,'Okfi$, 

Mancas,  Byzantines,    HoLLfLAND  Moneie^'  of 

__  -  - «       '' 

which  Penys,  Denarii,  and  TwAPENtES%  thette  are 
coyned  in  Brystoe  fouttie  and  nytie  of  dyffafs^te 
ftortes  ;  Bfeirons  Motfie,  Citie  Monie,  Abbye' Motife 
to  besyde;  the  Coynes  and  Moneie  would  fyW4^'^«t 
A^DBE'Rolle.  '"^^' 


^d 


-^  Lam  «ta4oss  to  jAmover  how  it  pKiives  tki$,  ae  Turcot  ^oes 
Ddt  say  that  an;  name  wp  inscribed  on  the  Coins^  Py  iffiat 
means  Mayster  Turgot  himself  discovered  that  the  Coins  'were 
dtruck  at  Caer  Brytoe  id  andther  question,  not  of  very  ^asy*so- 
Itttion.      '         p  %rrel^^«  Aistory  of  fiiiltot,  |>.  ;^7. 

<l  -Rowley  left  behind  him  a  drawing  of  the  Bristol  Twapenny, 
which  was  shewn  by  Mr.  Barrett  to  Mn  Whitakeri  who  tr^tad  it 
as^  a  forgery  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  DucaieL:  [Q^t.  Mag«  Jul)t  If  86, 
p.5«0.3  J /. 

f  r  Why  a  ted  Roll  ?  In  Chatlerton*8  odoamupicatioivsk  te  A|r. 
Banrett  vre  findydlow  aod  purple  Rolls*  Can  it  be  pro^tf  Ul9t 
it  was  the  fiishion  of  those  times  to  stain  the.  Rolls  with  v^rio^s 
ecdours  >  or  wiu  Chaf^toa^miskd  to  l^nk  it  vei^^^Chby'tiaY^ 
hea^d  of  black  and  red  Boolt»  ki  the&Bdtfil|i>er  f  ^ 


^,V'  ^.- 


38$   p&Amsa  or  *  hints  amb  exchanges: 

*  ^FroilD  this  mpMilOiy  there  wcte  ilerired.  thlr 
Coins  mentioned  above,  in  the  little  Eesay  an 
Coining."*  /  • 

M  Jir-foave  tbougbt  it  most  eRpedieni;  t^  give  the 
^holf  .of(TiArgot*i$.aQd  Roivley's  ccMPdmunicfttioos  om 
tb9.3iibJMt  o£  this  Miot  at  oae  view,  as  the  whole  Js 
of  fqaal  .aulhonity,  and  the  .different  parts  must 
stand  or  fall  together. 

Wfi  aowip9$3  an  to  looiie  aiith«acitit;k>  recprds^  and 
to,  the  legends  of  Coins  which  are  still  in  e^ii^itetice; 
The  /iv$t<of  these  beatring  the  name  of,  Bristol,,  whic^ 
I^hav^.  i»et  wUb^  is  a  Penny  of  Gnut,  ^pf  which*  there 
aj^  fimr  or  fiv«  varieties* .   •     i  •  r 

r Harold  Ij,  Edward  tlie  CoAfesaor^  and  Harqld  JLI«^ 
alJL'Jil^i^jsf  coined  here.  : 

i  XhM  Mint  is  not  noticed  in.  Domesdsiy  Hofllk, 
th^ug^  Coins  of  Will^m  I.  are  knc^vt^n ;  9s  ar§  ,aUp 
thoiei^f.WilhanillM  Henry  I.^  s^iidH^nry  IL    ' 

i.l^  or  .1^49;  In  the  33d„yiearof  He^ry  IH.^ 
WritjfyaiP  issued  6Qn<?ernioig  the  election : of  Officeff. 
foril^i^  and  several  other  Mints  ^;  and  his  Coins  :(C^. 
thi^jlMiftt  still  remain.  ; 

ijiJQl  In  the  8th  year  of  Edward  I.  it  wasor-i( 
dained  that  there  should  be  four  Furnaces  ia  (hi$. 
City  J^j  fapdjin  the  year- 1300  .a*i .ardjer  ,w^,  given .foir 
th^, ^bujldjit^g  of  houses. ;fgrr  the  iworkmen  in  thi^ 
Ca^t;],^  here,  and  for  sending  beyond  the  Seas  for 
workmen  ^. 

Both  he  and  his  successor  coined  h^re. 
l45?2i-3.     Jflehry  VI.  in  his  first  year  gave  autho- 
rity to  the  Master  of  the  ]\Iint  tocoin  in  this  place, 

«  Barrrtt's  History  of  Bristol,  p.  44. 

t  See  the  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Wallingford  Mint. 

"  Lib.  Rub.  Scaccarii,  folio  259.  w  d.  28  E.  I.  m.  9. ' 


IN    BRITAIN   ANB   It^-DBPrniDSNCIBaK.         ^Aj^ 

by  an  indoTsertient  upon  im  tndeirture  of  die^lthof 
Henry  V.^  j    .     .  • 

Coins  of  Edward  IV.  still  remaid*  i    ;  ... 

.  As  tbe  Mon^y  of  Henry  VII L  wbicb  wasr  •  ttriick 
liere  bears  on  tbe  Reverse  ci vita  d  kiRiBTOLi£,-4t  ^^U^  7^ 
ihusl  have  been  coined  subsequent  ix^^  the  yenr  1540»%9,^7f«l^:L 
when  Bristol  was  made  a  City,  by  the  erection*  of'  it  yu^  ^;^ 
into  an  Episcopal  See  y.  '  -   yjj^/SjUji, 

In  1549  the  Plate  belongitiig  to  AU  Saiirts  Chifi^ch  /^^  /:jj^ 
in  this  City  was  delivered  into  th^  Mint  for  th#  i/y.  c^-i^ 
Ring'si  use,  ds  appears  by 'the  following  receipt  t    '•  jU^-^t^U^ 

*On  the  l^th  of  August  1549  *  was  received  ^hy^y*^  *^ 
me  Robert  Recorde,  Comptroller  of  his  Majesty^il*  CU'*.*^*^^ 
Mint  of  Btistol,  to  bis  Highness.use,  of  Mr.  Williatai  A  ^^^' 
Younge  and  John  Pykes,  Proctors  of  All  HalteWi^j    •-- 
in  Brifctol^  in  gilt  Silver,-  igdb.  11^ oz.,  and  in  paf^l  /j-^^, 
gilt,  1 5  lb.  3  ouncess  '     -         RoBERf  Recort>A.^'^*'^-    / 

In  the  same  year  Records  likewise  accotm ted^fot* 
tbe  receipt  of  I07  ouncesr  of  gilt  Plate,  ^hd  14^  bf 
parcel  gilt,  belonging  to  tbe  Church  of  St.  Audett*?/^ 
And  131b.  802.  of  Plate  belonging  to  St.  Leon^rd*% 
Church  were  delivered  to  the  King's  Mlht  foFliii^ 
Highnesses  use,  by  virtue  of  bis  Majesty's  L^lte^, 
two  Chalices  excepted  ^  •        •' ^^ 

On  the  19th  of  Jaittraryin  this  yeSif  Lofrd  Seyw  > 
mour  of  Sudley,  High  Admiral  of  Eng^tand,  wair'* 
committed  to  the  Tower;  "^^and  now  many  thi^'g^^ 


*•  J  >   j> 


X  Bundle  in  the. Tower,  vncjafs^jl,        .    r  VoVis^,  pi^'STr  s 

*  Burnet  does  not  date  the  visitatipn  for  th« /Plate  in  the 
Churches  until  the  year  1553  [Reformation^  vol.  y ,  page  205  J5 
which  most  be  too  late,  if  the  ^bdve  Receipt  be  correctly  gtvenl ' ' ' 

•  Barrett's  Histoiy  of  Bristol,  page  440.,  h  lt|.  p^^^ -^8, 
c  Barretts  history  of  Bristol^  P^^.vO^.    Even^qq^  of  those 

was  afterwards  taken  away  in  1553.  .  /       .     ^    ,  , ,  ^ .  . 


368  FtACES   OF   Unm  and  SXCIlANGEft ' 

broke  out  against  him,  and  particularly  a  conspiracy 
of  his  with  SirtVilliam  Sharington,  Vice-Treasuref 
of  the  Mint  at  Bristoli  who  was  to  have  furnished 
him  with  ^.10,000,  and  had  already  coined  about 
^.10,000  false  Money  <^j  and  had  dipt  a  great  deal 
more,  to  the  value  of  ^.40,000  in  all ;  for  which 
he  was  attainted  by  a  process  at  Common  Law,  and 
that  Was  confirmed  in  Parliament."*    • 

The  23d  Article  of  High  Treason,  &c.  against 
Lord  Seymour  stated  that  he  had  moved  the  Lord 
Protector  and  the  whole  Council  that  he  might,  by 
publick  authority,  have  that  which  by  private  fraud 
and  falsehood,  and  confederating  with  Sharington, 
he  h^d  gotten  —  that  U,  the  Mint  at  Bristol  to  be 
his  wholly  ^ 

ft  appears,  by  the  Act  for  his  Attainder,  that  he 
had  devised,  after  ^.10,000  a  month  for  the  wages 
of  his  men,  out  of  this  Mint,  which  he  had  obtained^ 
with  all  the  treasure  in  the  same,  to  be  at  his  com« 
mand  by  the  means  and  consent  of  Sir  Williani 
Sharington  i^. 

There  being  much  Plate  still  remaining  in  AlF 
Hallows  Church  in  1559,  it  was,  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, delivered  to  the  King's  Commissioners  for  the 
use  of  his  Mint  here,  two  Chalices  and  six  Bells 
excepted,  which  were  left  till  the  King's  pleasure 
was  further  known  ^. 

<i  In  the  State  Trials  the  «uin  is  ^13,000;  vol.  VII.  page  1<, 
Hie  Articles  are  in  the  following  page. 

^  Burnet's  History  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  II.  page  93* 

^  Id.  Collrction  of  Records,  page  I4B.  His  Lordship  an-* 
ftwered  only  three  of  the  Articles,  of  which  this  is  not  one. 

%  State  Trials,  vol.  VH.  page  7. 

b  Barrett's  History  of  Bristol^  page  440. 
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This  City  had  a  License  from  .Q^eenEizabeth*to. 
make  Farthing  ^Tokens,  WhicJ^i  vH?re,«triick,iu  Cop*?., 
per,  wi  ha  Ship  on  the  Q^i^  sid?,  aniclx,  B.,©n' t>^,, 
other/ signifying  Civitas  Bristol.     These  went  cwr* 

rent  (for  snniall  things),  at  Bristol  and  ten  mile^^ 
about  ^  .         .     ,  ,  ,., 

I  know  not  the  dale  of  this  License ;  but,  oi^.the  » 
12th  of  May,  1594>  ,a  Letter  was  sent  to  theMayor^, 
and  Alderinen  of  Bristol,  r^^uiring  th^  to  callfn 
all  the  private  Token^  whiqli  bad  been  Sjtamped  fi^d  % 
uttered  by  divers  persons  w^i thin  that  C^ty,  ^ithout(| 
any  raariner  of  authority,    and  which   they  Hiaoy  . 
times  refused  fo  accept  again.      The  Mayor,  &jQ-/ 
were  required,  by  antbority  of  that  Lette^r,  henoe-  i 
forth  to  restrain  them,  and^  m  the  names.. sighod  to. 
that  Letter,  straightjy  to  cbargf  and  require  them  to 
change  ttje  sanie  for  current  Money,,  to  the  Val^e  ^^ 
th^y  were  first  uttered  by  tbem  ;    and  that  no^ej^ 
should   make  the   same   without   Hcense  from  tlie 
Mayor,  &c.  who  were  to  take  especial  care  thpt,the  . 
former  abuses  were  duly  reforniiedr  •         <  -i 

This  Letter  appears  to  be  f^oni  the  Privy  Council, 
as  the  following  persons  are  stated  to  be  jireseni  ^  jf 
L.  Arch  B.  of  Cant.  L,  Keeper.  L.  Tb'rer.  L.  Ad-  ' 
miralK  L.  Chamb'laine.  L.  Buckhurst.  S^  tio.  C^ciU.  ^ 
S^JcWolley. 

On  the  2d  of  April  16*09  Thomas  Moze,  pn^  of 
the  ordinary  yeomen  of  the  King's  Chamber,  and 
William  Eclgeley,.x>rdinary  groom  of  the  samd^  .perr 
titioned  the  King  for  a<  sole-  License  to  stamfp^Faw  r 
thing  Tokens  f6r  the  Cities  of  Bristol  and  Gldtfcfes^ 


i  Malynes^  Lei  Mercatoria^  page  194. ,  Thp  TokeD>  with  this 
1Vpe>  in  Snelling,  is  dated  1652.  ^736  eJ^^A^/-  ^^^^^  M^tr,^^ 
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ter;  which  Petition  was  referred  by  the  King  to 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  Highness  for 
Suits.  The  Petitioners  state  that  the  City  had  re- 
ceived, many  years  past,  authority  from  the  Queen, 
of  famous  memory,  to  stamp  Farthing  Tokens  in 
Copper ;  and  that  such  authority  ceased  upon  his 
Majesty*s  coming  to  the  Crown  ^. 

On  the  15th  of  August  i6q6  Notice  was  given, 
by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  City,  that  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Trea- 
sury had  been  pleased  to  send  down,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  City,  and  the  Counties  adjacent,  one  thou- 
sand weight  of  Silver,  value  ^,3000  and  upwards, 
to  this  Mint,  tp  be  coined  into  the  lawful  Coin  of  the 
Kingdom^  and  to  be  put  into  the  hand  of  some  able 
andsufficient  person  in  theCity,  to  exchange  such  old 
clipped  Sterling  Money  as  any  person  would  bring 
in,  on  the  encouragement  or  allowance  of  five  Shil- 
lings and  two  Pence  an  ounce,  and  six  Pence  an 
ounce  by  way  of  recompence  ;  and  the  Officers  of 
the  Mint  had  directions  to  keep  an -account  of  the 
deficiency  thereof,  and  also  to  pay  the  said  allow- 
ance and  recompence  for  such  wrought  Plate  2^% 
should  be  brought  in,  pursuant  ,to  the  late  Act  of 
Parliament,  as  soon  as  such  Plate  should  be  melted, 
assayed,  and  reduced  to  Sterling.  Which  five  Shil- 
lings and  two  Pence  and  six  Pence  an  ounce,  as 
well  for  clipped  Sterling  Money  as  for  wrought 
Plate,  was  to  be  immediately  paid  down  *. 

k  Snelling*s  Copper  Coinage,  Appendix,  page  2.  See  Expla- 
nation of  Plate  XXIV.  Note  to  No  2,  for  the  probability  of  this 
Mint  being  worked  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 

1  Half  Sheet  folio,  broadside.  British  Museum.  Folio  volume, 
entitled  Banks;  Coin^  &c.  vol.  X. 
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A  Petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  this  . 
City,  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  "\ 

30th  of  December  1697,  stated,  that  there  would, '^  J..»^t:-^ 
by  computation,  in  a  month's  time  be  in  the  City  ^t  >^^^  > 
least  ^.150,000  of  old  hammered  Money,  brought  j^_ 

to  the  Fair  from  Wales   and   other  places ;   and  !{2!mX"^^ 
prayed  that  the  Mint  might  be  continued  some  time  c^^m^^U^ 
longer,  for  the  coining  of  that  Money,  in  order  to  /i^JO'^^i-^ 
prevent  the  inconvenience  of  sending  it  to  the  Mint  ^  J^*^, 
at  the  Tower  ™,   ^***-'^^  '^  ^^  ctrL^k^  hUjuL^  u^^  fi^i^^^^ .  <fl(t«*«- 5*^^^ 

The  weight  of  hammered  Money  and  wrought^*'^^^    ' 
Platte  imported  into  this  Mint,  for  the  re-coinage,    <-^/*^* 
amounted  to  146,977  Ib."^ ;  which,  at  £.%.  2s.  od.  XlCj^*-*^ 
the  Pound  weight,  was  coined  into  ^.463,7^8.  '^^^jjl/u    2^  • 

BRISTOL   EXCHANGE. 

In  the  43d  year  of  Elizabeth^  this,  together  with 
other  places,  had  an  Exchange  for  the  remittance  of 
the /Money  which  was  then  coined  for  the  use  of 
Ireland  *». 

CR^!WKERNrE. 

A  Penny  of  Cnut  reads  on  the  Reverse  croo, 
which  is  supposed  to  mean  this  place ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  it  was  then  of  sufficient  importance 
to  receive  the  privilege  of  Coinage.  A  Coin  of  Wil- 
liam I.  or  II.  is  also  attributed  to  this  Mint  p. 

Jn  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XII.  page  18, 

n  Tables  of  English  Silver  Coins,  page  124.    The  Coins  are  * 
marked  with  b  under  the  King's  bust.  See  Plates  of  Silver  Coins, 
XXXVI.  Noi  9,  14,  19. 

o  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  41.    See  the  Annals  under  that  year. 

P  Tyssen's  Sale  Catalogue,  page  71,  N*  996. 

B  B  2 


373  1»LACCS  or  MINTS  AND  EXCUAHCEf^ 

GLASTONBURY. 

A  Charter  of  the  Empress  Maud,  Queen  of  Eng- 
land %  gave  to  the  Church  of  Glastonbury,  to 
Henry,  Prelate  of  that  Church,  and  to  his  succes- 
sors for  ever,  various  privileges  ;  and  amongst  them 
d  Mint  and  Moneyers  *".  As  in  that  Charter  she 
both  grants  and  confirms,  it  does  not  appear  whe- 
ther the  Mint  was  then  first  granted  or  was  only 
confirmed. 

Hearne  supposes  it  not  to  be  older  than  ^thel- 
stan  • ;  but  I  suspect  that  he  had  no  other  reason  to 
believe  it  to  be  as  old  than  his  knowledge  that  many 
Mints  were  established  by  him,  and  that  Glaston- 
bury was  a  Burgh*  of  such  consequence  as  to  be 
called  a  City  by  King  Ina  in  the  year  704**. 

The  Mint,  he  thinks,  was  placed  in  the  Abbey 
itself '^^  and  in  a  Chapel  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose, which,  he  siiys,  was  commonly  the  case  in 
Saxon  times  ;  and  therefore  jSSthelstan's  Decree  re- 
lating to  the  Mints  was  considered  as  an  Ek^clesiasti* 
cal.  Law  *.  This  idea  of  coining  in  Chapels  he  seems 
to  have  gotten  from  having  observed  the  figures  of 
Churches  on  Coins,  of  which  he  mentions  an  in- 
stance of  a  Penny  of  ^thelstan,  which  he  has  en- 

■ 

<4  So  she  is  styled  in  the  Charter. 

'  Hearne.  J.  Glaston.  Chron.  Preefat.  p.  xxvii.  So  also  Adam 
de  DomerhaniA  page  329. 

ft'  J.  Glaston.  Chron.  Praefat.  p.  xxviL  t  id.  p.  xxxiii. 

u  J^  Glaston.  Chron.  page  92. 

^  Tbi£>  he  says,  appeals  from  Maiid*8  Charter  -,  which>  as  it 
gave  the  privileges  above-mentioned  to  the  Church  of  Glaston- 
bury* he  concludes,  I  presume,  for  no  other  proof  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Charter,  that  it  fixed  the  situation  of  the  Mint  within  the 
Church.     [J.  Glaston.  Chron.  Prse&t,  p.  xxxv.] 

*  J.  Glaston.  )Chron.  Praefat.  p.  xxxv. 
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graved  9^.  It  k  remarkable  that  this  Mint  is  not 
even  alluded  to  in  any  otbiBir  Charter.  Nor  is  th^t 
Charter  itself  recited,  or  referred  to,  in  the  Charter 
of  Jaspeximus  of  King  Henry  III.,  which  mentions 
the  names  of  those  Kings  who  had  given  Charters  ^ 
thisAhbey. 

IVEJLCH^STEB. 

In  jDomesday  Book  the  name  of  this  place  is 
written  Ciivelces<a*e ;  I  therefore  conclude  that  a  Coin 
of  -^thelred  11.,  whi<jh  reads  gife^^c,  was  struck 
here.  If  that  Coin  be  correctly  appropriatedj  then 
the  following  Monarchs  also  coined  in  this  Mioi : 

Cnut,  William  I.  and 

Harold  n.  William  H. 

1  know  not  at  what  time  the  prefixed  g  was  dis- 
used; but  there  are  Coins  of  Henry  H.  with  ive, 
IVEL,.  or  iVELCE,  oo  tfac  Rcvcrsc,  which  I  presume 
wj5re  struck  here  ;  and  also  one  with  ivx.ce,  which  I 
siftspect  to  belong  to  this  place. 

1248  or  1249.  In  the  33d  year  of  Henry  III.  a 
Writwas  issued  for  the.choice  of  Officersin  thisMint^ 
and  ^so  in  several  others  *  ;  it  is  therefore  probable 
that  a  Penny  of  that  reign  with  ive  was  struck  here. 

TAUNTON,. 

Although  this  place  was  of  very  considerable  im- 
portance in  the  early  Anglo-Saxon  times,  I  v  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  its  Coinage  to  any  higher  period 
than  the  reign  of  Cnut. 

After  him,  JEdward  the  Confessor  and  Harold  II. 
coined  here. 
,  From    Domesday  Book   it  appears  that  in  the 

y  J,  GlastoD.  Chron.  p.  Ivi.  x 

2  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  WoUingford  Mint 
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reign  of  William  I.  the  Mint  paid  fifty  Shillings  ;  a 
considerable  sum,  and  equal  to  that  which  was  paid 
for  the  Market ». 

Coins  of  William  I.,  Stephen,  and  Henry  III,, 
M:ill  remain. 

WATCHET. 

On  the  Reverse  of  a  Coin  of  -S!thelred  II.  is 
wECED ;  which,  according  to  Lambarde,  Camden, 
and  Gibson  s  explanation  of  the  names  of  places  in 
the  Saxon  Chronicle,  was  the  antient  designation  of 
this  Town,  it  being  called  Fecebpopt. 

WECE  also  occurs  upon  a  Penny  of  Cnut ;  but  after 
his  reign  I  have  not  met  with  it. 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 

LICHFIELD. 

If  a  Penny  of  William  I.  with  licae  were  not 
struck  here,  I  know  not  what  other  Mint  it  can  be 
appropriated  to. 

William  II.  has  one  which  reads  Lie ;  but  later 
than  this  I  have  not  met  with  any  Coin  which  can 
be  supposed  to  have  issued  from  this  Mint. 

LlCHPIiiLD    EPISCOPAL   MINT* 

King  Stephen  gave  by  Charter  to  the  Church  of 
St.  Chad  in  this  City,  and  to  Walter  Bishop  of  Co- 
ventry, and  his  successors  for  ever,  the  privilege  of 
one  Die  here  ^. 

This  Grant,  which  is  without  date,  must  have  been 
made  between  1149,  when  Walter  Durdent  was  con- 

*  Donlesday  Book,  vol.  L  folio  87,  b. 

^  Monasticon  Anglic,  vol.  III.  p.  235.  JBx  Registro  albo  pen^ 
Dec.  &  Cap.  Eccl.  Cath.  Lich.  folio  85. 
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secrated^  and  1159,  tbe  year  in  which  King  Stephen 
died. 

1189.  Richard  I.,  in  his  first  year,  granted  to 
the  Church  of  St.  Chad,  and  to  Hugh  Bishop  of 
Coventry,  to  have  one  pair  of  Dies  in  Lichfield,  and 
that  the  Mint  should  be  for  ever  ^. 

STAFFORD. 

When  ^thelstan  regulated  the  Coinage,  in  the 
year  928,  this  Town  was  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  favoured  with  a  Mint.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  in  the  List  which  was  given  of  the  Places 
where  Mints  were  established  ;  but  Coins  of  that 
Monarch  are  still  extant,  having  on  the  Reverse 
STEP  or  STF. 

A  Penny  of  -3Ethelred  IL  reads  sTiEXH,  which  was 
probably  intended  for  this  place. 

Cnut  also  has  a  Coin  with  stm  on  the  Reverse. 

In  Domesday  Book  this  Mint  is  not  noticed ; 
nor  has  it  yet  been  found  upon  any  Coin  after  the 
Norman  Conquest. 

SOHO. 

As  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  permit  the 
lawful  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  to  be  struck  in  this 
place,  it  has  become  so  far  an  authorized  Mint,  and 
therefore  must  be  noticed. 

It  is  in  the  Parish  of  Handsworth  in  this  County, 
and  is  situated  about  two  miles  from  Birmingham. 
About  the  year  1762  Mr.  Bolton  removed  his  Ma- 
nufactory at  that  place  to  Soho ;  and  in  1788  ap- 
plied the  powers  of  Mr.  Watts's  Steam  Engine  to  the 
purposes  of  Coinage.     In  this  Mint  nearly  all  the 

<  Chart.  Antiq.  p.  2S,  in  Turr.  London. 


376 


PJLACES   OF  MINTS   AND   EXCflANGBt 


Operations  are  performed  by  mechanical  power  ; 
such  as  rolling  the  cakes  of  Copper  hot  into  sheets; 
fine  rolling  the  same  cold  between  steel  pokished 
rollers ;  cutting  out  the  blanks,  which  is  Hooe  with 
greater  ease' and  rapidity  by  girls  than  could  possibly 
b^  done  by  strong  meti ;  shaking  the  Coins  in  bags, 
to  wear  off  the  sharp  edges  ;  working  a  number  of 
Coining  Machines,  with  greater  rapidity  and  exact- 
ness, by  a  few  boys  of  12  to  14  years  of  age,  than 
could  be  done  by  a  great^  number  of  strong  men  ; 
without  endangering  their  fingers,  as  the  Machine 
lays  the  Blanks  upon  the  Die  perfectly  concentral 
with  it,  and,  when  struck,  displaces  one  piece  and 
replaces  another  ^. 

This  Coining  Mill  has  been  greatly  improved 
since  its  first  erection,  and  is  adapted  to  work  eight 
Machines,  each  of  which  is  capable  of  striking  from 

^  The  idea  of  a  Machine  formed  to  execute  aU  the  operations 
of  Coinage  is  by  no  means  novel.  '',At  the  Mint  of  SegOvia  in 
Spain  there  is  an  Engine  that  moves  by  watei'>  so  artificially 
made  that  one  part  of  it  distendeth  an  ingot  of  Gold  into  that 
breadth  and  thickness  as  is  requisite  to  make  Coin  of.  It  deli- 
vereth  the  plate,  that  it  hath  wrought^  unto  another  that  printeth 
the  figure  of  the  Coin  upon  it ;  and  from  thence  it  is  turned  over 
to  sinother  that  eutteth  it  according  to  the  print  in  due  shape 
ftod  weight.  And,  lastly,  the  several  pieces  fall  into  a  reserve  in 
another  room,  where  the  officer,  whose  charge  it  is,  finds  trea- 
sure ready'  c  >ined.*'  [Wanley's  Wonders  of  the  little  World  of 
Man,  page  2^6,  from  Sir  Kenelm  Digby*s  Bodies,  chap.  XXIII. 

page207.] 

.  I  have  not  found  when  thb  Machine  was  erected ;  but  the  ficst 
edition  of  Sir  Keneloi  Digby*s  work  was  printed  at  Paris  in  folio, 
1044,  and  its  full  title  is,  '*  A  Treatise  of  the  Natui  e  of  Bodies." 
See  the  General  Dictionary,  article  Digby,  note  [F].  This  Ma- 
chii^estill.continued  to  be  worked  in  the  year  1776,  according 
t6  Swinburne,  who  in  his  Travels  through  Spain  [page  409]  calls 
k  the  ttK»l  antient  place  of  Coinage  in  the  Kingdom, 
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seventy  to  eighty  pieces  of  Money,  the  size  of  a 
Gmueaiy  per  minute,  which  is  equal  to  between  30 
and  40g000per  hour  ^ ;  md  at  the  saeme  blow  which 
strikes  the  two  faces  the  edge  of  the  piece  is  struck, 
either  plain  or  with  an  inscription  upon  it;  and 
thus  every  piece  becomes  perfectly  round,  and  of 
equal  diameter  ;  which  is  not  the  case  with  any  other 
National  Money  ever  put  into  circulation.* 

Such  a  Coining  Mill,  erected  in  the  National 
Mint,  would,  in  cases  of  emergency,  be  ablje  to  coin 
all  the  Bullion  in  the  Bank  of  England  at  a  short 
notice,  without  the  necessity  of  putting  Dollars,  or 
other  foreign  Coin,  into  cireulatioin. 

Dr.  Darwin,  in  a  Note  to  his  Botanic  Garden^, 
gives  a  short  description  of  this  Mint,  and  says, 
that  the  whole  of  this  magnificent  and  powerful 
Apparatus  moves  "  with  such  superior  excellence 
and  cheapness  of  workmanship,  as  well^s  with  works 
of  such  powerful  machinery,  as  must  totally  pre- 
vent clandestine  imitation,  and,  in  consequence, 
save  many  lives  from  the  hand  of  the  executioner ; 
a  circumstance  worthy  the  attention  of  a  great  Mi- 
nister. If  a  civick  crown  iwas  given  in  Rome  for 
preserving  the  life  of  one  citizen,  Mr.  Boulton 
should  be  covered  with  garlands  of  oaks. 

* 

e  Mr.  Shaw  has  not  expressed  himself  very  clearly  in  this 
place.  From  his  words  it  should  seem  that  each  of  the  eight 
Machines  is  capable  of  striking  So  or  40,000  pieces  in  an  hour ; 
but  his  meaning  really  is,  that  the  vvhole  number  of  the  Machines 
can  produce  that  effect.  Taking  it  upon  his  lowest  estimate, 
the  Machines  vyoiild  stamp  ;i 60,000  pieces  in  a  day  of  1^  hours. 
In  the  yeai*  1816  it  was  proved  that  the  8  machines  could  strike 
350,000  Pieces  in  fourteen  hours. 

f  Part  I.  page  21. 

^  All  this  is  very  poetically  expressed.   The  Doctor  has  indeed 
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*^  It  is  worthy  observation^  that  the  ground  of  the 
Silver  Money  coined  by  this  Machine  has  a  much 
finer  and  blacker  polish  than  the  Money  coined  by 
the  common  Apparatus."  ^ 

SUFFOLK. 

BLYTHBBUBGH. 

It  should  seem^  from  Domesday  Book,  that  there 
was  an  Exchange  here  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confessor.  But  see  the  account  of  Dunwich  Mint 
for  the  probability  of  this.  ^ 

(to  borrow  honest  Fluellen's  phrase)  ''  uttered  as  prave  'ords  as 
you  shall  see,  in  a  Summer's  day  /'  but,  in  the  warmth  of  poetic 
imagination,  it  doubtless  escaped  his  recollection  that  he  was 
writing  in  prose^  and  therefore  he  omitted  that  without  which 
l^rose  is  nothing  worth  \  in  short,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth 
in  his  animated  description  of  the  prevention  of  clandestine  imi- 
tation by  this  Machine.  The  statement  of  a  few  facts,  which 
'were  given  at  the  time  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  [vol.  LXXIV. 
page  639]  will  irrefragably  prove  this  assertion. 

Dr.  Darwin's  poetical  description  was  published  prior  to  the 
first  issuing  of  the  Copper  Money  in  1797* 

In  February  1799  that  Money  v^ras  counterfeited,     [See  St. 
James's  Chronicle,  Feb.  5 — ^7.] 

The  Dollars  strucic  in  this  Mint  were  issued  in  May  1804. 

In  June  1804  Counterfeits  appeared.    {St.  James's  Chronicle, 
June  2.] 

On  the  19th  of  the  same  month  Mr.  Bourne  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  Dollars  or  Tokens  \ 
which  passed  into  an  Act  on  the  loth  of  July,  and  afiixed  the 
crime  of  felony  to  the  counterfeiting  those  inimitabljs  Coins. 
This,  however,  was  not  thought  a  sufficient  security  ^  and  there* 
fore,  in  the  month  of  August  following,  Mr.  Boulton  found  it 
necessary  to  invent  a  Gauge  Plate  to  detect  Counterfeits.  [See 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  August  1804,  p.  725.]  Thus 
/'  Proofe  rise  on  proofe,  and  still  the  last  the  strongest" 

b  Shaw's  Siaffordshire>  vol.  II.  p.  118. 
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DUNWICH    MINT. 

Leland^  in  his  Commentary  de  Scriptoribiis  Bri- 
tannicis^  under  the  article  Sigebertus.Rex,  calls  this 
an  antient  City,  "  Quam  Ostroangli  veteres  quidem 
illi,  ut  ex  numismatum  inscriptionibus  apparety 
DONMOC  appellabant.*'  * 

These  Coins,  however,  are  now  unknown. 

Sir  John'Pettus  says,  it  appears,  by  several  Coins 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  that  there  was  a  Mint  at  Dun- 
wich  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  and  III.*^  These 
also  are  unknown. 

In  the  Preface  to  the  History  of  this  place  is 
given  a  tradition  of  the  oldest  inhabitants,  that  it 
was,  in  antient  time,  a  City,  surrounded  with  a 
stone  wall  and  brazen  gates ;  had  fifty-two  Churches, 
Chapels,  Religious  Houses,  and  Hospitals ;  a  King's 
Palace,  a  Bishop's  Seat,  a  Mayor's  Mansion,  and  * 
a  Mint  ;  as  many  Top-ships  as  Churches,  and  not 
fewer  Windmills  ^ ;  all  6f  which,  it  is  probable,  never 
had  existence. 

Gardner,  however,  misled  by  this  tradition,  has 
engraved  a  Coin  which  ^he  supposed  to  have  been 
struck  in  this  Mint.  But  it  is  clearly  a  Penny  of 
one  of  the  Edwards,  coined  at  Durham,  and  the 
true  reading  civitas  donoli  ^. 

Weever  says,  "  one  Master  HoUiday  told  me 
that  he  had  a  Grote,  whose  superscription  on  the 
one  side  was  civitas  donwic**. 


i  Page  83.  k  Fodinae  Regales,  p.  40. 

1  Gardner's  History  of  Dunwich.     He  refers  to  Stow's  Chro* 
nicle,  p.  73. 
m  See  his  Plate  I.  No  1 1,  and  the  Explanation  of  the  Plates. 
"  Funeral  Monuments,  p.  7^0. 
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It  appears  probable  that  these  authorities  made  a 
stroiig  impression  upon  the  mind  of  Leake^  and 
that  whilst  he  was  under  their  influence  he  read  an 
Indenture  between  King  Henry^  VI.  and  Bartholo- 
mew Goldbeater,  of  which  he  has  given  the  follow- 
ing account: — ^Goldbeater,  he  says,  is  called  in  it 
Mint-master  en  le  Cite  de  Londres,  Cite  de  Den- 
wyk,  le  Ville  de  Brisaut,  et  en  la  Ville  de  Calais ; 
and  Coins  struck  at  the  second  place  mentioned  are 
inscribed  civitas  donwic^. 

His  authority  for  these  Coins,  I  presume^  was 
the  passage  in  Weever^  which  is  given  above ;  but 
his  Cite  de  Denwyk  is  founded  upon  a  palpable  mis<^ 
reading  of  the  Record,  where  the  word  is  most  dis- 
tinctly DeiSwyk^  or  De  Everwyck,  the  City  of 
York,  This,  which  is  evident  upon  the  inspection 
of  the  Record,  is  confirmed  (if  further  confirmation 
should  be  required  in  so  plain  a  case)  by  a  copy  of 
this  Indenture  in  Latin,  wherein  Goldbeater  is  ap- 
pointed Master  of  the  Mint  infra  Turr'  London^ 
Ci^'  Ebor',  &C.P 

EXCHANGE   AT   DUNWICH.     • 

From  an  obscure  passage  in  Domesday  Book  it 
should  seem  that  there  was  an  Exchange  here  at  the 
time  when  that  Record  was  compiled.  The  words 
fire,  tempore  Regis  Edwardi  non  fuit  ibi  [i.  e.  in 
Dunwich]  Cambitor  sed  in  Blideburgh  ^.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  account  for  this  statement  in  the  Re- 
cord, that  the  Exchanger  was  not  here  in  Edward 

o  Historical  Account  of  En^ish  Money,  p.  149>  quoting  CI. 
^H.VI.m.  1. 
P  Qaua,  1  H.  V.  m.  13. 
q  Domesday  Book,  vol.  II.  fbl.  Sl%  b. 
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the  Confessor's  time,  but  at  Blitheburgh,  unless  it 
sboulcl  be  (Supposed  that  when  the  Survey  was  taken 
be  was  at  this  place.  It  mast  not,  however,  be 
concealed  that  Mr.  Kelhain,  in  his  Dissertation  upon 
Domesday  Book,  interprets  Cambitor  hy  Hangman, 
and  that  such  interpretation  is  somewhat  warranted 
by  the  context.  But  I  am  unable  to  guess  upon 
what  other  grounds  he  can  have  given  the  word  thi« 
signification. 

If  his  Hangman  can  be  established,  there  is  an 
end  of  my  Exchanger. 

ST.    EDMUNDSBURY    ROYAL    MINT. 

This  Town  was  not  a  place  of  any  great  import* 
ance  before  the  reign  of  Cnut,  though  afterwards  it 
rose  to  great  splendour.  It  seems,  however,  not  to 
have  been  of  sufficient  consequence  to  be  hqnoured 
with  a  Mint  until  Edward  the  Confessor  placed  one 
here ;  at  least  no  Coins  are  extant  of  a  date  prior  to. 
his  reign;  nor  has  any  other  evidence  of  a  Cpi^iage 
here  been  yet  discovered.  To  this  Monarch  theni 
must  be  ascribed  the  establishment  of  the  Regal  as 
well  as  the  Abbatical  Mint  in  this  place.  There 
appears  to  have  been  but  little  Money  issued  frQm 
the  Royal  Mint  during  this  reign  i  for  of  all  the 
numerous  types  of  the  Confessor's  Pennies,  one  onjy 
bears  the  name  of  this  Town  ^ 

The  Mint  is  not  noticed  in  Domesday  Book,  al^ 
though  Coins  of  William  I.,  struck  in  it,  are  still 
extant^ 

William  II.  likewise  coined  here;  as  did  also 
.  Henry  L,  Stephen,  and  Henry  II. 

'  It  is  of  tfee  type  No  9,  in  Plate  XXIV.  and  reads  moh  -  bb 
ON  EADMYN*    It  is  iH  the  Ashmdean  Museum.  ' 
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1308.  In  the  9th  year  of  King  John  the  Officers 
of  this  Mint,  as  well  as  those  of  divers  others  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  Kingdom,  were  ordered  to  attend 
at  Westminster  in  the  Quin^ime  of  St.  Denys,  there 
to  receive  his  commands  ^ 
Henry  III.  coined  here. 

1283.     In  the  11th  year  of  Edward  I.,    J.  de 

Lovetoft  and  G.  de  Rokesie  were  appointed,  on  the 

16th  of  July,  to  inquire,  on  oath,  what  Moneyers 

had  made  the  King's  Money  here;  and  also  con- 

^  ^^rd^  cerning  the  Die  which  hod  boon  inad«  hara  by  Rc.^ 

0t  fJL  ^*4.^r^  Alb^oum ;  and  to  examine  the  Money  which  had 

mHm.  "AsT    been  made  by  such  Money ers,  wherever  it  should 

^&fM9v4^*^  found,^ within  the  Liberties  or  without;  and  to 

c72^6#I  *  :    ^ct  ^s  circumstances  should  require*. 

T"^TJ|!^^^^^^^  During  the  whole  of  this  reign,  and  the  early  > 

^^j^/»      part  of  the  following  one,  this  Mint  seems  to  have 

/jTftr^jtif  t*®^"*  conducted  in  a  very  negligent  manner;  for  in 

i^  /itttl^  ^^^  12^^  y^^^  ^^f  Edward  II.,  1318,  it  was  stated,  in 

t-^  <r        a  Writ  directed  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  that 

no  Trial  of  the  Money  coined  here  had  been  made 
'  -^  either  in  his  reign  or  in  that  of  his  father ;  and  they 
,^,     'were  commanded  to  cause  it  to  be  assayed  by  the 

.  I  have  not  met  with  any  evidence  to  show  that 
the  Money  which  had  been  coined  at  the  Royal 
Mint  during  that  period  was  now  assayed  ;  but  the 
Abbat's  Coins  were  tried,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
account  of  his  Mint.  It  is,  however,  certain  that 
Edward  II.  coined  here,  for  some  of  his  Money  is 

s  gee  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint, 
t  Pat.  11  E.  I.  m.  13.  dors. 

u  Hil.  Brevia.  12  £.  II.  [Nov.  30]  Rot.  79.    Madox,  Hut. 
Exch.  vol.  I.  p.  392.    See  Notices  of  Trials  of  the  Kx. 
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still  extant.  In  his  reign  this  Mint,  as  it  should 
seeoi^  ceased  to  be  worked ;  at  least  it  cannot  now 
be  traced  any  further, 

THE    ABBAt's    mint    AT    ST.  EDMUNDSBURY. 

The  first  Grant  of  a  Mint  to  this  Abbey  was  from 
Edward  the  Confessor  to  Baldwin,  who  was  Abbat 
from  1065  to  1097,  in  this  form : 

"  Edward  King  gret  Aylmer  ^isscop,  and  Girth 
Erl,  and  Toly  and  all  mine  Theynes  on  Estangle 
frendlike.  And  Ic  kithe  ihu  that  Ic  habbe  unnen 
Baldewtne '  Abbot  one  munetere  with  innen  Seynt 
Edmunds  Biri,  also  frelike  on  alle  thing  to  habben, 
also  me  mine  on  hande  stonden  ower  on  ani  mine 
burgh  aldrefrelikest     God  se  ihu  alle  frend."^ 

To  some  period  subsequent  to  this,  but  probably 
at  no  great  distance,  must  be  referred,  as  I  conjec- 
ture, those  Coins,  evidently  of  Anglo-Saxon  work- 
manship, which  bear  on  the  Obverse  the  name  of 
St.  Eadmu^d*;  and  I  incline  to  think  that  they 
were  coined  by  the  Abbat  (although  they  do  not 
bear  either  his  name  or  any  distinguishing  mark), 
because  the  Money  which  was  struck  in  this  place 
by  Edward  the  Confessor  has  both  his  name  and 
effigies  on  the  Obverse  y. 

^  Charta  Edwardi  Regis  &  Confessoris  de  M onetario  habendo^ 
e  itegistro  Sacristse,  fol.  23.  Antiq.  S.  Edm.  Burgi,  Append^, 
p.  134.  Spelman,  ia  his  Glossary^  quotes  the  following  words 
as  part  of  the  Foundation  Charter  of  this  Abbey :  ''  Dedit  idem 
Sanctus  £.  (u  e.  Edouardus  Confessor)  S.Edmundo^  Packenham^ 
Connegeston^  et  concessit  etiam  dicto  Edmundo  monetariam 
sive  cuneum  infra  Bury."     (Voce  Cuneus.] 

^  See  Plate  XJI.  of  Anglo-Saxon  C9ins>  Nos  1—6. 

y  Mr.  Pegge  concludes  that  they  were  struck  by  the  King^  be- 
cause they  Imve  neither,  the  name  nor  the  effigies  of  the  Abbat. 
Assemblage,  p.  61. 
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By  the  above  GranH,  which  was  afterwards  con^ 
firmed  by  William  H.,  Henry  L,  Riiihard  I.,  JoHn, 
and  Henry  HI.*,  the  Abbat  had  the  privilege  of  one 
Moneyer. 

That  privilege  he  continued  to  exercise  during  the 
reign  of  William  I.,  and  also  during  that  of  his   soa 
William  Rufus,  as  appears  from  a  Writ  directed  by 
Henry  I.  to  Herebert  Losinga,  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
to  Roger  Bigot,  R.  Passelawe,  and  Otho  Goldsmith 
of  London  ;  in  which  it  wa"^  stated  that  the  King 
granted  that  S.  Edmund  should  have  his  Moneyer 
within  his  Vill,  with  all  the  privileges  of  a  Mint,  io 
like  manner  as  he  had  it  in  the  time  of  the  King's 
Father,  and  in  like  manner  as  the  King's  Brother 
had  granted  it  to  him  by  his  Writ*. 

King  Stephen  granted  a  second  Money  Die,  in 
addition  to  the  one  which  had  been  granted  in  for- 
mer times'*;  and  to  these  two  he  afterwards  added  a 
thirds 

When  King  Henry  U.  confirmed  the  liberties  of 
this  Church,  he  granted  that  it  should  have  one  Mo- 
neyer, with  all  the  privileges  it  had  been  accustomed 
to  exercise**. 

Richard  I.  confirmed  this,  in  the  same  words*. 

It  was  also  recited  in  a  Charter  of  King  John^. 

And  again  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  HI.,  1247^; 
at  which  time  the  King  commanded,  by  Writ,  Wil- 

z  Reg.  Kempe,  Harl.  MSS.  645,  folio  133,  b. 

a  E  Registro  Sacristse,  Cole's  MSS.  vol.  XLV.  p.  35,  from  Sir 
James  Burrough's  Collections. 

b  Id.  p.  36.  «  Id.  ibid. 

d  Confiniiac'o  Henr.  s*c'di  de  libert' .  Collect  Carta.  &c.  S. 
Edmundi,  Harl.  MSS.743.  fol.  10. 

e  Id.  folio  11.  f  Id.  folio  11,  b. 

S  Commun.  in  Scaccario^  32  H.  III.    Mr.  North*9  MSS. 
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liam  de  Hsiverhull,  Treasurer,  Edward  de  Westmin- 
ster, and  William  Hardell**,  to  deliver  to  the  Monks 
of  St.  Edmundsbury  a  Die  of  the  new  engraving 
[novae  incisionis]  for  the  making  of  their  Money,  in 
like  manner  as  of  right  it  used  and  ought  to  be  done. 
Saving  to  the  King  all  the  privileges  and  dignities 
of  his  Crown  respecting  Coinage '. 

This  was  on  account  of  the  change  which  was 
made  in  the  type  of  his  Coins,  by  extending  the 
Cross  on  the  Reverse  to  the  outer  circle. 

According  to  Kempe's  Register  of  the  Abbey,  the 
Monks  received  at  this  time  not  only  a  new  Die, 
but  also  an  Exchange,  which  is  the  only  instance 
in  which  I  have  met  with  the  mention  of  an  Ex- 
change in  this  place.  The  Exchanger,' however, 
occurs  in  the  List  of  Officers  of  this  Mint^.  The 
Dies  were  to  be  used  as  in  London  and  other  places ^ 

1265,  In  the  49th  year  of  the  same  King,  the 
Sacrist  of  this  Church  presented  at  the  Exchequer 
a  Moneyer,  an  Assayer,  and  a  Keeper  of  the  Die 
[CustosCunei],  who  were  swom  into  their  offices™. 
And  again,  in  his  52d  year,  1268,  William  le  Shrub 
was  sworn  as  Keeper  of  the  Die  in  the  Towti  of  St. 
Edmund,  on  the  presentation  likewise  of  the  Sacrist'*. 

Jocee  the  Goldsmith  was  sworn,  in  the  Exchequer, 
for  the  same  office  for  the  Abbat,  in  the  fourth  and 

^  He  was  V/arden  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

J  Claus.32H.  HI.  m.  16. 

^  See  after  the  year  1327. 

1  Harl.  MSS.  645,  folio  134.  I  know  not  to  what  particular 
circumstance  the  following  passage  in  the  Register  refers :  ''cum 
su*  difiicultate  cuneu*  noue  incisionis  urb*  diixim.'* 


»n  Hil.  Commun.  49  H.  HI.     Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  11.  p.  89. 
n  Memor.  62  H.  lU.  Rot.  2,  b.    Madox  ubi  supra. 

VOL.  IV.  C    C 
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fifth  years  of  Edward  I.°,  1276  or  1277.     And  in 
the  latter  of  those  years  Richard  de  Bentley  took 
the  usual   oath  as  Assayer  of  the  Money   in  this 
'Mint  P. 

When   the  Money  was  changed,    in    1279,   the 
King  granted  to  the  Abbey  its  Die,  viz.  one  Stand- 
ard of  Iron  with  Two  Trussels*J. 
"i*  ^Ar  1280      Robert  ae  Hadleye  was  presented  as  Mo- 

f^^A^-ft^  neyer,  and  John  de  Rede  as  Assayer,  in  the  Court  of 
c^.^u^;l^  ^  Exchequer,  and  were  admitted  accordingly  ^ 
fy^i  c^     In  the  25th  year  of  Edward  I.,  1297,  Roger  de 
^  aJo  '    Jt  ^^^^  ^^^  admitted  by  the  said  Court  as  Moneyer, 
9       1  AL,^^^  Hugh  Houton  as  Assayer,  in  this  Mint*. 

^\'j*  At  the  same  time  it  was  pleaded  before  the  Ba- 
d^t^i^y*^  rons,  that  the  Die  had  been  so  much  used  that  it 
c«Aa^^  "^was  no  longer  workable,  and  therefore  it  was  prayed 
^ouk^'p  ^irC*4that  another  might  be  given.  Peter  de  Leycester, 
Lu^n^SUi^ .  Warden  of  the  Mint  of  London,  was  therefore  or- 
iU^  Jf^Mufj^^^^^  ^^  destroy  that  Die,  and  deliver  a  new  one  to 
L-fr  A^  ^^  Abbat's  Attorney  (the  Sacristan),  who  appeared 
i  Tor  him*. 

-  '^^^^  •         Roger  de  Rede  was  again  admitted  as  Moneyer  in 
the  third  year  of  Edward  II.  I309  ". 

1318.     In  jthe  12th  year  .of  the  same  King  an, 

•  Mich.  Commun.  4  and  5  E.  I.  Rot.  1,  b.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch. 
vol.11,  p.  90. 

P  Pas.  Commun.  5  E.  I.  Rot.  5,  a.  Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  If. 
p.  90. 

q  Reg.  Kempe,  Harl.  MSS.  G45,  folio  133. 

r  Reg.  Kempe,  Harl.  MSS.  C45,  folio  117.  Snelling  has,  but 
erroneously  as  I  conceive,  j)laced  the  Town  of  Hadeleie  amongst 
the  Mints  of  Edward  I.  or  II.  Robert  de  Hadeleie  was  the  last 
Moneyer  whose  name  appears  upon  the  Coins. 

8  Reg.  Kempe,  Harl.  MSS,  (>45,  folio  II7. 

t  Id.  folio  134,  b.  «  Id.  folio  1 17. 
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Order  was  made  for  a  Trial  ,of  the  Monies  which 

had  been  coined  in  this  Mint,  from  the  beginning 

of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.  to  that  time,  during  ^^/^^^^ 

which  period,  it  seems,  no  Assay  had  been  made^.*/*^**"^**^ 

Accordingly  the  Abbat  was  commanded,  by  WritTJJL  J^^y^^ 
from    the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  tq  cause  the^^^^i^^y^  cv 
Officers  of  his  Mint  within  the  Liberties  of  St.  Ed-^^^^v    .m^ 
mund  to  appear  at  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Octave  of  IT^^/ 
Candlemas,  and  to  bring  with  them  all  the  Fixes  of^^"^ 
Assays  made  of  the  Money  coined  in  the  said  Mint,^^^^^  m^^- 
together  with  the  Money  in  the  said  Fixes,  as  well'*^^'^-^*^^ 
of  the  time  of  King  Edward  I.  as  of  the^  present iS-^^^^«^3cJt-^ 
King,  and  not  yet  assayed,  to  the  intent  that  an^  /j[^  jffs. 
Assay  might  be  made  thereof.     In  corhpliance  with^^^  Cat^A^^^tJ- 
the  Writ,  the  Abbat  sent,  upon  that  day.  Brother 
William  de  Sto we.  Sacrist  of  the  Abbey^  and  Warden 
of  the  Mint,  as  his  Attorney  (constituted  in  that  be-'*-^'~^^ 
half  by  his  Letters  directed  to  the  Treasurer  andX^  ^^'^ 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer),  and  Roger  de  Rede  the/ ^^  /^ 
Master  of  his  Mint,  with  two  Fixes,  containing  the 
Money  taken  out  to  make  Assays  withal,  for  the 
whole  time  since  the  Money  was  last  assayed,  together  /       n^^-^y 
with  the  three  keys  belonging  to  the  same;  and  two  'p^^^  • 
Assays  were  then  made  at  the  Exchequer. —The 
following  account  of  this  Trial  is  still  extant  in  the 
Register  ef  Abbc^  Kempe : 

*^  Memorandum,  that  on  the  Monday  next  fol- 
lowing the  Octave  of  the  Furification,  in  the  12th 
year  of  Edward  the  son  of  Edward,  that  is,  on  the 
12th  of  February,  Master  John  de  Everdon,  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer,  Augustine  le  Waleys,  Warden  of 


,--i     " 


w  Hil  Brevia.  IS  E.  II.  Rot.  79.    Madox,  Hist.  Exch.  vol.  f. 
p.  292. 

C  C  2 
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cu^tp/g.  c#»r»^he  Mint  of  London,  John  de  Co^kerm^uth,  Clerk 

of  the  Treasury,  and  others  of  the  Exchequer,  being 
present,  a  Pyx  was  opened,  in  which   were  found 


^7i^ 


VU^^^t^^^  i^ix*.  jjjjrf.,  taken  from  vii.cxx/.  of  Money  coined  in 
JU.  ^3^eA%fm4!t  ^'^^s  Mint,  between  the  eighth  year  of  Edward  the 
ci^MXca  ^•^►^on  of  Henry  and  the  25th  year  of  the  said  King, 
.Tr^/^«i^  ^.during  which  time  Richard  de  Lotliebury,  deceased, 
^  was  Master  oC-^s  Mint.      Which  Monies  b^ing. 

^jmUu^  -^^^^imixed,  and  one  T^uiwf  weighed,  it  wasfou  nd  to  be**' 
i^r^  p^^fjii  atk  Pound  of  just  weight;  and  xlj  Pennies  being  taken 
^4tu,  ^^•^^Srthence  and  cut,  Assay  was  made  by  Lapine  Roger, 
/U«4^^y  /^v/c^the  King's  Assayer,  and  it  was  found  to  agree  with 
/U^^^c^^^^^  the  Standardi'W-  ^k-^-m^fi^  ^  ^y^  ^  y^  -^*^/^X'-^^  ^. 
A«Ns#ui&:  A^A-  «  On  the  same  day  the  other  Pyx  was  opened, 
CUt^  »«-^*  and    in   it  were  found  ixi.  vjj*.  jjjjrf.  taken  from 


XX 


xxjj  m.  jjjj.  jjjj//.  coined  between  the  said  25th  year 
and  the  said  Octave  of  the  Purification  in  the  1 2th  year 
of  King  Edward  II.,  during  which  time  Roger  de 
Rede  was  Master  of  the  Mint.  These  being  in  like 
manner  assayed,  were  found  to  agree  with  the 
-H —  V*^  Staiidard;*^  . 

/^^pssU\0i^'  (Ji  «^  Mem.  as  soon  as  this  Assay  was  finished,  Roger 
'U^t^  *H!^u>i.fc  de  Rede  petitioned,  in  the  Exchequer,  to  be  removed 
€^t:  tM^tt: /i^ixovci  his  place  of  Master  of  the  Mint ;  and  accord- 
£4^^.-ingly  he  was  removed."  ^ 
^^^}i^  In  consequence  of  Rede's  resignation  on  account 
/j^^  j^j;^  of  age  and  infirmity,  the  Abbat  presented  in  the 
^^^  ,  Exchequer,  by  William  de  Stowe  the  Sacristan, 
r  ^*Alan  de  Cove  to  succeed  him,  who  was  admitted 
*"*"  Z*^/**^ '  and  sworn  into  his  office  y. 

'^oG^cC^  :   ^  j^^^jj^  Kempe,  folio  116,  Harl.  MSS.  645. 
"A^mkI^^^vJ?    y  Reg.  Werketone,  folio  11,  b.     Harl.  MSS.  638.     Seethe 
e/  c^e*«.4^i^form  of  presentation  and  admission  in  the  Appendix. 
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la  the  year  13  20,  on  the  3d  of  January,  the  pre- 
sentation of  Hugh  de  Houton,  late  Assayer  of  this 
Mint,  to  be  Master  in  the  place  of  Alan  de  Cove, 
deceased,  and  also  that  of  John  de  Redgrave  to  suc- 
ceed the  said  Hugh  in  the  office  of  Assayer,  were 
signed,  and  directed  to  the  Treasurer  and  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer  ^ 

When  they  were  presented  in  the  Exchequer  the 
Records  were  exaniined,  and  the  admissions  stated 
above,  in  the  4th,  5tb,  and  25th  years  of  Edward  I., 
and  in  the  3d  year  of  Edward  }L,  being  proved,  the 
said  Hugh  and  John  were  admitted,  and  sworn  into 
their  respective  offices  ^ 

1321.  On  the  9th  of  July,  in  the  15th  year  of 
the  King,  William  de  Hausted,  Warden  of  the  Mint 
of  London,  was  ordered  to  deliver  to  the  Abbey  one 
new  Money  Die,  viz.  one  Stapell  and  two  Punzones, 
to  strike  Money  as  often  as  might  be  necessary  ;  and 
the  Abbat  was  to  return  the  old  Die  before  the  new 
one  was  delivered  ^. 

In  1324  John  de  Prestone,  Moneyer,  and  Tho- 
mas Dunworthy,  Assayer,  in  the  room  of  Redgrave; 
were  admitted  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  ^. 

1327.  In  the  first  year  of  Edward  III.,  the  in- 
habitants of  Bury  besieged  the  Abbey,  burnt  the 
gates,  &c.  &c.,  bore  out  of  the  Abbey  the  Assay  of 
their  Coin  [i.  e.,  I  presume,  the  boxes  which  held 
the  pieces  to  be  assayed],  the  Stamps,  and  all  other 
things  pertaining  to  their  Mint,  for  which  they 
were  amerced  140,000  Pounds  ;  but  by  the  lenity  of 
the  Abbat  and  Convent  (at  the  King's  request)  they 

z  Reg.  Tfiomae,  folio  102,  b.     Harl.MSS.  230. 

a  Reg.  Kempe,  folio  II7.     Harl.  MSS.  645. 

b  Reg.  Kempe,  folio  134.     Harl.  MSS.  645.  «  Id.  ibid. 
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were  forgiven,  on  condition  of  paying  2000  Marks  in 
twenty  years  following  ^. 

On  the  22d  of  January  in  the  same  year  the  King 
ordered  a  new  Die  and  Assay  for  the  Mint  to  be 
made,  to  replace  those  which  were  forcibly  taken 
away  ®. 

From  the  Sacristan's  Register  it  appears  that  the 
Abbat  had  in  his  Mint  the  following  officers  : 

Nomina  Officiariorum. 
Moqetarius.      Cambiator.      Duo  Custodes.      Duo 

Assaiatores.     Custos  Cunei^ 

IPSWICH. 

,  The,  name  of  this  Town  (which  was  written 
Gypeswic  by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  and  in  Domesday 
Book  Gepeswiz)  first  appears  upon  a  Coin  of  Eadgar. 

There  are  also  Coins  of  Edward  tbe  Martyr, 
which  were  struck  in  this  Mint. 

In  the  third  year  of  ^thelred  II.  the  Town  was 
ravaged  by  the  Danes  ;  and  in  993,  his  fifth  year, 
they  quite  destroyed  it  ^ ;  so  that  his  Coin  which 
was  struck  here  was  probably  coined  very  early  in 
his  reign  ^. 

Cnut  also  coined  here. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  the  Mo- 
neyers  paid  four  Pounds  per  annum  for  the  Mint  ^ 

Coins  of  that  Monarch  remain,  as  do  also  those  of 
Harold  II. 

d  Stow's  Chronicle,  p.  253.    Register  of  Bury.    John  Prigton. 
e  Reg.  Kempe,  folio  134,  Harl.  MSS.  645. 
f  E  Registr.  Sacristae.    Cole*s  MSS.  vol.  XLV.  p.  35,  fi-omSir 
James  Burrough's  CoUections.     The  date  is  not  mentioned. 
S  See  Saxon  Chronicle,  under  those  years, 
h  North's  MSS. 
i  Domesday  Book>  vo^  H.  folio  290,  b. 
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From  Domesday  Book'  it  appears  that  the  pay- 
ment due  from  the  Moneyers  was  increased  from 
four  Pounds,  which  were  paid  in  the  Confessor's 
reign,  to  twenty  Pounds  ;  but  that  in  the  four  years 
preceding  the  date  of  that  Survey  they  had  paid  no 
more  than  twenty-seven  Pounds ;  and  that  the  Earl 
[Guert]  had  always  the  third  partK 

Harold  11.  has  a  Penny  with  gipn  ;  probably 
struck  here. 

There  are  Coins  still  remaining  of 
William  I.  Henry  I.  and 

William  H.  Stephen. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  Henry  H.,  1157?  the  Sheriff 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  accounted  for  xkv.  de  com- 
mutatione  monete  of  this  Town  K  His  Coins  of  this 
Mint  are  known,       ^ 

The  Officers  of  this  Mint,  as  well  as  those  of 
divers  other  places,  were,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Ring 
John,  1208,  commanded  to  attend  at  Westminster, 
there  to  receive  his  Majesty's  orders"*. 

The  Money  of  Henry  HI.  is  the  last  which  is 
known  to  have  been  struck  here. 

SUDBURY. 

This  place  was  called  Suthberi  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  and  Sutberie,  or  Suthberie,  after  the  Nor- 
man Conquest. 

k  Id.  ibid.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  Queen 
Edeua  had  two  parts  of  this  Burgh^  and  Earl  Guert  the  third 
part.    Domesday,  vol.  II.  folio  290,  a. 

1  Mag.  Rot.  4  H.  II.  Rot.  3,  a.  Norfblch  &  Suthf.  Madox, 
Hist.  Exch.  vol.  I.  p.  278.  This  was  a  fee  which  was  paid  to  the 
King  upon  every  alteration  of  the  Coin.         ^ 

n»  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint 
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The  first  Coins  which  occur  of  this  Mint  were 
struck  in  the  reign  of  ^thelred  II.  They  read 
svDBY  [probably  for  svthby],  svthb,  svthbi,  and 

SVTHBY. 

Domesday  Book  only  informs  us,  that  in  the 
reign  of  William  I.  there  were  Mbneyers  in  this 
place,  without  specifying  their  number^  or  any  other 
particulars  ^. 

There  are  Coins  of  William  I.  .which  were  struck 
in  this  Mint,  having  svthbi  on  the  Reverse^  p.^v6K. 

William  II.  has  a  Penny  which  reads  SVD ;  but 
it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  whether  it  were  of  this 
Mint  or  of  that  in  Southwark. 

Pennies  of  William  II.,  Henry  I.,  and  Stephen, 
have  SVD  for  the  place  of  Mintage,  which,  provided 
the  last  letter  was  not  intended  for  D,  were  proba- 
bly struck  here. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  this  Mint  any  lower. 

W^ALTON    CASTLE 

"  had  certainly  the  privilege  of  coining  Money,  for 
several  Dies  have  been  found  for  that  purpose. 
Roman  Coins,  &c,  are  frequently  found  here.  The 
whole  of  the  foundation  is  now  vvashed  away  by  the 


sea."  « 


This  very  imperfect  apd  inconclusive  account  is 
all  that  I  have  found  relating  to  a  Mint  in  this  place. 

SURREY. 

SOUTHWARK. 

The  name  of  this  Mint  first  occurs  upon  the  Mo- 
ney of  Cnut,  which  reads  sv  and  svth.     A  Penny 

n  Domesday  Book,  vol.  II.  folio  286,  b. 
o  Kirby's  Suffolk  Traveller,  p.  90. 
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of  Edward  the  Confessor  has  svthe  on  the  Reverse* 
As  these  Coins  warnt  the  letter  B,  I  have  placed  them 
here  rather  than  under  Sudbury,  to  which  place,  how- 
ever, it  is  possible  that  those  of  Cnut  may  belong. 

Although  the  Mint  is  unnoticed  in  Domesday 
Book^  yet  there  unquestionably  was  one  here  in  the 
reign   of  William    I.,   some  of  whose  Coins  read 

SVTHEWER  or  SVTERK. 

Pennies  of  William  II.  have  for  the  place  of  Mint- 
age svTHEVR,  svTHEWi,  and  svTHEWR  ;  onc  of 
Henry  I.  has  svtwvr,  and  another  svtwe  ;  all  of 
which,  I  presume,  were  of  this  Mint. 

On  a  Renny  of  Stephen  we  find  svd,  which,  if  the 
last  letter  be  certainly  d,  must  be  given  to  the  Sud- 
bury Mint ;  but  if  it  be  the  character  for  th,  imper- 
fectly formed,  may  possibly  have  been  struck  here. 

Almost  against  the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Mar- 
tyr stood  formerly  a  large  and  fair  pile  of  building 
called  Suffolk  House  p,  built  by  Charles  Brandon 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII., 
which  coming  afterwards  into  the  King's  hands,  with 
its  owner  lost  its  name,  being  called  Southwark 
Place,  and  was  made  use  of  as  a  Mint  for  coining  of 
Money  ^. 

In  1549  King  Edward  VI.;  in  his  passage  from 
Hampton  Court,  dined  here,  and  knighted  John 
York  ^j  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London. 

P  It  was  originally  called  Suffolk  Place. 

q  Stow's  Survey  of  London^  p  454.  Qvl,  whether  the  Mint 
were  established  before  the  reign  of  Edward  VJ.? 

r  He  was  Master  of  this  Mint  in  the  first  and  second  years  of 
Edward  VI.,  when  Indentures  for  the  Coinage  of  both  Gold  and 
Silver  were  made  between  the  King  and  him  [Lowndes].  How 
much  longer  he  continued  in  that  office  I  know  not  f  but  in  an 
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Queen  Mary  gave  this  House  to  Nicholas  Hetb^ 
Archhishop  of  York,  and  his  successors,  in  recom- 
pense for  York  House,  which  her  father  had  forced 
from  Cardinal  Wolsey  and  the  See  of  York.  This 
the  Archbishop  sold,  and  with  the  purchase  money 
bought  Norwich  House,  or  Suffolk  Place,  near  Char- 
ing Cross,  which  he  left  to  his  successors  in  the  See. 

This  Suffolk  House  and  the  parts  adjoining  were 
formerly  set  apart  for  a  Mint  for  the  coining  of  Mo- 
ney ;  and  in  an  old  publick  house,  called  Hogmagog 
Hall,  was  the  very  place  for  Coinage*. 

SUSSEX. 

CHICHESTER. 

This  was  one  of  the  Mints  which  iEthelstan  esta- 
blished, by  name,  in  his  Law  for  the  Regulation  of 
the  Coinage,  A.  D.  928,  and  it  was  thfen  allowed 
one  Moneyer*  ;  but  no  Coins  have  yet  been  disco- 
vered of  his  reign.  .  , 
Coins  still  remain  of 

JEthelred  H.         Edward  the  Confessor, 
Cnut,  and 

Harold  I.  Harold  H. 

This  Mint  is  not  noticed  in  Domesday  Book  ;  but 
Williani  I.  coined  here;  as  did  also 
Henry  I.         and         Stephen. 
In  the  sixth  year  of  King  John,   1204,  he  com- 
manded, by  Writ,  that  there  should  be  three  Dies 


V    I 


Indenture  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  same  King  I  find  Sir  John 
Yorke  to  be  Under- treasurer  of  this  Mint.  [Lansdowne  MSS. 
No  745 

8  Aubrey's  History  of  Surrey,  vol.  V.  p.  98.  There  seems  to 
be  some  confusion  in  Aubrey's  description!, 

t  Leges  Anglo-Saxon,  p.  59. 
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in  this  City,  two  for  the  King,  and  one  for  the  Bi- 
shop ;  and  William  FitzOtho,  hereditary  Cuneator, 
was  ordered  to  deliver  them  accordingly  **. 

1208.  In  his  ninth  year  the  Moneyers  and  other 
Officers  of  this  Mint  were  commanded  to  attend 
the  King  at  Westminster,  there  to  receive  his 
orders  ^. 

Henry  III.  is  the  last  Monarch  who  is  known  to 
have  coined  here. 

CHICHESTER.       BISHOP's    MINT. 

I  have  not  met  with  any  record  by  which  the  date 
of  the  establishment  of  this  Mint  can  be  ascertained. 
The  earliest, notice  of  it  which  has  occurred  bears 
date  in  the  sixth  year  of  King  John,  1204,  when  it 
was  ordered  by  Writ  that  the  Bishop's  Coins  should 
be  current  alone  in  this  City  until  Money  could  be 
struck  in  the  King's  Mint ;  after  which,  both  were 
to  be  current  together  \ 

In  the  same  year  William  Fitz  Otho  was  ordered 
to  deliver  tp  the  Bishop  one  Die  for  his  Minty. 
And  in  the  following  year,  1205,  the  King,  by 
Writ  directedHo  William  de  Wrotham,  &c.  granted 
to  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  two  of  his  Dies  in  that 
City,  and  the  Mint,  with  all  its  appurtenances 'and 
liberties,  at  a  rent  of  30  Marks,  for  one  year,  from 

tt  Glaus.  6John^  m.  1.  Before  this,  the  Money  coined  by  the 
Bishop  was  ordered  to  be  current  alone,  until  a  sufficient  Coinage 
could  be  issued  from  the  Royal  Mint,  when  both  were  to  be  current 
together.  [Claus,  6  John,  m.  3,  No  8,  April  29.]  It  is  probable 
that  John  only  renewed  the  privilege  of  coining,  which  had  been 
taken  from  this  City  in  the  general  Resvimption  at  the  begin-' 
ning  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II. 

w  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint. 

«  Claus.  6  John,  m.  3,  No  8,  April  29. 

y  Claus,  6  John,  m.  1,  May  17. 
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the  Feast  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula ;  and  commanded 
the  said  William,  &c.  to  deliver  the  same  without 
delay.  The  like  Writ  was  directed  to  Reg.  Corne- 
hulle,  and  the  Keepers  of  the  Dies  in  this  Mint  ^ 

.  The  Coins  which  were  struck  by  the  Bishop  are 
not  at  present  known  to  exist;  though  it  should 
seem,  from  the  above  statement,  that  they  must 
once  have  been  considerable  in  number. 

HASTINGS. 

928.  When  JEthelstan  regulated  the  Mints 
throughout  his  Kingdom,  he  allowed  one  Moneyer 
in  this  place*;  but  no  Coins  of  his  have  yet  been 
discovered. 

The  earliest  piece  which  can  be  appropriated  is  of 
,  the  reign  of  Cnut. 

Edward  the  Confessor  also  coined  here. 
Harold  II.  has  a  Penny  which  reads  aest,  and 
was  probably  struck  here. 

Domesday  is  silent  as  to  this  Mint,  but  Coins  are 
extant  of 

William  I.  and 

William  II.  Henry  if^ 

LEWES. 

928.     This  place  must  have  been  of  considerable 
note  in  the  reign  of  -3Ethelstan,  when  it  was  allowed 
to  have  two  Moneyers^;  but  no  Coins  struck  by 
him  in  this  Mint  have  ever  been  discovered. 
Eadgar,  Cnut,  and 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,       Edward  the  Confessor, 
^thelred  II.  all  coined  here. 

«  Claus.  7  John,  m.  19.    North's  MSS» 

a  Leges  Ang.  Sax.  p.  59.  *>  Id. 

^:  {i^  JC^^  A^^  ^^  ^^  ^ww>c^  ^  x^;  /U  o>^l^  Xw.-ii  ^ 
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In  the  reign  of  the  latter  Monarch  each  Moneyer^  ff^ 
paid  twenty  Shillings  when  the  Money  was  renewed. ^^^^^^  ^_ 
Of  these  the  King  had  two  parts,  and  Earl  Warren  /^^^  o^ 
the  third  ^  ^„i^^ , 

Harold  II.  struck  Money  in  this  Mint. 

When  Domesday  Book  was  compiled,  this 
Burgh,  which  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor 
was  worth  only  twenty-six  Pounds,  had  increased  in 
value  to  thirty-four  Pounds;  and  the  new  Money 
paid  one  hundred  and  twelve  Shillings;  of  which 
the  King  had,  as  before,  two  parts,  and  Earl  War-  ' 

ren  the  third**. 

Coins  are  known  oip  the  Conqueror,  of  William 
II.,  of  Henry  I.,  and  of  Stephen;  beyond  whose 
reign  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  this  Mint.  It 
was  probably  resumed  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
soon  after  the  accession  of  Henry  II.     ' 

PEVENSEY. 

It  appears  from  Domesday  Book  that  there  was 
not  a  Mint  here  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the 
Confessor,  it  not  being  enumerated  in  the  privileges 
which  this  Burgh  enjoyed  at  that  time ;  but  in  the 
20th  year  of  William  I.  1086,  when  that  Survey 
was  compiled,  the  Burgh  is  stated  to  have  paid 
twenty  Shillings  for  the  Mint  to  Earl  Moriton^; 
btrt  none  of  the  Coins  have  yet  been  discovered."^ 

WINCHELSEA. 

A  Coin  of  Eadgar  reads  wincles,  which  may 
possibly  be  Winchelsea,  in  this  County. 

c  Domesday  Book,  vd.  I.  folio  26.  d  id. ibid. 

«  Domesday  Book,  vol.  I.  folio  90,  b. 
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WARWICKSHIRE. 

COVENTRY. 

All  that  is  known  of  this  Mint  is,  that  a  rare 
Groat  of  Edward.  IV.  bears  the  name  of  the  City  on 
on  its  Reversed 

The  date  of  this  Coinage  is  involved  in  much  ob- 
scurity from  the  numerous  visits  which  Edward  IV. 
paid  to  this  City,  as  it  is  probable  that  the  Mint 
was  worked  at  some  time  when  he  was  resident 
here. 

Leland  is  the  only  author  whom  I  have  found  to 
have  mentioned  this  Mint;  and  he  says  merely 
**  there  was  a  Piirliament  and  a  Mint  of  Coynage  at 
Coventrye,**  without  affixing  any  date  either'to  the 
one  or  the  others. 

Dugdale  is  unaccountably  and  absolutely  silent 
upon  the  subject  of  this  and  of  the  other  Mints  in 
this  County. 

So  completely  are  all  traces  of  the  Mint  lost  in 
Coventry,  that  there  is  not  even  a  tradition  remain- 
ing of  the  place  where  it  was  situated.  There  can, 
however,  be  but  little  doubt  that  it  was  placed  at 
Cheylamore,  which  was  a  Royal  Domslin  ;  and  this 
situation  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  silence  of 

*  Of  this  Grow  there  are  two  kinds  :  one  with  the  letter  c,  and 
the  other  with  b,  upon  the  breast  of  the  King. 

g^  Itinerary,  vol.  IV.  p.  119.  There  was  a  Parliament  held  in 
the  Chapter  House  38  H.  VI.  and  called  The  Devilish  Parliament, 
from  the  many  attainders  Another,  6  H.  IV.,  from  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Lawyers,  called  The  Unlearned  Parliament,  [Cough's 
Gamden,''vol.  II.  p.  345.]  I  do  not  find,  in  Dugdale^  any  Sum- 
mons to  a  Parliament  at  Coventry  during  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
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the  Corporation  Records  with  respect  to  this  Mint^ 
as  it  was  not  within  their  jurisdiction  ^. 

The  scarcity  of  these  Coins  gives  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  existence  of  the  Mint  was  but  of  short  dura- 
tion ;  and  that  supposition  is  greatly  strengthened 
by  the  following  circumstance: 

In  the  Court  of  Exchequer  there  are  Mint  Ac- 
counts still  remaining  of  the  9th,  10th,  11th,  and 
J  2th  years  of  Edward  IV.,  but  they  are  for  the 
Mints  of  London,  York,  and  Bristol  only ;  that  of 
Coventry  not  once  occurring,  although  they  are  the 
Accounts  of  the  Warden  John  Wode,  and  of  the 
Master  William  Lord  Hastynges,  whose  offices  are 
therein  stated  to  extend  over  the  whole  Kingdom 
of  England,  It  is  certain,  however,  that  this  Mint 
was  in  existence  some  time  prior  to  the  gth  E,  IV.* 

TAMWORTH. 

V 

The  name  of  this  Town  first  occurs  upon  a  Penny 
of  Eadweard  the  Martyr  ;  after  whose  reign  I  do 
not  find  it  again  until  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, whose  successor,  Harold  II.,  also  struck 
Money  here.  ' 

After  the  Norman  Conquest  Coins  are  known  of 
William  I.,  William  II.,  and  Henry  I.,  the  pro- 
duce of  this  Mint. 

h  That  able  Antiquary,  Mr.  Sharp  of  Coventry^  in  a  letter 
dated  in  1806,  says,  that  he  had  not  discovered  a  trace  of  this 
Mint  in  his  numerous  researches  into  the  Corporation  Books  and 
MSS.,  nor  in  any  other  documents  whatever  5  and  in  fact,  says 
he,  but  for  the  existence  of  the  Coins,  we  should  here  be  utterly 
ignorant  that  Coventry  ever  possessed  the  privilege  of  coining. 
All  hope.of  further  information  must  therefore  be  abandoned  j  for 
who  can  expect  to  find  that  which  has  escaped  his  acuteness  and 
persevering  research  ?  J  See  page  323. 
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WARWICK. 

This  Mint  does  not  appear  upon  any  Coin  before 
the  reign  of  Cnut ;  nor  is  it  to  be  found  on  the 
Money  of  any  of  the  succeeding  Monarchs,  except 
Harold  J.,  Harthacnut^  Harold  H.,  and  WilHam  I. 

Ross  says,  the  Mint  in  early  tinies  was  in  the 
East,  as  he  discovered  in  certain  writings  in  the 
Chancel  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Mary; 
wherein  he  frequently  read  the  names  of  Baldred, 
Everard,  and  other  Moneyers  (in  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.,  and  of  other  preceding  Monarchs), 
whose  accustomed  dwelling  was  undoubtedly  in  the 
house  which  [at  the  time  he  wrote]  was  occupied 
by  the  Vicars  of  the  College  J. 

WILTSHIRE. 

BRADFORD. 

On  a  Penny  of  King  -3Ethelred  II.  are  found  the 
letters  bard,  which  I  know  not  how  to  appropriate, 
unless  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  second  and  third 
letters  are  transposed,  and  that  Bradford,  a  place  of 
some  note  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  times,  was  intended. 

CREKEL.ADE.  ^^ 

A  Penny  of  Edward  the  Confessor  reads  creclad. 

MALMSBURY. 

The  name  of  this  Town  is  found  only  on  Coins  of 
William  I.,  where  it  is  written  malm  and  malme. 

It  appears  from  Domesday  Book  that  the  Borough 
paid  for  the  Mint  one  hundred  Shillings  K 

J  'Historia  Regum  Angliae,  p.  194.    This  house  is  now  the  Fx*£C 
School  >  and  is  still  called  the  College. 
^  Domesday  Book^  vol.  1.  folio  64,  b. 
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MABLBOROUGH. 

The  existence  of  this  Mint  is  known  only  from  a 
Penny  of  William  I.,  which  bears  on  the  Reverse 

OLD    SARUM. 

Dr.  Stukeley   discovered   that   Carausius   struck 
Coins  in  Old  Sarum,  on  his  passing  through  that. 
City  * ;  but  for  this  discovery  he  produced  no  autho- 
rity except  his   own  assertion,  founded  upon  the 
letter  s  in  the  Exergue. 

On  a  Coin  of  ^thelred  II.  is  found  searbe;  and  on 
others  of  Cnut  saeber,  or  seber,  or  ser,  or  sere  ™. 

In  the  Description  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
Salisbury  is  given  an  Engraving  of  a  Coin  of  Edward^ 
the  Confesjsor.  It  is  of  the' Sovereign  type,  add 
reads  on  the  Obverse  eadweard  rex  nglo  ;  on  the 
Reverse,  godric  on  searrvm. 

In  the  description  of  this  Coin  it  is  said  that 
*^  Dr.  Mead  had  in  his  Cabinet  a  Coin  of  Edward 
the  Confessor,  having  on  the  Reverse  godric  on  sea, 
with  the  Arms  of  that  Monarch.  Very  few  Anti- 
quarians could  tell  what  to  make  of  this  particular 
abbreviation  till  the  Coin  before  us  was  discovered, 
which  was  found  at  Old  Sarum  some  years  ago,  and 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  White,  of 
Newgate  Street  in  London. 

"  This  is  the  first  instance  we  have  met  with  of 
Sarum 's  being  written  in  this  manner,  and  difi^rs 
very  little  from  the  spelling  of  our  times."  " 

'  Medallick  History  of  Carausius,  Part  h  pp.  90,  193. 
™  Salisbury  was  written  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  8eapby)ti^  ^£;& 
o^JP^»  Seapbepi,  and  8spe)4)epi.    Saxon  Chronicle. 
•  Description  of  Cathedral  Church  of  SaUsbury,  p.  50. 
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As  the  Coin  itself  has  never  appeared  publickly, 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  culpable  inge- 
nuity which  was  in  so  many  instances  exercised  by 
the  person  in  whose  possession  it  is  stated  to  be, 
will  have  little  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  a 
forjgery.  The  description  is  so  much  in  his  manner 
that  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  drawn  up  by 
him.  It  contains  a  reference  to  a  genuine  Coin, 
whbse  inscription  was  rendered  obscure  by  abbrevia- 
tion ;  and  the  conclusion  of  the  abbreviated  word 
was  artfully  introduced  upon  the  Coin  before  us. 
Thus,  as  was  his  custom,  he  erected  a  spurious 
superstruoture  upon  a  legitimate  foundation,  and 
gave  to  airy  nothing  a  local  habitation  and  a  name. 

It  is  probable  that  Henry  I.  had  a  Mint  here,  for 
a  Penny  of  his  has  serbi  on  the  Reverse ;  as  had 
also  Henry  H*,  on  whose  Coins  sal,  sale,  and 
saleb  occur  **. 

Modern  Salisbury  seems  to  have  arisen  from  Old 
Sarum,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  }ll.P 

It  is  not  known  that  any  Mint  was  ever  esta- 
blished in  the  new  City. 

WILTON. 

The  earliest  Coin  which  has  hitherto  been  disco* 
vered  of  this  Mint  is  of  the  reign  of  Eadgar. 

The  following  Anglo-Saxon  Monarchs  also  coined 
here : 
jSEthelred  II.     Edward  the  Confessor,      Harold  II. 

After  the  Norraan  Conquest, 
William  I.  William  II. 

I 

.o  Archs&ologia,  vol.  XVIIL  p.  5. 

P  Description  of  dathedral  Church  of  Salisbury^  p.  50.  Ac- 
count of  Old  Sarum^  p.  8. 
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Stephen,  and 

Henry  II.  Henry  HI.;  in  whose. 

33d  year,  1248  or  1249,  a  Writ  was  issued  for  the 
election  of  Officers  of  the  Mint  in  this  and  in  vari- 
ous other  towns  **. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 

WORCESTER. 

The  name  of  this  City  first  appears  upon  a  Coin 
,of  -3BJthelstan,  which  was  struck  after  he  had  as- 
sumed the  title  of  rex  tot  brit. 

A  Penny  of  Eadwig  reads  we  ;  but  we  have  no 
means  of  positively  appropriating  it  to  this  Mint,  as 
it  possibly  might  be  struck  at  Wareham,  or  Wal- 
Ungford,  or  Warwick. 

After  his  reign  Coins  are  known  of 
jEthelred  II.  Harthacnut,  and 

Cnut,  Edward  the  Confessor ;  in 

whose  reign  the  King  had  this  custom  in  the  City, 
that  whenever  the  Money  was  changed,  each 
Moneyer  paid  twenty  Shillings  to  London  for  the 
Money  Dies  which  he  was  to  receive '. 

Harold  II.  also  coined  here. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Domesday  Book,  after  the 
recital  of  the  custom  above-mentioned  respecting 
this  Mint,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
should  be  totally  silent  as  to  its  existence  in  the 
reign  of  William  I.,  especially  as  Coins  still  remain 
which  were  struck  here  by  that  Monarch.  I  know 
not  to  what  cause  this  silence  is  to  be  imputed,  un-^ 
less  it  be  supposed  that  the  privilege  of  coining  was 

q  See  the  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Wallingford  Mint. 
^  Domesday  Book,  vol.  I.  folio  179. 

D  D2 
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withdrawn  by  the  Conqueror  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Survey. 

There  are  also  Coins  of  Henry  I.,  of  Stephen, 
and  of  Henry  IIL 

After  that  Monarch  none  occur  until  the  reign  of 
Charles  I. 

During  the  unhappy  contest  between  him  and  his 
subjects  this  place  was  one  of  those  wherein  his 
Mint  was  established.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
it  was  but  little  used«  ias  the  Half-Crown  of  this 
Coinage  is  all  that  is  known  to  exist,  and  is  ex- 
tremely rare.  It  has  on  the  Obverse  one  Pear,  and 
three  on  the  Reverse,  as  Mint  Marks*. 

The  Pear  now  forms  a  Part  of  the,  Arms  of  this 
City,  which  were  antiently  a  Pear  Tree  bearing 
fruit,  according  to  Drayton,  who,  in  his  Poem  on 
the  Battle  of  Agincourt,  enumerates  the  Ensigns 
by  which  the  various  Counties  of  England  were 
distinguished,  and  says, 

"  Wor*ster,  a  Pear  Tree  laden  with  the  fruit.*** 

YORKSHIRE. 

ALDBOROUGH. 

In  the  Exergue  of  a  Coin  of  Carausius  are  0ie 
letters  i.  m,  which,  according  to  Dr.  ^tukeley,  are 
to  be  interpreted  Isurii  Monetarium,  the  Mint  at 
Isurium  by  Boroughbridge,  in  this  County  ".  Isu- 
rium  he  afterward  (in  an  account  of  another  Coin 
which  bears  the  same  letters)  explains  to  be  Aid- 
borough  *. 

•  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVI.  No  l. 
t  Drayton*8  Works,  page  7* 
.  u  Medallick  Hbtory  of  Carausius,  Vast  1.  p.  191. 
X  Id.  page  237. 
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I  have  no  other  authority  for  the  existence  of 
this  Mint. 

BOLTON    HALL. 

If  tradition  may  be  depended  upon;  a  large  Coin- 
age of  Silver  was  made  in  or  near  to  this  place, 
which  is  in  the  parish  of  Giseburne,  in  Craven,  in 
Uiis  county. 

The  story  is  thus  told  y:«*  William  Pudsey,  who 
held  the  estate  from  1577  to  1629,  had  upon  his 
land  a  lead  mine  very  rich  in  Silver.  He  extracted 
the  precious  metal  from  this  ore,  and  coined  it  into 
a  large  quantity  of  Shillings.  Information  having 
been  given  against  him,  he  was  taken  into  custody ; 
but  as  the  Sheriff  was  conducting  him  to  the  castle 
of  York,  he,  being  mounted  on  his  own  horse,  sud-^ 
denly  broke  from  his  guards,  and  galloping  to  a 
very  high  precipice  which  overhung  the  Ribble, 
forced  his  horse  down,  and  escaped,  his  pursuers 
not  daring  to  follow.  The  place  is  called  Pudsey*8 
Leap  to  this  day. 

Thus  far  tradition.  This  tale  receives  some  con- 
flrmation  from  a  passage  in  Webster'^  Metallogra- 
phia*.  The  author  is  speaking  of  Silver  which  had 
been  found  in  this  part  of  Yorkshire,  and  says,  the 
other  place  was  within  the  township  of  Rimington, 
in  the  parish  of  Gisburn,  in  Craven,  in  a  fieW 
called  Skelkorn,  belonjojing  to  one  Mr.  Pudsey,  an 
antient  esquire  and  owner  of  Bolton  Hall  juxta 
BoUand  ;  who  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  did  there 
get  good  store  of  ore,  and  converted  it  to  his  own  use 
(or  rather  coined  it,  as  many  do  believe,  there  being 

y  This  account  is  taken  cliiefly  from  the  History  of  CrayeD>  by 
Dr.  Whitaker,  p.  102. 
>  Quarto>  London,  1671 «  page  21. 
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many  Shillings  marked  with  an  escallop,  which  the 
people  of  that  county  call  Pudsey  Shillings  to  this 
day),  but  whethersoever  way  it  was,  he  procured 
his  pardon  for  it,  as  I  am  certified  from  the  mouths 
of  those  who  had  seen  it. 

Some  of  the  ore  from  this  mine  Webster  pro- 
cured, and  found  it  so  rich  iti  Silver,  as  to  yield 
twenty-six  pounds  per  ton*. 

That  part  of  this  tradition  which  is  true  is  proba- 
bly this,  that  Pudsey  finding  his  Lead  ore  to  be  so 
rich  in  Silver  as  to  make  it  a  mine  royal,  and  con- 
sequently the  property  of  the  crown,  concealed  it 
.  as  long  as  he  could,  and  appropriated  it  to  his  own 
use,  which  was  a  capital  crime.  That  being  arrested, 
be  contrived  to  make  his  escape  (whether  by  Pu^- 
sey's  Leap  can  only  be  determined  by  an  inspection 
of  the  spot,  for  if  the  passage  appears  practicable,  I 
should  have  little  doubt  of  the  fact),  and  getting  to 
the  Court  procured  his  pardon. 

The  Shillings  which  Webster  mentions,  were,  I 
presume,  not  coined  by  Pudsey,  but  were  made 
either  from  Silver  which  was  found  in  his  possession 
at  the  time  of  his  seizure,  or  which  was  separated 
from  the  ore  after  the  mine  was  taken  into  the  hands 
of  the  crown.  All  this,  however,  is  merely  con- 
jecture. 

But  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  if  any  Shillings 
were  coined  by  him,  they  were  not  such  Coins  as 

a  Webster  says,  while  old  Basby  (a  chemist)  was  with  nae,  I 
procured  some  of  the  ore,  which  yielded  after  the  rate  of  261b. 
of  Silver  per  ton.  Since  then  good  store  of  Lead  has  been  got- 
ten 5  but  I  could  never  procure  any  more  of  the  sort  formerly 
gotten,  the  miners  being  so  cunning  that,  if  they  meet  with  any 
vein  that  contains  so  much  ore  as  will  make  it  a  mine  royal,  they 
will  not  discover  it. 
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that  which  is  represented  by  the  Antiquaries'  XV 
Plate,  N°  3,  in  their  edition  of  Folkes's  Tables, 
which  bears  on  the  Obverse  an  escallop^,  filling  the 
whole  of  the  inner  circle  where  the  head  of  Elizabeth 
is  placed  on  all  her  Coins  of  that  size." 

Pudsey's  only  motive  for  coining  his  Silver  must 
have  been  the  idea,  that  he  could  dispose  of  it  more 
readily  in  that  form   than  as  Bullion,  the  sale  of 
.  which  would  have  rendered  him  suspected  imme- 
diately.    He  would  therefore  have  adopted  not  only 

^  This  is  punched  on  the  piece>  whkh  is  a  Sixpence.  It  ia 
dated  1568^  the  10th  of  Elizabeth,  and  there  is  another  of  1569. 
These  are  said  by  the  note  in  page  55  of  the  explanation  of  the 
plates^  communicated  by  the  late  Mr.  West^  "  to  have  been  hereby 
made  current  in  Ireland  for  a  Shilling;,  to  pay  the  army  in  the 
time  of  the  rebellion  there,  by  the  advice  of  one  Pudzey,  who 
was  afterwards  eiiecuted  for  giving  it."  . 

As  no  author  is  mentioned,  1  can  only  observe,  that  as  a  large 
coinage  of  Shillings  and  Groats  had  been  made  in  her  second 
year^  it  would  scarce  seem  necessary  to  use  such  an  artifice  as  is 
here  mentioned,  especially  as  it  was  putting  it  into  the  power  of 
any  person  who  could  pitx^ure  a  number  of  Sixpences  to  enhance 
their  value  one  half  [rather  to  double  it]  by  a  single  stroke  of  the 
hammer.  The  true.  Pudsey  Shillings,  so  much  talked  of  in  for- 
mer days,  were  really  English,  and  of  full  .weight.  Mr.  Bartlet's 
MS.  penes  Dr.  Combe.] 

Those  Shillings  are  thus  noticed  by  Sir  Philip  Skippon,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Ray,  without  date.  'M  am  very  desirous  to  find 
those  Elizabeth  or  Pudsey.  Shillings  Webster  mentiQns  in  his 
History  of  Metals,  p  21,  that  they  were  made  of  Silver  Ore  in 
Yorkshire.  He  says  they  are  marked  with  a  scallop.  As  you 
happen  upon  any  of  them,  lay  one  or  two  aside  for  me,  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  you."  [Philosophical  Letters  between  Mr. 
Ray,  &c.  p.  102.]  I'he  date  of  this  letter  should  be,  as  I  pre- 
sume, in  1671^  as  it  is  placed  between  two  letters  of  that  year. 

The  Escallop  is  struck  u|)Dn  Coins  of  Elizabeth,  her  Por- 
trait and  the  Royal  Arms  being  nearly  obliterated.  See  Supp. 
P(^  IL  Plate  XVJ. 
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the  superscription  which  appears  on  those  escallop 
Coins,  but  also  the  image  of  the  reigning  Sovereign^ 
as  the  only  means  in  his  power  to  escape  detection. 

It  is,  however,  very  doubtful  whether  Webster, 
when  he  described  the  Shillings  as  being  marked 
with  an  escallop,  intended  such  a  Coin  as  that 
above-mentioned ;  for  had  it  been  his  meaning  that 
the  Mint  mark  was  an  escallop,  he  would  probably 
have  used  the  same  terms.  Should  any  circum* 
stance  hereafter  arise  to  prove  that  such  was  his 
meaning,  the  date  of  this  transaction  will  be  very 
nearly  marked,  as  the  escallop-shell  was  used  as  a 
Mint  marjc  upon  the  Coins  of  Elizabeth  in  the  years 
1584,  1585,  and  15S6**. 

Dr.  Whitaker  has  bestowed  some  pains  upon  the 
investigation  of  this  tradition,  and  has  thus  stated 
his  opinion:  ^^ Though  no  such  pardon  as  that 
which  is  mentioned  by  Webster  is  now  to  be  found 
among  the  papers  of  the  family,  and  there  is  little 
reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Pudsay  ever  took  the 
frightful  leap  called  Pudsay  Leap,  in  order  to  escape 
his  pursuers,  I  see  no  reason  to  discard  the  tradition^ 
and  many  to  support  it®.  The  pardon  may  have 
been  destroyed  by  his  descendants,  and  the  story  of 
the  leap  invented  by  the  vulgar;  but  Webster  was  a 
man  of  great  curiosity  and  information,  an  inha- 
bitant of  Craven,  and  contemporary  in   his  early 

^  See  SneUing*s  Silver  Coinage,  page  31. 

e  In  a  note.  Dr.  Whitaker  says,  ''  The  following  papers  lately 
communicated  to  me,  from  the  evidences  of  the  Pudsays,  pot 
the  matter  out  of  doubt.  '  Case  of  a  Myne  Royall.  Although  the 
Gold  or  Silver  contained  m  the  baser  metab  of  a  mine  in  the  land 
of  a  subject  be  of  lebs  value  than  the  baser  metall,  yet,  if  the 
Gold  and  Silver  doe  countervaile  the  charge  of  refining,  or  be  of 
more  value  than  the  baser  metall  spent  in  refining  itt^'  this  is  a 
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years  with  the  old  age  of  Mr.  Pud^ay^;  his  evi- 
dence^ therefore,  is  somewhat  more  than  tradition/* 

f^Again^  the  escallop  on  the  Pudsay  Shillings 

was  the  Tower   Mint  mark«^  in  the  years  1584, 
1585,  and  1586,  and  a  forger  would  of  course  imi- 

myne  royals  and  as  well  the  base  metal  as  the  Gold  and  Silver  in 
it  belongs  to  the  Crown. 

£dw.  Herbert,  Att.  Gen.        Tho.  Lane, 

Oliver  St.  John,  Sol.  Gen.      Ja.  Maynard, 

Orl.  Bridgman,  Edw.  Hyde, 

John  Glanvill,  J.  Glynn, 

JeoflVy  Palmer,  Harbottle  Grimstone,  &c. 

''So  favourable  at  that  time  were  the  opinions  of '  the  most  eon* 
stitutional  Lawyers  (for  such  were  the  greater  part  of  these  illOs* 
trious  names)  to  the  prerogative.  But  the  law  on  this  head,  has 
been  very  wisely  altered  by  two  Statutes  of  William  and  Mary/ 
Blackstone,  vol.  IV.  p.  295. 

"  The  other  paper  is  of  later  date. — '  To  the  King's  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty.  The  humble  Petition  of  Ambrose  Pudsay,  Esq. 
sheweth,  that  your  petitioner,  having  suffered  much  by  impri- 
sonment, plunder,  &c.  for  his  bounden  loyalty,  and  having 
many  years  concealed  a  myne  royall  in  Craven,  in  Yorkshire, 
prayeth  a  patent  for  digging  and  re6ning  the  same.* " 

The  opinion,  above  recited,  is  printed  nearly  in  the  ^six^fi 
words,  with  considerable  variations,  however,  in  the  signatures^ 
in  Pettus*s  Fodinae  Regales,  page  75,  where  it  bears  the  date  of 
1640." 

With  deference  to  the  judgement  of  Dr.  Whitaker,  it  does  not 
appear,  that  either  the  opinion  or  the  petition  apply  to  the  ques* 
tton  under  consideration. 

They  unquestionably  prove  the  existence  of  a  mine  royal  upon 
the  Pudsay  estate,  but  I  am  unable  to  discover  the  slightest 
reference  to  a  coinage  of  the  metals  produced  from  it. 

f  Webster  was  a  physician  and  preacher,  and  was  appointed 
vicar  of  Kildwick,  a  neighbouring  parish  to.Bolton,  in  the  time 
of  the  Commonwealth.  He  wrote  there  his*  Essay  on  Witchcraft' 
[Mr.  Baitletts  MSS.  pen^  Dr.  Combe.] 

S  The  escallop  on  the  Coin,  engraven  in  the  Society  of  Anti>- 
quaines  Plates  to  Folkes's  Tables,  is  not  a  Mint-mark.  See  note 
WP407. 
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tate  the  genuine  Coinage  of  the  time.  Now  it  is 
remarkable^  that  in  the  Harleian  MS.  N®  286,  there 
is  a  letter  concerning  divers  persons  who  coined 
false  Shillings  and  Sixpences,  and  made  them  look 
old  in  an  hour's  time  ^ ;  and  this  letter  is  dated  19 
July  1587. 

*^  It  is  altogether  unnecessary  to  confute  another 
tradition  that  the  Pudsay  Shillings  were  marked 
with  the  rowel,  which  is  the  Mint  mark  of  1568* ; 
first  as  it  was  too  early  in  the  life  of  William  Pudsay; 
and  secondly,  as  no  man  who  was  committing  trea- 
son would  betray  himself  by  using  the  cognizance 
of  his  own  family  K  When  these  improbabilities 
are  removed,  I  think  the  evidence  for  the  reality  of 
the  story  not  to  be  resisted ;  and  surely  there  is  no 
reason,  at  this  distance  of  time,  for  anxiety  about 
it."i 

CATTERICK. 

" Cataractonium  was  a  great,  populous,  and  walled 
city,  in  the  Northern  parts  of  the  Brigantes,  ,York- 
shire;  of  a  vast  concourse  in  Roman  times,  as  the 
chiefest  pass  Northwards.  It  is  now  called  Cateric, 
a  mere  village  upon  the  river  Swale  "• 


li  Conld  it  be  necessary,  in  15S7>  to  give  the  appearance  of 
age  to  counterfeit  Coins  with  the  date  of  1584,  1585,  or  1586? 

i  I  do  not  find  it  as  the  Mint-mark  of  that  year,  although  it 
was  used  in  1561,  1562,  1563,  1564,  1565,  1566,  and  1570. 

k  But,  a  little  above.  Dr.  Whitaker  says,  that  a  forger  would 
of  course  imitate  the  genuine  coinage  of  the  time,  by  adopting 
the  Mint- mark  then  in  use.  If  that  idea  be  correct,  as  unques- 
tionably, it  is,  Pudsay*  must  have  marked  his  Coins  with  a  rowel, 
if  that  were  the  Mint-mark  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  it  might 
be  the  charge  of  his  own  shield  of  arms. 

1  Whitaker  s  History  of  Craven,  page  102. 

n»  Stukeley's  Medallick  History  of  Carausius,  part  I.  page  108. 
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"  This  city,  therefore,  however  now  reduced,  was 
a  noble  city,  and  extremely  flourishing;  and  ne- 
cessarily   HAD    A    GREAT    MINT    FOR    COINAGE     OF 

MONEY,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  and  their  provi- 
sion ;  and  for  rehgious  purposes,  which  was  ever 
the  Roman  view  in  all  their  actions ;  as  desirous  of 
putting  themselves  under  the  protection  of  a  divine 
power.**  ° 

The  Coins  which  Dr.  Stukeley  has  assigned  to 
this  place  are  so  numerous,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  to  each  of  them  distinctly.  They  occur  in  va- 
rious pages  from  107  to  271. 

But  at  page  139  is  so  singular  an  account  of  a 
Coin  struck  here,  that  I  shall  give  it  at  length,  in 
the  words  of  the  author;  for  I  believe  few  instances 
can  be  found  where  so  much  has  been  thus  circum- 
stantially made  out  from  such  slight  materials'.  It 
also  aflfords  a  striking  specimen  of  Dr.  Stukeley*s 
creative  powers,  which,  unfortunately  for  the  cause 
of  truth,  he  seems  to  have  thought  as  admissible  in 
historick  relation  as  in  poetick  fiction. 

^^ Plate  VI.  N«4;'  he  says,  "is  a  Silver  Coin  of 
Sir  Hans  Sloane's,  the  bust  laureate.  The  Reverse 
gives  lis  a  just  picture  of  that  magnificent  trans-  ^ 
action  in  the  British  Pantheon,  between  the  three 
Monarchs,  Carausius,  the  King  of  Scots,  and  the 
King  of  Picts;  finely  executed  here,  with  great 
judgment  and  decency,  peculiar  to  our  Emperor. 
He  stands  before  an  altar  in  armour ;  he  joins  hands 
with  Britannia,  who  holds  a  scroll  in  her  left,  con- 
taining the  articles  of  agreement  between  the  three 
Monarchs.     Legend,  victoria  avg." 

«  Stukeley*8  Medallick  History  of  Carausius^  part  I.  page  109. 
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He  who  shall  examine  this  Coin  for  any  vestige  of 
the  British  Pantheon,  for  any  insignia  of  the  Em- 
peror, or  for  any  of  the  attributes  of  Britannia,  or 
even  for  the  articles  of  agreement  in  her  left  hand, 
will  find  that  Dr.  Stukeley  has,  with  an  eye  in  fine 
phrenzy  rolling,  disdained  to  search  for  proofs  of 
appropriation  such  as  these,  and  that  the  whole  is 
probably  the  creature  of  imagination  only. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Coins  which  be  has  given 
to  this  Mint  are  thus  assigned,  because  they  have  the 
letter  c  in  the  Exergue.  But  it  is  the  fate  of  dealers 
in  fiction  to  be  ever  at  variance  with  themselves. 
Accordingly  Dr.  Stukeley,  in  another  work,  is  of 
opinion  that  the  letter  c  probably  signifies  corinivm, 
our  Cirencester  ^ ;  and  this  when  actually  speaking 
of  the  same  Coin  which  in  the  short  space  of  five 
years  afterwards  he,  without  any  explanation  or  apo- 
logy, thought  fit  to  appropriate  to  this  Mint  P. 

Who  shall  decide  when  Doctors  disagree  ?  is  a 
well-known  proverbial  saying.  But  how  much  is 
the  difficulty  of  decision  increased  when  one  Doctor 
differs  with  himself! 

Mr.  Cade,  in  his  Observations  on  the  Roman  Sta- 
tion here,  is  of  opinion  that  Burgh  has  been  the 
quarter  that  included  the  Mint,  Thornburgh  the 
station,  and  the  limits  of  the  city  from  the  village 
to  the  bridge  ^. 

And  in  his  further  observations  he  calls  this  place 
th^,  site  of  the  great  Northern  Corporate  Mint,  from 
whence  the  legions  were  to  be  supplied  at  the  Prae- 
tenturas,  and  Caledonian  stations  K 

o  Pal^ographia  BritaDnica^  No.  III.  page  21. 
p  Mcdallick  History  of  Carausius,  part  I.  page259u 
H  Archaeologia,  vol.  IX.  page  291. 
«•  Idem.  vol.  X.  page  57. 
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He  also  imagines  that  the  celebrated  Arthur's 
Oon  would  with  more  propriety  accord  with  Car 
Oon  • ;  the  name  of  the  village  and  water  on  which 
it  was  situate,  with  the  Coins  struck  at  Catterick 
representing  that  structure^  plead  much  in  favour  of 
Carausius'  Oon  \ 

I  know  not  what  his  authority  might  be  foi*  this 
great  corporate  Mint,  as  he  has  not  condescended 
to  quote  any,  nor, where  he  saw  the  Coins  which 
represent  Arthur's  Oon,  but  I  suspect  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  had  any  better  foundation 
than  the  wild  reveries  of  Dr.  Stukeley. 

KINGSTON    UPON    HULL. 

1300.  The  earliest  notice  of  this  Mint  occurs  in 
the  28th  year  of  Edward  I.  when  orders  were  given 
Tor  the  building  of  houses  for  the  workmen  of  this 
Mint,  and  for  sending  beyond  the  seas  for  workmen  ''^ 

That  Monarch  struck  Money  here  which  is  dis- 
tinguished by  viLL  KYNGESTON  ou  the  Reverse. 

His  son  also  coined  in  this  Mint*.  After  his 
reign  it  appears  to  have  been  no  lodger  worked. 

EXCHANGE. 

1300.  In  the  28th  year  of  Edward  1.  an  Ex- 
change was  placed  here  3^ ;  and  again  in  the  |^th  of 
Edward  III.  1335,  in  consequence  of  the  Statute  of 
York^ 

<  He  might  as  well  have  mentioned  that  this  was  I^.  Stuke- 
ley*8  idea)  and  have  given  a  jeference  to  the  Medalliek  History 
of  Carausius,  part  I.  page  138. 

t  Archseologia,  vol.  X.  p.  58.  »  €1.  98  £.  I.  m.  d. 

^  See  Silver  Coins^  Supplement^  plate  I.  No  28, 

7  Abb.  Rot.  Orig.  Scaccarii.  2  ci.  9  £.  III.  m.  8.  dort. 
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LEEDS. 

There  have  been  two  attempts  to  establish  a  Mint 
in  this  place.  First  by  Thoresby,  who  misread  a 
styca  of  ^thelred  II.  the  legend  of  which  is  on  the 
Reverse  leofdegn.  This  he  converted  into  leodeg, 
by  supposing  the  f  to  be  redundant,  and  then  con- 
ceived the  N  to  have  been  intended  for  an  m,  and  to 
signify  Moneta  •. 

After  him  came  Dr.  Pegge,  who,  in  a  Disserta- 
tion on  a  Coin  then  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John 
Wliite,  has  endeavoured  to  prove  that  Wulstan,  who 
succeeded  to  the  Archbishoprick  of  York,  and  the 
-Bishoprick  of  Worcester  in  1002,  and  died  in  102$, 
had  a  Mipt  here. 

The  Penny  on  whicli  this  opinion  is  founded,  has 
on  the  Obverse  two  figures,  which  he  supposes  to  be 
intended  for  St.  Peter  and  St.  Mary,  with  this  legend, 
wvLSTON.  He  takes  this  to  be  the  name  of  the 
Archbishop  above  mentioned,  and  the  male  and  fe- 
^male  figures  to  be  the  Patron  Saints  of  his  two  Ca- 
thedrals.' iHe  fixes  upon  this  Wulstan  in  preference 
to  two  others,  one  of  whom  was  the  l6th  Archbi- 
bishop  of  York,  and  the  other  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
because  their  dates  will  not  agree  with  the  age  of 
the  Penny,  which,  from  similarity  of  type  on  the 
Reverse,  he  appropriates  to  the  reign  of  iEthelred  II. 

The  legend  on  that  side  is  eana  on  lvd.  The 
place  'of  Mintage  he  determines  to  be  Leeds,  or,  as 
it  was  antiently  spelled,  Loid  or  Luyt;  "  for  the 
vowels  are  so  easily  changed,  that  Loides^  as.Leedes 
is  called  in  venerable  Bede,  might  by  others  as 
readily  be  written  Lydis  or  Ludis.** 

A  Ducatus  I.eodiensis.    Catalogue  of  the  Museum,  page  541. 
See  Anglo-Saxon  Coins^  Plate  XI.  No  33. 
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His  appropriation  of  the  Coin  to  this  place  is  con^ 
firmed,  as  he  calls  it,  in  a  manner  too  curious  to  be 
withheld.  "  I  myself,"  says  he,  "  have  a  Coin  of 
Kthelred  II.  with  a  Reverse  minutely  in  the  sam& 
form,  and  coined  at  the  same  place,  as  I  conjecture, 
for  the  inscription  runs,  /blfric  mo.  lvd.  And 
this,  methinks,  adds  a  mighty  confirmation  to  the 
observation  above,  as  to  the  age  of  this  piece,  since 
it  shows  so  clearly,  that  Money  of  this  type  tiias  ac- 
tually coined  for  the  Crown,  ^at  Leedes,  in  the  reign 
ofkin^Ethelredlir^ 

Thus  conjecture  is  exaltled  to  proof,  and  the 
meaning  of  an  abbreviated  word  is  ascertained  by 
the  self  same  abbreviation. 

After  all,  it  seems  most  probable  (supposing  the 
Coin  to  be  English,  which  is  very  doubtful)  that  the 
letters  lvd  were  intended  for  London  ;  as  there 
could  not  exist  any  necessity  for  the  establishment  of 
an  Archiepiscopal  Mint  in  this  place,  when  one  had 
been  fixed  in  York  for  some  centuries  prior  to  the 
date  assigned  to  this  piece. 

PONTEFRACT. 

During  the  siege  of  this  place,  in  the  year  164?, 
a  Mint  was  established  and  Coins  struck,  some  of 
which  are  octagonal,  and  others  in  the  form  of  a 
lozenge. 

The  first  sort  has  on  the  Obverse  c.  r.  under  a 
crown,  with  this  legend  dvm  spiro  spero,  and  on 
the  Reverse  a  castle  with  three  towers,  and  a  fls^ 
flying  on  the  top  with  p.  c.  on  the  sides  of  the  centre 
tower.     On  the  right  side  of  the  Coin  an  hand, 

i  '    ■ 

^  Pegge's  Series  of  Dissertations  on  some  Anglo-Saxon  Re- 
nmins^  page  19^ 
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•^    ^  ;^j  holding  a  sword,  issues  from  the  castle.  .  On  the 
/^^^>  other  side  are  the  letters  obs.  and  beneath  the  castle 
the  date  1648''. 

The  lozenge-shaped  Coin  has  the  same  Obverse, 
but  on  the  Reverse  the  flag  is  omitted,  and  instead 
of  the  hand  and  sword^  it  has  the  value  xii  placed 
between  p  and  c.  * 

These  were  struck  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
The  Mint  continued  to  be  worked  after  his  death, 
and  Coins  were  struck  of  the  same  date,  and  of  the 
octagonal  form  *• 

Of  these  there  are  two  kinds.  One  with  the 
same  Obverse  as  those  described  above,  and  on  the 
Reverse  a  Castle,  with  a  Flag  flying  on  the  uppeiv 
most  tower,  and  p.  c.  over  the  two  side  Towers,  with 
a  Cannon  issuing  from  the  Castle  on  the  right  side, 
and  the  letters  obs  on  the  left ;  round  the  whole 
this  legend,  carolus  secundus  1648  ^ 

The  c^her  has  on  the  Obverse  a  crown  over  this 

l^nd,  in  three  lines  across  the  field,  hanc  deus 

^m^^Li^  f^^r^  DEDiT  1648,  and  round  it  carol,  ii.  d.  g.  mag;  b.  f. 

'  ^  ET.  H.  REX.     The  Reverse  as  before,  excepting  that 

^7^^^'^the  letters  p.  c.  are  placed  nearer  to  the  sides  of  the 

x^,^^  A^  center  tower,  and  that  the  legend  is  post  mortem 

^^y_^      PATRIS  pro  FILIO  5. 

/^      /^        These  are  all  Shillings.     Folkes  says  that  Half 

/—if"      ^^^  ^^^^^"^  ^®*°^'  ^^^^^  XXIX.  No  10. 
^  U^  Anr      a  Id.  N**  1 1.    One  of  the  lozenge-shaped,  in  Dr.  Hunter's  c»- 

^    ^ttH/i^     Jtfj^ct,  had  the  hand  and  sword.    Dr.  Combe's  MS. 
^     ^  e  The  castle  was  maintained  for  about  seven  weeks  after  tke 

A*'^^^'*-*^  ;  King's  death,  and  this  Money  was  coined  by  Colonel  John  Mor- 
^-?t^  ^7  Uf-^Lu^'  ^^  Governor.     [Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  page  93.] 

^  f  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXIX.  No  12. 

A^  ^  •^.^  t  M,  No  IS.  ^ 
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Crowns  were  struck  ^  ;  but  none  have  yet  been  die-  ^^^   iL^.^ 

The  supposed  Crown  in  Mr.  Thoresby's  Cpllee-  /, 

tion  proved  to   be  only  a  Shilling,  and  his  Hatf 
Crown  was  about  half  as  heavy  again  as  the  Shilling  ^*5k  • 
in  common.     It  is  now  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshirtfs  %^    «,  ^ 
capmet^  .  ^. 

There  is  also  a  piece  of  Ootd,  apparently  struck 
with  the  same  die  as  the  last  mentfotie<i  Shilling*  '^^  ^jT^  - 
It  is  of  the  weight  of  a  common  twenty  SbilKfig'^'^    ^ 
broad  piece K    ^^i^J^  ^   T.c,   ^  i<^^  /^    ^  ^'^i^^ 

SCARBOROUGH.       ^  ^  ^^  *^^^Uf^^C^ 

The  only  Coins  which  are  known  to  have  been 
struck  here  are  of  that  kind  which  is  commonly 
called  Siege  Money,  and  they  were  coined  whilst  thi» 
place  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliament. 

One  of  these  pieces  is  at  thin  oblong  plate  of  Silver^ 
with  the  representation  of  a  Ctdtle,  and  the  vufhiti 
us.vid.  impressed  on  one  side,  and  on  the  olhei^ 
OBS.  Scarborough  l645,  engraved** 

Another  piece,  cut  from  a  salver,  has-  the  saine 
castle,  and  the  value  vs.  under  it.  The  other  sidn 
quite  plain  ■".     It  is  probably  of  this  Mint.        . 

YORK    ROYAL,    MINT. 

Mr.  Drake  conjectures  that  the  Romans  bad  a 
Mint  here,  but  his  conjecture  is  founded  principally 
upon  a  Coin  of  Scverus,  ilnentioned  by  Camden, 
which  is  said  to  bear  on  the  Reverse,  col.  ebora*- 

h  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  page  93.  - 

i  'Snelling's  MS  note  in  his  qopy  of  the  View  of  the, Silver 
Ccnn  and  Coinage  of  England,  page  A% 

k  See  Gold  Coins,  Pla^e  XIV.  N'^S.  ^^f  , 

1  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXIX.  N«  4.  «  Id.  No  3. 

VOL.  IV.  EE 

-x-  J  A^u^  •wi.*^  ^t*^  iTh^  ^  ^    y  ^^'-  '^^'^^^ 
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cvM^i^EGtEO.  VI.  viCTftiXk  He  also  thiakf  it  proba- 
ble dk^t  the  Coios  with  the  title  Britannicas,  which 
Severus  unquestionably  assumed  at  York,  as  Lord 
of  ^e^whole  IsUifid  of  Britain, .  could  nowl^ere  have 
their>  original  $tanip  better  thau  in  the  same  City, 
where  he  triumphed  for  thie  greater  part  of  his 
reigfo«  **  Itcaunot  be  imagined,"  he  says,  "  but  that 
thie  Miinti  .attended  the  i  m  perial  Court ;  for  no  sooner 
was  a  great  action  performed,  but  the  whole  empire 
was  madeacquainted  with  it/  by  sdme  signal  Reverse 
struck  immediately  upon  the  current  Coin.""^ 

But  Camden's  Coin  is  at  best  doubtful,  for  it  is 
not  at  thtis  time  known^^  to  exist ;  and  the  imagina* 
tion. that  the  Mint  always  attended. the  imperial 
court  may,  or  may  hot,  be  just,  as  i  believe  no  evti* 
denoeof  it  can  be  produced. 

h  is  unfortunate  for  all  these  probabilities  of  Ro« 

man  ^Money  having  been  coined  at  York»  and  at 

otberrplaces.iniBritain^  that  tno  Roman /Coin  bear-» 

ii^tUe  name  of  a  British  Town  has  evec  been  disco- 

/,,^,X  ^ym^WB^'  i  From  this  oircumstanoeit  is,  in  my  opinion^, 

i^  d!i»i,4t4«#M«^'^ mol'e*;  thaa  probable,  that  the  Romans  did  not  strike 

A^u^sUu^^  any  Money  in  this  Island,  as  it  can  scarcely,  be  sup- 

jkt^f- ll^om^  posed  that  such  a  circumstance  would  not  have  been 

/«*^^  ^#^  recorded  upon  the  Coins. 

^^f^  Tbb,  however,  it  tnay  be  said,  is  >  no .  more  than 
conjecture  opposed  to  - coojeoture.  It  is  so:  and 
whenever  evidence  can  be  produced  in  conBrination 
of  Mr.  Drake's  supposition,  I  will  most  readily  with- 
draw mine« 

It  is  supposed,  by  that  author,  that  all  the  Coins 
struck  by,  the  Northumbrian  Kings  weije  minted 

n  Drake*s  Eboracunj^  page  61. 


J/.^' 
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here ;  and  he  has  ascribed  to  Edwiu  of  that  King- 
dom a  Penny  which  evidently  belongs  to  Edward 
the  Confessor**. 

Under  the  Anglo-Saxorf  nnd  Anglo-Danish  Go- 
vernment there  are  numerous  proofs  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  Mint  in  this  City ;  for  Coins  are  known  of 
^thdstan,  although  this  is  not  one  of  th^  places 
which  are  particularly  enumerated  in  his  law  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Mint  ^ 

The  following  Monarchs  also  coined  here : 
Eadmnnd,  Cnut^ 

Eadwig,  Harold  I. 

Eadgar,  Edward  the  Confessor,  > 

Eadweard  the  Martyr,  and  ^ 

JEthelredIL  Han^  II. 

In  Domesday  Book  the  Mint  is  not  mentioned) 
but  it  is  there  recorded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
vey, Nigel  de  Monnevile  bad  one  mansion  of  a  cer- 
tain Moneyer^i.     Coins  of  William  I.  are  known. 

WiUiam  II.  had  a  Mint  here,  as  had  likewise 
Stepjien,  who  granted  permission  to  his  son  Eustace 
to  strike  Money  in  this  City',  probably  during  the 
time  that  he  was  Governor  <»f  it. 

Henry  L  coined  here.  See  Sappfement,  Part  II. 
Plate  II.  N«  3.  ^ 

11 86.  In  the  3Sd  year  of  Henry  IV  the  Sheriflf 
of  Yorkshire  paid  into  the  Exchequer  ccxx\)3/.,yj^. 
viijrf.  for  the  Donum  of  this  City,  assized  by  the 

c  Eboracum^  Appendix^  pageciii. 
?  Leges  Ang.  Sax.  page  59. 
q  Domesday  Book,  vol.  I.  folio  298. 

r  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  ll.'  No  i,  and  the  Annals  at  the  t'nd 
of  the  reign  of  Stephen. 
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King's  Justices  upon  the  men  of  the  City,  not  in- 
cluding the  Moneyers*.     His  Coins  still  remain. 

1208.  In  the  gth  year  of  John,  the  Mbneyers, 
and  other  Officers  of  this  Mint,  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend at  Westminster  on  the  Quinzime  of  St  Denys, 
there  tQ  receive  the  King's  commands  ^ 

1347.  By  a  Writ^  bearing  date  in  this  year,  the 
Mayor,  &c.  of  this  City  were  commanded  to  choose, 
by  the  oath  of  twelve  men,  three  of  the  most  honest 
persons  ^of  the  City.  One  to  be  a  Moneyer,  another 
for  the  Assay,  and  the  third  to  be  Custos  Cutieo- 
ruoi)  in  this  Mint^ 

Coins  of  Henry  UI.  ai«  still  remaining. 

1279*  This  Mint  was  of  so  much  consequence 
in  the  8th  year  of  Edward  I.  as  to  be  allowed  tw^ve 
furaaoesy  when  Canterbury  bad  no  more  than  eighth 

1353*  This  year,  William  de  Rockewell,  Custos 
Cambii  London,  was  commanded  to  deliver  to 
;Henry  de  Brisele,  Master  of  the  Works  of  the 
Kiog^s  Moneyers  in  tbis  City,  six  standards  And 
eighteen  trussels  for  making  the  King's  Money  cf 
the  Die  called  the  <jrro$&;  four  ^andards  and  twelve 
trussels  for  the  Half-Gross  |  and  three  standards  and 
twelve  trussels  for  Sterlings  1. 

Drake  says  that  he  had  seen,  and  had  taken  pains 
to  copy  out,  a  Mandate,  from  the  Records  in  the 

Tower,  of  this  King,  to  the  High  Sheritf  of  York- 

», 

.  «  Mag.  Rot.  33  H.  II.  rot  7.  b.  Everwichse.  Madox,  Hist. 
Excbeq.  vol.  I.  p.  635. 

t  See  this  Writ  at  length  in  the  account  of  Carlisle  Mint. 

u  Pat.  Z%  Henry  III.  m.  4. 

<  Lib.  Rub.  Scaccarii,  folio  247.  See  the  Annsds,  undet  that 
yftat. 

r  Claus.  27  Edward  III.  m.  13^  July  12. 
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^hire,  for  erecting  a  Mint  for  coining  Gold  and 
Silver  Money  in  the  Castle  of  York  *. 

Coins  are  known  of  Edward  L,  II,,  and  III.%  and  . 
of  Richard  II. 

14^3.  In  the  first  year  of  Henry  VI.,  on  the 
30th  of  Julyj  Thonnas  Roderham  was  appointed,  by 
Writ  of  Privy  Seal,  Comptroller,  Exchanger,  and 
Assayer  of  the  Mint  in  the  Castle  here,  during  plea* 
sure,  and  to  receive  as  should  be  agreed  between 
faim  and  the  Treasurer  of  England.  ^        . 

•At  the  same  time,  and' in  the  same  manner,  Tho^j^v  4,^,4^ 
mas  Haxey,  clerk,  was  appointed  Warden  of  the ;9. /;(.««* ^u 
9ame;  to  account  to  the  King  under  the  survey  of^^"^  ^^ 


tbeComptrolIer  above -m^ntionedi  and  to  take  ^^      ^^^CT'^' 
usual  fees  and  ^age«^  ^;5r^4^:^^^4S§^;^ 

In  his  2d  year  this  C&unty,  fonjomtly  with  nine^y«^j^  ^4*^4 
other  Northern  Counties,  petitioned  ithe  King  \n/rff  jf^/ffS- 
Parliament  to  send  down  a  Mint-master  to  this  Gity,  rz/0^ .  /J^i^J 


as  usual,  to  coin  Gold  and  Silver,  for  the  ease  and^*^-'         ^ 
advantage  of  the  said  Counties^;  but,  althoiigh  ^^^^^Z/^^/^  ♦ 
Petition  was  granted,  it  does  not  appear  that  a  sepa-  ^^ 
rate  Mint-master  was   appointed  until  the  second 
year  of  King  Edward  VI.  ^ 

After  this  period  the  Records  fail  us  for  some 
time.;  but  Coinjs  still  exist  of  Edward  IV,,  Richard 

HI.,  and  Henry  VII.  ^ 

■   •  »       -  •• 

2  Eboracitm,  Appendix^  page  ciii.     He  does  hot  give  any  date. 

*>  Snelling  had  never  seen  tlie.  Farthing  of  Edward  III.  of  the 
York  Mint.  A  very  line  specimen  is  now  in  the  cabiiiet  of  Wil- 
liam Staunton,  esq.  Longbridge  Hous^,  near  Warwick.  Obv. 
4'BDWABDVs  REX.     Reverse,  czvitas  bbobaci. 

h  Pat.  I  Henry  VI.  Part  5.  m.  12. 

<^  See  the  Annals,  under  this  year.  Mr.  North  says,  that  all 
the  Pennies  nainted  here  in  the  reigo  of  Henry  VI.  have  a  rose 
in  the  centre  of  the  cross.     MS.  note  to  Folkes's  Tables. 
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1545.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.,  namely,  in  his  37th  year,  a  Patent  was  granted 
for  the  Coinage  of  Half-Groats,  Pennies,  Halfpen- 
nies, and  Farthings,  and  Hkewise  of  the  Groat,  to  be 
coined  in  this  City**. 

1547-  Frotn  an  Indenture  of  the  2d  year  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  it  appears  that  Geoi^e  Gale  wa^  then  Mas- 
ter of  this  Mint*;  which  seems  to  have  fallen  into 
disuse  at  the  end  of  his  reign,  and  not  to  have  been 
worked  again  until  the  necessities  of  Charles  I.  called 
it  into  action.  Here,  it  is  probable,  was  coined  a 
great  part  of  the  Plate  which  was  sent  by  the  two 
Universities  to  that  unfortunate  Monarch.  This 
Mint  continued  to  be  worked  until  the  King  re- 
moved  it  from  this  City  to  Shrewsbury,  in  the  year 
1642^. 

In  the  reign  of  William  III.,  when  all  the  clipped 

and  diminished  Money  was  called  in,  a  Mint  for  a 

new  Coinage  was  erected  here,  from  the  year  1^95 

to  1697.     At  this  Mint,  as  Mr.  Thoresby  writes, 

from  the  information  of  Major  Wyvil,  the  Master  of 

the  Mint,  there  were  coined  ^-312,520.  0*.  6d. 

But  in  a  manuscript  collection  of  James  West,  Esq. 

from  the  Papers  of  Benjamin  Woodnot,  Esq.  then 

Comptroller  of  the  Coins,  this  Mint  is  put  down 

thus : 

Silver     -     -     -     67,000  lbs.  423  oz. 

Tale       -     -     ^.209,011.  6s.  od,s 

<*  Mr.  North's  MSS. 

» 

e  T^wndes*s  Report,  page  45.  He  was  appointed  Sub-Trea- 
surer of  this  Mint  36  Henry  VII L  [MS.  Brit.  Mus.  83  H.  1 1.]  and 
was  sometime  Treasurer  [Pedigree  of  Gale^  Lit.  Anec.  XVIUth 
Century,  vol.  IV.  page  536], 

f  See  the  Annals>  and  Account  of  Shrewsbury  Mint. 

s  Neither  of  these  accounts  agrees  with  that  given  by  Fplkesj 
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At  this  Coinage  were  minted  [Crowns]  Half- 
Croytrns,  Shillings,  and  Sixpences.  Those  of  96 
have  a  y  under  the  King's  head,  those  of  97  y  K 

This  Mint  was  worked  at  the  Manor,  and  is  the 
last  which  has  been  erected  in  this  City', 

king's  exchange. 

1345.  In  the  19th  year  of  Edward  HI.'  Conrad 
Royer,  and  his  companions.  Merchants  Dos t,*  were 
authorized  to  hold  Exchanges  here,  and  in  other 
places,  on  account  of  the  new  Coinage  of  Gold  ^. 

At  the  same  time  Anthony  Bythesea  was  ap- 
pointed Supervisor  and  Warden  of  the  Exoh^tifges 
of  London,  York,  and  Canterbury,  and  the  Miyor 
and  Sheriffs  of  London'  were  commanded  to  feissli^t 
him  ^  .        I  . 

1353-  In  the  27th  year  of  the  same  King,  Uhe 
custody  of  the  Exchanges  in  thtV  City  was  conaahit- 
ted  to  William  Hunt,  Clerk.  To  hold  during  jAea- 
sure ;  and  to  receive  twelve  Pence  per  day  sd  kmg 
as  he  continued  Hn  that  office,  provided  he  acocmtited 
to  the  King  for  the  profits  arising  from  the  saidrEx- 
changes,  as  he  ought  to  do  "*.    •  i  ^    >i  > 


X 


f  M  i 


whp  states.^he  quimtitviof  Jijaininered,  Mpney  and  w|roi:)jfht ,^^^(p 
imported  into  this  Miut  at  99.6^3  lbs.  [Table  of  Silver  Coips. 
page  124.]     '     .        '  —       ^     -    '    i,r«-) 

h  This  letter  y  should  have  been  of  this  form  >•.  But  the  TVhole 
statement  respecting  the  letter  is  eri^oneous,  as  eacK  of  those 
years  h^s  it  in  the  two  several  shapes.  Drake  has  obitted  the 
Crown  Piece.  See  the  several  Pieces  coined  here  at  tljat  t^mg  in 
Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXXVI.  Nos  13,  18,  and  23, 

'  Drake's  Eboracum,  Appendix,  page  ciii. 

^  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  II.  page  252.  See  the  Annals  and 
the  History  of  Exchanges,  under  this  year.  '     "    ^  ' 

i  Pat.  19  Edward  III. Parti,  m.  15.  '         '    ;    ^"'y'"' 

m  Orig.  27  Edward  III.'  Rot.  3.  July  12,  Madpx*3  MSS^  vol. 
LXiX.ibliolO^.         N        "     -  --     •'      ^^  ' 
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1864*  On  some  account^  not  at  this  time  te  be 
discovered^  the  Exchange  in  this  City  was  excepted 
out  of  a  Grant  made  in  the  38th  year  of  Edward  III. 
to  Adda  St.  Ive,  of  all  other  the  King's  Exchanges, 
for  two  years,  from  the  Michaelmas  Day  irame* 
diately  preceding*^. 

1423.  In  the  first  year  of  Henry  VI.  Thoipas 
Roderham  was  appointee^,  by  Writ  of  Privy  Seal, 
Exchanger  here  **. 

archbishop's  mint. 

The  privilege  which  the  Archbishops  of  York 
epJ9yed,  of  striking  Money,  is  probably  of  high 
antiquity,  though  at  present  we  possess  no  docii* 
ments  which  can  enable  us  to  trace  it  to  its  origin. 

The  earliest  Coin  now  extant,  which  can  be 
apf^rqpriated  to  this  See,  is  a  Styca  from  the  Mint 
of  Archbishop  Eanbald.  Whether  it  were  struck  by 
the  first  or  the  second  of  that  name  cannot  be  deter- 
mii^ed,  but  in  either  case  it  must  be  dated  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  eighth  century  % 

Moneyers : 

EADVVLF.  EDILVEARD. 

There  are  likewise  Stycas  of  Vigmund'  and  Viilf- 
here  %  the  first  of  whom  was '  Archbishop  at  the 

•  Glaus.  38  Edward  III.  m.  10  dors. 

o  Pat.  }  Henry  VI.  Part  5.  m.  1^.  See  the  Account  cf  the 
Royal  Mint  at  York. 

%  Eanbald  I.  was  consecrated  A.  D.  780 ;  his  successor  of  the 
same  name  A.  D.  796.  [Godwin.]  See  the  Styca  in  the  14th 
Pldte  of  Anglo-Saxon  Coins,  and  another  with  the  title  Archie- 
piscopus,  which  verifies  this,  in  Supplement  Part  II. 

'  Vigmund  was  consecrated  A.  D.  831.  [Godwin.]  See  his 
C«h»,  Plate  XIV.  and  Supplemfent  Plat««XVIL 

»  Vulfhere  A.  D.  864.     [Godwin.]     See  his  Coins,  Plate  ^CIV. 
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beginning  of  the  9th  centnry,  and  the  second  about 
the  middle  of  it. 

Vigmund"8  Moneyers: 

€0£NR£D.  EVLPHELM.  HWVLAF. 

£i)ILHARD.  FROIVNfi^  PVNCAF. 

EDILVEARD. 

yjulfliere's  Moaeyer : 

.  VVLFJJED. 

In  the  Law  by  which \3Ethelstan  regqiated  his^ 
Mints,  in  the  year  928,  thjs  name  of  this  See  do^ 
jQot  occur ;  nor,  indeed,  th^f,  pf  apy  place  to  the 
North  of  London*. 

•  *  ■  * 

At  that  time  York  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Danes^ 
for  -^thelstan  did  not  become  perfect  master  of  it 
until  the  year  937  "  ;  which  circumstance  will  ac^- 
coiint  for  the  omission  of  its  pame  in  the  Ordinance 
above-m  en  tioned . 

Besides  those  Coin^  wjijch  bear  the  names  of  the 
Archbishops  by  whom  th^y  were,  struck,  there  are 
others  which  probably  were  coined  by  th^  authority 
of  the  See,  but  whose  inscriptions  only  signify  that 
they  were  of  this  Mint,  without  specifying  the  verr 
son  by  whose  order  they  were  struck. 

They  are  of  rude  wprkm^pship,  and  ejchibit  on 
the. Obverse  the  name  of  St.  Peter,  accompanied  ii^ 
sopie  instances  with  the  figure  of  a  sword.  The 
Reverse  has  only  a  cross  in  the  centre  (except  in 
one  instance,  where  that  place  is  occupied  by  a 
figure  somewhat  resembling  the  ground  plan  of  ^ 
building,)   with  eboaace  qjv.^     These  Coins  are 

^  Leges  Ang.  Sax.  page  59 
"  Drake's  Eboracum,  page  79. 

V  See  various  spcci0)C||ft  of  them  iq  Plate  XIL  of  Anglo-Saxon 
Coins. 


/ 
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• 

now  Tulgarly  called  by  the  name  of  Peter*a  £ecice, 
and  are  supposed  to  have  been  coined  for  the  pur- 
pp&e  of  paying  the  Tax  whioh  bore  that  denomina* 
tion.  If  Selden  be  right,  in  his  idea  that  ^thel* 
sten's  La IV 'forbade  the  coining  of  any  Money  which 
did  not  bear  the  nanae.  or  effigies  of  the  King^ 
these  Pennies  must  have-  been  coined  prior  to  the 
yi^ar  928  *»  Dr.  Pegge,  however,  though  he  adniits 
the  general  intention  of  that  Law  as  laid  down  by  Sel- 
den, yiet  considers  these  Coins  (and  those  resembling 
them  which  were  struck  at  Lincoln  and  St^dmund^s 
Bury)  as  particular  exceptjons;  and  thinks  they  were 
made  not  long  before  the  Norman  Conquest  y.  But 
it  must  be  observed  that  they  b^tr  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  N~  1  and  2  of  the  Money  of  Eric,  the  last 
King  of  Northumberland,  The  Coins  themselves 
afford  no  positive  evidence  whatever  of  the  period  to 
Iwhich  they  belong.  From  one  circumstance,  how- 
.^ver,  it  appears  probable  that  they  are  not  of  so  late 
Q  date  as  Dr.  Pegge  would  affix  to  thenn 

lAmongst  ,3Etbelstan'a  Money  is  a  Penny  which 
bbirs  his  name  oii  the  Obverse,  and  on  the  Reverse 
4hat  of  the  Morieyer,  with  a  rude  figqre  of  a  church, 
«Hd  these  letters,  eeorac.  ao.  If  by  the  last  two 
letters  is  meant,  as  most  probably  is  the  case,  accle- 
WA,  pro  ECCLEsiA,  then  we  have  a  Coin  of  this 
church  precisely  conformable  to  Selden's  exposition 
of  jaEthelstan's  Law ;  and  which,  in  my  judgment, 
inefaders  extrenriely  questionable  any  license  for,  or 
even  Connivance  at,  the  striking  Money  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the   meaning  of  that  Ordinance. 

X  Notse^  &c.  ad  Eadmerum,  page  ^17- ' 
y  Assemblageof  Coins  by  Arcbbishc^>s  of  Canterbury,  pages 
W,  58. 
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'^rhe  Penny  before  us  ihust  have  been  cnrpent  with 
other  Coins  which  were  struck  here,  in  obedience  to 
that  Law,  with  the  name  of -^helstan,  but  without 
any  reference  to  the  church. 

It  should  seem  also  that  the  Peter's  Pennies,  a« 
they  are  called,  could  not  be  coined  subsequent  to  the 
Law  of  ^thelred  IL  A.  D.  lOOS,  by  which  he  re- 
voked the  privileges  granted  by  JSthelstan  ta  variotis 
places,  and  ordained  that  no  Mints'  should  be 
worked,  except  those  which  belonged  to  the  King  ^; 

From  this  period  to  the  Norman  Conquest,'  no- 
thing occurs  respecting  the  Archiepiscopal  Mint ; 
but  soon  after  that  event  we  find  that  Tbomai  * 
Archbishop  of  this  Province,  was'  seized  of  his^ints, 
which  he  enjoyed  not  only  during  part  of  the  iQ^fgn 
of  William  L  bat  likewise  in  the  tiaie  of  hisL«ori,' 
William  Rufus.   .  ■ '■■     ••  ' 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  one  Odo,  Sheriff  of 
Yorkshire,  did  hinder  Gerard^,  the  Archbishop^ 
from  holding  pleas  and  giving  judgment  in  bis  Cdurt 
De  Monetariis.  The  Archbishop  coriiplained  to  the 
King,  and  shewed  his  seisin,  and  the  right  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Pejer;  whereupon  the  King  sent  his 
Letters  Patent  to  the  Sheriff,  the  effect  of  which 'was 
to  will  and  command  him,  that  Gerard,  Archbisfao^, 
should,  in  the  lands  of  his  Arcbbishoprick,  have 
pleas  in  his  Court  of  his  Moneyers,  of  thievds,  and 
of  all  others,  as  Thomas,  Archbishop,  had  in  the 
time  of  the  King's  Father  and  Brother.  And  that 
he  should  execute  the  King's  new  Statutes  of  judg-r 

^  J^ges  An^.  Sax.  page  118. 

a  He  was  Archbishop  from  1070  to  1101.     [Godwin.]  ' 

^  Conseci-ated  1101,  died  1109.     [Godwin.] 


4^8  PtACES  OF  MIVTS  AV1>  EXCHANGES^ 

merits  or  pleas  of  thieves,  aud  false  Coiners,  9jad 
that  he  might  do  this  at  his  own  proper  instance,  in 
his  own  Court ;  and  that  neither  he  nor  the  Church 
should  lose  any  thing  by  the  new  Statutes,  but  that 
he  might  do  in  his  own  Courts,  by  his  own  instance^ 
tccording  to  the  Statutes  ^. 
^yy     '        1^17.     In  tlie  second  year  of  Henry  IIL  the  pri* 


>»*^  t^t.^%-n/f^  <fp 


i^ileges  respecting  the  Mint  which  had  been  enjoyed 

/i   AeTiLlfi^'^y  former  Archbishops  were  restored  to  Walter 

tr  ^^%!S  '"^"^y >  ^^^  Archbishop  of  this  Province  *. 

U  JrU^^        1247.     And  in  the  32d  year  of  the  same  King, 

.        ^  ^Jotin  fe  Francep  was  empowered  to  receive  the 

^      /^?»3»w  ^'^^j^^  fidelity  from  persons  to  be  appointed  in  the 

^^ A  4r  j^^i^^^p^^  Mint  in  this  City  • 

.e..f(^^  m.  ^^g       Amongst  tlie   Pleas  of  Quo  Warranto^ 

A^-^^.^rf.^^^/VfkMh  were  held  at  York  before  John  de  Metting^ 

^/L  .-^^Z  hdm  and  his  Companions^  in  the,  8th  year  of  Ed- 

'^J^'.  Jlia^mLrdh  Willmto^,  ArchWshopof  York,  was^ required 

/J  J^r.//^}  to  shew  cause  why  he  elattned  to  have  two  Diesir 

j^^  >fCa/ ^y^^^^^^  ^^^*  City,  without  the  King*8  License.     To 

^  ^<*  which  the  Archbishop  pleaded,  that  he  and  his  pre- 


r^ 


^  decessors  had  been  in  seisin  of  those  two  Dies  time 


^  .  out  of  mind  ;  and  stated  the  instances  related  above, 

^  •^'T-^j^  ^jj^,  ^^.g^^  ^f  William  I.  William  Rufas,  and 

\^  ^*^  ^  Henry  I.     Upon  this  issue  was  joined,  and  the  Jury 

^^^  A^  ^  A^^^^^iv;^  ^--»--  ^'^'^^  "^^^^  "^^y^  '  ^f  ^  ^^^/ 

^/u^  />ut^  r^^  pj^^  ^^  ^  Q^^  Warranto  8  Edward  I.'   Drake's  Eboracuno, 


^  ^  Oaus»  ?  Henry  IIL  Di'ake's  Kboracum,  Appendix,  page 
A.  aZfUi^'^/!^-  ^\  P^gg^  sup[)Ose8  that  these  privileges  had  been  lost  un" 
H    i^t*>*      der  the  general  Act  of  Resumption  in  1154,  I  Henry  II.    [Aa- 

'^^  i^'  semblage  of  Coins  by  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  j).  83-] 
. /-^W  h: ^<  e  Pat.  3^  Henry  III.  m.  4. 

/juft^^-c*^  i  WilHaro  Wickwane,  who  was  Archbishoj)  from  12/9  to  1385. 
M^  c^>-H^,ff,.0-K  *^  Dr^ke  calls  tbem  Mints,  but  the  word  is  Cuneos,  Pies.  The 
^^^^^yr  ^^  Acchbishop  never  had  more  than  one  Mint  here. 

T%!^  \^  ^^^^^  ^'--j  f^  ^^'1  tl^" 


^>^  /t^^  t^  ^  ^-  ^  >^^.e..:2^^/t^  a^^  ^/^  *"^^-7 

fN   BRtTAiN  AND   ITS   DEPENDENCISS.        42»5^;^  ^*7*J^ 

found  for  the  Archbishop,  and  judgment  was  giveA  z:^^  ^Lnf.^ 
that  he  should  be  without  day  ^.  -z*^^  a^  >^  '- 

The  Archbishop  stated  further,  that  he  and  hi%x:?^..^^;^^i^— ^ 
predecessors  used  to  have  a  third  Die%  which  the ^«^ .   ^^^^ 
King  then  had  in  this  City ;   and  prayed  that  his  ^  ;:^/€sr-_ 
tight  therein  might  be  saved  to  him,  &iC.  which  plea  ^.^c^^"^  ^ 
•     was  allowed  ^.  ^aj^  ^  ^ 

1330  and  133 1 .     In  the  4th  and  5th  years  of  Ed-  2«&<^l,</fe^ 
ward  III.  Writs  were  issued  to  authorise  the  Ardi^/Stj^^  ^' 
bishop  to  have  two  Dies  in  his  Mint*.  ^  Jhr^  ^c^^^ 

1353-     And  in  the  37th  year  of  the  «ame  reigA^  m^  i^^/l'C^ 
the  Archbishop  petitioned  the  King,  slating  that  bl     ;^-;C<-^ 
ought  to  have,  and  all  his  predecessors,  time  out  of  ^^  /J^  <?h^^ 
mind,  had,  and  were  aceastomed  to  bave^  two  'iA^.-ii:^  ^^^-^-r?*^ 
ttey  Di^s  for  the  Mint  here^  as  fully  ap|>eared  from  ^^fC  /^^-  f/-^.--^ 
the  Records  ai>d  Processes  of  the  Justices  Itii^rant''^^      xT^ 
in  the  said  County^  which  h^jbqen  transmitted  .td/^^-^/-^ 
the  Exchequer,  and  by.tlie  Roll8,ifemd'Meln6l-arldajrf^'^>^  ^t,^^^^ 
that  Court,     The  King,  therefore,  coaunaiaded  liiat^A/^  ^  'V^  '-^ 

b  Drake's  Eboraeuni,"p^ge  541.  The  words  s\nt  die^  "^^^  /Uh^^Sm^  ''f  *^^ 
that  the  defendant  might  go  without  any  further  continuance  or  rg*/  ^ JT  ^ 
adjournnient  5    the  King's  Writ,  commanding  his  attendance,       «  '  /^  -a 

being  fully  satisfied.     [Blapkstone'fc  Com.  vol.  III.  page^Sif/^'?^  ^  ^^ 
Theafiair  of  this  Quo  Wari^nlo  is  copied  from  Sir  Thomas  Wid*  ^^^ 
drington,  who  had  it  from  an  Inspeximus  3  Henry  V.  n.  15,  ia*    c/^*^  h>^  Ml^ 
which,  he  says,  many  other  liberties  of  the  Church  of  York  are  ^^*  ^^ 

mentioned.    But  he  adds  that  the  original  Record  of  the' 8th   J/^  / 
Edward  I.  is  in  the  custody  of  the  Chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer,  •w/^V  -^^ '  f^, 
marked  thus :  '^  J.  de  Vallibus  placita  de  juratis  &  assizis,  &c,  A.  a^  V/,  ^^ 
Quo  Warranto  J.  de  Vallibus,  rot.  9      [Drake's  Eboracum,  page^^^  «/i>*v  >^ 
542,  note  (e)]  ^  .#.    ./  ^' 

>  Nicolson  likewise  calls  this  a  Mint,  ^thouglrhe  gives  the  ^'^  ^  *^<u^  ^ 
original  word  Cuneum,  in  brackets.  ^  Mc,  ^^^**^^-!^^A 

k  Nicolson*s  tenglish  Hist.  Library,  page  264.  *jUZ /C^       I0 

1  Claus.  4  Edward  III.  m.  SO.    Claus.  S  Edward  HI.  Part  \.\       ^''^ 
m.  10  and  19.    North's  MSS.  ^  .  --      '      .     '  ^:^r,n^  ^y^.^^ 
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^  the  said  Records  should  be  e^camined,  and,  if  it  ap- 

^  ^  jpeared  to  be  right,  that  then  the  two  Dies  should 
•^  ^^Q  ^^Ithout  delay  be  delivered  to  the  Archbishop  for 
d^fA^   ^^^J^tiie  use  of  his  said  Mint  "*. 

;fe^  /Ui^»^#x.And,  accord ingly,  a  Writ  was  issued  for  the  deli- 
/i^^/isu^  ^very  of  the  Di^s,  in  the  same  year"^,  and  again  in 
^  jL^  ^/Jthe  48th  year  of  the  King  '\ 

i-.^CMr*-^v«—    1377.      This  was   repeated   in.  the   1st  year  of. 
^''*- '^-•^^ Richard  II.  P 

-^  >        "^^here  are  Coins  of  Henry  VI L  with  two  keys  on 

-^      j^^Ty^^  Obverse,  and  others  with  them  on  the  Reverse, 

i/  l^    .^  struck  in  this  City,  and^  as  it  is  conjectured,  in  the 

^'  Archiepiscopal  Mint,  but  by  what   Archbishop  is 

^  ,  \^yr  H"^^  and  I523.  In  the  14th  and  15th  years  of 
.  ^^  Henry  VIII.  an  Act  w«s  passed  to  regulate  the 
.Coinage,  but  it  was  particularly  provided  that  it 
jy^  ^'v'^^ould  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  Coiners  and  Mint 
^  /-    /*^Mast€rs  of  this  Mint,  as  well  as  those  of  Canterbury 

-  •  '  zZ'*^^  Durham '. 
/T^ .^^^^^^       ^523-     t>n  the  1st  of  May  in  the  IStli  year  of 
^  Henry  VIII.  an  Indenture  was  made  between  Tho- 

fy^  '  mas  Wolsey,  Cardinal,  Archbishop  of  York,  and 

y^^^^ William  W^ right,  Citizen  and  Alderman  of  York  ; 
z;^^   •   ^j^y  which  the  Cardinal  appointed  Wright  to  be  Mas« 

^  JSL  ™  Claus.  27  Edward  III.  m.  22.    Rymer's  Fisdera,  vol.,V. 

-Msuil-^  pag^  755. 

T^^^T^  n  Glaus.  27  Edward  III,  m.  2.  North*s  MSS. 
^^^  ^^^^^^y^  o  Claus.  48  Edward  in.  m.  8.  Rymer'sFoedera,voI.  VII.  p.46. 
^^^•^^Jtr  ^U^  V  CI.  1  Richard  IT.  m.25.  Rymer's  Foedera,  vol.  VII.  p.  178. 
^/^j^  jCl^^jl  ,  M  There  were  three  ArchbLhops  during  his  reign  j  Rother- 
^&r  .  ham,  Savage,  and  Bamhridge.  See  the  Coins,  Plate  VK  Nos 
^  *^^  10,  1 1 ,  and  23  5  and  Suppl.  Plate  IV.  No  3. 
*7.#^  •       r  Statute  14  and  15  Henry  Vll I.  cap.  12.  . 


09^ 


VCi»T^^     i^     ^U- 


<^ 


IN   BftlTAIK.  i^Niy  m  '^mPBNDfiKGljrS.  /'^  ^J  ^  ^ 

ter  and  Worker  of  hi»  Mwt^ofi  Sihrer  within  his  ,,^u^  ^ 

Mi0t  in  X\M^}i^Bg,n,^^  u\i^  l^d       .  ^,  ^   J^^ 

^^«*ter  engaged  to  make/w^^^e^^  ^ 

o  Peneej>>^  ^-^ 
:he  Half-^^^^^. 
s  of  t^e^'C^^  S'^*^z 
il  Indea^'/^n^^ ,  *^^ 


U  Urban, 


Aug,  10. 


i  IV. 


-4*?vie-  X'B   ^ 


ecclesiastical  mint  of  DuAam  ^       *  *     .-    u  t...  t.      •    .    i  -  ,  .        -^^.^  ^  ^  ^ 

enabled  the  late  Mr.  Bartlett  jaw^fteft^^w^b^n  wW^  .  ; 

.priate  the  coins  of  o«r  three  *'^«J^'^ole  of  the  Kip  of  Richard  III^T  Struck:^  ^.-^  ^ 

vards,  I  propose  to  try,  by  the  ,  ,.^*  P«myU»fc  Ipropoee  to  wta-  ,  . 

^  of  the  mint  of  the  Arch-  JJ"^  "  ^^  Heary  VII.  is  one  from  ^  ^B'^^  *^«^-^  •  - 

3f  York,  to  establish  an  earlier  S!  "«^  """*•  ^™  »">«  tyi»'  •«n*  and  at 

of  Henry  VII.  thaa  that  nsu-  ^^'i^'^ '^  ®"^^^^.!?*  ^^P«  ^'^^•P    u   ^t 

ibnted  to  him.  "'o*  «^»'   "METRIC  DBI   GRAlshat^ 

ag  says,  "that  the  money  REXANG.""CIVITASEBORACI,"-,at  un^ 

►y  this  king  before  he  changed  «»t.B«rk  a  rows.  (#5^.3.)  Allowl»g*'^  ."" 

ofitinhis  18th  year,  differs  „  ^v*?!**  therefore  to  proceed  /hmi!  Coins^ 

at   of  the  three    preceding  «^therham'8  mint,  of  which  I  con.    „k;!^* 

in  the  crown  having  an  arch  ^*^®  "^"^  "  "^  «*o«^*  »t  «a«t  of »  ^^^^^ 

stead  of  being  open,  which  "T^"^  ^^^^8  to  Henry  VII.  Ro-  iqs  was 

type  has  heretofore  been  as-  tnerham  not  h&Ting  been  Archbishop.  .    ' 

r  Henry  VI."  JJ^til  nine  years  after  the  de«th  of Honey, 

aive  a  penny  of  Edward  IV.  ^'^^  ^^-  ■"*  ^^'vbl%  held  the  see^^o^  * 

I  letter  T  on  the  right  side  of  vi7*"*  *^^  ^*  Mcesrion  of  Henry 

,  and  a  key  on  the  left  side,        ,; ,,       ,       .  iVolsev 

Pfa^e,  nij.  1.)  which  reads,        "/^  *^^  ^  wrrect/ we  have  a  •      ^,  . 

^RD  D  GRA  REX  AN6L,"  P"^'  ^^  "^  «"l>w  coinage  than  the?°  ^"^^ 

AS  EBORACI,"  which  I  con-  **'!®  mentioned  by  SnelHng,  and  like-  on   t  H^ 

ist  have  been  issued  from  the  ^**®  ?  P"*®^  positive  that  Henry  VII. r  '    T-     '    /- 


Lot  iiave  ueen  issuea  irom  me    ■ 7  f"'^'^'  i»woili¥«  id«i  nenry  vii 

Vrchbishop  Rotherham,  who    ^^the  first  monarch  who  placed  the 
slated  from  Lincoln  to  VakV      ^^"  o^er  the  crown  on  hin  «A<n. 


ear 


*^^vJ^, 


u  iiuui  ijiocom  10    lOFK,  V: '  """  ^*""n  «■  ni8  coins.  A^J    L,S^  -'5*--    »^7\^#9^«i^«^ 

1480.    In  corroboration  J;?VT  ^^  ^^***^  ^"™>««  P«Hiies  is "^^  *""  J,,:.^^^       7k 

^nation,  there  is  a  penny  P^b^Ji^ed,  as  far  as  I  know ;  I  havetonard     Jj^*  '       - 

I.  (very  lately  dlscoverftd^  therefore  sent  voa  a  mdn  d<»frK  *»r             '  ^A^'»'^^4m>*.^^m^ 


►propriation,  there  is  a  penny    P"°"»'Jea,  as  lar  a. ^  .  ,  ..•verunorii     x,  v^ 

dlll.  (very  lately  discovered)     ^'i^jewre  sent  yoa  a  mde  Aetch  of  '  ^^^'^X^/^,,,^ 

<M>  T!%n  o  \  Tiao  -t-k^  t,.i^_  m    each.  Tmn*  ih»  Pin*, '   ' 


J(^m^   ^H^J—. 


uaij.  v^very  mwiyaiBcovered;     — * — "  •"'"''  y"w  «  nwe  faett;ii  oi  ^r  - 

ee  i?t5f  2.)  has  the  letter  T    ^\S^  the  Plate}  in  the  hope  of*  ^^^^  <-'-^   >^-^-4 
ey  placed  similarly  to  that  of    *"^rding  some  amusement  to  vonr  ff     ^        ^^ 

and  reads,  "  RICARD  DI    "^^^^smatic  readers,  and  an  indue*  •^'^^  i 

S  ANG,"  "  CIVITAS  EUO.    «^«»t  to  further  inqniry.  ^      Oxfhrd 

This   coin   in  my  opinion  ,       C^  Xg?"5,^-  I'.  D.  C       n 

ig  to  no  other  tfean  Rither^ '      ^^'  ^^Q^^  ^sy^  .        '''  ^-  .  .  J- 

North  thinks  that  the  first  of  these  was  struck  by  Archbishop 
Bambridge.    North's  JVISS. 

u  Herbert's  History  of  Hewy  VIII.  pageSOO. 

»  See  Silver  Coins,  PJate  V^.  No  21,. 

y  Drake's  Eboracum,  page  337,  published  in  1736. 
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«    (5i^      «^   *,.:-:  o<.^C„   -y/Ct  jt,.^    f^-^^^  *0    4J^.-   z*^.^    -**v^*-^ 

^.  --^-^  ^  "'**  R^ords  should  be  examined,  and,  if  it  ap- 
*  jjeared  to  be  right,  that  then  the  two  Dies  should 


^'-  *«  '^^ 


>/  --Q  ^^"^^^^  .         '     -  —  — " 

**•««■ ,  codtain  no  stronger  arnm 

,;;^  >(«•_-  ,1,-*''*  undulatory  theory  than 
-y.  -^  —>'*"th«)ry  of  emisiion,  inum 
TUt*.  /***»^  j^j-can  asBign  no  better  reaw 
/^^^Q  '  5(1^  on  the  one  theory  than  on 
'^*^  Although  perhaps  either  won 

/J^  A*****"-j,^*  sufficiently  pUosible  co 
jm  M     /,.  r        ***"  "^"^^  "^  ^^^  appewa 

-iiy./  ^rr£r     -ix\  i°1"''^-     I"  «aking  these 
_^jj  iMwas  not  my  intention  to  ei 

Xmh.  Ttt-f"  £1-  review  of  Uie  whole  of  Si 
_^  ^^-^A^  Treatise,  a  work  of  conside 
^'•*^^  frf*  sni'i"''  containmg  much  valt 
M^Ow^  ^/Ttf;  "'"''"'■  Nor  indeed  to  tone 
jj     .._      V        iwpart,   but   such  aa   was   i 


to  the  Archbishop  for 


th  the  horizon,  thei 
■bliahiiig  a  celatio 
;o-ordiDatea. 

F.  S.  W. 

myiog  sketch  I  bin 
vonred  to  give  a  correct  reprt' 
40a  of  an  ancient  croaa,  whldi 
I  in  the  church-yard  of  the  pic- 
|ue  village  of  Neveni  in  Pern- 
ihire,  close  by  the  church-porch 
le  Plate).  It  is  a  single  stone  i:^ 
drangulor  form,  about  two  feet 
.  eighteen  inches  thick,  vA 
in  feet  high.  It  is  sank  in  thi 
upwards  of  seven  feet,  for  eics- 
B  to  that  depth  have  been  maife, 
le  baae  was  still  uodiacovered. 


an( 


.connected  with  the  undula 


of  light.  I  cannot,  howei 
these  observations,  withoul 
-.  verting  to  the  strange  opi 
Hftir  Charles  seems  to  enUr 
l»^ode  io  which  the  mind  ti 
of  the  position  of  a  viai 
WhSopposc,"  he  says,  "a 


MBparia 
ifOemi 
tarintt 

lycftlcn! 

other  k. 


mts  of  which  renemble  ead 
and  about  the  middle  of  tb« 
j'ere  represented,  are  the  ver) 
ect  remains  of  an  inscription 
[e  of  the  letters  is  too  lai^  tc 
of  their  being  more  than  initial 
hat  they  were  can  be  left  ont] 
lecture.  From  the  sketch  the] 
-appear  to  be  Hebrew  r&the 
tritish  or  Roman ;  but  the  m* 
1  of  time  or  accident  has  efiecte 
>paFent  transformation. 
nany  parts  of  this  county  ar 
'ly  carved  upright  stones,  iM 
10  perfect  as  this,  either  'vit 
:  to  the  knot-work  or  its  crnd 
wrmination.  There  is  one  I 
hurcb-yard  of  the  village  i 
I,  about  ihiee  miles  from  Ca 
Rymer's  Fiedera,  vol.  VII.  p.  "178. 

e  Archbi::h(ip3  during  liii  leign ;  Rother- 

itiibridge.     See  the  Coins,  Plale  VI-  No* 

suppl.  Plate  IV.  No  3. 

\  Henry  VIII.  cop.  ly.         , 

■..z     „./L.  ^j^  //^  ^«L  A- 
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^ter  and  Worker  of  hb  Monies  of  Silver  within  bis  ^r^L^ifc^   *^  ^ 
Mint  in  this  City.  o^.  Z^.  <^.  ^-^ 

By  that  Indenture  the  Master  engaged  to  make^^^^^-*'^^  ^ 
two  sorts  'of  Money,  one  running  for  two  PencJe^/U^  ^^^ 
called  an  Half-Ciroat,  aiid  the  bther  called  the  Half-^^-jr^*^-^^ 
Penny,  worth   half  a  sterling.     The  ternis  of  lh&'^^  /^**^z 
agreement  are  the  sanae  as  those  of  the  Royal  Inde»--v^^^«-  /  *^^ 
tores,  prior  to  the  iSth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  yf\xichy^^^7^^  ^» 
in  fact,  are  those  of  the  fifth  year  of  Edward  IV.*    -4*7^6^  x.3  ^ 

JBesidies  the  Coin&above-nicntion€d,Wolsey  struck:^  ^^-<v  ^ 
Groats  and  Pennies  ;  on  which,  as  well  as  on  thist^  *?^U^ .  - 
Half-Groats,  he  placed  sometimes,  the  keys,  and  at 
others  his  initials  t.  w.  bat  always  the  cacdinars  hat^ 
His  presumption  in  stamping  the  cardinal's  hat  un** 
der  the  royal  arms,  upon  the  largest  of  these  Coins, 
was  made  an  article  of  apcusation  against  him,  whiht 
the  same  circumstance,  upon  the  smaller  Coins  .waa 
passed  over  in  silence  ***  His  right  to  coin  M[oney, 
as.  Archbishop  of  this  Province,  was  not  disputed. 

153  i.     Archbishop  Lee,  who  succeeded  WoImjt 

in  this  year,  was  the  last  who  struck  Money  in  this 

Mitit.     Hig  Coins  weare  marked  with  £>.  l.  on  thd    .  . 

Reversed'  in-   I^.B  s^  --^^r^  ^' ^  ^^^. (P....*v**^w^-»^-rt  ^ 

After  the  Dissolution,  the  Archbishop  erected  his  ,    *^^f^Xr^ 
Mint  in  what  had  been'the^Hospital of  St.  Leonard,  j^i^J^l,.,,^ 
from  whence  it  was  called  The  Mint  Yard  ;  a  name  >C^<^  >^-^-4 
which  it  retains  to  this  day  y.  Mc  ^ilu^  ^  ^ 

•  Wynne*3  MSS,  in  thp. Library  of  AU  Spuls  College,  Ox^fjd,  ^y  ^«^A. 
vol  LXXXL  folio  ^33.  b.  .  /  ^_^\ 

t  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  VII.  Nos  5,  7,  8,  16,  ^nd^9.  ,Mr. 
North  thinks  that  the  first  of  these  veas  struck  by  ArchbUhpp 
Bambridge.    North's  MSS.      , 

w  Herbert's  History  of  Heory  VIII.  page  300. 

X  See  Silver  Coins,  PJat^eVU.,  No  21,. 

y  J>rake*3  Eboracum^  page  337,  published  in  1736, 
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MINTS    IN    WALES. 

» 

CARDIGANSHIRE. 

ABERYSTWITH. 

The  Lead  Mines  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
place  are  so  rich  in  Silver  as  to  come  under  the  de- 
nomination of  Mines  Royal,  which  formerly  were 
held  to  be  the  property  of  the  Crown.  Customer 
Smith,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth^  first  discovered  Silver  in  them,  and  sent 
it  up  to  the  Tower  of  London,  with  great  expense^ 
to  be  coined*.  After  his  death  the  design  was  pro- 
secuted and  more  |3effected  by  Sir  Hugh  Middleton, 
who  farmed  the  principal  of  them,  under  the  Go- 
vertiof  and  Company  of  Mines  Royal,  at  a  yearly 
rent  of  four  hundred  Pounds.  He  coined  at  th6 
Tower  at  his  own  heavy  charge. 

On  the  death  of  Middleton  in  163I,  Mr.  Bushell 
succeeded  him  as  Lessee  of  these  Mines,  and  Sir 
Francis  Godolphin  was  joined  with  him,  but  lived  ^ 
very  short  time  •. 

In  an  Indenture  between  the  King  and  the  said 
Thomas  Bushell,  bearing  date  on  the  30th  of  July 
in  the  13th  year  of  Chdrles  i.,  1637,  it  is  stated  — 
that  information  had  been  given  to  his  Majesty  and 
his  Privy  Council,  by  the  said  T.  Bushell,  of  the 
richness  of  the  Mines  in  the  Principality  of  Wales, 
the  goodness  of  the  Ore  of  which  was  not  known  to 

« 

^'  Fulter*s  Worthi^s^  Wales  gefteyal,  paged. 

*  Meyrick'0  Jblislorj  of  CaKUgJutt&himj  ImutodosAxan,  p*  dcuviJi. 
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to  the  owner  ^,  and  so  it  was  transported  to  other 
Nations  for  Potter's  Ore,  out. of  which  strangers 
refined  Silver,  to  the  great  loss  and  prejudice  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  that  some  propositions  had 
been  made,  by  him,  for  drawing  the  whole  profit 
and  benefit  of  them  unto  his  Majesty  and  his  owYi 
subjects,  by  erecting  a  Mint  in  the  Castle  of  Aber- 
ustwith  in  the  County  of  Cardigan.  .  Upon  full  and 
mature  deliberation  had  thereof,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Mint  in  the  Tower  of 
London^,  it  was  by  his  Majesty  (out  of  his  favour 
and  special  respect  to  all  his  loving  subgectis  who 
undertook  such  hopeful  desigA^,  and  with  coi\sent 
of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Coupcil,  in 
approving  of  the  beginning,  proceedings,  aAd  iqteti- 
tious  of  the  said  Thomas  Bushel!)  thought  $t  and 
ordered,  for  the  better  securing  of  the  said  Thopaas 
Bushel  I,  and  for  the  bettier  encouraging  of  the  poor 
Miners,  by  a  more  timely  and  speedy  pay  out.  of 
their  own  labours,  that  a  Mint  should  be  erected  in 
the  said  Castle,  with  Officers  a;id  other  Work^n^en 
necessary  for  the  saflcie,  for  tl^  coining  jiU  si|ph 
Bullion  only  ^s  ^boulxl  b^  drawn  out  of  th^  ^if}^ 


»  -■ 


b.This  does  not  very  well  agre6  with  Meyrick*^  statejo^ent, 
who  says  that  Sir  Hugh  Middleton  is  said  to  have  gained  from 
one  mine  sS^OOO  a  month.    Ihtroductioni  page  cocviii.  '* 

«  A  Certificate  in  favour  ot  Mr.  Bushell's  method  t)f  working 
th/e  Mines  in  Cardiganshire  was  presented  to  th^  Kii^  by^tb^ 
Miners;  the  Moneyers,  Henry  Such>  John  Corbet,  and  Bichi^ 
Arnold ;  the  Refiners,  Smelters^  and  Washers  -,  page  5. 

Another  Certificate  was  signed  by  Joseph  Hexsteter,  Chie 
Steward  of  the  Mines ;  Samuel  Reynish,  Water  Barkesby,  Adsay- 
masters  of  the  Mint ;  and  Humphrey  Owen>  Clerk  of  the  Mines ; 
page  6.  [From  BushelVs  Abridgement  of  the  Lord  Chanodlor  Ba- 
con*aPhik>sophical  Theory  in  Mineral  ProBecutiontO 

VOL.  IV.  F   F 
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within  the  said  Principality ;  and  that  the  Monks 
there  nnade  should  be  stampt  with  feathers  oa  both 
sides  ^,  for  a  clear  difference  from  all  other  his  Ma- 
jesty's Coins,  and  be  current  according  to  their  se- 
veral species. 

And  to  that  end  and  purpose  his  Majesty,  by 
these  presents,  gave  power  to  the  said  Thomas  Bu- 
shel!, at  his  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  to  build 
and  erect,  within  the  said  Castle,  dl  such  housings 
and  offices  as  should  be  convenient  for  the  said 
Mint,  and  to  provide  and  maintain  all  utensils  and 
implements  whatsoever  which  should  be  necessary 
for  the  same ;  the  said  Mint  to  be,  from  time  to 
time,  regulated  by  the  WardeVi  of  his  Majesty's 
Mint  in  the  1  ower  of  London  for  the  time  bein^^ 
with  as  little  charge  to  the  said  T.  Bushell  as  con- 
veniently might  be.  And  the  King  did,  by  those 
presents,  make,  ordain,  and  establish  the  said  T* 
Bushell  fVarden  and  Master-tvorker  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Silver  Monies  to  be  made  within  the  said 
Castle  of  Aberustwytb ;  and  Edward  Goodyeare, 
Esq.  Comptroller  of  the  said  Mint ;  Richard  Hull, 
Gent.  Surveyor  of  the  Melting-house  and  Clerk  of 
the  Irons ;  Samuel  Renuch,  Gent.  Assay-master ; 
Humphrey  Owen,  Gent,  the  King's  Clerk;  and 
John  Cherry  Lickham,  Porter  of  the  said  Mint; 
by  themselves  or  deputies,  for  whom  they  were  to 
answer,  during  pleasure,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
that  Indenture.  Which  said  Officers  and  Ministers^ 
were  to  do,  perform,  and  execute  all  such  businesses, 
&c.  necessary  or  belonging  to  the  said  Mint,  as  the 

^  This  was  not  exactly  complied  with,  for  the  two  smaller 
pieces  have  the  Feathers  on  the  Reverse  only. 
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iike  OflScers  and  Ministers  of  hia  Majesty^s  Mint  in 
♦the  Tower  of  Londoa  there  did,,  or  ought  to  do, 
perform,  and  execute*  Five  manner  of  Mopies  to  be 
made;  viz.  Half-Crown,  Shilling,  Half-Shilling, 
Two  Pence,  and  Penny,  according  to  the  term  of 
the  Indenture  2^C.  1.%  and  agreeable  to  the  intended 
Trial^piece  of  Silver,  already  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Council,  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
within  the  Realm  of  England,  and  the  like  Trial- 
piece  remaining  in  the  custody  of  the  Warden  of  his 
Majesty's  Mint  v^jthin  the  Tower  of  London,  who 
was  thereby  authorized  to  deliver  to  the  said  T. 
Bushel!  a  part  of  the  said  Trial-piece  indentedly  cut 
-off,  to  be  by  him  kept  as  his  Majesty's  Standard,  to 
chaise  him  the  said  Master* worker  of  his  Majesty's 
Monies  to  make  the  said  Monies  in  fineness 
thereby.  , 

The  said  T.  Bushell  to  take  up  for  the  King,  of 
every  Pound  of  Troy  so  made,  two  Shillings  by  tale; 
out  of  which  the  said  Master- worker  to  have  for  his 
charge  of  workmanship;  &c.  1^.  2d.  by  tale;,  so 
^should  remain  to  the  King  ten  Pence:,  and  to  the 
bringer-ih  three  Pounds  upon  every  Pound  weight 
of  Silver.  Out  of  the  said  fourteen  Pence,  the  Wages 
of  all  the  other  Officers  to  be-paid. 

The  Remedy  two  Pennyweights  iu  the  ounce. 

The  Assay  to  be  made  before  the  King,  from  time 
.to  time,  or  such  of  his  Council  as  should  be  ap-^ 
pointed  by  his  Majesty^  or  before  the  Warden  and 
Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Mint,  within  the  Tower  of 
London,  as  formerly  had  been  accustomed,  or  other- 
wise, where  it  should  please  hi^  Majesty  or  his 

e  See  the  Annals. 
F   F    2 
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Council  to  appoint ;  that  is  to  say,  for  every  JoUN 
ney  of  Silver^  containing  thirty  Pound  weight,  two 
Pieces  of  the  said  Monies  of  Silver. 

The  said  T.  Bushell,  at  his  own  costs  and  charges, 
to  have  such  quantities  of  Irons,  being  graven  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  by  his  Majesty's  chief  Graver  of 
the  Mint,  for  the  several  species  of  Money  aforesaid, 
irom  time  to  time  delivered  unto  him  or  his  Depu- 
ties, by  Indenture  from  the  Warden  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's  Mint,  within  the  Tower  of  London,  as  shpuld 
be  sufficient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  which,  when 
they  should  become  unserviceable,  were  to  be  defaced 
and  returned  to  the  said  Warden. 

The  said  T.  Bushell  to  bear  all  expenses  of  the 
Mint  whatsoever,  so  long  as  he  should  Continue 
Master-worker. 

The  Warden  of  the  Mint  within  the  Tower  of 
London  to  deliver  to  the  said  T.  Bushell,  at  his 
costs  and  charges,  all  such  pile  or  piles  of  weights  as 
should  be  required  and  of  requisite  use  in  the  said 
Mint,  perfectly  made  and  exactly,  according  to  the 
standard  of  weights  remaining  in  the  custody  of  the 
said  Warden  of  the  Mint  within  the  Tower  of 
London. 

The  said  Warden  and  Master-worker  for  the  time 
being  to  have  power  to  take  up  as  many  smiths, 
workmen,  labourers,  and  other  necessaries^  for  the 
doing  of  all  manner  of  businesses  touching  the  said 
Mint,  as  to  the  said  Warden  and  Master-worker 
should  seem  needful,  he  paying  and  allowing  rea- 
sonable , wages  and  recompense  for  the  same.  In 
which  taking  of  such  smiths,  &c.  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King  willed  and  commanded  all  Justices  of  the 
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Peace>  &c«  &c.  to  be  assist^mt,  helping,  and  fortify* 
ing/as  to  right  appertsimed  ^ 

Officers  for  his  Majesty's  Mint  in  the  Castle  of  Aber- 
ustwith,  in  the  Cpunty  of  Cardigan^  with  their 
several  Fees : 

Per  Annum, 

Edward  Goody eare,  of  Heythorpe,  Oxon, 

Esq.  Comptroller  --*---     5^.40     0     0 

Richard  Hull,  of  London,  Gent.  Sur- 
veyor of  Melting  House,  and  Clerk  of 
the  Irons      -------     -40    OO 

Samuel  Remush,  of  London^  Gent.  As- 
say Master  -     -     ---     --     -     40     0     0 

Htimfrey  Owen,  of  Aberustwith,  Gent. 

King's  Clerk --     1500 

John  Cherry  Lickham,  Porter       --1000^ 

On  the  22d  of  October  following  the  date  of  this 
Indenture  a  Commission  was  directed  to  Mr.  Bu* 
shell  for  the  coining  of  Groats,  Threepenny  Pieces, 
and  Halfpennies^  in  addition  to  the  Coins  above- 
onentioned  \ 

Besides  the  privileges  given  to  him  by  the  above* 
recited  Indenture,  Bushell  had  a  Grant  of  the  Isle 
of  Lundy,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  his  produce 
till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  exporting  it*. 

The  appointment  of  a  Mint  in  the  Principality  of 
Wales  appears  to  have  been  highly  flattering  to  (the 
inhabitants  of  that  Country^  who  expressed  their 
thankfulness  to  the  King  fpr  vouchsafing  to  the  Prin- 

f  P^t.  13  C,  I.  p.  6,  N"  2a    Eymer^  Fqedera,  voL  XX.  p.  162. 
S  This  list  IS  given  at  the  end  of  the  Indenture/  p.  168. 
h  Folkes'sTable,  p.i83. 
i  Meyrick*8  History  of  Cardiga^8)ure^,  Introduetion>  p.  ccxviii. 
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cipality  the  trust  of  a  Branch  of  the  Royal  Mint, 
which  offered  to  them  the  means  of  enriching  them- 
selves, and  of  making  themselves  happier  than  their 
fathers,  freeing  them  from  the  cares  and  fears  which 
hindered  them  from  diving  into  those  mountains 
which  promised  a  mass  of  treasure.  For  before  the 
Grant  they  were  fearful  to  adventure  far  into  th^ 
mountains,  because  they  hjd  far  to  send  before  they 
could  make  the  Silver  current  which  they  should  at 
charge  recover^. 

In  1^47  Mr.  Bushell  was  compelled  to  surrender 
the  Isle  of  Lundy,  which  he  did  by  the  King's  con- 
sent; and  in  consideration  of  that  surrender  his  de- 
HnquenQy  was  taken  off,  and  all  sequestration  dis* 
charged,  and  his  right  to  the  Mines  of  Wales,  &c. 
restored  ^ 

This,  it  is  probable,  was  done  in  consequence  of 
his  humble  remonstrance  to  the  supreme  Authority 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  Parliament  of  England, 
in  which  he  states — That  since  William  the  Con- 
queror's time  there  had  been  transported  70  millions 
of  tons  of  Lead  unrefined,  which,  if  Lord  Bacon*s 
Philosophy  had  been  then  known,  would  have  pro- 
duced at  least  five  Pounds  worth  of  Silver  from  every 
ton,  amounting  to  350  millions  sterling'™. 

According  to  Mr.  Bushell's  own  account,  Oliver 

Cromwell  ratified  to  him  the  former  power  which  he 

had  to  coin  all  such  Silver  as  he  should  refiqe  out  of 

the  Ore  of  the  said  Mines  Royal.    In  humble  resent- 

""merit  of  whicli  favour,  he  engaged  to  free  from  their 

1«  Busheirs  Abridgement  of  Lord  Bacon's  Philosophical  The- 
ory, p.  3.  *  id.  p.  4. 

m  BushelFs  Abridgement/ p.  11.  At  the  next  page  he  talks 
of  being  able  to  maintain  a  Mint  in  the  City  of  Wells. 
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Taxes  (or  to  give  to  their  Poor  the  value  thereof)  all 
those  Parishes  in  which  any  such  Mines  should  be 
discovered  to  him  by  the  Parishioners  of  the  same, 
so  long  as  they  should  be  wrought,  if  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  two  next  Justices  of  the  Peace  they 
should  be  proved  rich  and  valuable  '^. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1658,  Richard,  Protec- 
tor, confirmed  and  ratified  the  preceding  Grant  of 
his  father  Oliver  °. 

The  services  of  Mr.  Bushell  to  Charles  I.  are  thus 
stated  in  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Parkhurst,.  Mas- 
ter of  the  Mint,  dated  from  the  Tower,  March  Iff, 
1662,  and  addressed  to  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  of 
England,  and  the  Lord  Ashley. 

Amongst  other  things  he  says  that  Mr,  Bushell 
brought  from  Wales  to  Shrewsbury  his  Mint,  In- 
struments, Miners,  and  Moneyers,  when  neither  men 
nor  tools  could  be  had  from  London,  though  his 
Majesty  employed  a  person  of  quality  there  for  that 
purpose  :  — 

That  without  the  assistance  of  his  fine  Silver  (to 
^qual  the  Alloy  of  soldered  Plate)  which  was  weekly 
sent  him  out  of  Wales  in  cakes,  for  a  long  time,  to 
the  value  of  ^.100  [i.  e.  />er  week],  we  could 
hardly  have  made  Money  at  Shrewsbury,  or  at  Ox- 
ford ;  for  after  he  carried  his  Silver  to  Bristol,  I  was 
forced  to  refine  much  solde;red  Plate  to  uphold  his 
Majesty's  Standard. 

The  cloathing  of  the  Soldiers,  which  was  supplied 
by  him,  amounted  to  thirty-six  thousand  Pounds  P. 

The  Comage  of  Silver  from   these  Mines   first 

n  Busheli*s  Abridgement,  p.  1.  *  Id.  p.  9. 

P  See  at  the  end  of  an  Exti'act  by  Mr.  Bushell  from  his  lafe 
Abridgement  of  Lord  Bacon's  Philosophical  Theory,  page  4. 
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began  in  the  reign  of  James  I.;  but  it  was  then 
carried^  as  has  been  mentioned'  above,  at  a  great 
expense,  to  London,  to  be  coined  there.  This  con- 
tinued until  the  13th  year  of  Charles  I.,  when  a 
special  permission  was  granted  for  the  establishment 
6f  a  Mint  upon  the  ispot*!. 

All  this  Money  is  marked  with  a  plume  of  fea- 
thers, beside  other  Mint-marks ;  of  which  a  parti- 
cular account  is  given  in  the  Explanation  of  th0 

PUtes '. 

» 

FLINTSHIRE. 

RHUDDLAN    MINT. 

It  appears  from  Domesday  Book  that  Earl  Hugh 
[if.  e.  Lupus]  held  of  the  King  Roelend,  and  had  in 
demesne  a  moiety  of  the  castle  called  Roelent.  He 
had  in  Roelend  eight  Burgesses,  and  a  moiety  of 
the  Castle  and  of  the  Mint.  All  these  were  held 
under  hipi  by  Robert  de  Roelend*'. 

No  Coins  of  this  Mint  have  yet  occurred,  unless 
Otoe  of  William  I.,  with  rv  on  the  Reverse  (which 
is  generally  appropriated  to  Romney)  should  have 
issued  from  it;  or,  which  appears  more  probable^ 
oneof  He»ry  II L,  which  reads  rvjua. 

q  If  Mr.  Riay's  account  be  correct,  the  Mint  was  not  at  Aber- 
ustwytb^  but  at  Talabont,  about  six  miles  from  it. .  He  says  he 
viewed  it  thei:e  in  the  year  1662.     [Ra/s  Remains^  page  236.] 

^  See  specimens  of  this  Ckiinage^  in  Silver  Coins^  Plafte  XX. 
NO8  14—21. 

«  Domesday  Book>  vol.  I.  folio  269.  This  Robert  wa$  the 
nephew  of  Hugh  Lupus^  Earl  of  Chester.  He  conquered  this 
castle  from  the  Welsh,  and,  by  the  command  of  William  L,  for- 
tified it  with  new  works^  and  made  it  his  place  of  residence.  He 
took  his  name  from  it..    [Pexxoanf  s  Journey  to  Snowdon,  p.  10.] 
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In  Domesday  Book  this  Town  is  placed  in  Che- 
shire ;  but  it  is  now  considered  to  be  in  the  County 
of  Flint 

GLAMORGANSHIRE: 

CARDIFF    MINT. 

The  origin  of  this  Mint  is  unknown ;  but  Coins 
were  struck  here  by  Stephen^  Henry  11.,  and 
Henry  III. 

CAERPHILLY   CASTLE. 

In  Mr.  Gough's  Additions  to  Camden's  Account 
of  Glamorganshire,  it  is  said  that  on  the  East  side 
of  the  hall  stairs,  in  this  Castle,  is  a  low  round 
T<^er  of  one  story,  called  The  Mint  Hause^. 

-     |A 

PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ST.  David's  mint. 

Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his  Medallick  History  of  Carau-^ 
sius,  says,  ttie  privilege  of  Coinage  we  may  well 
suppose  to  be  given  by  that  Emperor  to  his  native 
city.  He  therefore  interprets  m.  s.  p.  in  the  Exergue 
of  a  Coin  strupk  by  him,  Menapiae  signata  pecunia'*; 


MINTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

EDINBURGH     MINT* 

In  Gray's  Close  is  the  Mint  of  Scotland,  which 
was  erected  in  the  year  1574''.     It  consists  of  a 

^  V(A.  M.  page  497. 

«  Part  I.  »p.  85.     See  also  pages  128,  140,  141 ,  224,  225. 
^  In  1567  it  aeems  to  have  stood  on  the  Southern  side  of  the 
Canon  Gate,  opposite  to  the  present  Canpn  Gate  Church  and 
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hirge  Court  of  handsome  buildings,  which  contained 
the  apartments  of  the  several  officers,  and  offices 
thereunto  belonging.  But  this  office^  by  the  Union 
of  ^  the  Kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England^  is  ren- 
dered u;^less^  though  the  salaries  of  the  said  officers 
arq,  by  the  Articles  of  l/nion,  continued  to  be  paid^. 
.After  the  Union  of  the,  Two  Crowns,  Money 
.  was  struck  here  by  James  I.,  Charles  I.,  Charles  II., 
James  IL,  William  and  Mary,  William  ailone,  and 
Anne. 

The  Officers  of  this  Mint  are : 

Per  Annum, 

The  General     -    -    -    -     Salary  ^300  0     0 

Master  --------  i2Q0  O    0 

Warden      -------  150  0     © 

^Counter  Warden  -----60  00 

Assay  Master  -     -    -    -     -     -  J  do  0     0 

Engraver    -------     50  00 

^Clerk 40  00 

Smith    ----7---    33  00 

V,' 

Tbe  Mint  was  abolished  in  1 8 1 7  \ 

Tolbooth^  which  I  have  now  discovered  to  be  the  house  in  the 
High  Street  wherein  the  Duchess  Dowager  of  Gordon  at  present 
resides.     [Maitland*s  History  of  Edinburgh,  1753,  p.  156.] 

^  By  the  sixteenth  Article  of  the  iJnion  the  Coin  is  to  be  of 
the  slMoie  staBcbrd.and  value  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  as 
it  is.in, England :  and  a  Mint  is  to  be  continued  in  Scotland 
und^r  the  same  rules  as  the  Mint  in  England,  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  or  the  Par- 
liamMt  of  Great  Britain,  shall  think  fit;  [Jburn^  of  Proceed- 
ings; in  the  Treaty  of  Union,  page  76.] 

1^  <;ontlnuance  of  the  Mint  was  made  a  condition  by  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  ScQtland  in  answer,  and  whea  th^y 
agreed^  to  the  proposal  for  altering  the  Coin.     [Id.  page  57.] 

^  See  the  Annals. 


•  * 
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JEDBURGH    MINT. 

Tills  Town,  which  is  situated  in  the  Shire  of 
Tiviotdale,  is  supposed  to  have  had  a  Mint  in  the 
feign  of  -SEthelred  II.,  one  of  whose  Pennies  has  on 
the  Reverse  the  letters  ied  for  the  place  of  Mintage, 
But  I  have  not  met  with  any  further  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  a  Mint  in  this  place,  nor  any  proof  that 
it  was  ever  under  the  dominion  of  an  Anglo-Saxon 
Monarch. 


MINTS  IN  IRELAND. 

CARLINGFORD    MINT    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF 

LOUTH.  : 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  was  passed  in  the 
seventh  year  of  Edwiard  IV.,  1467,  Coins  were  to 
be  struck  here ;  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  Mint 
was  ever  worked,  as  no  Money  bearing  its  name  has 
as  yet  been  discovered  y. 

CARRICKFERGUS   EXCHANGE, 

1  have  not  met  with  any  tiotices  of  a  Mint  in  this 
place,  which  is  in  the  County  of  Antrim ;  but  it  was 
one  of  the  Towns  in  which  Sir  George  Carey  (by  th6 
Patent  which  appointed  him.  in  1601  to  t|;te  bflicQ 
of  her  Highnesses  Exchanger  between  England  and 
Ireland)  was  empowered  to  place  Deputies  fdr  the 
execution  of  his  office  ^ 

y  Simon's  Essay  oil  Irish  Coins^  page  30.  * 

2  Simon's  Irish  Coins^  page  41.    See  Dublin  Exchange. 
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CLONARD    MINT, 
HJ   THE   COUNTY   OF   EAST   MEATH. 


i^ame  rqiorts  that  there '  was  an  antient  Silver 
Coiq  preserved  amongst  the  curiosities  of  Sir  Simon 
D'Ewes,  which  was  miojbed  bere»  bearing  this  in* 
scription  on  the  Reverse^  civitas  de  clunard.  But 
ft  is  Uncertain  in  what  age  it  was  struck  *. 

If  this  Coin  ever  did  exist,  it  was  probably  struck 
after  the  Conquest  of  Ireland  by  Henry  II. 

The  Obverse  not  being  described  gives  some  rea- 
son to  suspect  that  it  belonged  to  some  other 
Kingdom. 

CORK  mint; 

Th^  name  of  this  place  first  occurs  on  a  Penny  of 
Edward  I.,  which  reads  civitas  corcacie^. 

In  1473  several  persons  coined  here  without  au- 
thonty  ^. 

It  was  amonest  the  Mints  which  were  abolished  in 
^75  b^  Ip^dwar^  IV.,  and  the  Money  which  had 
been  struck  in  it  was  in  the  following  year  forbidden 
to  be  currenti  being  neither  ,pf  lawful  weight  nor 
aHay  <*.     No  Coins  of  his  reiga  have  yet  occurred  *. 

In  the  years  i645  and  1046  Money  was  coined 
here  during  the  siege.  Of  this,  Shillings  and  Six- 
pences.,o€3ilTCir.arctkoQ^n«  Xhey  have.on  one  side 
the  word  corkI^  atvd^on  the  othw  side  the  valued 

«  Ware's  AntiquitidS  ofimland>'  by  Harii«>  pt^  ^10.     ^ 
^  Simon's  Irkh  GcMns,  p.  15.   '  ■    •    .  :      e  See  the  Amals. 

e  A  Groiit  is  in*  N^'dOi  (df  the  sale  fatalog^  ttf  Mr.  flcndor- 
loilV  Ihaglifrh,  Sedtchy .  and  Irish  Coins/  June  9A4  1818. 

f  Simon*s  Irish  Coins,  page  49.  £ee  Silver  Coins,  Fl^te 
XXVIII.  Kpw  U  anid  1«. 
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COBK   EXCHANGE. 

This  was  one  of  the  places  where  Sir  George 
Carey^  who  was  made  Exchanger  between  England 
and  Ireland  in  1601,  was  allowed  to  establishi&^De* 
puty».  •'.    iv-  • 

DROOHEDA   MINT.  ^ ' 

According  to  Sir  James  Ware  this  Town,  .which 
is  in  the  County  of  Louth,  is  found  on  Peni^iey  of 
Edward  I.,  which  read  villa  pontana  \  , 

This  was  one  of  the  places  appointed  for  Coinage 
in  1467  *,  and  again  in  1470J. 

See  the  transactions  of  1471  in  the  Annals,         j 

In  1472  the  Master  of  the  Mints  in  Ireland,  Ger- 
myn  Lynch,  was  indicted  for  mal-practices,  whe;^  it 
appeared  that  the  Coins  of  this  Mint  had  been 
made  of  weights  much  inferior  to  what  his  Inden^* 
ture  required;  insomuch  that  eleven  Groats  weighed 
only  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  *^. 

When  the  generality  of  the  Mints  in  Ireland  was 
put  down,  in  1475,  this  was  one  of  the  three  which 
were  allowed  to  remain  K 

Coins  of  Edward  IV.  read,  on  the  Reverse,  villa  Ji^^  ^^^ 
DE  DROGHEDA^.  They  differ  but  little  in  type  from  x^)fc  i^/AU 
his  English  Money.  Mus6bu  ^ . 

ft 

t  Simon,  page  41.    Sde  account  of  Dublin  Exchange. '     -  '^ 
'  b  Antiquities  of  Ireland*  p.  73>   edition  1704.    In  Harris's 
edition  it  is  said  only  that  Pence  and  Halfpence  were  coined  here 
in  this  reign  ^  page  210.    Simon,  page  15.  .  <    . 

^  See  account  of  Dublin  Mint. 

I  Id.  This  was  the  time  when  Coins  of  the  Standaxdrof  Lon- 
don were  ordered  to  be  made,  [Simon,  page  86  J 

^  Simon,  page  37'  Ten  of  them  ought  to  have  weighed  one 
omlKe.    Simon,  page  ^. 

1  Simon,  page  98.  m  Id.  page  30. 
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DUBLIN   MINT.    • 

I  have  Endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  discover  at 
ivhat  period  the  Anglo-Saxon  Monarchs  became 
possessed  of  this  City,  or  when  the  Mint  was  first 
established  in  it. 

The  claim  of  Eadgar  to  thceonquest  of  a  great 
part  of  Ireland,  together  with  Dublin,  is  founded 
tipoti  a  Charter  which  is  supposed  to  be  spurious  \ 
But  though  the  forgery  of  this  instrument  should  be 
admitted,  it  Will  not,  I  think,  necessarily  follow, 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  particular  fact  in 
question,  as  it  may  still  be  conceived  that  in  framing 
iflie  Charter  recourse  was  had  to  the  prevailing  tra- 
dWons  of  the  tittie  in  whjch  the  author  wrote,  in 
brd^f  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  authenticity. 
*'  Btit  however  this  may  be,  it  is  unquestionable 
tWaft  :3E<helred  II.  coined  here,  for  his  Pennies  still 
retnain,  which  bear  on  the  Reverse  diflt  or  dyfli, 
as  the  place  of  Mintage  *^. 
^  Ctitxt  likewise  had  a  Mint  in  this  City. 
'After  his  reign  no  notices  occur  of  this  Coinage, 
i^ither  in  Records  or  upon  Cbins,  until  after  the  ap- 
frtiititment  of  John  the  fourth  son  of  Henry  II.  to 
thfe%*overntnent  of  Ireland,  with  the  title  of  Lord  of 
that  Country.  This  took  place  in  the  year  1177; 
and  Money  was  struck  by  him  with  iohannes  dom 
on  the  Obverse,  and  dw  or  biw  for  Divelyn,  ue. 
Dublin,  on  the  Reverse.     Of  this  Coinage  Halfpen* 

T^  See  the  Charter  in  Dugdale^s  Monastieon,  vol.  I.  page  140. 

o  Dr.Leland  thinks  that  ^helred*s  Coins,  which  he  says  were 
evidently  struck  in  Dublin,  were  possibly  intended  for  Tributis 
Money.  Btft  this  seems  to  be  a  clumsy  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
difficulty,  for  IVibiile  necessarily  implies  previous  conij|uest.  See 
History  of  Ireland,  vol.  I.  p.  xlviii. 


^       • 


tiies  only  remain ;  rand/it  i^imottiiow  be  determined 
whether  they  were  coined  c^irtng  bU  &tb^i:!9  fif^* 
time  or  at  a  later  pef;i9^Jtt  th^  r^p  Q^^^icha^J. 
As  John,  however,  w,^s,  opjy  p^q^  m  ,lr^\^^^Jfr,AA 
probable  that  this  Money  was  coined  about  tbjiitf^^e^ 
namely,  in  the  year  .U  85  P,        ,^  .  j 

When  he  succeeded. to  the  Crown  of  ;EngljS(^, 
upon  the  d^th  of  bi;si  l^rpther^  he^  still  42pp|ipu^  {p 
strike  iVif onqy  hpr^,  but  of*a  di^rent  type  %     ^  t^;^ 

Henry JIL  also  co^d  here ;  and  ith  h^s  3 1st.  ye^r, 
1247,  ordered  stamps  J:o. be  epgra^ei;!  of  2^;n«V^  ij^\r 
sion.,  or  cut,  an<i  to  be  ;s^pt  to  this  and  c>tber  places^ 

King  J^d\9^ard  I.  astabUsb^d ^a  IMint  ia .  rtbif  f^lfyy 

with  four  furnaces;,  ap4"  J^ppQinted*A]flxaftder:,5iflr* 
man  de  tuik  Master  pif^t^,  a^.^ppeara /from  dfKf^ 
Records  in  the  Archives  of  the^  Castle^  qfi  Stv^lin. 
Afterwards^  that  isy in.bifl  gsd;year,«  1304„ffiisw  jQ^ 
were  deliv^red.to  all  hit^  Mints,  in  Itef^ud ,^  , ,  ^i ns^ 
Coins  of  this  King  are  kno^^n^  /  '-  ia  n\  - 
It  is  uncertain  .wb^i^her  lye.l^ye  ^ny  irijajhiJjKfcj^iey 
whichr  pan  be  appropriated  ta  >Edw«rd  II*i  ,3^^  Si- 
moti 'thoiight.that  bftibad  discovered  sufji^iin^.t^fiise 
Pennies  which  hi^y^  t^^o,  dflts,  und^r  the.Ki^^g^i^  \m^^* 
If  bisndea  b?^just,  i^^n  tbi?  Mpnar^,qAii>^.%t  ^ 
Miijit  in  DubUu;;  but  it  js  very  doubtfqLwb^b^ 
those  points  were  intendedrrto  4^xpr6s^,  ni^b?rs,j, (Es- 
pecially, a^rr^/^r^gljej4ot  appears , .vipQft  .tb9^>.<6oif?3 

P  See  this  Halfpenny^  Silvep  Coins^  Plate  II.  No  Q. 

q  SeeSilyer  Coi|^8,.Fl^e:ILNo24..  ,  ^        /^^$^^// 

f  Simc^]^'s.I^i|UCQlP8»J[^  JL3i  .qu^^  p, 

i§pes  i^otgiypwy  datfijfQrtbe,estaltohmcnt:0^,tiie  jyj[v^t^^^ 
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which  he  gives  to  Edward  L,  where  no  designation 
of  number  could'  be  required ;  for  it  cannot  be  tie- 
cessary  to  distinguish  the  first  when  there  is  no  se- 
cond in  existence. 

He  also  imagined  that  he  had  discovered  a  Coin 
of  Edward  III.,  struck  here,  and  weighing  27 
grains^  therefore  intended  either  for  an  Half-Groat 
at  30  grains,  or  for  a  Three  Halfpenny  Piece  at  27 
grains^.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  system  of 
enumeration  by  dots,  this  piece  has  two  of  them, 
and  no  more,  under  the  King's  bust^. 

It  should  seem  that  a  considerable  Coinage  took 
place  in  this  Mint,  or  at  least  was  in  contemplation, 
during  this  reign  ;  for  in  the  13th  year  of  it,  1339^ 
an  Order  was  directed  to  John  de  Flete,  Keeper  of 
the  Exchange  [qu.  Cambium  Mint]  of  London,  to 
send  to  John  Rees,  the  King's  Treasurer  of  Ireland^ 
in  Dublin,  24  pair  of  Diea;  viz.  8  pair  for  striking 
of  Pennies,  8  pair  for  Halfpennies,  and  8  pair  for 
Farthings  »• 

There  was  a  Mint  here  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II., 
for  in  his  third  year,  1379,  License  was  granted  by 
Parliament  to  all  his  Subjects  of  Ireland  to  search 
for  Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  their  own  lands  for 
six  years ;  reserving  the  ninth  part  of  the  Gold  or 
Silver  so  dug  up  to  the  King,  and  the  residue  to  be 
converted  into  vessels^  or  coined  at  the  Mint  in 
Dublin^  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  owners^. 

u  Irish  Coins,  p.  18. 

w  Simon  seems  to  have  overlooked  No  51  in  his  third  Plate^ 
which  has  three  dots,  one  in  each  angle  of  the  Triangle. 

^  Sir  Charles  Frederick*s  Manuscript  Notes,  pen^  Richard 
Gough,  Esq.    The  Writ  is  dated  Kenyngton^  March  I. 

y  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland^  by  Harris,  p.  910. 
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None  of  his  Coins  have  occurred,  nor  any  of.  his 
immediate  successor. 

According  to  Simon,  who  refers  to  Ware,  p.  310, 
a  Statute  of  the  15th  E4ward  IV.  seems  to  hint 
that  some  Money  was  coined  here  iii  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.' 

Henry  V.  coined  here ;  and  in  the  37th  year  of 
Henry  VL,  and  again  in  the  following  year,  1459 
and  1460,  Mints  were  set  up  in  the  Castles  of  Dub- 
lin and  Trim  ^ 

Edward  IV.j  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign^  ap- 
pointed by  Letters  Patent  German  Lynch,  of  Lon- 
don, Goldsmith,  Warden  and  Master-worker  of  the 
Coin  within  the  Castles  of  Dublin  and  Trim,  and 
the  Towii  of  Galway,  and  Graver  of  Ponsons  [Pun- 
cheons] of  the  said  Coin.  To  occupy  by  himself^ 
or  Deputy,  for  life  K 

This  Patent  was  confirmed  by  Parliament  in  the 
third  year  of  ^the  same  King,  1463,  and  Lynch  was 
then  confined  to  work  the  Coins  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  Statute  of  the  38th  year  of  Henry  VL 
At  this  time  he  was  empowered  to  coin  not  only  in 
the  Castles  of  Dublin  and  Trim,  and  the  Town  of 
Galway,  but  also  in  the  Cities  of  Waterford  and 
Limerick ;  and  the  name  of  the  place  where  the 
Coins  were  strudc  was  ordered  to  be  stamped  upon, 
them  ^. 

By  another  Statute,  of  the  year  1467,  the  Towns 
of  Drogheda  and  Carlingford  were  added  ^. 

s  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  19. 
*  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Irelandj  by  Hiirris,  p.  211. 
bld.p,2l2.  V 

€  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  24.  '  Id.  p.  2^. 

TOL.  IV.  CO 
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•        r  " 

I470y    The  inconvenience  which  attended  the 

r 

raising  the  value  of  Silver,  by  the  Coinage  of  14^^, 
being*  severely  felt,  Goins^^  of  the  Standard  of  the 
Tower  of  London  were  ordered  to  be  coined  in  the 
Castles  of  Dublin  and  Trim,  and.  in  the  Town  of 
Drogheda  ®. 

For  the  transactions  of  1471  see  the  Annals. 

In  1472,  when  a  new  regulation  of  the  Coin  was 
made  by  Parliament,  it  was  enacted,  that  no  plate 
but  the  Castle  of  Dublin  should  be  allowed  Ibi* 
striking  the  said  improved  Coins  ^ 

Richard' IlL  struck  Money  here,  some  of  which 
still  remains  &. 

Henry  VII.  and  Henry  VIII.  both  coined  here. 

In  the  second  year  of  Edward  VI.,  I548,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Bellingham,  Lord  Justice,  by  the  King's  com- 
mand, erected  a  Mint  in  this  Castle ;  but  for  want 
of  Bullion  the  worl^  by  degrees  ceased  ^. 

Btlt  y^t,  on  the  9th  of  August,  in  the  fourth  year 
of  Edward  VI.,  I550,  an  Indenture  was  made  be- 
tween the  King  and  Martyn  Pirri  for  four  sorts  of 
Silver  Money  to  be  coined  in  this  Mint  *. ' 

From  this  time  it  appears  that  all  the  Money 
which  was  intended  to  be  current  in  Ireland  was 
coined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  until  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.;  when,  during  the  siege  of  this  City, 
some  Money  is  supposed  to  have  been  struck  here ; 
but  there  are  no  Records  to  prove  this,  nor  .do  the 
Coins  themselves  express  the  name  of  the  place 

e  Sinion*s  Irish  Coins,  p.  26. 

f  Ware's  Antiq^iiities  of  Ireland,  by  Harris^  p.  214. 

JC  Snelling's  Supplement  to  Simon,  p.  4. 

b  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  by  Harris,  p.  217« 

i  Cotton  Manuscripts.  Otho  E.  x.  folio  186. 
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ti^here  they  were  minted^.  It  is  very  probable, 
however,  that  some  Money  was  coined  here  at  that 
time,  as  Proclamations  were  issuedj  in  164^  and 
1643,  by  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council,  to  encou- 
rage his  Majesty's  loyal  Subjects  to  bring  in  their 
Plate  for'the  service  of  Government  K 

The  Proclamation  in  1643  was  issued  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Letter  from  the  King,  dated  Oxford, 
May  25 ;  from  a  passage  in  which  it  appears  that 
his  Majesty  still  designed  to  restore  the  Royil  Mint 
in  this  City,  but  was  prevented  by  the  troubles  in 
£ngland  ™. 

It  states  the  intention  of  coining  the  Plate  to  be 
for  the  use  of  his  Irish  Subjects,  who  were  impove- 
rished by  the  Rebellion  in  Ireland** ;  but  the  former 
Proclaination  in  1642  called  for  the  Plate  for  the 
service  of  the  Army  ^. 

1643.  In  consequence  of  this  Letter  the  Lordst 
Justices  authorized  Sir  John  Veale,  Knt.  Peter  Van- 
derhoven  and  Gilbert  Tongues,  Goldsmiths,  tore-' 
ceive  the  Plate,  and  to  coin  it,  according  to  a  Com- 
fiiission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  into  Pieces 
tjf  Five  Shillings,  Half  Crowns,  Sixpenny  Pieces, 
Fourpenny  Pieces,  Threepenny  Pieces,  Twopenny 
Pieces,  and  Pennies  p. 

In  1662,  the.  14th  of  Charles  II.,  a.  Patent  wa^ 
granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Vyner,  Knt.  and  Bart.  Ro- 


k  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVIL  Nbs  i— 5.  These  wer9 
struck  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council  in  1642.  [Folkes's 
Table,  p.  92.] 

1  Simon  s  Ir^h  Coins,  p.  47. 

m  Simon,  Appendix,  No  XLVII.  n  Id.  ibid. 

o  UN^XLVI. 

P  id.  p.  47.    See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVII.  Nos  8—15. 

G  G  2 
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bert  Vyner,  Goldsmith,  and  Daniel  Bellingham,  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  Goldsmith,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Mint  here,  and  for  the  Coinage  of  various  deno- 
minations of  Money  *i. 

As  the  Coins  described  in  this  Patent  have  never 
appeared,  Mr.  Simon  is  of  opinion,  that  as  the  Pa- 
tentees were  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  Coinage, 
&c.  they  found  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to 
them,  and  consequently  dropped  the  undertaking  ^. 

James  If.  opened  a  Mint  here,  in  Capel  Street,  in 
1689,  having  laid  aside  a  Patent  granted  by  him 
four  years  before  to  Sir  John  Knox,  anxl  then  in  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Roger  Moore,  and  having  given  an 
order  for  seizing  that  gentleman's  engines  and  tools 
for  coining*.    . 

In  this  Mint  were  two  presses,  one  called  Tl^ 
James  Press,  and  the  other  The  Duchess,  over  which 
were  appointed  several  officers ;  viz.  six  Commis- 
sionerS)  divided  into  two  classes,  the  first  and  se- 
cond,  four  Comptrollers,  two  Secretaries,  one  for 
each  class,  two  Wardens,  one  Treasurer,  four  Tell- 
ersj  four  Feeders,  eight  Labourers  at  the  Fly,  two 
Porters,  a  Messenger,  a  Storekeeper,  andtwo  Door- 
keepers^ Each  set  of  men  was  obliged  to  work  at 
each  press  twelve  hours^j  night  and  day,  wherefore  a 
double  set  of  hands  was  required  *. 

In  this  Mint,'  and  in  that  of  Limerick,  were  struck 
all  the  base  Metal  Coins  of  James  II. ;  and  it  conti- 
nued to  work  until  he  fled  from  Ireland. 

It  is  probable  that  King  William  renewed  or  con- 

<i  Simon,  Appendix,  N*  LVII.     SeetheAnnaH      '  Id.  p.  53. 
s  Id.  p.  59. 

t  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  59,  quoting  Mint  Book  ot  Orders, 
1.  R.  1689.     x\ndit  Office,  BwbKn. 
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firmed  to  Colonel  Moore  the  Patent  which  he  had 
from  Sir  John  Knox,  for  it  appears  that  he  coined 
Halfpennies  and  Farthing  of  Copper,  and  some  of 
Pewter,  during  the  years  1690,  1691,  1692,  1693, 
and  l€94".  A  large  number  of  them  was  accounted 
for  by  Lord  Coningsby  in  the  first  of  those  years  ^. 

After  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  Copper  Coins 
were  struck  here,'  with  the  King's  head  only,  and  of 
the  dates  of  1 695,  1 696,  &c.* 

Since  this  period  there  has  been  no  Mint  in  any 
part  of  Ireland,  the  Copper  Coins  for  that  Kingdom 
being  struck  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

DUBLIN    EXCHANGE. 

In  the  ninth  and  tenth  years  of  Edward  I.,  1281, 
Donald  and  Andrew  Sperdsholt  were  Masters  of  the 
King's  Exchange  in  this  City  y. 

1483*.     See  vol.  IL  p.  377. 

In  the  year  1601  Sir  George  Carey,  Treasurer  at 
War,  and  Vice-Treasurer  of  Ireland,  received  a  Pa- 
tent for  erectiiig  an  office,  called  The  Office  of  her 
Highness'  Exchange  between  England  and  Ireland; 
for  the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  remitting  from  England, 
by  way  of  Exchange,  the  Money  which  was  at  that 
time  ordered  to  be  coined  for  Ireland  *. 

"  Simon*s  Irish  Coins,  p.  65.  ^  Id.  ibid,  note  «. 

*  Id.  p.  66. 

y  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland>  by  Harris,  p.  ^09,  quoting  Hot. 
Turr.  Birm.  9,  10  E.  I. 

2  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  p.  41.  See  the  Annals  for  the  particu- 
lars of  this  Patent. 
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GALWAY   MINT. 

1461.  This  Town  first  occurs  as  a  place  of 
Coinage  in  the  Patent  by  which  German  Lynch  was 
appointed  Warden  and  Master-worker  of  this  Mint^ 
together  with  those  in  the  Castles  of  Dublin  and 
Trim,  in  the  first  year  of  King  Edward  IV.* ;  and 
it  appears  again  in  146S9  when  his  Patent  was  con- 
firmed by  Act  of  Parliament  **. 

It  was  afterwards  recognized  in  a  .Statute  of  the 
seventh  year  of  the  same  Ring,  I467  'i 

No  Coins,  however,  of  this  Mint  have  yet  been 
discovered. 

GALWAY    EXCHANGE. 

In  this  Town  Sir  George  Carey  had  authority  to 
place  a  Deputy  to  execute  the  office  of  the  Queen's 
Exchanger  between  England  and  Ireland,  to  which 
place  he  was  appointed  by  Patent  in  the  year  1601**. 

.KILMAJLL.OCK   MINT/ 
Uf   THE   COUNTY   OP   X.1MERICK. 

This  was  one  of  the  Mints  from  whence  German 
Lynch  issued  *Coins  of  deficient  weight;  for  which 
he  was  indicted  in  1472^  But  none  of  the  Coins 
which  were  struck  here  have  as  yet  been  discovered^ 
Several  unauthorized  persons  struck  Money  here  at 
that  time  ?. 

KINSALE    MINT,    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    CORK. 

This  was  likewise  one  of  the  places  where  Lynch 
coined  debased  Money  ^^  and  where  persons  coined' 

a  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  by  Harris,  p.  212.     See  Dub- 
lin Mint,  b  Simon,  p.  24.  c  Id.  p.  30. 
<1  Id.  p.  41.    See  the  Annals. 

e  Id.  pp.  27  and  28.    See  the  Annals.  ^  Id.  p.  30. 

S  See  the  Annals.  h  Id.  pp.  27  and  28.    See  the  Annals. 


r 

IN   BUll'AIN   AND   ITS   D£P£Np£NCIES.  455 

without  authority,  as  at  KilmaUoGk  ;  but  the  Coins 
^pe  equally  unknown .  with  those  of  that  pl^ce  K 

'LIMERICK  MtNT.        '  :       '    ;     ;: 

King  John  is  the  first  of  our  Monarchs  who  ap-' 
p^rs  to  have  established  a  Mint  in  this  lovfn. 
Coins  ot  his,  which  were  struck  after  he  had 
ascended  ^be  throne  of  England;  bear  its  name  on 
the  Rteverse. 

In  1463,  the  third  year  of  Edward  IV.,  this  Mint 
was  renewed  by  Act  of  Parliament  ^ ;  and  irt  1467* 
another  Statute  again  ordered  it  to  be  worked  ».' 

This  Mint  was  abolished  in  1475';  a^^  th6se  (5f 
Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Drogheda  alone  were  per- 
il) itted  to  continue  "*. 

In  the  following  year  the  Silver  Money  #hich  had 
beenlately  coined  at  Cork,  YoughaH,  Litfleric^k,- ancP 
other  places  in  Munster,  except  Waterford,  being 
found  neither  lawful  in  itself,  nor  of  lawful  weight 
or  allay,  was  by  Act  of  Parliament  decried,  andJ 
forbiddsen  to  be  paid  o^  taken  in  payment*.* 

Of 'this  Monarch  Coins  remain,  which  bear' on* 
the  Reverse  civitas  Limerici,  and  have  oh  the  Ob*' 
v^rse  the  letter  L  upoti  the  King's  breast®.  ■  •    '^ 

In  16S9  King  James  II.  opened  a  Mint  here  for 
the  Coinage  of  his  Brass  Money,  in  the  Deanery 
House  P;  and  fifter  he  fled  from  Ireland  his  adhe- 
rents struck  in  this  place,  during  the  siege,  a  kind 
of  Copper  and  Brass  Money  called  Hibernias,  from, 
the  figure  on  the  Reverse,  They  bear  the  date  of 
the  year  1691  <i. . 

>  Simon,  p.  30.  k  Id.  p.  34.     See  Dublin  Mint, 

i  Id.  p.  26.  m  Id.  p.  28.       '         n  Id.  p,  29.. 

o  Id.  p.  Sa        P  Id.  p.  59.  q  Id.  p.  64. 
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TRIM  MINT,    IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BAST  MEATH. 

In  the  year  1459  Mints  were  settled  in  this  Castle 
and  in  that  of  Dablin ;  as  they  were  again  in  the 
following  year,  1460  '. 

' '  German  Lynch  was  appointed,  by  Patent,  War- 
den and  Master-worker  of  this  Mint  in  146I  •• 

Two  y^lfrs  afterward,  1463,  his  appointment  was 
confirmed'  b^  Act  of  Parliament;  ami  he  was  or- 
dered to  stamp  the  name  of  the  Mint  upon  the 
Coins  K 

In  1 467  this  Mint  was  again  ordered  to  be  worked"; 
as  it  was  also  in  1470,  when  the  new  Coins  were 
'  made  of  the  Standard  of  London  '^- 
- '   'In  1472  German  Lynch^was  indicted  for  having 
"coiiied  the  Money  too  light;  when  it  appeared  that 
the  Coins  of  this  Mint  were  deficient  in  weight*. 
'     An  Act  was  passed,  in  the  year  147  8>  by  which 
'^  it  was  ordained  that  the  Liberti'tfs  of  M^&th  should 
be  restored,  with  full  power,  to  Henry  Lord  Grey, 
Seneschal  and  Treasurer  of  Meath,  by  himself  or 
'^  his  officers,  to  strike  and  coin  all  manner  of  Coins 
of  Silver  within  this  Castle,  according  to  such  fine- 
ness and  allay  as  in  the  Statute  for  that  purpose  had 
been  provided  y. 
VILLA  DE  TRIM  appeals  upon  Groats  of  Edward  IV. 


'^''  WATERFORD    MINT. 


^H 


whilst  John,  the  son  of  Henry  IL,  was  Lord  of 
Ireland/  he  coined  in  this  City,  as  he  did  also  after 

'  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  by  Haitis,  p.  211. 
s  See  Dublin  Mint.  t  Id.  u  Id. 

w  Simon,  p.  26.  x  Id.  p.  28. 

y  Simon,  p.  29.    This  Statute  is  not  to  be  found.     See  th* 
Annals.  .     . 
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his  accession  to  the  throne  of  England.      Coins  of 
both  these  periods  are  still  preserved. 

King  Edward  I.  likewise  struck  Money  here  '  ; 
as  did  also  his  Successor,  provided  Simon  be  correct 
in  ascribing  to  him  those  Pennies  which  have  two 
dots  under  the  King's  bust  ^. 

Coini  of  Henry  VI.  are  known  of  this  Mint. 
.   This  Mii^t  was  established  by  Act  of  Parliament 
in.  14^3  ;  and  the  name  of  the  City  was  ordered  to 
be  stamped  upon  the  Coins  struck  in  it^. 

It  is  likewise  noticed  in  another  Statute  w^hich 
passed  Jn  1467^. 

1475.  When  the  greater  part  of  the  Mints  in 
Ireland  was  put  down^  this,  together  with  those  of 
Dublin  and  Drogheda,  were  alone  permitted  to  be 
worked,  under  particular  restrictions*^. 

1476.  Amidst  the  general  corruption  which  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  Mints  in  Munster,  fhis  Mint 
only  is  exempted  from  the  censure  of  having  de- 
based the  Money  ®. 

The  name  of  this  City  is  found,  upon  Coins  of    Jt^^:^ 
Edward  IV.  -  c,-'^^:^  ^•^^A^  ^ii^  O^  :^*4,.^t^  ^"^^2^' 

^ee  vol.  II.  p.  377rLI7^jr^^^  ^^^^  -— ^  ^uJ^  ^^/ 

WBXPORD   MINT.  ^  i^Ay^-    >i^i.  ar 

Simon  has  engraved,  in  his  fifth  Plate,  a  Groat  of 
Edward  IV.,  which  reads  on  the  Obverse  i{<  ED- 
WARDvs  Di  <JRA  DNS  HYBERN,  and  ou  the  Rcversc 
(which  has  the  Cross  and  Pellets)  i{^  posvi  devm 

ADIVTORE   MEVM.      VILLA   WEIXFOR. 

z  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland^  by  Harris,  p.  211). 

»  Simon,  p.  16.     But  see  the  Annals. 

b  See  Dublin  Mint.  '         *^  Id. 

fi  Simon,  p.  28.  c  See  Limerick  Mint. 
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•        '         -       '        y 

t 

This  is  the  only  notice  which  I  have  met  with  of 
this  Mint^  for  Simon  is^  in  his  Essay,  totally  silen| 
respecting  it  (even  the  engraving  not  being  referred 
to) ;  nor  does  it  occur  in  any  of  the  Records  in  th^ 
Appendix  to  his  work. 

YOUGHALL    MINT,  IN   *HE   COUNTY '  OP   CORK. 

It  appears  'that,  prior  to  the  1 2th  year  of  Edward 
IV.,  a  great  d^l  of  light  Money  had  issued  from 
this  and  other  Mints  in  Ireland,  for  which  the  Ma^ 
ter,  German  Lynch,  was  iadicted  C 

In  1476  the  light  Money  whi6h  had  been  coined 
here  was  forbidden  to  be  any  longer  current  ^.. 

No  Coins  have  yet  been  discovered  with  the  name 
©f  this  Town  \ 


I  t  t  •  .tj 


MINTS    IN   FRANCE. 

ABBEVILI^E   MINT, 

In  this  place,  as  being  the  Capital  of  the  Countjr, 
the  antient  Earls  of  Ponthieu  established  their  Mint*. 

Here  likewise  some  of  the  Monarchs  of  England 
struck  Money  in  right  of  that  ;!]Baridom.  These 
Coins  bear  the  n^mci  of  Edward,  with  the  title  of 
King,  but  without  any  certain  criterion  whereby 
they  may  be  appropriated  to  either  of  the  firsj:  tljijree 
Kings  of  that  nalme,  who  were  all  of  them  Earls  of 
Ponthieu* 

^  Simon^s  Irish  Coins,  p.  27.  g  Id.  p.  29. 

h  Id.  p.  30. 

>  Duby>  Monnoies  des  Prelata  et*  BaroDs  de  France,.  tiQme  II. 
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AG£N   MINT. 

This  place  is  a  City,  and  the  See  of  a  Bishop  in 
the  Province  of  Guienne. 

On  a  Coin  of  Edward  III.  Dr.  Duqa^l  supposed 
there  were  the  remains  of  the  letter  a^  which  he 
conjectured  to  naean  this  City  ^;  but  an  inspection  of 
his  engraving  shows  that  what  he  took  for  an  ioipeiv 
feet  letter  was  nothing  more  than  thjB  ornamental 
termination  of  the  Gothick  arch  under  which  the 
King  is  placed. 

This  City  was  contained  in  the  Patent,  dated 
July  19,  1362,  by  which  King  Edward  III.  granted 
to  his  son  Edward  the  Black  Prince  the  Principality 
of  Aquitaine,  &c.  &c.  with  the  power  of  coining 
Money,  &c.  &c.^ 

A  Silver  Coin  of  that  Prince  has  an  a  over  the 
head,  on  the  Obverse,  which  both  Dr.  Ducarel"* 
and  Mons.  Duby**  think  .was  intended  to  mark  it  as 
a  Coin  of  this  Mint. 

Dr.  Ducarel  likewise  mentions  a  Gold  Coin  with 
the  same  mark  of  distinction  ;  and  has  given  a  copy 
of  it  from  a  Dutch  Placart^ 

As,  however,  there  is  no  positive  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  a  Mint  in  this  City,  I  rather  incline  to 
refer  these  Coins  to  Acquen,  which  is  also  in  the 
Duchy  of  Aquitaine,  and  where  it  is  known  that  a 
Mint  was  placed. 

k  Series  of  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  p.  15,  and  Plate  V.  No  69, 

1  Rymer,  Foedefa,  vol.  VI.  p.  384.      ^ 

>w  Series  of  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  p.  23. 

n  Monnoies  des  IVelats,  &c.  de  France,  tome  I.  p.  121. 

o  P.  26,  and  Plate  V.  N®  67.  Dr.  Ducarel  has  not  stated  either 
the  title  or  the  date  of  the  Placart.  The  Coin  occurs  in  a  '^  Carte 
Gu  List"  printed  at  An  vers,  4to,  1627,  on  the  Reverse  of  Signa- 
ture A  ^. 
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AQS,    OR    AQUEN    MINT,    IN    GASCONY. 

In  this  City,  which  bears  the  modern  name  of 
Dax,  there  was  a  Mint  in  the  year  1343  p  ;  but  the 
precise  date  of  its  establishment  J  have  not  been 
able  to  discover. 

On  the  4th  of  July  1358,  Edward  III.  granted  to 
l^eter  de  la  Grote,  for  his  services,  the  offices  of 
Keeper  and  of  the  Assay  of  his  Mint  here,  during 
Ills  good  behaviour,  with  the  usual  fees,  to  be  held 
by  himself,  or  fit  substitute,  for  whom  he  should  be 
answerable.  At  the  same  time  the  Seneschall  of 
Gasconyand  the  Constable  of  Bourdeaux  were  com- 
manded to  give  possession  to  Peter  Arnald,  the 
substitute  of  the  said  De  la  Grote,  and  to  permit 
him  to  exercise  the  office  in  his  stead  ^. 

In  1380  Richard  II.  granted  to  John  King' of 
Castile  and  Leon  the  privilege  of  striking  Money 
either  here  or  in  Bayonne '. 

The  Coins  which  are  particularized  under  the 
account  of  the  Mint  at  Agen  probably  belong  to  this 
place '. 

BAYONNE    MINT,    IN    GASCONY. 

In  the  25th  year  of  Edward  III.,  135O,  it  was 
expressly  ordained  that  the  Money  of  this  Mint 
jihould  be  of  the  same  weight  and  alloy  as  that  of 
Bourdeaux^;  and  in  1353  »  Writ,  dated  on  the 
28th  day  of  February,  commanded  that  the  English 
.  Groats  and  Half-Groats  should  be  current  together 
with  the  Coins  of  this  and  of  other  Mints  in  the 
Duchy  of  Aquitaine  ". 

p  See  Bourdeaux  Mint.  q  Rot.  Vase.  3^2  E.  HI.  m.  12. 

r  See  Bayonne  Mint.  s  See  the  account  of  that  Mint, 

t  Rot.  Vase.  25  E.  III.  ni.  9.  Feb.  20. 
u  Rot.  Vaac.  2SE.  III.  m.  16. 
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On  the  liJth  of  June  in  his  51st  year,  1377,  he 

granted  to  his  son  John,  King  of  Castile  and  Leon, 

Duke  of  Lancaster,  for  two  years,  a  special  power 

to  strike  Money  of  Gold,  Silver,  or  any  other  metal, 

of  any  coinage,  alloy,  or  value  that  he  should  think 

fit  (except  of  England  or  Aquitaine),  in  this  City,  or 

in  the  Castle  of  Guissen,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Seoe- 

schalship  of  Les  Landes^.     By  the  hands  of  Pele- 

grine  de  Ser,  or  of  any  other.     The  whole  pi*o£it 

of  the  Coinage   to  remain   to  the  said  Duke    of 

Lancaster*. 

This  privilege  was  afterwards  confirmed  in  the 

third  year  of  Richard  IL,  1380,  for  the  like  terni  of 

years,  when  the  name  of  the  Castle  of  Guissen  was 

omitted,  and  the  Town  of  Aquen,  or  Dax,  inserted 

in  its  stead  y. 

In  the  second  year  of  Henry  VL,  1423,  the  Sene- 
schal of  Gascony  and  the  Constable  of  this  City  were 
commanded  to  strike,  without  delay.  Money  in  this 
City,  of  the  same  weight  and  value  as  that  of  Bour- 
deaux.  If,  for  suflScient  reasons,  this  could  not  be 
done,  they  were  to  state  the  cause  to  the  King,  un- 
der their  seals  *. 

In  his  tenth  year,  143S,  the  Mayor,  Burgesses, 
and  Commons  of  this  City  were  permitted  to  exer- 
cise the  privilege  of  coining,  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  conveying  Bullion  to  the  Mint  at  Bourdeaux 
during  the  war. 

The  King's  Master  of  the  Mint  at  Bourdeaux  was 

^  The  word  in  the  Writ  is  La,ndarum  5  by  which,  I  presume, 
is  meant  the  territory  of  Les  Landes,  of  which  Dax  is  the  Ca- 
pital. X  Rymer^  Foedera,  vol.  Vll.  p.  148. 

y  Rymer,  Foedera,  vol.VlL.p.244. 

«  Rot.  Vase.  2  and  3  H.  VI.  m.  13.  Oct  13. 


462  PLACES   OF   MINTS   AND   EXCHANGES' 

likewise  to  hold  thesame  offke  here;  but  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bayonne  were  to  have  the  profit  of  the 
Coinage  during  the  .time  they  exercised  that  privi- 
lege, on  condition  that  they  should  bear  all  expenses 
attending  "the  same,  and  render  an  account,  when 
required,  to  the  Exchequer  at  Bourdeaux  ». 

BERGERAC    MINT, 
^m    THE    PROVINCE    OF    PERIGORB. 

In  the  year  1347  King  Edward  III.  granted  to 
Henry  Earl  of  Lancaster  and  his-  heirs  male  the 
Castle  and  Vill  of  Bargeriac,  in  the  Duchy  of  Aqui- 
tain,  with  the  privilege  of  striking  Money  there. 
The  said  Earl  to  enjoy  all  the  profit  belonging  there- 
unto, on  condition  that  the  Money  should  be  as  good 
as,  or  better  than,  the  King's  Money  of  those  parts^ 
If  the  Earl  should  die  without  heirs  male,  then  this 
and  all  the  other  privileges  were  to  revert  to  the 
King  and  his  heirs  ^. 

This  Grant  was  extended  in  the  year  1348,  by  the 
power  of  assaying,  apd  of  punishing  oflfenders  against 
his  Money  *^. 

BOULOGNE    MINT,    IN    PICARDY; 

A  Coin  of  this  Mint  bears  the  name  of  evstachivs 
on  the  Obverse.  It  is,  however,  by  no  rdeans  cer- 
tain that  this  Eustace  was  the  son  of  King  Stephen, 
as  there  were  foUr  Earls  of  Boulogne  of  that  name, 
in  succession,  during  the  tenth  and  eleventh  cen-' 
turies**. 

a  Rymer,^  Foedera,  vol.  X.  p.  498. 

b  Cart.  &  Pat.  apud  Cole?.  ^1  E.  Ill;  m.  13.     Rymer,  vol.  V/ 
p.  565. 

c  Vase.  23  E.  III.  m.  8.  March  4.    .Rytner,  vol,  V.  p.  6S9. 
d  Ducarers  Series  of  Anglo-Gallic  Coins,  p.  4,  note  2. 


IN   BRltAtW  A>jb   ITS   DEPEKI)£KCI£S«        46$ 

i  If  the  Coin  should  belong  to  either  of  the  first 
thiled  of  those  Earls,  this  pla<^  caifindt  be  consicSered 
ad  an  'Atiglo-Gallk  Mint.         ^ 

BOURDEAUX   MINT,    IN    GUIENKIU 

1 1 86^  The  earliest  notice  which  I  have  founi  of 
this  Mint,  as  connected  with  the  subject  of  this 
work,  is  in  a  Charter  of  Richard  [afterwards  King  <rf 
-  England]  Duke  of  Aquitaine  and  Earl  of  Poitiers^by 
which  he  confirmed  to  the  Church  of  St.  Andrevf  of 
Bourdeaux  all  that  his  Predecessors  had  grantbdL, 
particularly  the  third  pail  of  the  Minf  there  «. 

This  privilege  was  again  expressly  confirmed  hf 
Eleanor  Queen  of  King  Henry  IL  and  Duchess  <f 
Normandy  ^.  ! 

King  Henry  HI.,  in  his  12th  year,  1228,  or- 
dered his  Money  of  Bourdeaut  to  be  coined  accord* 
ing  to  the  standard  and  weight  of  Tours ;  but  it  doei 
not  appear  that  be  had  a  Mint  in  this  City,  as  the 
Coinage  was  to  be  conducted  either  in  the  Town  of 
La  Reole,  or  in  thatof  Lagun,  as  might  be  most  ex- 
pedient s. 

It  was  ordained  by  King  Edward  I.  in  his  13th 
year,  128$,  that  Money  should  be  struck  in  Gas- 
<x>ny*^;  and  in  four  years  afterward  it  became/ne- 
cesss^ry  to  regulate  the  price  of  various  articles  ac- 
cording to  this  new  Money;  and  the  Mayor  of 
Bourdeanx  was  commanded  to  make  Proclamation 
to  that  purpose*. 

«  Duby,  Traits  des  Monnoies  des  Barons  de  France,  tome  IL 
p.  225.  fid.  p.  226.    , 

&  Pat.  12  H.  III.  m.  2.  Aug.  2.     See  LaReole  Mint 

^  Rot.  Vase.  13  E.  I.  m.  3.  Aug.  2. 

*  Rot.  Vase.  17  E.  I.  pt.  2.  rin..5,  . 


4G.4  PLACES   Of   MINTS    AND    EXCHjU^GES 

I^  the, eamejrear  a.bouse  or :plac9  was  granted  to 
Ariiald,  ^onejy^r^  Citizen  of  Boi^rdeaux,  who  b^ 
become  an  hostage  for  the  delivery  of  the  King  of 
Jemaalem  ap<)  Sicily  mto  the  power  of  the  King  of 

this,,  no  notice  occurs  of  the  Mint  until  the 
of  Edward  H.,  1313,  when  the  King  granted 
'  d^  la  Posterle  the  custody  of  his  Dies  and 
this  City,  and  in  every  other  place  within 
hy  of  Aquitaine  where  ht&Money  should  be 
The  said  oflice  to  be  discharged,  during , 
,  by  himself  or  his  substitute,  for  whpip  \^ 
vp^  to  be  answerable. 

The  Seneschal  of  Gascony  and  the  Constable  of. 
lourdeaux  were  commanded  to  deliver  the  G8«ie  to 
'i™  '•  . 

In  the  same  year  the  Kii^g  stated  to  the  Kifig  of 
France  that  an  order  had  been  issped  to  prevent  bis 
coining  Money  in  his  Ducby  of  Aquitaine  vvithoi^t 
the  i(^pection  of  persons  to  be  deputed  by  the  King 
of  France,  and  .praying  redress,  ^be  same  b^ii^g  in- 
jurious, tf>  his  interest  ".  ,  . 

Ji  appears  that  this  produced  no  effedt ;  fotj  on 
the  sd, of  July  1314,  another  |jetition  was  presented, 
in  which  it  was  slated  that,.  nDtwit|}8tandjpg  the.  . 
former  representation,  a  prohibition  bad  b^o  Usued, ;' 
to  the,Mmt-magter  in  this  City,  forbidding  him  to 
coin^  and  begging  that  the. same  niighi;,!:^  revoked  ". 
The  answer  to  this  does  not  appear.;  nor,p4n  I 
trace  the  business  any  further. 

k  Rymer,  11. 421. 

I  RoLVa3c.7E.II,in.l3.0ft.n. 

w  Rom'.ft  Fr.7E.II.m.l4.  Jatt.  U:     '   '■ 

■>  Rom.  Sl  Fr.  7E.  Il.in,l4.  Julys. 
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1315.    Soon  after  this,  the  Moneyera  of  this  Mint 
:   representedto  the  King  that  they  had,  from  time  im- 
memorial, received,  by  divers  Charters,  &c.  several 
privileges  and  immunities,  in  right  of  their  office, 
within  this  City  ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  the  Mayor, 
Jurors,  and  Commons  had  disturbed  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  those  privileges,  &c.  by  imp 
them  various  Tallages,  &c.  to  their  great 
In  consequence  of  this  representation 
commanded,  by  a  Writ  directed  to  the  S 
Gascony,  that  their  HbertieS  should  be  restored,  arid 
that  whatever  had  been  illegally  done  against  them 
should  be  amended  ;  and  if  the  Mayor,  &c.  shoultf 
neglect  to  obey  the  order  for  that  purpose,  the  Ser 
neschai  should  enforce  it ".  .     - 

Jn  the  following  year,  igitf,  this  City  was  an- 
nexed to  the  Crown  and  Camera  of  England,  nev^r 
to' be  transferred  into  the  possession  of  any  other  p.' 
In  the  first  year  of  Edward  III,,  1327,  Jblirt' 
Bonguidy  of  Lucca  had  the  custody  of  this  Mint  ' 
granted  to  him  for  five  years  ;  which  Grant  was,  in 
1331,  renewed  to  him  during  his  good  beha- 
,  viour^.  ^' 

From  a  subsequent  Writ  of  the  same  year  it  ap'' 
pears  ^at  the  King  had  granted  the  custody  of  fiis" 
Dies  aiid  Mints  here  to  Peter  Escorce  bis  yalet  j'^ 
and  that  afterwards,  having  forgotten  that  Cirant,  he 
had  appointed  the  aforesaid  John  Bonguidey  to  the  ' 
same  office ;  therefore,  in  recompence  to  the  said 
Peter,  the  King  commanded  the  Seneschal  of  Gas- 

o  Rot.  Vaac.  8  E.  II.  in.  19. 

P  Rot.Vasc.  9E.1I.  m.T.    Rymer.  Fwdera,  vol.  HI  p.  560. 

n-Rot.Va«.  5E.in.m.LDec.23.  ,        ,, 


Odny  and  tih^  G>mte|)jQ  of  Bourd^aq^  to  give  him 
mmk&  Biiilliwick  in  iieii  oCi^bat  oiSce'. 

}  The  Ki0g'« ,  memory  *  ^eems  .to  have  been  very 
jtraacberous  to  respect  to  irana^ctions  of  this  kind ; 
jportoithe  vefy»neRt  year,  1332,  »|iQtbef  Writ  rfieited 
thatibisiMnjesty  k^^y  ^t  the  request  of  the  King  of 
Boheorii^  the  Ear}  of  H«mon,  an(l  the  JIBarl  of 
Jukrs^Kgiranted  to  his  v^let,  Arnold  Delescapoinss, 
the  ofik^  of  AiBsay  in  this  Mint  Cor  seven  years^  and 
thatyioot  recollecting  that  iGrant,  he  had  afterwards 
givea  the  said  office  to  another, person,  und^  a  cer<> 
tain  ^form«  But  the  Kjing  heing  willing  that  Jhts 
focoier .  Grant  to  the  said  ArnaJd  should' remain 
in  foree,  and  also  to  extend  further  favour  to  him, 
did  confirm  to  him  the  said  office  for  the  said 
term*  of  seven  years^  and  at  their  expiration  for 
sk:  years  longer/  notwithstanding  the  second  Grant 
b^fone^mentioned ;  and  the  Seneschal  of  Gascony 
and  the  Constable  of  Bourdeaux  were  accordingly 
comtnanded  to  admit  him  '• 

■  Iti  the  year  133s  the  Archbishop  of  Bourdeaux 
aiui 'the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  that  Church  claimed 
'the  diird  part  of  the  Mint^  which  was^  upon  in* 
xpxiTj},  allowed^. 

1335.  It  should  seerny  however,  that  some  f«r- 
tlier  clainof  wad  either  ir]^de»  or  was  intended  to  be 
xnad^,  by  them  ;  for>  in  two  years  aft^r  this,  the 
iCing,  in  &  Writ,  directed  to  the  Seneschal  of  Gas- 
cony and  the  Constable  of  Bourdeaux,  stated  that 
■  Ifis  ktterst  of  Confirmation  of  ascertain  composition 

T  R0t.  Vaac.  6  E,  III.  in.  ;2.  Jan,  36.  , 
s  Rot.  Vase.  6  E.  III.  m.  8.  April  8. 

'  Rot,  Vase.  8 E.  III.  m.  10.    B.ymer^  Foodera,  vol.  IV.  p.  60S. 
See  under  the  year  1 186. 
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lately  entered  into  by  them  Ihe  said 'Seneschal,  &e. 
on  the  one  pait^  and  the  Archlnshop  •  and '  Gha}»- 
ter  of  Botirdeaux  on  the  other,  r^pecting  theiitbird 
part  of  the  King's  Money  coined,  »otf  to  betofaiawl, 
in  this  Mint,  which  they  ekimed  as  belonging 
to  them,  were  then,  as  it  wag  report^ ^  in ^f the 
custody  of  the  said  Seneschal,  &d.  Timefxxfe 
the  King  commanded  them  to  use' their  utmcigt  ieij^ 
deavours  to  prevail  upon  the  said  Archbishop  aiid 
Chapter  to  declare,  by  their  Letters,  i:hat' it  was  ^ot 
their  intention  to  claim  or  to  have  any  mtee  than 
the  said  third  part  of  the  profit  of  the  Coinage/^  or 
that  by  their  consent,  or  at  Iea¥t  by  their  confession 
privately,  a  publick  instratnent  should  be  made  to 
that  effect.  If  the  Archbishop,  &c«  wouidi  not'dB^  . 
clare  to  that  purpose  by  their  letters^  nor, » at i the 
least,  recognize  the  same,  then  the  Seneschal^  &c. 
were  to  proceed  according  to  instructions  from  ttbe 
King's  Council'*. 

In  the  year  1340  Gei-ald  de  Podio,  jun«  •  liffld>  a 
Grant  of  the  Coinage  and  Mint  and  Assay  Uere^ 
upon  his  petition,  in  satisftietion'fcA'  his' anreaiistief 
wages,  and  in  recompence 'for  his  servtoes^.  He  was 
to  execute  the  office,  by  himself  or  deputy^  (untii  tb^ 
said  arrears  were  satrifled  ^i  ^ 

In  the  ^ame  yenr  Arnold  ^and  John^  Moneyers  in 
Gasdony,  had  a  Writ  directed  to  them  and  others, 
on  acteodnt  or  their  good  conduct  during  a  rebefl- 
lion*.  .. 

The  iKitig  gwmted,  in  *h»  lytb  year  of  hhi  re%A, 

«  Rot.  Vase.  9  £.  III.  m.  6.  June  10.  See  further  the  S^th 
of  Edward  III.  "^ 

^  Rot.  Vase.  14^E.III.  m.4.  Jan. 30.  *  Rynier,  V.  192.  . 
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1342,  'the  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  here  and  at 
Aqiieii,  in  compliance  with>  the  request  of  M'argai^t 
-Coiuntess  OjfK^tit^  to  Hugh  Martynr  for  five  years, 
cm  ct>n(ti(tion  that  he  should  give  sufiicient  security 
to  tiue  Gonslable  of  Bourdeaux,  and  should  gifve  to 
the  Kingiw^bat  wa^  just,  and  to  the  Merchants  and 
othefs^  who  should  bring  Silver  to  the  Mints  what 
had  been  customary.  It  appears  that  Roscand 
OUvcf*  had  formerly  held  the  offifce,  but  had  forfeited 
it,  and  it  was  then  in  the  KiTig^s  hands. 

Ott  the  farther  request  of  the  said  Countess,  and 
of  RichaiHi  Earl  of  Arundel,  the  King  granted  that 
(he  said  Hugh  s^hould  hoM  the  oflfiee  durit^  ptea^ 
sure,  notmthstanding  any  appcnntment  v^hich  might 
have;beefiigrven  by  the  King  to  the  said  Roscand^  or 
ta>  Peter  M artel  and  Gerard  Elias  ;  and  the  Siene^^ 
sohat  ^  Gascbny  and^the  Constable  of  Bourdeaiix 
were  commanded  to  give  him  possession  of  t^  said 
offifce3C. 

! .  Anxiplajcense  was  granted  to  him  in  the  following 
y«ar,  13439  to  appoint  a  sufficient  substitute  (for 
whom  h^  wasto  be  ar^werable)  as  often  as  he  should 
fa«5piieVentedii1(Mn  performing  hts  duty  in  theoffiee 
by.  reason  of  his  attendance  on  the  said  Earl  and 
Countess.  Both  he  and  akohis  fiubstitule  were  ti 
givfiysufficfent  security  to  the  Constable  of  Bodrdeaux 
foTidbe  performance  ■/ 

In  the  year  1354  a  Pfetiti'bii  was  presented  toi  the 
King  in  Parliament,  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Boucde^:^,v  stat^g,  ,tbat  one  third  part  of  the  profit 
of  the  Monies  coined  in  Aquitaime  belonged  to  them 

y  Rot.  Vase.  17  E.  III.  ih.  14.  Jin.«6. 
«  Rot.  Vase.  17  E:  llll  tti.  1  *:  Mtty  30. 
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by  virtue  of  several  Grants,  of  former  KingB  of  Eng- 
land; and  begging  that  an  equivaJeot,  mighffe  be 
granted  to  tbem .  in^  eoeleslastical  benefices-  f  Thfe 
King  therefore  commanded  that  the  valme  ,  lorf  >  the 
third  part  of  the  Coiimgei^  sis  well  in  wair  ar  in 
peace,  should  be  .ascertained5  and,  alsoi  ^the:  vaHie  of 
the  equivalent  by  them  :asked^  and  that  ah  aeceant 
should  be  returned  underithe. Ring's  $eal  ^i . :  ^j    r  ■>' 

Soon  after  this,  William  Borreu  having,:  by  Be* 
tition  to  the  King  ax»d  Council  in .  Pairliaiiient, 
showed  that  he  had  been  removed  witlKimtebuiS^j^by 
John  Charnelts,  ttte  Constable  of  Bourd^aux^  ftoin 
the  office  of  Contragardator^.  and  Comptroller  <i>f 
the  Mints  in  Aquftaipe,  which  he  b^eld  by  Paten^^ 
the  King  commanded  the  Seneschal  of  Qaseoriy  and 
the  Constable  of  Boik*deaux;  to  inquire  in^otb^lrea^ 
sou  of  hia  removal,  and, '  if  they  found  'it  tb  he  ,4«rith^ 
out  sufficient  ground,  to  restore  him*.  »    i  » 

In  a  Writ  of  this  year,  dated  upon  the  Sgthlof 
July,  ift  IS' stated  that  the  King  having  leanned&at 
by  old  custom  it  appertained  to  him  to  appoint  -otie 
Moneyer  ta  strike  Mota^  in  his  Mints  uithinotbe 
Duchy  df  Aquitadn  ^,  he :  therefore .  appii  n ted  P^tet 
de  la  Crote  to  be  ^ his  Moneyfer,  for  life,  in  thersaid 
Dudiy^,  with  all  privileges  and  liberties  belongifigtd 
that  office;  land  the  Soneschal/ an<d  Consitabte'  werg 
commanded  to  administer  the  oaAh  for  tbe«  &idfi> 
faiperformstficeof  bis  d«ity^  S     -   »   ji 

a  Rot.  Vase.  28  E.  111.  iii.  ll  May  20.  *     -       ' 

*  I  do  no.t?ftaa  this  praise  term  in  any  of  Hive  Gfes^rfes/ 'bit 
believe  that  it  k  eqiki^dent  to  Ciistos;  b^in^  foroied  trcm  'tie 
French  contregarder,  to  keep. 

c  Rot.  Vase.  28 E.  III.  m.  12.  June  10.  ,  ; 

**  The  chief  Mint  of  the  Pnchy  was  in  Bourdeaux,         ,  /^ 

e  Rot.  Vase.  28  E.  III.  m.  3.  July  29. 
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About  the  sam^  time  the  Moneyers  of  this  Mint 
were  restored  to  sbme  of  their  privileges,  of  which 
they  had  been  deprived  by  the  Mayor  and  other 
Officers  6f  the  City  ^. 

'bn  iStje  2d  of  April,  in  the  year  1357,  Edward 
Prince  of  W'ales  appointed  by  Charter  (under  the 
Kingis  iiuthority  and  his  own)  Peter  Vernhes  to  be 
l^arderi  otthe  King's  and  his  Mint  of  Gold^  in 
this  City,  with  the  wages  thereunto  belonging ;  and 
commanded  the  King's  Constable  and  his  of  Bour- 
deaux  to  give  him  possession  of  the  same.  This  ap- 
pointment  was  confirmed  by  the  King  in  a  Charter 
olT  Inspeximus,  dated  bn  the  S2d  of  December  in 
the  same  year^. 

Richard  II.,  in  the  fifth  year  pf  his  reign,  13825 
granted  t6  his  well-belovied  Clerk,  Master  Gerard 
de  Meiite,  during  pleasure,  the  custody  of  his  Mo- 
hie'i^  of  Gold  and  Silver  which  should  be  coined  in 
this  Mint,  by  himself  or  sufficient  deputy,  for 
iS^honi  he  should  be  answerable,  at  the  usual  wages 
arid  fees*  *. 

"  'By  a  Writ,  dated' from  Westminster  on  the  llth 
<^fMay,  in  the  year  1400,  and  directed  to  the  Arch* 
bishop  of  this  City,  to  Hugh  le  Despencer,  Knight, 
Henry  Bowet,  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  John  Trailly, 
Knight,  Majrdi'  of  Botitdeaux,  King  Henry  IV.  gave 
theni  p6wer,  amongst  other  things,  to  strike  Money 
in  this  Mint,  to  give  it  currency,  and  to  punish  of- 
fenders, as  the  case  might  require^. 

i  Rot.  Vase.  29  E.  III.  m.  13.  Feb.  14. 
g  Monete  Regie  &  nVe  aufi. 
h  Rot.  Vase.  31  E.III.  m.  8.  Dec.  22. 
i  Rot.  Vase.  5  R.  II.  m.  10.  Mareh  24. 
3  Rymer>  Foedera,  vol.  VIIL  p.  141. 
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In  the  next  year,  1401,  the  offices  pf  one  of  the 
King's  Moneyers,  and  of  Warden  of  the  Mint,  in 
this  City,  were  grafted  to  Stephen  Spqui:et,  with 
all  fees  and. privileges  as  usual;  he  having  previpu^Jy 
given  security,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  pej^plty 
of  five  hund;*ed  marks,  for  due  performance^        ,  «• 

In  14X4  a  Writ  was  directed  to  the  Lpcuito  i!e- 
nens  and  Seneschal  of  Aquitaine,  the  Constable  aii^ 
Corporation  of  Bourdeaux,  and  the  Master  of  the 
Workers  and  Moneyers  in  that  City,  and  elsewhere 
in  the  said  Duchy,  commanding  them  to  give  pps- 
session  of  the  office  of  one  of  the  King's  Moneyers, 
in  the  said  City  and  Duchy,  to^  Everyn  Daringneese, 
Merchant  of  this  City,  which  the  King  had  granted 
to  him,  during  pleasure,  with  all  privileges,  ^c^ . 

William  Parages  was*  appointed  one  of  the*  Kiing's 
Moneyers  in  the  Castle  of  Umbrarie  and ,  City  of 
Bourdeaux,  with  all  privile^s,  &e.  during  pleasure, 
on  the  7th  of  May  14?3  ™.  ?  / 

This  Mint^  it  seems^  could  not  be  worked  ip  tb^ 
year  1432  on  account  of  the  war,  which  occasioned 
a  difficulty  in  conveying  Bullion,  to  it.  \^  cpnse- 
quence  of  which  the.  inhabitants  of  Bayonne  fvere 
permitted  to  coin,  but  wene  to  account  in  the  Ex-* 
chequer  in  tbis  City". 

In  the  1 1th  y^ar  of  the  King, .  1433?  ^  ga^^  ^^' 
thority  to  his  Seneschal  of  Aquitaine  and  the  Con- 
stable of  Bourdeaux  to  coin  in  the  Castle  of  Bou^r*^ 
deaux,  in  like  manner  as  had  been  done  in  the 
reigns  of  Richard  II.,  Henry  IV.,  and  Henry  V.**  . 

'^  Rot.  Vase.  2  H.  IV.  m.  18.  March  ^. 

'  Rot.  Vase.  2  H.  V.  m.  jt.  F^.  1.    , 

na  Rot.  Vase.  I H.  VI.  pa.  32,  , 

^  See  Bayonne  Mint.        p  Kymer^  Fosdera^  voL  X.  p.  544. 


Qnr  th^  2l$t  of  Marcb^^  in  tbe.year  1438,  the 
Ki^p^  in  consideration  »nd  recompence  of  the  ser*- 
VV}08  of  John  ManciMBpi  jun.  of  the  Ducby  of  Aqui- 
t^ixfu^f  appointed  bioi  one  of  bis  Workers  of  the 
Mints  in  his  Dominion  of  France,  and  in  tbe  afore- 
said Owcby, :  with  0U  privikges,  &c.  p 

Ja  tb«  fG>lJowiiiig  yeart  143d,  the  King  granted, 
uppu/petition,  to  Jobn  Atmnyn,  of  Bourdeloys,  on 
aqeounbt  of  his  a^rvices  in  war,  the  office  of  Mas- 
t^  of  tbe.  A«fi8iy  in  this  Mint,  which  Stephen 
Sppor^  had  held  during  his  life.  He  was  to  per-i 
fprifl  the  oflSce,  either  by  bimfielf  or  deputy,  during 
life»  with  tbe  usual  fee^,  &e.  as  tbe  said  Stephea^ 
held  it ;  and  the  Earl  of  Hi^ntingdon,  tbe  King's 
Iffoam  Tenens  in  Aqtiitaine,  was  comnEiaQded  to 
admit  him  to  it  4. 

<y^y(  a  Charter  of  Inspeximus,  dated  on  the  first  of 
Jjjpe  in  the  following  year,  1440,  the  King  eon- 
^rmied  Letters  Patent,  of  the  llt;h  of  November^ 
lASBy  by  which  John  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Locum 
Tenens  in  the  Duchy  of  Aquitaine,  &c.  granted  to 
Pi^t^  Makanam^  Citizen  of  Bourdeaux,  the  office 
of  ,€01^  of  the  King!s  Moneyers  in  that  City  and  tbe 
Th^hy  of  .Aquitaine  during  his  life,  with  the  usual 
lib^ties^ 

gwne  time  about  Novewiber  in  tbe  25th  or  2fith 
yQ9r.  of  the  King,  1446  or  1447,  >Is^inain  died^ 
ad^d3stldwiu  Dodding  was  appointed  in  his  room. 
Thi$  waS'Upon  tbe  8th of  that  month;,  on  the  12th 
of  which  the  Seneschal  of  Aquitaine  and  the  Consta- 

f  Rot.  Vase.  16  H.  VI.  m.  &. 

'1  Kdt:  Vase.  XT  H.' Vi.  m.  B.  March  2  arid  1$.  ■     ■     ' 

ir  Rot.  Vase.  iriin<i  ISH.Vi.  in.  S.  June  1. 
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ble  of  Bodrdeavix  iterq  comoidt^ddd  to  perttiit  'htm 
to  exercise  the  sai^oflftce^;  from  whiclroircathsetAt^ 
it  should  seem,  though  I  have-  wiet  Mth  ia<>  furthfei* 
evidence  of  it, '  that  he  had  experiienced  sopie  oppo- 
sition fram  them.  ^  .      ill- 

"  In  a  Manuscript,  wtpte  not  loo^  before  the  year 
IffOO,  intituled  Le  BouJigeotsie  i>e  Boukoeai^x, 
it  is  said  that  when  Chairle^  VII.  cmiqoei^ed  A<fiii^ 
tatne,  and  reduced  Bourdeaux  to  his  obedience, '  h^ 
changed  the  Arms  of-  the  City,  which  were  three 
Leopards,  Gold,  one  above  the  other,  by  effccing 
the  two  uppermost,  and  in  their  place  substituted  a 
Chief  Azupe  sem^e  Fleiir  de  Lis,  which  they  Coatl^' 
nue  to  bear  to  this  day.  .      i     r- 

^^  There  is  no  <{uestion  but  at  that  time  Ul  arms^^ 
inscriptions,  or  memorials  of  the  English  were  ptir^ 
posely  defaced^,  and  all  the  Coins  that  cbuld*  be 
found  calkd  in  and  melted  down;  to  which,  ho 
doubt,  is  owing  the  great  scarcity  of  any  p\€o6k^ 
struck  by  oUr  Kings  -of  England  in  their  Aquitatticf 
Dominions.'*    ^  » 

Mr.  Lethieullier,  during  bis  stay  in  this-  Gity  in^ 
the  year  1749,  made  all  -possible'  enquiries  tltet 
pieces  of  this  kind,  but  was  not  able  to  procure  on^  ;'* 
nor  indeed  had  the  reverend  Father  Lambert  (GuJlr- 
diati  of  the  great  Franciscan  Convent  there,  who, 
with  four  others,  was  Engaged  in  compiling  aGcM^ 
ral  History  of  Aquitaine),  ttor  any  one  ebe,  ev«r 
heard  there  was  any  such  thing  existitig ".     [This 

s  Rot.  Vase.  25  and  26  H.  VI.  m.  2, 

t  These  are  the  words  of  Mr.  LethieuUier^  who  ha9>  in  this 
place,  spoken  in  terms  spmewfaiisit  too  general,  for  he  himself  saw 
upon  a  sto'be  the  Arms  of  Edward  111.  undefaced. 

u  Soon  after  this,  however.  Father  T^mbert  sent  to  Mr.  Lrc- 
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ignoranca  proves  the.  reverend  Father  and  his  coad- 
jutors to  have  been  but  ill  qualified  for  what  they 
ha4  undertaken;  for,  130  years  before  that  titne, 
Ilaultin  had  published  Engravings  of  several  of 
them  ;  aa.  had  also  Le  Blanc,  whose  labours  appear 
to  have  been  either  overlooked  or  totally  forgotten 
ia  the  short  space  of  57  years.] 
-  T^he  following  Memorandvim,  respecting  the  Coins 
of  Bourdeaux,  is  given  by  Mr.  Lethieullier  from  the 
Manuscript  already  quoted  ;  he  has,  however,  unfor- 
tunately, omitted  the  date : 

*^  Defuncta  Domina  de  Blancha  de  Fuxo  quon- 
dam Capitarrssa  de  Bogio,  presta  a  pierre  de  Sant 
Boufgois  e  Monneyeur  de  Bourdeaux  cinquante 
Demiere  ou  Piesses  d'or  nomm^  Leopards ;  quin- 
quaginta  Denariorum  aureorum  vocatos  Leopardos 
de  auro  Burdegalensi."  "^ 

:  BOURDEAUX    EXCHANGE. 

In  the  year  i^Ss  John  de  la  Vale  of  Aquitalne 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Campsor  or  Cambiator 
of  the  Money  throughout  that  Duchy,  for  fifteen 
years  from  the  date  of' the  Writ.  To  execute  the 
office  by  himself,  or  by  sufficient  deputies,  for  whom 
he  was  to  be  answerable.  All  Billion,  of  Gold  or 
Silver,  bought  by  him,  was  to  be  coined  in  the 
place  where  he  resided.  The  Constable  of  Bdur* 
deaux  was  commanded  to  administer  the  oath  before 
his  iid  mission. 

Similar   Letters  Patent   were  granted  to  John 

thieuIKwr,  at  Paris,  a  Two  Pence  of  Richard  II.  Duke  of  Aqui- 
^aine  ,•  which  Coia  became  the  fouadatjon  of  Sir  Charles  Frede- 
rick's valuable  Anglo-Ggillic  Collection.  . , 
w  Archseologia^  voL  L  p.  78. 
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Rogey,  of  Aquitaine,  Arnald  Lary,  and  Arnald  de 
Vyes^ 

As  the  Mint  in  this  City  was  .the  qhirf  dF  the 
Duchy  of  Aquitaine,  I  presume  the  Exchange  ^As 
sd  likewise,  and  have  therefore  inserted  the  above 
appointrnent  in  this  place. 

Stephen  Spouret  was  made  Keeper  of  this  Ex- 
change oh  the  28th  of  March  in  the  second  yeai^  of 
Henry  IV.,  I401  y. 

> 

CAEN   EXCHANGE^    IN  NOKMAKDY;    866  ROUEN. 
CALAIS    MINT,    IN    PICAKDY. 

Immediately  after  the  conquest  of  this  place  by 
Edward  III.,  on  the  gd  of  August  in  the  year  1347, 
he  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that  all  English 
Merchants,  or  other  persons^  who  would  settle  here, 
before  the  first  day  of  the  following  September, 
should  have  houses  assigned  to  tbeoi  at  reasonable 
rents,  and  that  such  liberties^  &c.  should  be  granted 
to  them  as  shou^ld  insure  security,  &c.  to  their  fami- 
lies and  goods  *.  Holiqshed  says,  he  appointed  to 
send  over  thither,  amongst  other  Englishmen,  there 
to  inhabit,  thirty  Burgesses  of  London,  and  those  of 
the  wealthiest  sort,  for  he  meant  to  people  the.  town 
with  Englishmen  only,  for  the  better  and  morf 
sure  defence  thereof  *. 

Indeed  all  his  provisions  for  the  welfare  of  this 

place  were  carried  into  execution  with  an  admirable 

I 

X  Rot.  Vase.  6  R.  II.  m.  17.  Jane  16. 

y  Rot.  Vase.  2  H.  IV.  m.  18.  n.  15. 

a  Franc.  21  E.  III.  m.  1^.  dors.  Aug.  19.  Rynaer,  Foedera,  vol. 
V.  p.  575.  His  conduct  in  tkis  respect  wasadopled  by  the  Fiencli 
when  they  retook  Calais  in  I&dS.  [Robertson's  History  of 
Charles  V.  vol.  III.  p.  401.]  a  Chronide^  vol;  II.  p,  378. 
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promptness.  -  In  tessT  thl^n  thr^e  inonths  from  the 
day  on  which  he  took  possession  of  it  a  Mint  was 
fDstablished^  a^d  the  proper  Officers  appointed  :  the 
date  of  the  Patent  to  Wiiii«un  de  Salop  of  tl^e  offices 
of  ifi^ep^jts  of  the  Dies  for  the  Money  to  bjc  coined 
hec^,  und  of  Assay er  of  thq  ^me  as  often  as  it 
sboiild  be  necessary,-  beifig  ^s  early  as  the  i^Oth  of 
October  in  thm  year  \  .  And,  on  the  (Jth  of  Fehru^jy 
following,  Notice  was  given,  that  the  King  having 
.  appointed  the  said  William  for  the  better  making  of 
.white  Money,  such  as  was  made  in^Englai[)d^  by 
the  Moneyem  in  this  Mint^  all  his  Subjects  were 
oominanded  to  assist  the  said  William  and  the  Mo« 

^ '^  1S49>  In  about  two  yiears  iifter  this,  the  Captain 
of  the  ToWnj,^  and  others^  of  the  *  Kitig's  CouncH 
th^re^  were  eomtnajlded  to  <nake  such'  fi6w.  Money, 
in'tbis  Mint>:  as  should  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  . 
Rin^  and  his  People,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  current. 
Tius  io  be  proqlaim,ed  as  might  bfe  expedient  ^. 

!  On  the  S6th  of  February,  Ig^g,  Thomas  de  Bran- 
tyngham,  Treasurer  of  Calais,  was  appointed  Rer 
eeivef  of  all  the  Promts  arising  from  the  KingB 
Mittts  fjsitablished  here-  »  The  account  of  these-^Pror 
fiBs  he  virsisito  i^tuim  iilto  the  EKchequer,  andto  be 
TOsw^rpible,to.tb^  Rii^gjfoy  the  s^rne«. 
; .  About  the  »^iia.€i  ti^e  the  Oncers  of  this  Miot  ha4 
a.jQrpint  of/th^  8$nie.priyilqge&  ftnd'  jnwjpunitifes,as 

b  Rot:  Franc.  ^iE  III.  pt/^.  n.4.  6ct.te.''  In  t(»e  next  year' 
[1348]  he  placfed  h^^  tbe  Srfapl^  ef^TM,  'iieeAy  and  Wooh 
[Fianc.  22  E.  III.  m.  16.  April  5.  Rymer,  Foedera,  vol.  V. 
p.  618.]  '   '     ''^    '^^.'^     H-   :-!  '.      '  ,  ■         •    • 

c  Rot  Franc.  22  E.  III.*  n*/M.  F4^b;«6. !  «    i  " 

«•  Rot.  Franc.  23  E  Ilf.  tn.S.May^Si'  •        ' 

«  Rot.  Franc.  37  E.  III.  m  21.  Feb.  20.       , 
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were  enjoyed  by  those  in  th^  Mints  of  London  atKl 
Canterbury ;    and  were  to  retain  them  so  long  ds 
they  continued  in  their  ojfBoes^   not  only-  in  this 
.  place  but  in  England  also^.  *  .. : 

At  some  time  piievious  to  the  ioth  of  May,  I963> 
an  Ordinance  had  been  pubKshed  Ix/  iFoVbid  the  ew* 
rency  of  any  Money  in  this  Town  except  siwfcb  as 
should  be  coined  in  the^Mint  here.  It  seems,  how^^ 
ever,  that  the  Ordinance  was  not  observed,  for,  by 
a  Writ  of  that  day,  the  Mayor  and  Aldertnen  wefe 
commanded  to  enforce  it«f. 

Their  authority  not  proving  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  Thomas  de  Brantyngham,  Treasurer  of 
Calais,  and  Henry  de  Brisele,  Master  of  the  Mints 
there,  were  appointed  to  make  search j  as  well  ia  the 
Town  as  in  the  Port,  and  to  cut  all  Money,  eiiieept 
of  the  said  Mint,  wheliher  of  England  or  of  Oth^r 
parts,  as  they  should  find  within  eight  days  after 
Proclamation- had  been  made  *'.   •        '«  :  ^  ^' 

On  the  first  of  March,  in  the  same  year,  it  was 
ordained,  that  all  persons  who  should  import  g66ds 
into  the  Port  of  Calais  should,  for  every  siack  df 
wool,  and  so  in  proportion  for  ^tber  goods^  brirtg 
five  Shillings  in'  weight' of  fine  Gold,  or  other  Bul- 
lion of  Gold  or  Siker,  to  the  Mint.  This  Ordi^ 
nance  seems  to  have  been  misundeihstood ;  for; 'till 
the  l^h  of  the  same  month,  an  Explanation  of  it 
was  published  by  Prodamation ;  from  which  it  Bp* 
pears  not  to  have  been  the  King's  intention  to  sub- 
ject tlie  m^rchaikdize  of .  Foreigners  to  this  resjtrjc- 

• 

'  Rot.  Franc.  37  E.  HI.  m.  ?1.  March  3. 

I?  Rot.  Franc.SZE.  III.  m»  10.  May.ia5 

h  Rot.  Franc.  37  E.I  U.  m.  H.June  W.  .  rr 


tipn^  but  only  such  wool,  &c.  a»  should  be  brought 
in  tfom  England^  or  any  other  part  of  his  domiakuis  ^ 

13^*  Guater  de  Barde,  Master-  of  the  Mint  in 
the  Tbwer  of  London,  haviog  muiertaken  to  coin  the 
King's  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver^  here,  of  the^me 
weight  and  allay  as  the  Money  of  the  said  Tower^ 
acoordtng  to  the  terms  of  his  Indenture,  tbevefore 
the  King  appointed  him  to  be  Master  of  this  Miat^. 

1365.  It  seems  probable  that  De  Bande  never 
entered  upon  the  office,  notwithstandio^  this  ap- 
pointment ;  for,  in  the  next  year,  Tbonras  Kyug 
having  undertakai  to  coin  Money  here  of  the^saine 
stan^rd  as  that  just  mentioned,  according  to  an  Ida^. 
denture  between  the  King  and  Henry  Bryseie,  the 
King  committed  to  him  the  office  of  Master  of  the 
Mints  iu'tbis  plpce,  on  the  1st  of  July»;,to  exexciae 
it  according  to  the  form  of  tbe  aforesaid  Indenture^. 

On  the  26ih  of  the  same  month  Proclamation  was 
made  to  forbid  the  Eicchange  of  Mooej^  here,  either 
openly  or  secretly,  with  any  but  known  Merchants™. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  yeai»  aii  Assay  was  ordered 
to  be  made  of  the  Money  which  Ky  ng  had  coined 
ia  lifis  Mint-^ 

1^66.  The  appointment  of  Gaatep  dq  Barde  to 
theoffiee  of  Master  of  these  Mints. wal»  repeated  in 
nearly  the  same  terms  as  tjbat  of  .13£^,^.  ,lt  jsto  be 
presumed  that  Kyng  was  then  remav€(}  frjOm .  the 
office. 

Oatbe  20th  of  March,  in  the  year  136S,  William 

i  Rot.  Frai^c.  38  £.  IIL  m.  13.  March  1  and  16. 
It  Rot.  Franc.  38  E.  III.  m.  17.  April  1. 
1  Rot.  Franc.  39  E.  III.  m.  9.  July  l. 

m  Rot  Franc.  39  E.  III.  in.  r.  July  ^6. 
"  Rot.  Franc.  39  E.  III.  m.  %  Jan.  20. 
o  Rot. Franc.  40  E.  IJI.  m,  4. 


de  Guntborp,  Clerky  Treaaiirer  •  lef '  Calab^  \was -ap^- 
puinted  Receiver  of  all  Profits  which  shouM  :9TiM 
from  the  Mitits  in  this  place^  *  uxid^r  ,the.  sup^^mon 
and  oontroul  of  the  Mayor ;  but  to  siccount  to  %h» 
Ki&g  for  the  same  P.  /.  ^   ^  .    ,. 

Bardettus  de  Malepilys^  of  Florence,i  waa  appoii)!^ 
Mailer  of . these  Mmtsiin  ti»eyearl37l,  for^tbeaaDcie 
reason,  and  nearly  in  the  same  termsi  as.  Baucde^i^  ap^ 
pointineni;  in  1566^; 

In  four  days  after  theidateof  his  appointment  911 
IndentmB  was.  made  between  the  King  and  him,  fof 
Monies  to  be  coined  her^^  accorchog  to  the  Inden*- 
tnre  of  the  King's,  25th  ryear^  1373 '.  This  ]n4en<^ 
ture  was  repeated  in  the  foilowiug  year  ^. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1375,  John  de  MaansfeM 
was  made  Excbaoger  and  Assay er  of  the  Mint  here, 
with  all  things  belonging  to  the  said  office,  as  others 
had  held  it,  at  the  usual  wagies,  &c.  ^ 

William  Byremyti,  Clerk,  Treasurer  of  Calais, 
was  appointed  Reoeiver  of  the  Profits  of  the  Mints^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  William  de  Gunthprp  in 
1368  «, 

In  the  next  year,  1376,  William  Byremyn,  War- 
den of  thisMinty  Was  ordered  to  take  in  future  no 
more  than  thfeeShillings^  of  Sterlings,  for  the  King^s 
Seignorage,  from  ^very  Pound  of  pure  GoM  worked 
here,  notwithstanding  that  four  Shillings  used  to  b^ 
taken,  in  conformity,  with  a  former  Ordinance  ^  aad 
the  Warden  was  to  be  exonerated  in  his  accounts 

P  Rot.  Franc.  42  E.  III.  m.  ft. 

q  Rot.  Franc.  45  E.  III.  m.  14. 

T  Claus.  45  E.  III.  m.  97.  dors. 

s  Claus.  46  £.  III.  m.  18  dors. 

t  Rot.ft'anc.  49E.  UI.  m.  13.  July  14.  a  Id.  Sept.  6, 
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for  the  loss' df  tw^lfe  Fen^e  in  the  Poond  of  pure 

'At''^i«  tbne 'Ricbaitl  Lyons,  Merdiant  of  Lon* 
doii,  'Wbb  convicted  of  offences  against  the  Moneyage 
of  this  place,  and  lost  his  franchise  of  the  City  of 
Londoli,  his  office  of  Privy  Counsellor,  his  lands, 
&c. ;  ahd  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  during 
the  King's  pleasure*. 

In  1378  Gautro  Barde,  as  Master  of  this  Mint, 
charged  himself  with  having  received  divers  articles 
belonging  to  the  Mint,  in  exoneration  of  Henry  de 
Brusdeye,  then  C'ustos  Cunagii  y. 

Ou'theiifOth'of  July,  1393,  Richard  Clytherowe 
was  Appointed  Exchanger  and  Assayer  of  this  Mint 
during  pleasure^  with  ^e  usUal  wages  ';  and  in  the 
liext  year,  1394>  the  Treasul^r  was  directed  to  pay^ 
the  wages,  as  they  should  become  due  *. 

Two  years  after  this,  139^^  John  Feld  had  a  Grant 
^  the  same  oiflices  during  bis  gb6d  behaviour  ;  and 
^e  Treasurer  of  Calais  was  commanded  to  pay  bim 
tb^  Usual  wages  every  year,  taking  his  acquittance 
for  die  same  ^ 

'   In  tfbe  leth  year  of  Hent-y  V.,   142^,  May  3, 
S^dib  Shaft  was    appointed  to  the'  same  offioea 

dinging  pleasure  *^. 

On  thf$i:Tfotiowing  day  Rfcbard  Bc^Leliand,  Trea- 
surer of  Calais,  had  a  Grant  of  the  office  of  R^ 
ceiver  of  the  Profits  of  these  Mints,  in  the  same 
itfSntier  ^s  Gunthoi^  had  it  in  1398  ;  and  he  was 

w  Rot.  Franc.  50  E.  III.  m.  7.  Nov.  6. 
X  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.11,  p.  323.  y  See  Ap])endix. 

z  Claus.  18  Rill.  m..l3,  where  the  appointment  is  recited, 
a  Id.  Nov.  8.  b  Rot.  Fi-anc.  20  R.  11.  m.  6.  Feb.  23. 

«:  Rot.  Franc.  10  H.  V.  m.  3.  May  3.  ' 
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«k(r  appointed  Keeper  «f.il^  Kisg^s  Dim  ftxr  his 
Mints  here  during  pleasure.  He  was  to  giv^  a  ftMii^ 
fnl  account^  and  to  answer  to  theriLimy  nMfer  the 
inapeotion  and  contr(M:il  of  the  Escbatif^  «mI  Attr 
sayer**.  ' 

Ifi  the  first  year  of  Henry: YJ.,  142^9  the  KlNfiet 
of  the  D^  in  the  Tower  of  London.  [Henry  Somer] 
was  commanded  by  Writ  to  deliver  to  the  sai4  Ri^ 
T3h«d  fiokeknd^  as  Warden  and  Receiver^  Cum^ii^* 
for  the  Mints  in  this  Town  ^. 
..On  the  let  of  October  in  thie  same  year,  bnt 
without  any  intimation  of  the  preirious  removal  ^ 
Bi»keland  from  his  offices,  JoKn  Kemptey  was^dp^ 
pointed  Receiver  and  Keeper  of  the  Dies  s ;  ^d  «t 
the  same  time  Jaeob  Shaft  was  Te^ppointed  to  the 
offices .  of  Exchan^r  and  Assayer,  as  in  the  yetp 
1409*^.  -   <  \^ 

By  vLdtters  Patent,  beaming  date  July  US  io  t^e 
$d  year  of  Henry  VI^  H^S^  the  proits  arising  Irpqi 
this  Mint  were,  together  with  other 'duties^  granted 
to  the  Trec»5ur^  and  Victualler  of  Calais,  ^o  b^  by 
them  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  expeni^ -of 
providing  victuals  and  other  things  belon^ng  ;to 
their  offices^  and  to  the  payment  of  t^^  soldiers 
there.  This  Grant  was  to  continue  in  focee  for  .five 
years  from  the  1 1  th  of  November  foHdwingi     •  i  <  * 

d  Rot.  Fraoc.  10  H.  V.  m.  S.  May  4. 

e, According  to  Da  Cange^  Cunagli»m  mewossk  "  tr^utum  jffo 
impressione  typi  exsolveDdum/'  This^  I  presume,  bad  been  paid 
to  the  Watrden  of  the  Mint  in  the  Towerj»  and  was  therefore  to 
be  returned  by  him  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mint,  to  which  it  pro- 
perly belonged.  f  CI.  1  H.  VI.  m.  16. 

S  Rot.  Frame,  1  |i.  YI.  m.  20.  Oct.  1.  ^  The  appointmeiit  is  said 
to  be  the  same  as  Bokeland's  in  1409.  *  Id. 

VOL.  IV.  I  I 
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This  Patent  does  not  appear  upon  the  printed 
Rolls  of  this  year,  but  i&  recited  in  the  eighth  of  the 
same- King,  when  the  titne,  which  was  then  expired, 
was  extended  until  a  certain  $um  should  be  received, 
on  account  of  the  duty  on  Wool,  one  of  the  things 
granted,  having  proved  deficient  from  a  murrain  ^ 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1437,  ^^le  King  appointed, 
by  Letters  Patent,  Giles  Seyntlowe,  Arm^.  Comp- 
troller of  his  Town  of  Calais,  and  of  the  Mint  there, 
and  the  Marches  thereof,  in  person  only,  during 
pleasure,  with  wages,  &c.  as  of  old  time.  These 
Letters  being  found  not  valid,  because  the  quantity 
of  the  wages,  and  the  hands  from  which  they  were 
to  "be  received,  were  not  expressed,  therefore  the 
said  Oiles  surrendered  them  into  Chancery,  and 
the  King  granted  to  him  the  said  office  again,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  from  the  aforesaid  20th  of 
May ;  to  be  held,  by  himself  or  deputy,  during 
good  behavioar,  at  forty  Pounds  per  annuniy  which 
be  was  to  receive  from  the  King's  Custom  of  eight 
Pence  for  every  Sack  of  Wool,  &c.  carried  out  of 
^e  town« 

At  the  same  time  the  office  of  Assayer  of  this 
Mint  was  granted  to  him,  upon  the  same  terms,  with 
thi3  usual  fees.  The  Collectors  of  the  Customs  were 
commanded  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  former  office  K 

In  the  year  144*2  John  Langton  was  appointed 
Receiver  and  Keeper  in  the  same  manner  as  Boke- 
land  had  been  in  1409  ;  and  with  such  wages  as 
Robert  Whitingham^  who  lately  held  those  offices, 
had  received  K 

'  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  IV.  p.  340. 
k  Rot.  Franc.  16  H.  VI.  m.  7.  Nov.  19. 
•    1  Rot.  Franc.  20  H.  VL  m.  21.  Jan.  19. 


\ 

\ 
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Giles  Seintlo:^€  again  resigned,  his  Paltent .  ilito 
Chancery  in  the  year  1444^  and  the  King  grants 
to  him  a  new  one,  by  which  he  and  Williiain  Wewer 
were  appointed  to  the  oflices  of  Comptroller  aad 
Assayer  of  this  Mint  ™. 

On  the  l6thof  May  in  the  following  year,  144S9 
Letters  Patent  were  granted  to  John  Langton,  Olerfc, 
and  Walter  Aumener,  appointing  them  Wardens  awj 
Receivers  of  this  Mint,  and  bf  all  the  King's  Profits 
belonging  or  appertaining  to  all  the  Money  qoined 
therein,  and  also  Keepers  of  the  Dies.  By  them- 
selves or  deputies  for  life,  and  to  the  longer*  liVer, 
with  all  houses  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  said 
offices.  The  wages  tp  be  the  same  as  Robert  Whit- 
itigham  had  received,  i.«.  twenty  Vounds  per^  iBLrmum 
for  himself,  and  twelve  Pence  a  day  for  his  Clerkj 
out  of  the  first  Money  that  should  arise  from  this 
Mint  "*  ,  :      : 

Upon  the  surreilder  of  these  Letters  Patent  it^t^ 
Chancery,  in  the  neict  year,  1446,  the  King  ap- 
pointed Richard  Vernon  and  the  aforesaid  Walter 
Aumener  to  the  said  offices,  for  their  joint  and  sepa- 
rate lives,  on  the  term^  above  recited  *>. 

Giles  Seynclowe  was  agadn  appointed  Exchanjger 
«Lnd  Assayer  of  this  Mint  on  thesist  of  March  143^9 
by  a  Writ  directed  to  the  Treiasurer.  He  was  to 
receive  the  usual  wages  from  the  6th  of  Novenaber, 
1449  P.  This  fresh  Grant  was  probably  occasioned 
by  the  death  or  resignation  of  Wever, 

,  m  Rot.  Franc.  23  H.  VI.  m.  12.  Sept.  20.  The  Close  Roll  calls 
the  latter  of  these  persoi^  Ralph  Wevir,  and  says  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  for  life.     [CI.  23  H.  VI.  m.  1 7.  Sept.  20.] 

"  I  have  not  found  this  entry,  but  it  is  recited  in  the  Roll 
next  following.  »  Rot.  Franc.  25  H.  VI.  m.  20.  Sept.  1. 

P  CI.  36  H.  VI.  m.  39.  Nov.  24.  '     "  '       \ 

tl2 
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• 

In  1453'therever«idriof  diebfiices  <if  Comptroller 
of'^O^inis  and  of  the  'Miiyt  wks  granted  to  John 
H^^wet^  t^'be  ]^rfoniy6d  by  hitnself  or  bid  deities. 
He  Uftas>  td-  havey  bold^  and  becupy  the '^  me  as  soon 
as  either  of  the  said  offices  should  beoo«ne  vacant  by 
death,  or  sbouM  'otherwise  come  into  the  King's 
iiands.  They  were  to  be  held  by»him  fijr  life>  at 
the  Qsiial  wages^  &c.';  all  Gffts^ .  Grants,  &c.  fmm 
the  King  to  the  said  John,  and  all  Statutes^  &a  not* 
withstanding  <  v 

He  does  not,  however,  appear  to  hav6  prolkedl  by 
fbfs  reversionary  Grant ;  for,  in  the  50tb  year  of 
Henry 'VI.,  146l>  RichairdWhetebiH  was  appointed 
to  both  t^ose  offices  ■*.  It  Is  hot  specified  in  the  Re^ 
cord  by  whose  death  or  resignation  the  offices  were 
then  vacstnt,  so  that  it  c4imot  be- discovered  whether 
He^et  ever  enjoyed  tJiem.  * 

In  14^0  Robert  Bishop  of  Ros^  was  Master  ctf 
this  Mint,  as  well  as  of  that  in  London  "• 

Sdoti  after  the  accession  of  Edward  IV.  the  ap- 
pointment of  Whetrfiill' was  renewed  ^ 

No  .Coins  of  that  Monarch,  struck  in  this  Mint, 
ar^  known  to  exist ;  ^'that  rt  is  probable  it  was  not 
wotked  after  the  feign  of  Heni^  VI.  ^     ! 

The  Town  !i/^as  retaken  from  the  Efiglidi^  by  the 
French,  in  the  year  1558.     //^    ,         ,  , 


;, 


The  earlfest  notice  of  tlm  Exchange  oecurs,  jn 

1570,  more  than  twenty  years  after  the  establish- 

• 

q  Rot.  Franc.  31  H.  VL  m.2.  July^  12^  where  the  appomtment 
is  recited.  .  ^  ,  ,  r    .    ,  , 

r  CI.  39  H.  VI.  m.  3.  Jan.  18. '    ,          *  See  London  MiAt* 
t  CI.  IE. IV.  m. 21.  July 26.  '    "    '  '"' 
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ment  ^yfthe  Mint  byEiJiirslrdillL,  immitdmtelf^  «tfter 
his  eonquest  of  tjbe  Towtn^  t  /  In  that  year^  whinb  *wfis 
his  44th,  he  commit^  the  office  of  Exchanges  ^( 
to  John  de  Leycester  of  JUondom,  during  pl^a^ureiJIi 
tile  same  manner  as  others  had  held  the'.3aidi^ofl[ie^ 
afore-'time,  with  the  a^caiBtomed  wages  and  fees^^^.  [ 

The  appointments  of  various  other  persbns  t^  jthis 
office  may  be  seen  in  the  account  of  the  Miatihere^ 
under  the  years  1375i  IS76,  1S93>  139^,  and  1409?.? 

From  the  Act  of  Resumption  in  the  fourth  year 
of  Edward  I  v.,  14^3,  it  appears  that  William  HWte- 
clyf^  the  King's  Physician,  ^and  Moreys  BurghiU, 
Eaq.  had  the  office'  of  ^the  Change  here,  and  aIsoJt|f 
that  within  the  realni'  of  England,  ^^  towaixi  sfiFaing^f 
parties;  yielding  thereof  ^o  the  King  yearly  mWi.^ 
as  it  was  la  ten  tof  ferm^ldeforn,  and  xii*  over  of  e^i^' 
crese  by  yere  ;"  to  which  .  they » were  i appointed  »¥f 
Letters  Patent,  dated  on  t^e  ^2d  of  Mal*ch  ^.       i 

•  .aee  .rou£N«  .     -,  ^     ■     •     ...j 

BIEPI^B  MINT, 


f    ^ 


This  place,  and  tbeTfeWn  K>f  Lillebone,  botb  m  7/uJji,;t^ 
Norttiandy,  dispute  the  ciaiiii'to  a  Mint  Chichi  ap-  ^  ^>^,^^ 
pears  upon  a  Coin  of  William  !•     It  reads  ii!pon  thfe  r: 
Reverse  ivliobina,  which,  according  to  Cluverius  *, 
is  Dieppe,  but  accordfng  to  L*Abbey,  Lislebon.  The  ^7*^''*^'**^ 
latter  place  has  the  preference  in  Dr.  Ducarera  Con->/? 

u  Rot.  Franc.  44  E.  III.  m.  9.  Sept.  6.  «/ikH^ .      ^^[^  .vt*  /^ivp^  ^t/^^ 
w  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  V.  p.5^9.  .  '.^c^  A.^%^^  4*..  <;^-.w- 
«  lotrodqctio  in  universam  Geographiain>  P*  70,      .   '     • 
yL'Abbei  Concilia,  torn.  X.  p.  396.^    ^^    ^     4^i^.u^4p^^^^-^5^ 
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jecture ;  but  for  that  preference  he  has  not  assigned 
any  reason^^ 

EAUSSE    OR   EUSE   MINT,    IN    GASCONY. 

On  a  Coin  of  King  Edward  III.  is  found  the 
letter  e,  which  is  supposed,  by  Dr.  Ducarel,  to  mean 
this  Town,  situated  in  the  Provi^ice  of  Gascony  *. 

I  know  not  whether  it  possessed  the  privilege  of 
coining  at  so  early  a  period  ;  b/Ut,  in  the  eighth  year 
of  Henry  V.,  1 420,  John  Basin,  Burgess  of  Cande- 
bec,  was  appointed  Warden  of  the  Mint  in  this 
place ^,  without  any  intimation  that  it  was  then 
newly  established. 

iiVEEUX   EXCHANGE,    IN    NORMANDY; 

see    ROUEN. 

MINT    IN    GUISSEN    CASTLE. 

King  Edward  III.,  in^  the  year  1377,  granted  to 
his  son  John  King  of  Castile  and  Leon,  Duke  of 
Lancaster,  the  privilege  of  coining  in  this  Castle,  or 
in  the  City  of  Bayonne  ^. 

Guissen,  whose  modern  name  I  am  unable  to 
trace,  was  situated  about  two  leagues  and  an  half 
Eist  from  Bayonne,  on  the  North-east  bank  of  the 
Bidouze,  in  Beam  ^. 

LA  GUN    MINT. 

King  Henry  IIL,  in  the  12th  year  of  his  reign, 
X228,   ordered  Henry  de  Trubevill,   Seneschal  of 

z  Series  of  Anglo-GaHick  Coins,  p.  2. 
a  Series  of  Anglo-Gallick  Coins^  p.  93. 
b  Rot.  Norm.  8  H.  V.  pt.  3.  m.  8.  dors.  March  8. 
c  See  Bayonne  Mint. 

d  Janson*8  Map  of  Le  Pais  de  Beam.     Novus  Atlas  Amstelo- 
dami,  folio,  1658. 
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Gascony,  to  coin  his  Money  of  Bourdeaux,  accord- 
ing to  the  standard  and  weight  of  Tours,  at  his 
Town  of  Lagun,  or  his  Town  de  Regula,  las  he 
might  think  most  expedient  ®.. 

Lagun  is,  perhaps,  what  is  now  called  Langon,  a 
small  Town  upon  the  Garonne,  in  Guienne  ^ 

Regula,  now  La  Reole,  is  also  situated  upQn  the 
Garonne  s. 

LILLEBONE   MINT;     See   DIEPPE    MINT, 
LIMOGES    MINT,    IN    GUIENNE. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  by  positive  evi- 
dence, that  this  Town  ever  possessed  a  Royal  Mint, 
although  the  Earls  of  Brittany  coined  here  at  the  bcr 
ginning  of  the  14th  century  ^. 

There,  however,  exists  a  Writ  of  the  year  I362, 
directed  to  the  Seneschal  and  Judges  of  this  pla^e ; 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  some  of  the  King's  Wbrk- 
men  and  Moneyers  had,  at  times,  refused  to  work  in 
his  Mints,  and  had  worked  in  those  which  were  pro- 
hibited. It  was  therefore  commanded  that  all  the 
Workmen  and  Moneyers  should  be  held  to  work  in 
the  King's  Mint  whenever  it  should  be  necessary^ 
and  should  be  compelled  thereto,  by  seizing  their 
bodies  and  goods,  or  by  any  other  way  or  manner 
more  expedient ;  and  that  they  should  be  enjoined 
to  abstain  from  such  refusal  in  future,  and  never  to 
serve  in  the  prohibited  Mints.  If  they  disobeyed 
this,  they  were  to  be  punished  so  severely  that  others 
might  be  deterred  *. 

e  Pat.  12  H.  III.  m.  2.  August  2. 

f  Pucarel's  Anglo-Gallick  Coins,  p.  10,  note  p.       g  Id.  note  q. 

h  Ducarel's  Anglo-Gallick  Coins,  p.  61. 

i  Rot.  Vase.  36  £.  III.  m.  23.  June  20. 
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'  FM>tn  this  Writ  T  6ho«iid  presume  that  Bdwardl 
If  I.  had  n  Mint  here;  otherwise  it>  would  not  have 
been  specially  directed  to  the  Magistrates  of  this 
City  alone. 

MfNT   IN   VILLA   DE   MEDICINO. 

.  In  the  year  1340  Edward  III.  (finding'  it  to  be 
expedient  and  necessary,  for  the  advantage  of  him- 
self and  his  Subjects  in  part  of  his  Duchy  of  Aqui- 
tain,  that  Money  should  be  coined  in  this  Town  ^) 
commanded  the  Seneschal  of  Gascony  and  the  Con- 
stable  of  Bourdeaux  to  appoint  Moneyers  and  other 
Artificers  and  Ministers  suflicient  and  fit  for  making 
such  Money  \ 

'     ■'  PARIS   MINT. 

As  Henry  VL  kept  possession  of  this  City  during 
jth^firat  thirteei>  or  fourteen  years  of  his  reign,  It  is 
.probable' that  a  great  deal  of  Money,  of  Gold^  Sil- 
ver, laod  of  mixed  Metal^  wsis  coined  here ;  but  it  is 
rtetnarkable  tbat  only  two  pieces,  and  they  Billon,  or 
Iwe  Coi9s,,have  hitherto  been  discovered  with  the 
ntH^n^  ^fi  this  City  as  the  place  of  Mintage.  Thejr 
»fy(Qfc$^Ued  by  f^e  Blanc  a  Double  Parisis  and  a  Denier 
Par^i«"*,  .  .   , 

t  b-    f  PplCTI^I^S   :^INT. 

>r.  In  Xbis  .City^  whicb  is  the  Capital  of  Poitou,  it  is 
(tOfboipr^i^med  those  Coipsof  Richard  I.  were  struck 
which  bear  upon  the  Reverse  pictaviensis,  to  de- 
^igi|ate;them.a8.  the  Money  of  t)iat  Earldom  ;  for  it 

^y'lliVL  dt  Medicino.  The  situation  of  this  place  has  hitherto 
c^d66'all  ]-escar6fa.    Dr.  Ducarel  fixes  it  at  Mesin.  -  But  query  ? 

1  Rot.  Vase.  14  £.  III.  m.  4. 

n  See  his  Plate;  p.  944.  Accoildingto  Naultin  (b»  quoted  by 
Dr.  Ducai%i^tfie  ^rmer  of  thde  was  struck  in  1424,  and  the 
latter  in  144*.^''i[%yrier  of  AngloJGani<sk'Coii»,p^^  . 
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ift  {probable  that ,  be biinidl. ei;eiTiaedii|ere  tth^t^  ^^ 
foge  which. his  nephew Otlu)  doiibftle^Bf  de^iy,^  frpif 
him,  when  he  received  a  Grantofj  theJE^ldoffJif^ 
Poitou.  That  Earl,  being  in  his  Castle  Q|,]N|pi]^ 
stereulbouin,  in  jthe  jear  U99,  Jthe  last^  year  of 
Bichard  I.,  or  the  fii;at .  of  John,  granted  to  a  cer- 
tain  person  tb^i office  of  cqtting  the  Motieyih  the 

Mint  of  this  Town  ^.  J        r       i,  " 

Coins  of  Edward  the  Black  Pnnce  Have  the  letter 
p  upon  them,  which  Pr,  DucareL  with  reasoii,  sup- 
poses to  be  intended  for  this  place,  the  Earldom  of 
Poitou  having  been  granted  to  hijn  by  his  father, 
amongst  other  lands,  &c.  **  ,  * 

LA    REOLE   MINT*;     OTC  LAGUN. 

In  the  year  1^360  Pfeter  Bat^ille,  Mtt«tei«*g^fifB*airtif 
the  King's  Monies 'of  Gold,  Sfflver,  ahd^'Wlterif  n|i" 
this  Town,  whi6h  if  the  CapiiSsfl  bf'^Aiiriis/'Wasior. 
dained  to  oversee  aiid  diHecf  th^i^aid'Moiiiki^  wid*) 
change  the  Standard  aiid  G^iiis;'  for  the- Kind's ^flfc4- 
vantage,  as  often  as  it  should  sTcleitiein^dieM  tb'^lltte 
King's  Council  establish^A  h^re;*'  He  W^'to  teM 
this  office  during  pleasure,  with  the  usual  v/^g^.'  *^l 

At  the  s^me  time  Coliri  Ga^H^fd  was  appointed  to 
the  office  of  Weigher^of  the  liin^^s  Monies  het^  of 
every  kind,  during  '^rea§drie,\tith''Ae^'^kKni*dfte 
emolutnerits,P/  »     -  «!    ^i        ,,     v -1  iOirfw 

At  the  latter  end  oP  thi^  >^rgn  thef*Kticfi51^«J^iit 
themselve?  ^  under  the  obedience  of  tl^e  K,ii:^  of 
France,  on  ooaftdition.jthatTT-rr-rrT — ,^^[^4  ^"[Stliftl^ptfce 

II  Holinahei  vol.  ll.;p.  150,  .    /       n      .    ,    /(  .  <  a^8   n 
o  Ducarel,  p^23,  r«>f(priDg>to  Jlyiper,  top?.  Y+I.  p^3?§j^  ^^^^     ^, 
F  Rot.  Qrieii.  SiiJEwIII.  ptilf  %,$.  jQct-^^^^wid  ^jp.   '*  , 
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Town  should  be  allowed  a  Mint^  with  liberty  to  coin 
Florins^,  and  black  and  white  Money,  with  the  same 
aUoy  and  fbnn  as  those  of  Paris."  « 

ROUEN    MINT,    IN   NORMANDY. 

Monsieur  de  Boze  has  ascribed  two  Coins  of  this 
Mint  to  William  I.  of  England ' ;  and  Dr.  Ducarel 
has  placed  them  at  the  head  of  his  Series  of  Anglo- 
Gallick  Coins  ^  But  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove 
that  they  were  coined  after  he  ascended  the  Throne 
of  England  ;  or,  to  speak  more  strictly,  the  evidence 
proves  the  direct  contrary,  as  the  Coins  have  not  on 
them  the  title  of  King.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be 
admitted  into  the  Series  of  Anglo-Gallick  Money. 

Stow,  under  the  year  1419,  says.  King  Henry  V., 
the  rather  to  relieve  this  oppressed  City  (which  had 
sofl^ed  so  much  during  his  besieging  it),  ordained 
the  same  to  be  the  chief  Chamber  of  all  Normandy; 
and  ordained  his  Exchequer,  his  Treasury,  and  hi9 
Coiiiage  to  be  kept  in  the  same  K 

From  a  Regulation  of  the  Coins,  dated  on  the  12th 
of  January  in  this  year,  it  appears  that  Money  was 
at  that  time  struck  here,  and  that  John  Boindon  and 
Robert  Deboymaire  were  Wardens  of  this  Mint  '*. 
^  There  wa?  another  Regulation  of  the  Coins  of  this 
Mint  on  the  first  day  of  February  ^. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  Jqhn  Courel,  son  of  Lau- 
rens Courel,  late  Assayer  of  this  Mint,  was  appointed 

q  Frois8art*s  Chronicle,  Johnes's  edition,  vol.  11.  p.  125. 

r  Plate  XXVI. 

»  P.  1,  and  Plate  I.  Nos  1  and  2  5  and  has  also  given  another, 
Plate  VIII.  No  99. 

t  Annals,  London,  1592,  as  quoted  in  Dr.  DucareFs  "  Tour 
through  Normandy,**  p.  10. 

w  Rymer,  Foedera,  vol.  IX.  p.  847.  "^  Id.  p.  860. 


IK   imiTAIK   AKD  ITS   D^PEND^KCIKB.         491 

t6  that  office  during  pkasure^  with  the  usual  fces^ 
privileges^  &c.* 

In  the  next  year,  14^0,  Gociin  Dureaume^ 
Changeur  and  Merchant  of  this  Town,  was  ordered 
to  coin  certain  Monies  here  with  the  new  title  of 

HiERES  FRANCIi^y.  .' 

If  the  Author  of  a  curious  MS.  which  is  preserved 
in  the  Cotton  Library  be  correct,  then  Henry  VL 
also  coined  here.  But  it  does  not  appear  on  what 
grounds  he  determines  the  Coin,  of  which  he  has 
given  a  drawing,  to  have  issued  from  this  Mint  ^. 

EXCHANGE   AT   ROUEN. 

In  the  year  1420,  Peter  Edomart,  Burgess  of 
Caen,  was  appointed  to  hold  the  office  of  Exchange 
in  Rouen,  Caen,  and  Constantyn  (now  Coutai^ce)  ^ 
and  the  Treasurer  of  Normandy  was  to  agree  with 
him  how  much  he  was  to  pay  to  the  King  ibr  the 
said  office*.  .   ,     .      , 

In  1421  Roger  Mustel  had  the  same  appointment 
ibr  Rouen^  Caen,  and  Evreux  ^  ;  as  had  also  John 
leGris  in  the  following  year,  1422^.  .    ' 

SAINT   SEVER    MINT. 

It  appears,  from  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  that  at 
some  period,  probably  not  very  long  before  1347  or 
1348,  James  de  James  had  been  appointed  to  the 
offices  of  Warden  and  Assayer  of  the  Mint  of  St. 

X  Rot.  Norm.  7  H.  V.  pt.  1.  m.  81.  dors.  March  30. 
y  Rymer,  Foedera,  vol.  IX.  p.  920,  June  \6, 
z  Ducarel,  p.  43,  note  g.      The  MS.  is  classed  under  Tiberhis 
D.  11. 

a  Rot.  Norm.  8  H,  V.  pt.  3.  m.  9.  dors.  March  6. 
b  Rot.  Norm.  9  H.  V.  m.  32.  dors.  June  8. 
c  Rot.  Noim.  10  H.  V.  m.  14.  dors.  August  28. 


4^i  H.AOtlt  09  MlKTi  A«A  £K0HAI9«M 

Sevdr  in  Gaseoiiy ;  thM  b^  wan  then  >dead ;  amd  thit 
his  brother,  Willmm  de  Jbmes,  petitioned  ^  that- the 
said  offices  might  be  grant^  to  him  for  his  life.  It 
does  not  app^r  whether  his  petition  were  granted 
or  not  **. 


♦  • » 


SAINT   LO    MINT,   IN    NORMANDY- 

.  In  the  year  1419.Greffinet,Chemin  v^as  appointed 
Moneyer  in  this  Mint «. 

The  R^ul^tions  for  the  Money  of  Normandy, 
which  were  made  in  the  following  year,  were  di- 
rected to  the  Wardeiis  of  the  TVlint  in  this*  place,  on 
{he  l8th  of  April,  sltid  on  ffee'iStft  6f  Jmne^      J 

'  In  the  Mme  ye&t  this  M\M  "^as  >CM[)[fnitted  td 
John'  Mkrceur,  to  makd  Mmi^y  therein,  ae^orditig 
to  the  above-mentioned  Regulations ;  and  tbeoffioe 
of  Moneyer  was  gi^eiv^o  Jobiii  fe  >  Chou  and  others ; 
Bimiis  P^gin  wM.  fippointed  .45fayer,  a/id  C^in 

1421.  In  the  year  following,  authQritjy  was  given 
to  the  Treasurer  of  Normandy  to  put  the  new  Mo- 
ney, made  here,  as  often  aTit  should  be  coined,  into 
bags  or  chests^  and  JtoA,^kf^h^  ^^ame  to  the  Castle  of 
Cadomum,  there  to  be  kept  safe  ;  and  the  Officers 
ofihe  Mint  WeVe  com matiflid' til  b^  obi^di^At  in^at 
resi)ect°,  ...     .  i    ..  ..;.  ^.  -.^ 

TOURS   MINT.  I  «  - 

A  Petit  Denigr;Toiirw>ia.of  Henry ,y..p.ryi^:ha? 
on  the  Reverse  TVRONVS  civis,  to  sbew^thait  it- was 

d  Rolls  of  P^liament,  vol.  IT.  p.  209. 

^  Rof .  Norm.  7  M.  V:  pt.i^c'  mt  40.  doH.  January  ^ 

'  Rymer^  Poedera>  vol. IX.  pp.888  and 9^.      -'      <    .   ;:  -  . 

h  Rot.  Norm.  9  H.  V.  m.  39.  dors. 
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Struck  in  this  City,  wbiob  is  the  Capital  qf  X9t^j^ 
ittfaie^in the  ProYiiice of  Orleannois ^  * 


FLANDERS.  "  •  '^ 


ANTWERP. 

Edward  III.  coined  Money  her^^bout  133^,' wiften 

Casjle  of  Louvain,  in'auaHtyDf 
Lieutenant  to  the  Einpet'or  v 


he  resided. at  the 
Vicar  General  and 


/. 


i  ■ ' 


BRUGES^    f^HJSJSTy    AND   I^RB* 

In  the  year  1346  ^Edward  IIJ[.  appointed i{]^rsoi^ 
to  coin  Nobles,.,  with  thwH^lf  aqd  Qu?^rter,|in 
these  Tawns*;  but  i  fc»pw.  wt  whether  t^p/J^ 
were  ever  set  to  work.,..^  ;i  L.^         ,.,.   .,,,^;^  ,  ,^  ,,^ 

Three  Groats  are  khbwn,  which  wef  13  s/tt^iltck  h^ 
by  Henry  VIII.  after  his  conquest  of  the*  ptaee^  ill 
the ^ear  1513^.         ■         >•  '   '  ■        '     *     . >;|i 

The  Mints'  at ,  Bri|p;i  wick 'and  .H^novef  C9me 
within  the  scope  of  this  work  from  the  Aocessioifi  of 
George  I.  to  the  Throjr\^  of  England  ^. 

^  Ducarers  Series  of  Aiigi6.G^nitJkCbiWt^.39f^   '      'i  A 
k  See  <he  AniMdi/   ^      -      i  .-  r  /  ^     i^i    )^r'<u\rdiiu} 
I  Pat.  ^0  £.  III.  pt.  1.  m.  19.     See  the  Annals  under  this 

year.  =;".  -  "•  -  .    :  .  >  -'.  -*!  i^ 

m  See  SiherCbltt^,  Plate  VIL  Nos  13/ 1«^  and  &llppti#ent, 

PM  II.  Plate  XII.  N^  9.  *-         .    />.  H   ^ 

n^  Spechnens  of  the  Coinii  aM  ghrcft  iq  thb  Btfpkmaat^  *S^tiU. 
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OF  PRIVY,  OR  MINT,  MARKS. 


"  IT  hath  been  usual  from  old  time  to  oblige  the 
Masters  and  Workers  of  the  Mint,  in  the  Indentures 
made  with  them,  *  to  make  a  Privy  Mark  in  all  the 
Money  that  they  made,  as  Well  of  Gold  as  of  Silver, 
so  that  another  time  they  might  know,  if  need 
were,  and  witte  which  Monf:ys  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
among  other  of  the  satne  Moneys,  were  of  their 
own  making  and  which  not.'^ 

*^^And  whereas,  after  every  Trial  of  the  Pix  at 
Westminster,  the  Masters  and  Workers  of  the 
Mint,  having  there  proved  their  Moneys  to  be  law- 
ful*  and  good,  were  immediately  intitled  to  receive 
their  quietus  linder  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  be  dis- 
charged from  all  sutes  or  actions  concerning  these 
Moneys,  it  was  then  usual  for  the  said  Masters  aiid 
Workers  to  change  the  Privy  Mark  before  used  for 
another,  that  so  the  Moneys  from  which  they  were 
not  discharged  might  be  distinguished  from  those 
for  which  they  had  already  received  their  quietus. 
Which  new  Mark  they  then  continued  to  stan^p 
upon  all  their  Moneys,  until  another  Trial  of  the 
Pix  gave  them  also  their  quietus  concerning  these.'* 

As  the  Pix  was  sometimes  tried  not  more  than 
once  in  several  years,  it  happened  that,  among  the 
pieces  which  are  dated  as  well  as  marked,  three  or 

a.  See  Indentiire  with  Lord  Hastings^  Master  and  Worker  to 
King  Edward  IV.    Archaeolo^ia^  vol.  XV.  p.  164. 
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toore  difierent  dates  are  sometimes  found  upon 
pieces  impressed  with  the  same  Mark,  and  again 
that  different  Marks  are  found  upon  pieces  bearing 
the  same  date  **. 

These  Marks  are  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
legend,  and  not  unfrequently  on  both  sides  of  the 
Coin,  where  the  piety  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  and  early 
Anglo-Norman  Monarchs  usually  fixed  the  sacred 
sign  of  the  Cross.  In  some  instances  these  Crosses 
are  accompanied  by  Points,  or  Pellets;  but  whe- 
ther for  any  particular  purpose  cannot  now  be 
ascertained. 

For  a  long  time  the  Annulet,  which  is  so  fre- 
quently to  be  found  within  the  inner  circle  of  the 
Reverse  of  Edward  the  Confessor's  Pennies  struck 
at  York,  was  thought  to  be  intended  for  a  Mank 
peculiar  to  that. Mint;  but  the  discovery  of  otber 
Coins  so  impressed,  in  the  Leicester  and  Linqoln 
Mints,  proves  that  supposition  to  be  without  foun* 
dation,  and  gives  cause  for  suspicion  that  the  other 
Marks,  which  sometimes  occur,  in  the  same  sitmi'^ 
tiop,  on  the  Coins  of  other  Monarchs,  may.  like- 
wise have  no  determinate  meaning. 

The  earliest  instance  where  the  Cross,  in  the 
legendary  circle,  has  been  superseded  by  any  other 
Mark,  occurs  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  III.  when 
its  place  was  supplied  by  a  Star,  either  alone  or 
pierced  over  a  Crescent. 

These  Marks,  however,  cannot,   I  presume^  be 
considered  as  Mint  Marks,  because  they  are  found  ^ 
upon  the  Coinage  of  a  great  variety  of  places,  dis- 
persed over  almost  the  whole  of  this  Island;  and 

b  Folkes's  Table  of  English  Coins,  p.  b8,  note  *. 
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they  do  not  even  designate  the  whole  of  those  pecu-*' 
liar  Coins  with  the  long  Cross,  upon  some  of  which 
only  they  are  found. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Coins,  which  were  struck  at 
Durham  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  afford  the 
earliest  specimens  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover 
of  these  diatinctive  marks ;  which  appear  also  upon 
Coins  of  the  same  Mint  in  the  following  reigns. 

TheMoney  of  Edward  III.  gives  the  first  instance 
of  a  Mint-mark  upon  the  Regal  Coins. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  the  Marks  began  to  be 
varied,  and  their  number  increased  very  rapidly  in 
that  of  Edward  IV.  A  great  variety  of  them  con- 
tinued to  be  used  so  late  as  to  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  and  they  were  not  entirely  disused  in 
the  time  of  his  Bon  and  successor.  , 
•  Mr.  Folkes  ascribes  the  discontinuance  of  them 
to  the  introduction  of  the  mill  and  screw,  by  which 
the  Coins  were  made  •^  with  far  greater  regularity 
and  exactness  than  beforfe,  in  consequence  of  which 
these  Marks  have  either  been  totally  laid  a^ide^  or 
such  only  have  been  used,  as  are  of  a  more  secret 
nature,  and  known  only  to  the  officers  and  engravers 
engaged  in  the  Coinage :  and  indeed  the  constant 
practice  that  has  ever  since  prevailed  of  dating  all 
Ibe  several  pieces,  has  rendered  all-  siich  Marks  of 
less  consequence  than  before.*'  ^ 

The  last  Trial  of  the  Pix  which  noticed  the  Privy 
Marks,  was  held  upon  the  p^th  of  July,  in  the  year 

c  Folkes's  Table  of  Silver  Coins^  p.  60,  note. 
^  Pollett*s  MS. 
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Letters  of  Reference  td  authorities  for  isome  of  the  Mint  Marks. 


A.  Plates  to  the  Annals. 

B.  Mr.  Partlet's  Plate  as  a  second 

part  of  the  Supplement  to  the 
Plates  in  the  Antiquaries  Edi- 
tion of  Folkes's  Tables; 

D.    Ducar^l's  Anglo-Gallic  Coins. 

F.    Folkes*8  Plates. 


FR.  Sir  C.  Frederick's  Plates  of  An- 
glo-Gallic Coins. 
L.     Leake. 

p.    Lord  Pembroke's.Plates. 
s.     Snelling. 
SI.   Si  mop's  Plates. 
T,    Tyssen's  Sale  Catalogue. 
w.   Wise's  Bodleian  Coins* 


EDWARD  I. 

Cross  Moline. 

EDWARD  II.    . 

Cross  Moline.     b. 
Lion  rampant,     b. 
Lion    rampant    between    two' 
Fleurs  de  Lis.     b. 

EDWARD  II|. 

Ctown  or  Coronet. 
-Star. 

Cross  Crosslet.    t. 
Rose.     L. 

Mullet  of  six.  points,     l. 
Cross,  each  bar  of  which  is  ter^ 
minated  by  a  Pellet,     w. 

Anglo- Gallic. 
Silver. 

« 

Four  Pellets  placed  crosswise. 

s. 
Quaterfoil.    s. 


EDWARD  ^HE  BLACK 

PRINCE. 

:     Anglo- Gallic. 
Silver. 

Fleur  de  Lis  and  Mullets 
Rose.    A. 

RICHARD  11. 

'  Gold. 
Rose.    p. 

Coronet  or*Crown.    f, 

jinglO' Gallic. 
Gold. 
Rose. 

HENRY  IV. 

Cross  crosslet.     l.      , 
Cross  pierced,    l. 
Fleur  de  Lis.    i.. 
Mullet,  &c.    L.^ 

Anglo-Gallic. 
Silver. 
Rose.    A. 


«  This  Collection  of  Mint-marks  is  taken  chiefly  from  a  MS.  oblieinfflv 
communicated  by  Dr.  Combe.  The  additional  Marks  have  a  letter  of 
reference  to  the  authors  from  whose  works  they  are  copied. 

f  Mr.  Leake  gives  no  authority  for  these,  and  therefore  it  is  at  least  ^ 
doubtful  whether  they  be  rightly  appropriated. 

VOL.  IV.  K  K 
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HENRY  V. 

Gold. 
Fleiir  de  Lis.    f. 

Irish, 

Single  Pellet,     si. 

Anglo- Gallic, 
Silver. 
Crown,     p. 

Lion  passant  guardant.    a. 
Cross.     Moline  pierced,     d. 

Gold. 
Lion  passant  guardant.     d.' 
Fleur  de  Lis. 

HENRY  VL 

First  Coinage.    ' 
Cross  Crosslet.       Rev.    Cross 
Patee. 

Ooss  Patee  Fitche^. 
Martlet. 

Last  Coinage. 
Fleur  de  Lis. 
Rose. 

Gold. 
Fleur  de  Lis.     f. 
Fleur  de    Lis    between  three 

Trefoils,     d. 
Rose.     F. 

Three  Quaterfoils.     f. 
Quaterfoil.  Rev.  Fleur  de  Us.  p. 
Cross  Patee.    l. 

Irish. 
Fleur  de  Lis.     si. 
Star  or  Mullet,     si. 
Figure  of  8.     si. 

Anglo- Gallic. 
Silver, 
Fleur  de  Lis.     s. 
Lion  passant  guardant.     a. 
Quaterfoil.    a. 
Crescent,     a. 
A*     a. 


.     o.  J 


Crown 

Gold. 
Lion  passant  guardant.    s. 
Crown,    a. 


EDWARD  IV. 

First  Coinage^ 

Cross  Crosslet. 

Rose. 

Cinquefoii. 

Second  Coinage. 
Crown  or  Coronet. 
Crown.     Rev.  Star. 
Star.    Rev.  Crown. 
Rose. 
Star. 

Cross  patee  fitchee.    Rev.  Star. 
Cross  with  a  Pellet  in  each  quar- 
ter.   Rev.  Plain  Cross* 
Cinquefoii.     Rev.  Plain  Cross* 
Cinquefoii. 
Annulet. 

Annulet  inclosing  a  Pellet. 
Annulet  surmounted  by  a  Croae. 
Y. 

Y.    Rev.  Rose. 
Fleur  de  Lis. 
Plain  Cross.     Rev.  Star. 
Sun. 
Sun.    Rev.  Annulet, 

Gold. 

Crown  or  Coronet,     s. 

Rose.-   s. 

Sun.    p. 

Sword.  1 

Circle  or  Annulet.  J  ^' 

Irish. 
Sun.     SI. 
Cinquefoii.     si. 
Rose.     ai. 

Crown  or  Coronet,     si. 
Sun.     Rev.  Rose.    si. 
Crown.    Rev.  Rose  and  Crown. 

SI. 

Trefoil,    si. 
Star.     SI. 
Cross.    SI. 
Mullet.     SI. 
G.     SI. 

L.      81, 
V.      51. 


f  The  letter  a.  andt  Crewn  M.  M.  for  the  Silver  Coina|fe  are  omitted  in 
the  published  copiet. 
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RICHARD  III. 

Boar's  Head. 

Boar's  Head.     Rev.  Rose. 

Rose. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Gold. 

Boar's  Head.    f. 
Rose.     F. 

Irish. 

Small  Cross,    si. 

HENRY  VII. 

First  Coinage.     Crown  with 
single  Arch. 

Greyhound's  Head. 
Cross  Crosslet. 

Crown  with  double  Arch. 

Greyhound's  Head. 

Cinquefoil. 

Cinquefoil.     Rev.  Anchor. 

Anchor. 

Escallop  Shell. 

Cross  Crosslet. 

Leopard's  face  crowned. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Portcullis. 

Tun. 

Tun.     Rev.  Fleur  de  Lis. 

Martlet. 

Key. 

Double  Fleur  de  Lis.     s . 

Second  Coinage, 

Cross  Crosslet. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     Rev.  Pheon. 

Pheon. 

Greyhound's  Head. 

Cinquefoil. 

Martlet. 

Gold. 

Plain  Cross,     f, 
Cross  Crosslet.     f. 
Portcullis.     F. 
Greyhound's  Head.     f. 


Dragon,     f. 

Cross  Patee  Fitchee.    f. 

Pheon.     F. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     f. 

Cinquefoil.     f. 

Quaterfoil.     f. 

Castle.     T. 

Rose.     T. 

Sword.     T. 

Irish. 
Boar's  head,  in  the  centre  of 
the  Cross,     si. 

EcclesiasiicaL 
Fleur  de  Lis.     Durham. 
Rose.    Rev.  Martlet.    York, 
Martlet.    York. 

Perkin  Warheck, 
English  Lion.     f. 

HENRY  VIII. 

First  Coinage.     Fathers  face. 
Bolt. 

Portcullis, 
Castle. 
Martlet. 
Poppy  headh. 
Long  Cross. 
.    Cinquefoil. 
Escallop. 
Pheon.     s. 
Bird's  Head.    s. 

Second  Coinage.    His  own 
side  face. 
Rose. 
Boie. 

Pheon.    Rev.  Fleur  de  Lis. 

Fleur  de  lis. 

Sun  shining  through  a  cloud. 

Plain  Cross. 

Key. 

Cross  Fleury. 

Cross  Fleury  and  t. 

Cross  Fleury  and  V. 

Catharine  Wheel, 

Star. 

Sun,  Crescent,  and  Star. 
Crescent. 


•»  Whether  this  be  not  a  Pomegranate. 
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Third  Coinage.    Full  face. 

Bne  Silver. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Fourth  Coinage.    Full  face. 

Base  Silver. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Fleur  de  Las,  Plain  Cross,  and 
Annulet^  inclosing  a  Pallet. 
Picklock. 
Bolt. 
K. 

Plain  Cross. 
Martlet. 
E. 

e. 
w. 

t.    Tau. 

Fifth  Coinage^. 
Bow. 
E. 
VY. 
Saltire.    Rev.  Lozenge  pierced. 

Gold. 

Fleur  de  Lis.  Rev.  Cross  Cross- 
let.     F. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     Rev.  Bolt.    r. 

Castle,     p. 

Lion  passant  guardant.     f. 

Pheon.     F. 

VY  on  Reverse,     f. 

S.     F. 

Annulet,     f. 

Bolt.     F. 

VY  and  Cross,     p. 

Portcullis  crowned,     f. 

Rose.     F. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     f. 

E.     F. 

Quaterfoil.   Rev.  VY  and  Qua- 
terfoil.     F. 

Annulet  and  Fleur  de  Lis.     f. 

Circle  or  Annulet,     t. 

An  Inescucheon  with  St. 
George's  Cross,     l. 


Iriih. 
Harp.     81. 
Trefoil,     si. 
Fleur  de  Lis*    si. 
Quaterfoil and  W.     si. 
Crown  or  Coronet,    si. 
Quaterfoil.     si. 
P.     L. 

Anglo- Gallic. 

t.    Tau,  crpwned. 

Ecclesixxstical. 

Martlet.  ") 

Flower. 
T.    Tau. 

Catharine  Wheel.      ,  , 
]  Martlet.  Rev.  Fleur  >     ^"^7- 

de  Lis. 
Cross  Crosslet.         J 
Crescent.  Rev.Tre--\ 

foil.  L 


Canter- 


Durham. 


Star. 
Trefoil. 
Flower. 
Key. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 
Plain  Cross. 

Star.  ^      >York. 

'  Cross  patee. 
Acorn.      Rev,    Cross 

patee. 
Thistle  ?     Rev.  Bell  ?  j 

EDWARD  VI. 

First  Coinage. 

Bolt^  on  both  sides. 

Square.  » 

Testoons. 

Cinquefoil. 

Bolt. 

Rosej. 

Rose.    Rev.  Picklock. 

Picklock. 

T.     Rev.  t. 

t. 

t    Rev.    Star. 


>  Snelling^  has  the  Anchor  as  a  M.  M.  for  the  4th  or  Sth  Coiaage. 
Durham  House.     1547.    Leake^  220, 
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Bow. 

V. 
Y.  k 

Bow. 

Rose  on  Reverse. 

Plain  Cross. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     . 

Harp. 

Swan. 

Lion. 

Key.    T. 

T.  G.  in  a  cipher,     f. 

Rose.     Rev.  Square  and  Rose. 

F. 
Flower  like  a  Marigold.    Rev. 

Cinquefoil  i.     f. 

Last  Coinage, 

fl551. 
Tun  <  155!2. 

U553. 
Y.     1551. 

Mullet  on  both  sides. 
Mullet  pierced. 

Gold. 

Y.      F.       I 

Y.    Rev.  Y  and  Rose.    f. 
Rose.    Rev.  Y. 
Arrow  or  Bolt.    f. 
Bow.     F. 
Ton.     F.     .  i 
Cinquefoil.     f, 
£agle*s  Head.     f.  "» 
Rose.     T. 
Swan.    L. 
Picklock.    T. 

IMARY. 

Small  Pomegranate,     f. 
Rose. 

Gold, 
Small  Pomegranate,    f. 

Irish, 
Annulet,     si. 
Lozenge,     si.        "^ 

k  York.     Leake,  216. 


>  Those  are  on  the  thick  piece,  Plate  IX.  N°  7. 

^  In  l^ssen's  Catalogue  this  is  called  a  Dragon's  head. 

f^  Commonly,  but  erroneously,  called  a  Drake. 

o  Snelling's  MS  addition  to  the  Silver  Coinage. 


PHILIP  AND  MARY. 

Fleur  de  Lis.    f. 
Annulet. 

Gold, 

9. 

Fleur  de  Las. 
Fetterlock,    l. 

Irish, 
Rose^     SI, 
Portcullis. 

ELIZABETH. 

RYst  Coinage, 

Martlet ". 
Cross  Crosslet. 
Fleur  de  Lis. 

Second  Coinage, 

Pheon.     1561,  2,3,4,  5, 

Rose.     1565. 

Portcullis.     1566. 

Lion,  1566,  7. 

Crown  or  Coronet.    1567,  8,  9, 

70.      , 
Castle.     1569,  70,  71. 

Third  Coinage, 

Ermine  Spot.     1572,  3. 
Acorn.     1573,  4. 
Cinquefoil.     1 574,  5,  6, 7. 
Plain  Cross.     1578, 9. 
Long  Cross.     1.580,1,2. 
Sword  on  both  Sides.     1581>  2. 

Fourth  Coinage. 

Bell,  1582, 3.  JV^v'^  *i^#c . 

S.     1582,3,4.  ^..^c^Jr^^S^ 

Escallop.     1584,  5, 6.       .       Vj^  ' 

Crescent.     1687,  8,  9.  ^*^'  '^  *  ^"^^  • 
Hand.    J  590, 1,  2.        ^^-^^  ^  Jahtp^ 
Ton      1592,3,4,5.     /^J?^  ^^J^. 

Woolpack.     1594,6,6.    .    '      ^     ' 

Key.  1695,  6,  7,  8.  '^-^  ^^^^  ^^ 
Anchor.  1597,  8,  9,  1600.  s.o  U^^mlUn^ 
Annulet.     1600.  ..^  9..^.^^ 
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Fifth  Comagt. 

Emony.    f.p 
1.    1601, 2. 
S.     1602. 

Milled  Money. 

Starq.     1561,  2,  3,  4,  5,   6, 

1570. 
Fleur  de  Lis  r.     1567,  8,  70. 
Castle.     1571. 
Star  of  five  points.  1574,  5.  f. 

PortcuUis  Money. 

Annulet. 

Gold. 

Portcullis. 

Rose.     F. 

Crown  or  Coronet. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     f. 

Lion. 

Eglantine  Flower. 

Cross. 

Long  Cross. 

1.    f. 

2.t 

S.       F. 

Ton.     F. 
Cross  Crosslet.     f. 
Escallop  Shell,    f. 
Acorn,    f. 
Woolpack.    F. 
Mullet  or  Star.    f. 
Crescent,    r. 
Cinquefoil.     T. 
Sword.    T.  , 
Ermin  Spot.    t. 
Cross.    T. 


>». 


Bell.    T. 
Hand.     t. 
Key.     T. 
Anchor,    t. 
lion  and  Ton.    T. 
Cbronet.    t. 
Fleur  de  Lis.    t. 

Irith, 
Rose.    SI. 
Crescent,     si. 
Fleur  de  Lis.     si. 
Cypher,     si. 
Harp.     81. 
Star.    SI. 
Cinquefoil.     si. 
Trefoil,    si. 
Cypher.  T 

Mullet.    >4Sd  year.    i.. 
Martlet.  J 

Copper. 

Fleur  de  Lis  within  a  Crescent 

L. 

Cinquefoil.     si. 

Star.    81.  '  '     • 

JAMES  I. 

First  Coinage.    Angl.  Scot.^ 

Thistle.     1603,  4.w 
Fleur  de  Lis.     1604. 

Second  Coinage.     Mag.  Brit. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     1604,  5.  ^ 
Rose.     1605,  6.  J 
Escallop  Shell.     1606,7.* 
Bunch  of  Grapes.     1607j  8,  9A 
Coronet.     1609.h 
Key.     1609, 10.« 


P  Plate  XV.  No  $. 

4  Folkes  confioeg  the  star  of  six  points  to  the  years  15^1,  2,  3,  4. 

r  Folkes  dates  this  M.  M.  in  1564,  5,  6,  7,  8. 

•  From  Harleian  MS.  N^  698.  See  in  the  Appendix  Notices  of  Trials 
of  the  Pix  under  1 566,  &c.  t  From  the  same  MS. 

•  SnelHng  adds  the  dates  when  these  Coinages  commenced,  and  Folkes 
the  period  of  their  termination.  I  shall  pve  both  of  them  in  the  Notes. 
The  time  when  each  was  brought  to  the  Trial  of  the  Pix  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

w  May  SI,,  1603.  Snelling.  >  May  22,  1604,  to  June  SO,  1605. 

y  June  80,  1605,  to  June  10,  1606. 
■  July  10,  1606,  to  June  30,  1607. 

•  June  30,  1607,  to  Nov.  11, 1607.        «>  Nov.  II,  1607,  to  May  IT,  1609. 
c  May  17,  1609,  to  May  11, 1610. 
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Bell.     1610* 

Bell.    Rev.  Mullet     1610.e 

Mullet.  161  l.f 

Castle.     1612  g 

Trefoil.     1613  ^ 

Cinquefoil.     1615.i 

Ton.     1615.»t 

Book.     1616.1 

Crescent.     1617™ 

Cross  Patee.     1618." 

Saltire.     1619.o 

Spur  rowel.     1619.P 

Rose.     1620.q 

Thistle.     1621,  %J 

Fleur  de  Lis.     1623.8 

Trefoil.     1624.t 

Fleur  de  Lis.     Rev.  Trefoil,  f. 

Thistle.     Rev.  Trefoil,     f. 

Gold, 

All  the  Mint  Marks  above  occur 
upon  the  Gold  Coins.  See 
Polletfs  Abstract  of  the  Fix 
Verdicts  in  the  Appendix. 

Copper. 
Thistle. 
'  Trefoil. 
Pellet.  . 
Three  Fleurs  de  Lis,  two  and 

one. 
A. 

Rose. 

Plain  Cross. 
Liozenge. 


Lion. 

Rose  of  dots. 

St.  George's  Cross  surmounting 
St.  Andrew's. 

Diamond,  s 

Coronet. 

Bunch  of  Grapes. 

Annulet. 

Triangle. 

Key. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Martlet. 

Cinquefoil. 

Lozenge  surmounted  by  St  An- 
drew's Cross  u. 

Ton.    8. 

Tower,    s. 

Dagger,     p. 

Irish. 

Silver^ 

Martlet,    si. 
Rose.     SI. 
Bell.    sr. 
Escallop  Shell 

Scotish* 
Thistle,    p. 

Gold. 

Thistle.    F. 

Rose.    F. 

Rose,    Rev.  Thistle,    p. 


<l  May  11,  iklO,  to  May  9,  I6II. 

«  This  is  not  noticed  either  by  Snelling  or  Folkes. 

'  May  9, 1611.  to  May  22,  1613.        g  May  32,  1613,  to  April  38. 1618. 

h  April  28,  1613,  to  October 20,  1613.  *p,  *«to. 

»  October  SO,  1613,  to  May  I7,  1615. 

*  May  17,  1615,  to  November  15,  1616. 

1  November  15,  1616,  to  August  33,  1617. 

*  August  33^  1617,  to  May  15,  1618. 
«  May  15,  I6I8,  to  June  9,  I6I9. 

o  June  9,  I6I9,  to  August  SO,  I6I9. 
P  August  20,  1619>  to  June  28,  1620. 
4  June  23,  1620,  to  June  8,  1621. 
'  June  8,  1621,  to  June  3,  1623. 

*  July  3,  1623,  to  June  IT,  1634. 

t  June  17,  1624.  «  SneUing  calls  this  «  fret. 

<  From  Pollett's  Abstract  of  Pis  Verdicts. 
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CHARLES  I. 

First  Coinage.    Square  Shield. 

Fleur  de  Lis. 
Long  Cross,    t. 

Second  Coinage,  Bust  in  Robes 

FleurdeLis.     1625. 
Cross  raised  on  two  steps. 
Castle.     T. 

Blackamoor's  Head,    t. 
Anchor,    t. 

Third  Coinage.    Long  Oust, 

.Long  Cross.     1626. 
Blackamoor's  Head.     1626,  7. 
Castle,     1627. 
Anchor.     1628. 
Heart.     1629, 30. 
FleurdeLis.     1650. 
St.  George.     1630. 

Fourth  Coinage^   Oval  Shield. 

Feathers.     1630. 
Rose.     1631. 

Fifth  Coinage.    Skdrt  Bust. 

Harp.     1632. 
PortpuUis*    163a,      ^ 

Sixth  Coinage.     Wkheut 
trappings. 

Bell.     1634. 

Crown.     1635.  , 

Ton.     1636. 

Seventh  Coinage.     Square 
Shield. 

T<m,     1638. 
Anchor.     1638. 


Triangle  or  Delta.     1639. 
Star.     1640. 

Triangle  i  n  a  circle.     1 64 1 . 
p  in  two  semicircles.     1643. 
R  in  two  semicircles.     1644* 
Eye.     1645. 
Sun.     1645. 
Sceptre.     1646,7 

Briot*s  Work. 

Anchor. 

Rose. 

Anchor  and  small  Star. 

Anemony  Flower  and  small  b. 

F. 

Small  B.    F.    . 

Anemony  Flower  and  small  b. 
Rev.  Small.  B. 

Jberistwith  Mint.     ' 

Open  Book.z 
Fleur  de  Lis.  l  ^ 
Crown.  J 

Cross. 

York  Mint. 
Lion. 
Rose.b     F. 

FleurdeLis.     Rev.  Lion.c     p, 

Oxford  Mint. 

Fleur  de  Lis.     1644,  5,  6. 
Trefoil     1644. 
B.  and  R.  in  a  Cypher.     1643, 
4,5. 

A.  1645. 

B.  1646. 

Open  Book.     f.  s, 
Rose.d    F. 


T  These  dates  are  copied  from  Folkes,  and  refer  to  the  diflferent  Trials 
of  the  Pix.    See  Pollett's  Abstracts  in  the  Appendix. 

«  Folkes,  p.  83,  says,  the  open  book  M.  M.  was  used  from  Oct.  32, 
1637,  to  July  \Q^  1641,  and  that  it  was  afterwards  resumed  in  1643,  on 
Coins  supposed  to  be  struck  at  Oxford. 

a  Ci*own  and  Fleur  de  Lis  unknown  whether  used  in  this  Mint  before 
July  10,  1641,  or  after  the  removal  of  the  Mint.    Folkes,  p.  83. 

»>  This  M.  M.  is  thus  appropriated  by  Folkes,  j^.  90.  N**  3,  in  the  5th 
Supplemental  Plate,  has  a  Rose  upon  its  stalk. 

«  See  Plate  XXVI.  N»  7. 

d  On  the  Crown  with  the  Xity  under  the  horse.  The  Table,  p.  89, 
calls  it  a  sort  of  Cross  croslet.  But  see  Plate  XXIV.  N*  1,  and  the 
Explanation. 
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Chester  Mint 

Three  Garbs  or  Wheat  Sheaves, 
p. 

Exeter  Mint. 

Rose.  1644®,  5. 

Castle.  1645. 

Castle.  Rev.  Rose.    1645. 

Rose.  Rev.  Castle.    1645. 

Worcester  Mint, 
Pear.    Rev.  Three  Pears. 

Unknoum  Mints. 

Cross.    Rev.  Harp. 

Castle.    Rev.  Helmet. 

Gauntlet  on  each  side. 

Fleur  de  lis.    Rev.  Hehnet. 

Castle  on  each  side^. 

Fleur  de  Lis  on  each  side. 

Fleur  de  Lis.    Rev.  Lion. 

Martlet.    Rev.  Boar*s  Head  S. 

Helmet  on  Rev. 

Castle. 

Rose.    Rev.  Helmet. 

Gauntlet  on  Reverse  only. 

Triangle  in  a  curcle  on  each  side. 

Rose. 

Anchor  on  Inverse  only 

Fleur  de  Lis. 

Fleur  de  Lis  on  each  side. 

Rose  on  each  side. 

Long  Cross  on  each  side. 

Helmet^  Quaterfoil,  or  Saltire> 
Lion  Rampant  apd  eight  Pel- 
lets, on  Reverse  only.     f. 

Lions  on  Reverse  only.    f. 

Cross  crosslet  pierced  in  the 
centre,    f. 

Gold, 

It  appears  from  Mr.  PoUett's 
Abstract,  referred  to  above, 
that  Gold  was  coined  with  all 
tl^e  various  M.  M.  which  have 
been  enumerated  for  the  Silv^ 


t)oins,  of  the  regular  Coinage, 
from  the  year  16^5  to  the  year 
1646,  both  inclusive. 

Copper. 

Castle.    Rev.  Three  Fleurs  de 
Lis. 

lion.    Rev.  Martlet. 

Bell.    Rev.  Portcullis. 

Lozenge. 

Ton.    Rev.  S. 

Flower.    Rev.  Ermine  Spot. 

Fleui'  de  Lis. 

Cross  Pat^e. 

Rose. 

Harp. 

Long  Cross  raised  on  two  Steps. 

Flaming  Sword. 

Crown,  or  Coronet. 

Annulet  inclosing  a  Pellet. 

Crescent. 

Crescent  and  Star. 

Book. 

Trefoa. 

Mullet  of  five  points. 

Mullet  of  five  pmnts.  Rev.  An- 
nulet. 

Mullet  of  five  points.     R^. 
Crescent. 

Annulet. 

Bolt. 

Ball.  [Qu.Ben?]     s. 

Billet,    s. 

Three  Daggers,    s. 

Sword.    8. 

Woolpack.    s. 

Three  Pellets,  3  and  1.    Rev, 
Crescent,    p. 

Woolpack.    Rev.  PoAcullis.  s. 

Belbon  both  mdes.    si. 

Fleur  de  Lis  on  both  sides.*    i. 


Scotish. 

Thistle  and  Roman  B. 
B     F 


p. 


•  On  a  Half-crown  of  the  Exurgat  Money.  See  Supplement,  PI.  V.N«  SO. 
f  Another  Coin  has  two  Gastles  of  a  different  form. 
I  Between  a  Coronet  and  two  small  Crosses,    f. 

VOL.  IV.  L  L 
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B  and  Anemony  Flower.    Rev. 

B  and  Thistle,    f. 
Thistle.    F. 

Gold. 
Thistle,    p. 
B  and  Thistle,    f. 

GOMMONWEALTH. 

Sun.  1649,50,1,2,3,4,5,6,7. 
Anchor.  Anchor.  1658,  9,  60. 


Gold. 


Sun.  F. 
Anchor,  f. 


OLIVER  CROMWELL. 

CHARLES  II. 

Rrst  Coinage. 


Crown. 
Crown,    f. 


Gold. 


Second  Coinage. 
Milled  Money.    Silver. 
Bom^sb^K    1677. 


Irvhi 

Fleur  de  Lis.     v. 
Quaterfoil.    f. 

ScotiMh. 
Copper. 
Rose  of  Dots. 

WILLIAM  AND  MARY. 

Scotish. 
Copper. 
Rose  of  Dots. 

GEORGE  I. 

German. 

Silver. 

Mullets  of  ax  pomte. 
Rose  of  Dots. 

GEORGE  III. 

German, 
Silver  and  Gold. 
Rose. 


i>  Th^s  M.  M.  is  ^iven  in  Folkes'a  34th  PUte,  N^  10 ;  but,  at  i&  sup- 
posed, through  mistake,  as  the  Coin  is  not  now  known  to  exist.  A  flaw 
in  the  die  has  been  taken  for  a  boar's  head. 


.V 
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illustrated  by  numerous  Plates  representing  nearly  Three  Hundred  Coins, 
from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the  present  reign. 

MEMOIRS  of  RICHARD  CUMBERLAND, 

Bsq.    With  Anecdotes  and  Characters  of  his  Contemporaries. 

2  vols.  8vo.  1/.  U. 

^^%M  1^  |3  a^  modest  and  manly  performance,  replete  with  original  and 
important  information,  ingenious  disquisitioiv  ,90d  interestisip  aneodote, 
such  indeed  as  we  were  led  to  expect  from  the  character  of  this  celebrated 
Writer,  whose  qualifications  and  connections  were  .peculiarly  favourable  to 
such  an  undertaking.  We  could  fill  many  pages  with  extracts  peculiarly 
beautiful,  entertaining,  and  instructive,  but  we  shall  not  detain  our  Read* 
iers  from  perusing  a  work  that  will  be  eagerly  read  and  universally  ad^ 
mired."<p-'i^fi<t-t/aco&tn  Review, 


CALVARY;    or,   the   DEATH  of  CHRIST. 

A  Sacred  Poem.    By  R.  CUMBERLAND,  Esq. 

Elegantly  printed  in  Two  Pocket  Volumes,  12^. 

f  •I't  Dr.  J)rake,  in  his  "  Literary  Hours,'*  describes  this  Work  as  im- 
bued with  the  genuine  spirit  of  Milton,  and  destined,  therefore,  like  It,  to 
immortality. 

A  GENERAL  SYSTEM  of  NATURE,  through 

the  Three  Grand  Kingdoms  of  Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Minerals: 

Translated  from  Gmelin's  and  Wildenow's  last  Editions  of  the  Systema 
Nature.  .  By  Sir  CHARLES  LINNE.  Amended  and  enlarged  by  the 
Improvements  and  Discoveries  of  later  Naturalists  and  Spcieties,  By 
WILLIAM  TURTON,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  LinnsBan  Society,  &c  &c. 
7  vols.  8vo.  &U  5s,  or  GL  Ss,  with  the  plates  coloured. 

f  •I't  The  expediency  of  a  translation  of  the  Systema  Naturse  has  been 
long  acknowledged,  and  the  want  of  it  often  lamented :  the  principal  view 
of  the  present  Editor  has  been  to  deliver  it  in  as  intelligible,  correct,  and 
useful  a  form,  as  the  nature  of  such  a  laborious  undertaking  would  admit. 
The  Linnsean  Terms  are  rendered  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  idiom  of  the 
English  language,  and  a  general  explanatory  Dictionary  of  such  as  are  pe- 
culiarly appropriated  to  the  Science,  affixed  to  the  last  volume,  which  also 
contains  a  Biographical  Account  and  Portrait  of  the  Author.  The  Work 
is  also  accompanied  by  such  Copper- plates  as  are  properly  introductory  to 
the  several  departments  of  Birds,  Fishesi  Insects,  Shells,  Botany,  &c. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  VARIOUS  PASSAGES 

of  SCRIPTURE  ;  placing  them  in  a  new  Light,  and  ascertaining  the  mean- , 
ing  of  several  not  determinable  by  the  Methods  commonl^made  use  of  by 
the  learned  ;  originally  compiled  by  the  Rev.  THOMAS  HARMER,  from 
Relations  incidentally  mentioned  in  Books  of  Voyages  and  Travels  into 
the  East.  Fifth  Edition,  with  many  important  Additions,  and  innumerable 
Corrections,  by  ADAM  CLARKE,  LL.  D.  F.  A.  S.  4  large  vols.  8vo.  SI.  5s. 

t4t  '*  Of  the  Work  itself  (says  the  Editor,  iii  his  Preface)  my  opinion 
may  be  seen  in  the  painful  labour  of  arranging,  correcting,  improving,  and 
editing,  which  I  have  so  long  sustained.  A  deep  conviction  of  its  great 
importance  and  worth  led  me  to  undertake  the  task,  and  patiently  pursue 
it  to  the  end.  I  need  not  say,  that  every  man  who  wishes  to  understand 
the  Scriptures  as  far  as  they  relate  to  Oriental  Customs  and  ManneBS,  or 
who  professes  to  explain  them  to  others,  should  not  only  possess  a  copy  of 
this  work,  but  endeavour  thoroughly  to  understand  its  contents.  Without 
such  a  Work,  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  thbse  who  profess  to 
teach  the  Church  of  God,  must  remain,  in  many  important  respects,  igno- 
rant of  the  contents  of  that  Book  which  alone  contains  the  Science  of  Sal- 
vation.*'— ^The  manner  in  which  the  Editor  has  executed  his  task  may  be 
seen  by^  the  following  extracts  t 

**  To  the  care  and  atterttion  of  Dr.  Clarke  much  public  gratitude  is 
due  ;  in  a  word,  he  seems  in  all  respects  to  have  fulfilled  the  office  of  a 
judicious  as  well  as  a  diligent  Editor  "—^Brit.  Crit. 

**  It  has  scarcely  ever  fallen  to  our  lot  to  examine  a  performance  whicli 
in  its  original  state  so  well  deserved  to  be  republished,  or  which  had  in 
every  respect  derived  so  much  improvement  from  the  abilities  of  its  Edi- 
tor."—^/wft'c  Review* 

THE  ELEMENTS  of  CONCHOLOGY;  or. 

Natural  History  of  Shells,  according  to  the  Linnaton  System ;  with 
Observations  on  Modern  Arrangements.  By  THOMAS  BROWN,  Esq. 
Capt.  Fori^r  Regt.  Felloy  of  the  Li nnsean  Society,  Member  of  the  Werne- 
rian  Natural  History  Society,  &c.  &c.  Elegantly  printed  in-8vo.  price  9s. 
or,  with  the  Plates  of  the  Genera  coloured,  price  lOs,  or,  with  all  the 
Plates  full  coloured)  price  12#.  « 

FIVE  HUNDRED  POINTS  of  GOOD  HUS- 

BANDRY,  together  with  a  Book  of  Housewifery,  being  a  Calendar  of 
Domestic  and  Rural  Economy  for  every  Month  in  the  Year  i  exhibiting  a 
Picture  of  the  Agriculture,  Customs,  and  Manners  of  England  in  the  Six- 
teenth Century.  By  THOMAS  TUSSER,  Gent.  A  New  Edition,  with 
Notes,  Georgical,  Illustrative,  and  Explanatory,  a  Glossary*  and  other 
Improvements.  By  WILLIAM  MAYOR,  LL.D.  Honorary  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  &c.     8vo.  price  15«. 

f  4.t  A  very  limited  number  have  been  thrown  off  on  quarto  paper,  ele- 
gantly printed  in  red  and  black,  iL  ^. 
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Th^kmt  U  tbarK^iw^C^ifaige,  ^hach.was  expteied  to 
■take  plac^  oti'Mood^y  nexft.th^  3d  mat.  is,  we  tiovt  \tum, 
to  be  delayed  till  tbe  I3th  ftist.,  (h^t  is,  to  tbe  Tliurgd«y 
of  the  week  following.    The  chief  8ubj<?ct  ^f  regret  that  we< 
I  find  in- this  fhangc  i%^  that  it  will  create  disappointment 
\  respecting  a  ^at  national  measure,  for  the  sneers  of 
,  which  we  confess^  with  no  sense  whatever  of  gain  or  loss 
[to  ourselv28,  we  were  on  public  grounds  greatly  interested. 
i  For  this  alteration  two  reasons  are  assigned,  and  both  are 
valid  to  u  certain  l^t^nt,,  though  neither  seem  to  justify 
the   length  of  the   delay.     Monday,   it  is  said,  is  an 
inexpedient  day,   for  it    is  at   the    beginmug   of    the 
week  that    the     labouring    ptJor  may  be    supposed  to 
have  tbi'ir  week's  w^g^s  raost   unimpaired,  and  they 
'  would  consequently  lose  time,  and  create  a  great  crowd- ^ 
ing  at  the  exchange  offices   if  that  day  were  retained. 
This  is  no  doubt  tme,  but  it  is  not  more  true  now  than  '^ 
was  at  the  time  when  Monday  was  the  day  iii*st  selected ; ' 
the.  difficulty,  therefore,  should  have,  been  foreseen  by 
those  who  had  the  ordoiog  of  the  issue.     Monda}*  next 
js  also  the  day«  it  is  said,  on  which  the  Spafields  gentry  ' 
I  have  appointed  their  meeting,  and  it  is  certain!}'  desirable  | 
'hot  to  increase  the  bustle  that  may  be  ^prehended  on^ 
that   occasion^   or   to   supply  the   disaffected,    if   they; 
should  ^reak  forth  into  outrage,  with  others  on  whom 
.they   may    lay    the    blame    of  their    own   misdeeds. 
-Perhaps  Mr.    Hunt,   whom  every  body  knows    to  be 
'a  very  loyal,  gentlemanly,  accommodating  man,  might, 
if  spoken   to,    have   been  prevailed  on   to   put*  off  his 
fleeting  ;  and  to  have   gathered  his  pretty  little  inno- 
cent lambkins  t(»getfa«r  on  sooie  future  day*  However,  we 
myst  say  of  {?oth  tlie  above  reitson§,  tliat  though  th^  art? 
sufficient  for  altering  thed^^,  they  are  nat  so  for  aitering  the 
wedL;  we  suppose,  therefore,  some  unforeseen  impediment 
has  occurred,  which  has  occasioned  this  delay  of  a  week, 
and  whicli  it  would  have  been  better  and  more  candid  to 
have  stated  at  once.  The  exchange,  it  is  stated  by  autho- 
rity,  will  continue  from  the  13th  to  the  27th  of  February. 
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The  Mnundy  moiie^ — vi: 
ina  new  silver  coinage  of  tlie  present  yenr,  weru 
isiued  rromihe  Royal  Mini  on  Thursday,  preparatory 
to  [he  usual  disiribplion  of  liis  Majgsty'i  a\m»,  on 
(he  27th  insiant.  at  Whitehall  Chapel,  under  the 
orders  ot  the  Lord  High  and  Sub-Almoner.  We 
undertlanii  that  [he  dies  liave  been  prepared  for  thia 
coinage,  and  that  the  piecerare  pariieularlybeauufut. 

'U^n>^    A^  :^,  /-^   *"*  ^^-^^^  7  -^  ^-^  ^^  ^*^ 

/^r — w^  i?fc^  .    ^  .^  .,^^„^  ^  ^je^uu^  ^  ^^ 
U^  «-^  s*^  ■'^^»*-  ^^—^  /'^  ■/ ^Ji*^  <'^*^  ^^   t^«9  ^ 

/**  J^iUtU^     *^,   iyfr»*-3   •»-•.   -41^    .t-y      '^^'^    '^^     '^^^*—   '^Si*^ 
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fmtieLONDON GAZEl-TJStJSaturdau,  Ji«*16>  «^ 

it  tbt  Court  at Cjriton  House,  the  I4th  of  J&e,  1825--Pre#e.- 
W4,^  «^e  King  8  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

rZ .!? »ilh';''H'^"  '^"l,**?.;**^  ",i?*  ^^''^^^ »  representation  j 
rwn  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Wallace,  Master  <rf  his  Ma- 
esty  8  Miat,  dated  the  29th  of  ilpril  last,  in  the  words  follow- 

In  pursuance  of  your  Majesty's  gracious  commaods,  that 
jdles  for  your  Majesty 8  coinage  should  be  prepared   accord- 
ing to  the  medel  of  a  new  effigy  %i  yoar  Majesty  which  1  had! 
[the   honour  to  submit  for  your  Majesty's    approbation;  and 
'alsoiliat  new  reverses  should  be  prepared  for  the  gold  and  sil- 
w  coinages.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your   Majesty 
ilhe  annexed  designs  intended  to  be  struck   upon  the  several 
jpecies,  forming  the  whole  series  of  your  Majesty's  jrold  and 
itlvermoni^, namely:—  j     /      6   «     "« 

ist.  The  five  pound  gold  piece  having  for  the  obverse  impres- 
lion  the  aforesaid  effigy  of  your  Majesty,  with  the  inscription 
•  Qeorglus  IV.  Dei  Gratia,"  and  the  date  of  the  year ;  and  for 
jtbe  reverse,  the  ensigns  armorial  of  the  United  Kingdom  contain^ 
'ed  in  a  shield  mantled,  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown,  with  the 
inscription  «*  Britanniarum  Rex  Fid. :  Def. :"  and  upon  the  rim  of 
fjie  piece  the  words  **  Decus  et  Tutamen"&  the  year  of  the  reign." 
«d.  The  double  sovereign,  or  forty  shilling  gold  piece,  havinir 
for  its  obverse  impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  inscription,  and 
date;  and  for  the  reverse,  the  ensigns  armorial  as  described  for 
the  five  pound  piece,  with  the  same  inscription  &  words  on  the  rim.  1 
;jd.  The  toveretga,  or  twenty  tfaiUiag  gold  piece,  having  for^ 
the  ouverse  impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  inscription,  and  date ; 
and  for  the  reverse,  the  ensigns  armorial  of  the  United  Kingdom 
contained  ii^i  shield  plain,  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown,  with 
the  iBscriptCon  *<  Georgius  IV.  Dei  Gratia,"  and  a  graining  upon 
die  cim. 

4th.  The  half  severefgn,  or  ten  shilling  gold  piece,  having  for 
the  obverse  impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  inscription,  and  date; 
and  for  the  rever.e^the  ensigns  armorial  as  described  for  the  sove- 
reign, with  the  same  inscription,  and  a  graining  upon  the  rim. 

5.  The  crown,  or  five  shilling  silver  piece,  having  for  the  ob- 
verse impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  inscription,  and  date  ;  and 
for  the  reverse,  tiie  ensigns  armorial  ef  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
tained in  a  shield,  surmounted  by  the  roysd  crown  &  helmet,  with 
its  niantlings,  and  the  motto,  *'*  Deu  et  JMon  Droit,"  in  a  scroll 
tieneath,  with  the  inscription  **  Britaniarum  Rex  Fid.:  Def.;" 
and  the  words  on  the  rim,  "  Decus  et  Tutameo,"  and  the  year 
•f  the  reign. 

6th«  The  half-erowOf  or  tviro  ihlUings  and  six-^pence  oUvef 
piece,  fraving  for  the  obverse  impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  in- 
•crlpttoD,  «nd  date  ;  and  for  the  reverse,  the  ensigns  armorial  as 
described  fcff  ^e  cron'n.  with  the  inscription,  and  a'  graining 
upon  the  rim« 

7th.  The  shtllln^f^  or  twelve  pence  silver  piece,  having  for  the 
obverse  Impression  xh^  aforesaid  effigy,  Inscription,  and  date ;  and 
for  the  reverse,  t^  emblems  of  the  United  Kingdom,  namely,  < 
the  rose,  thistle,  apd  shimrock,  surmounted  by  the  royal  crest, ! 
with  the  inscription"  Britanolarum  Rex  Fid.:  Def.  :^'  and  a 
graining  upon  the  rim. 

8th.  The  half  shilling,  or  fix  pence  silter  pieee,  having  for  the 
obverse  impression  the  aforesaid  effigy,  inscription,  and  date ; 
and  for  the  reverse,  the  ensigns  armorial  as  described  for  the 
shilling,  with  the  same  inscription,  and  a  graining  upon  the  rim. 

Sheiild  it  i^ease  your  Majesty  to  approve  of  the  said  Impres- 1 
isioiis  to  bestruck  .upon  his  Majesty's  coins  herein  respectively 
I  described,  X  humbly .  request  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  signify    your    Majesty's  orders   thereon,  that  the 
coinage  may  be  forth witli  proceeded  upon." 

His  Majesty,  having  taken  the  said  representation  into  consi- 
deration, was  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to  approve  ef  the  said  designs  whlth  are  hereunto  annexed. 
And  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Ma* 
lielly's  Tfeasury  ar«  togive  the  necessary  directions  herein  accord' 
Ingly.  JAMRS  BULLEit 
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LO!fDON  "GAZETTls,  SATOR0AT,^S£pr.2O,  ll»3. 

1  BY  THE  K1N6.^A  PROCLAMATION,  VOR  GIVING  CURRENCY 
I    *  to  th«  DOUBLE  SOVEREIGN,  or  GOLD  TWO  POUND  PIECE.. 

George,  R. — Whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  order, 
that  certain  pieces  of  gold  money  should  be  coined, 
which  should  be  called  **  double  sovereigns,  or  gold  two| 
pound  pieces,"  each  of  which  should  be  of  the  value  of  ^ 
forty  snilliogs,  aud  that  each  piece  should  be  of  tliei 

S480  1 

I  ureight  of  10  peuny  weights  six  grains,  &  ^-^^  troy  weight 
I  of  standard  gold,  accordiit((  to  the  weights  approved  of 

«ud  confirmed  by  us  in  Council,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act. 

.nade  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  (ate  Miyesty's  reign, 

Iialituled    **  An  Act    fur    regulating  and    ascertaining 
the  weights  to  be  ins4e  nte  of  i|i  weighing  Ui^  gokU 

and  Sliver  coin  of  this  kingdom  :**  And  we  M^i 
further  thought  fit  to  order,  that  every  such  double 
sovereign,  or  gold  two  pound  piece,  so  ordered  to  be 
coined  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  for  tbe'obverse  impression,' 
onr  effi^^y,  with  the  inscription  **  Georgins  III  I,  D:  6: 
Britanniar:  Rex  F:  D:*'  and  for  the  reverse,  the  irasge 
of  8aint  Geoige  sitting  on  horseback,  attacking  tne 
dragon,  and  the  date  of  the  year,  and  on  the  edaf^  of 
the  piece,  in  raised  letters,  the  words  **  Decos  et  Tuta- 
men.  Anno  Regni,"  with  the  year  of  the  reign:  And 
whereas  pieces  of  gold  money  of  the  above  description  have 
been  coined  at  our  Mint»  and  will  be  coined  there,  iii'' 
puisuance  of  orders  which  we  have  ftiven  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  we  have,  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our' 
Privy  Council,  tliouglit  fit  to  issue  this  our  Royal  Procla- 
mstion;  and  vte  d»  hereby  ordain,  declare,  and  com* 
maud,  that  the  said  pieces  of  gold  money  so  coined,  and 
to  be  coined  as  aforesaid,  shafi  be  current  and  lawfur 
money  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
shall  be  called  '*  double  sovereigns,*'  or  *'  gold  two 
pound  pieces,"  and  shall  pass  and'be  received  as  current^ 
and  lawful  money  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  and  every  of  such  double  sovereigns,  not 
weighing  less  than  ten  pennyweights  five  grains,  shall 
pass  and  he  received  as  current  at)d  lawful  money  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  every 
such  double  sovereign  as  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  of 
like  lawful  money,  in  all  payments  whatsoever. --Given 
at  our  Court  at  VViudsor,  the  nineteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  twenty-three,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  our  reign. — God  save  the  King. 

fTBTiL  Nbw  Cwnag*.— TTfesoveiSSnsofTOeTrew coinage  I 
jrill  be  issued  to  the  Bank  next  week.  On  the  ohverse  is  a  [ 
/inedallion  profile  of  the  King,  engraved  from  Mr.€ha^t:ey's  | 
^rbust ;  the  features  are  well  defined,  and  present  al>old  and  I 
medal-like  appearance.  The  reverse  is  simile  to  tl\e  pre- 
sent coin.  It  is  intended  to  complete  the  whole  series  ^  joins 
from  the  gold  five  and  two-pound  pieces^lThe  Maui?ii^^'  mo- 
tiey  will  be  ready  for  distribution  on  Maunday  Thursday. 
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